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CLAUDIU IONESCU | Founder & Director, MASONIC FORUM Magazine

ARGUMENT

Fascinatia
Scotiei

Scotia m-a fascinat dintot-
deauna. Prima vizita pe linie
masonica la Edinburgh am facut-o
in 2006, la doar cateva luni dupa
initierea de la Mannheim, Germa-
nia, la gradul de Cavaler Templier.
Am vrut sa vad Rosslyn Chapel cu
ochii unui proaspat initiat Cavaler
Templier. Fascinant. Am revenit la
Rosslyn de cel putin 5 ori pana
acum. De fiecare data descopar
ceva nou. Este aceeasi senzatie pe
care o ai cand privesti o pictura a
lui Salvador Dali sau o gravura a
lui Marcel Chirnoaga - de fiecare
data vezi si alte elemente care au
scapat privirii anterioare.

O amintire draga sufletului
meu este prima editie a Inter-
national Conference on History

The fascination
of Scotland

Scotland has always fascinated
me. My first masonic visit to
Edinburgh was in 2006, just a
few months after being initiated
at Mannheim, Germany, with
the rank of Sir Knight Templar.
I wanted to see Rosslyn Chapel
with the eyes of a newly initiated
Knight Templar. It was fasci-
nating. I've been to Rosslyn
Chapel at least five times until
now. Each time I discover
something new. It's the same
feeling like when you look at a
painting by Salvador Dali or an
engraving by Marcel Chirnoaga -
each time you see elements that
have eluded you on previous
occasions.

A memory that is dear to my

of Freemasonry, organizatda in
2007 la sediul Marii Loji a Scotiei, de catre Marile
Loji din Anglia, Scotia si Irlanda. Nota bene: la acea
datd, Marea Lojd Nationald din Romdnia nu era
recunoscutd de nici una dintre cele trei autoritdti
masonice mentionate mai sus. Am participat la toate
editiile ulterioare ale Conferintei, la Edinburgh si la
Washington DC.

Am revenit in Scotia, aproape in fiecare an, in
vacante sau din motive masonice.

Sunt primul mason roman care a participat la
Conventul trimestrial al Marii Loji a Scotiei, in iunie
2010.

In aprilie 2022 am depus jurdmantul de mason,
membru al Marii Loji a Scotiei. Sunt onorat ca am
devenit parte a Lojii de Cercetare Hope of Kurrachee
nr. 337. Consider aceasta o realizare personala
majora, cu care marchez si implinirea a 25 de ani de
la initierea mea in Masonerie.

Primul meu contact cu aceasta loja exceptionald,
preocupata de adevaratele valori ale Craftului, a avut
loc chiar la inceputul pandemiei, cind Loja Hope
of Kurrachee a inceput organizarea unor intalniri

heart is the first edition of the
International Conference on History of Freemasonry,
organized in 2007 at the headquarters of the Grand
Lodge of Scotland by the Grand Lodges of England,
Scotland and Ireland. Nota bene: at that time, the
National Grand Lodge of Romania wasn'’t recognized
by any of the three aforementioned authorities. | took
partin all the following editions of the Conference, in
Edinburgh and Washington DC.

Since then, I've gone back to Scotland almost
every year, either on holiday or Masonic duties.

[ am the very first Romanian Freemason who
took part in the Quarterly Communication of the
Grand Lodge of Scotland, in June 2010.

In April 2022 I took the oath as Freemason,
member of the Grand Lodge of Scotland. I am
honoured to have become part of the Hope of
Kurrachee Research Lodge No. 337.1 consider this a
major personal achievement, which also marks the
25th anniversary of my initiation in Freemasonry.

My first contact with this exceptional lodge,
preoccupied with the true values of the Craft, took
place right at the beginning of the pandemic, when




saptamanale pe Zoom, la care erau prezentate planse
deosebit de interesante.

Pentru ca am invatat multe in cei doi ani de
intalniri Zoom si pentru ca am devenit membru al
lojii consider o datorie de onoare sa publicim in
Forum Masonic, de acum inainte, planse ale fratilor
mei scotieni. Ca urmare, l-am rugat pe Drept Res-
pectabilul Frate Gordon Michie sa scrie o plansa
despre istoria Lojii Hope of Kurrachee. Este chiar
articolul care urmeaza Argumentului meu.

Veti simti din plin atmosfera speciala a Scotiei
in acest numdr al Forumului Masonic. Prin foto-
reportajul meu de la Dunfermline Abbey, un fantastic
lacas de cult ce dateaza din 1072, unde sunt inmor-
mantati, printre altii, Robert the Bruce si William
Schaw. Evident, nu se putea sa nu va prezentam
povestea vietii lui William Schaw, Maestru al Lucra-
rilor in perioada Regelui James al VI-lea al Scotiei,
pentru construirea de castele si palate, cel care a fost
si Supraveghetor General al maestrilor operativi,
elabordnd in 1598 un Statut care reprezintd un cod
de reguli ce guverneaza activitatile masonilor ope-
rativi din Scotia si, un an mai tarziu, a scris un al
doilea Statut in care a abordat problema organizarii
locale a lojilor.

Alaturi de cativa frati si prieteni am vizitat Blair
Castle, care a fost resedinta Ducilor de Atholl, dintre
care doi au fost Mari Maestri in Anglia si in Scotia.

Va oferim, ca intotdeauna, o viziune globala a
Masoneriei, publicand interviuri foarte interesante
cu Michael Kraus si Aras Kazaz, doua personalitati
exceptionale care au marcat existenta si evolutia
Craftului in tarile lor (Austria, respectiv Azerbaidjan).

Incheiem acest numar al revistei cu un eseu al lui
Thomas Jackson despre relevanta Masoneriei in
lumea de astazi.

the Lodge Hope of Kurrachee began organizing
weekly Zoom meetings, with very interesting papers.

Because I have learned a lot in the two years of
Zoom meetings and because [ became a member of
the Lodge I see it as a matter of honour to from now
on publish articles of my Scottish brethren in the
Masonic Forum. As such, I have asked RW Bro.
Gordon Michie to write a paper on the history of the
Lodge Hope of Kurrachee. It is the article that comes
right after my Argument.

You will fully appreciate the special atmosphere of
Scotland in this issue of the Masonic Forum. Take my
piece on the Dunfermline Abbey, a fantastic place of
worship dating back to 1072, containing the tombs of,
among others, Robert the Bruce and William Schaw.
Of course, we could not fail to present you the story
of William Schaw (Master of Works during the reign
of King James VI of Scotland) for the construction of
castles and palaces. He was also General Warden of
the operative masters, drafting a Status in 1598 that
represents a code of laws governing the activities of
operative masons in Scotland; one year later he wrote
a second Status in which he took on the matter of the
local organization of the Lodges.

Alongside several brethren and friends I visited
Blair Castle, which was the residence of the Dukes of
Atholl, two of whom were Grand Masters in England
and Scotland.

As always, we give you a global overview of Free-
masonry by publishing very interesting interviews
with Michael Kraus and Aras Kazaz, two exceptional
personalities that have marked the existence and
evolution of the Craft in their countries: Austria and
Azerbaijan respectively.

We end this issue with an essay by Thomas
Jackson on the relevance of Freemasonry in today’s
world.
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GORDON MICHIE | Past Substitute Provincial GM, Prov. GL of Fife and Kinross, GL of Scotland
PM, Lodge Earl Haig No. 1260, Grand Lodge of Scotland
IPM, Lodge Hope of Kurrachee No. 337, Grand Lodge of Scotland

Loja Hope of
Kurrachee nr. 337
(Constitutia Scotiana)

In timpul pandemiei de Covid-19 eram inci Vene-
rabilul Lojii Hope of Kurrachee nr. 337 si o conduceam
prin ape necunoscute. In tinerete, in calitate de Franc-
mason, unul dintre obiectivele mele masonice a fost
dintotdeauna sa ma alatur
lojilor de cercetare locale,
pentru ca admiram devota-
mentul Fratelui John Kirkaldy,
Maestru din Trecut al Lojii
Elgin din Leven nr. 91, si forta
motoare din spatele restau-
rarii Lojii noastre la sfarsitul
anilor '80. Cu ocazia celei de-a
150-a aniversari, aflandu-ma
in postura de Maestru tanar
si nou investit al Lojii mele
Mamad, mi s-a cerut sa propun
un toast in cinstea Lojii la di-
neul festiv. Sarcina asta mi-a
starnit un mare interes pentru

det BlL

The Lodge Hope of
Kurrachee No. 337
(Scottish Constitution)

During the COVID-19 pandemic I found myself
remaining in the Chair of the Lodge Hope of Kurrachee
no 337 and steering the Lodge through unchartered
territory. As a young Freemason it had always been
one of my masonic goals to
join our local research Lodge,
as | had admired the dedica-
tion of Bro John Kirkaldy PM
of Elgin’s Lodge at Leven
No. 91 and the driving force
behind the reponement of our
Lodge in the late 1980s. At
the 150% anniversary, as a
young and newly installed
Master of my Mother Lodge,
[ was asked to propose a toast
to the history of the Lodge at
the celebratory dinner. This
task gave me a keen interest
in the history of the Lodge

istoria Lojii, iar de-a lungul
timpului simtisem mereu ca intr-o buna zi voi urca pe
Tronul lui Solomon si imi voi aprofunda cercetdrile in
istoria ei.

Ca ajutor in misiunea mea am avut norocul sa am
acces la cartile cu minutele Lojii de la restaurare in-
coace, iar articolul de fata este o reproducere integrala
a unuia pregatit in baza mai multor planse stranse de
doi dintre Maestrii din Trecut initiali din perioada
cand Loja se afla In Pakistan - Fratele Reverend Robin
Trotter si Fratele Bill Black -, dar si de John Kirkaldy,
pe care l-am pomenit deja, si de Fratele John Martin,
bunul sdu prieten si celalalt membru al fortei din
spatele restaurarii Lojii. Schema istorica il conduce pe
cititor de-a lungul primilor ani ai Lojii in India, apoi la
inceputul Adormirii, pricinuita de situatia politica din
Pakistan de la inceputul anilor 70, iar in cele din urma
la restaurarea Lojii.

Ca adaugire la informatiile extraordinare despre
anii de inceput ai Lojii am adaugat o a patra parte
de istorie catre finalul articolului, care evidentiaza
parcursul Lojii de la restaurare si puncteaza subiectele
de cercetare abordate mai de curand de membrii ei.

and over the years I had
always felt that  would one day like to attain the Chair
and further my own researches into its history.

As an aid in my task I was fortunate to have
access to the minute books of the Lodge since its
reponement and to a paper which [ have reproduced
in full, prepared from various other papers that have
been collected by two of the original Past Masters
from the Lodge’s time in Pakistan, Bro. Revd. Robin
Trotter and Bro. Bill Black, and the aforementioned
John Kirkaldy and his good friend and the other
member of the driving force for reponement, Bro.
John Martin. The Historical Sketch leads the reader
through the early years of the Lodge in India, the
onset of Dormancy due to the political situation in
Pakistan in the early 70s and the reponing of the
Lodge.

To add to this fantastic insight into the Lodge’s
early years | have added a fourth part of the history at
the end of this paper, which highlights the journey the
Lodge has been on since its reponement and highlights
some of the more recent research undertaken into
members of the Lodge.



=

=

SCHEMA ISTORICA A LOJII
PARTEA INTAI - INTEMEIEREA
LOJII IN INDIA

In primul rand, si discutdm despre numele Lojii -
Loja Hope of Kurrachee (Constitutia Scotiani). In
timpul zbaterilor pentru restaurarea Lojii, in dosarul
de candidatura a fost trecut numele ,Lodge Hope
Grand Lodge”. Insa arhivele din Edinburgh au aratat ca
numele complet era , Loja Hope of Kurrachee”.

Multe Loji si-au tiparit pe copertele cartilor cu
minutele intalnirilor lor, carti oferite de Marea Loja,
titluri de tipul Loja - Numele - din Orasul. La fel ca in
cazul Lojii Hope, Lojile nu au folosit niciodata articolul
»the” sau sufixul orasului. Din acest punct de vedere
stim sigur ca Trezorierii Lojilor au fost foarte recu-
noscatori — imaginati-va cat s-a platit pentru brodarea
literelor suplimentare de pe esarfele Lojii!

Cuvantul ,Kurrachee” apare scris in mai multe mo-
duri, generand si mai multa confuzie.

Pentru Inca mai multa confuzie, in zilele ei de in-
ceput Loja a purtat mai multe numere, ca de exemplu
132,350,421 si, in cele din urma, a ramas la 337, care
apartinuse Lojii Australasia Kilwinning, din Melbourne,
care a fost scoasa de pe rolul Marii Loji in 1835.

De-a lungul acestei confuzii de nume si numere,
singura parte care a ramas foarte importanta pentru
fratii din India a fost Constitutia Scotiana, datorita
faptului ca pe atunci functionau trei Mari Loji, anume
in Scotia, Anglia si Irlanda. Dorinta Fratilor de a fi
identificati cu Scotia arata ca si atunci, ca si acum, erau
niste nationalisti convinsi.

Loja are origini militar-coloniale. Prima etapa din
formarea masonica a fost emiterea unei Carte Militare,
emisd in 1769 din postura de Loja Calatoare, in nu-
mele Lojii Moriah, Loja Colonelului Wedderburn din
Regimentul 22 Infanterie, Regimentul Cheshire. Era un
regiment englez alcatuit din soldati- cu precdadere
irlandezi - si ofiteri - majoritatea scotieni -, realizand
astfel o combinatie nemaipomenita in numeroasele
batalii si razboaie in care au fost implicati pentru pas-
trarea Imperiului.

Regimentului i-a fost emis intr-o prima faza un
Mandat de Calatorie din partea Marii Loji a Irlandei,
dar a fost pierdut in timpul mobilizarii pe Mississippi,
in jurul anului 1759. Pana sa primeasca acea Carta
Militara din partea Scotiei, probabil ca s-au intalnit
Jin stil irlandez”, informal, ca sa pastreze treaz
interesul Fratilor - aflati la 9600 de kilometri de-
partare si la trei luni de navigat - pe care au reusit
sa-i aduca sub controlul lor inainte sa fie mobilizati
in alta parte.

In ceea ce priveste numerele, primul numar alocat
Regimentului de Marea Loja a Scotiei a fost 132, numit

Forum Masonic

HISTORICAL SKETCH OF THE LODGE
PART ONE - THE FOUNDING OF
THE LODGE IN INDIA

We shall endeavor to pass on the information that
has been collated regarding the incidents leading up
to its formative years and following.

Firstly, to address the Lodge’s name - the Lodge
Hope of Kurrachee (Scottish Constitution). During the
throes of reponing the Lodge, on the application form
the name was inserted as “Lodge Hope Grand Lodge”.
Based on the records in the archives in Edinburgh,
they pointed out that the name was fully The Lodge
Hope of Kurrachee.

On this basis, many Lodges have embossed on the
cover of their early minute books, which were supplied
by the Grand Lodge, the title “The Lodge” - name -
“of” — town. Similar to Lodge Hope, Lodges have never
used the prefix “the” or the suffix of the town. Of this
we are sure the respective Lodge Treasurers are very
grateful - imagine having to pay for the embroidery of
these extra letters on the Lodge Sashes!

The word “Kurrachee” has several ways of spelling,
causing more confusion.

To add further confusion, in its early days the
Lodge had several numbers, such as 132,350,421 and
finally ending up with 337, which had belonged to
Lodge Australasia Kilwinning, Melbourne which was
removed from the Roll of Grand Lodge in 1835.

Throughout this confusion of names and numbers
the one part that remained very important to the
brethren in India was that of the Scottish Constitution.
This was due to the fact that three Grand Lodges
functioned at that time, these being Scotland, England
and Ireland. The Brethren's desire to be proudly
identified with Scotland indicated that they were just
as staunch Nationalists as they are today.

The Lodge has descended from military/colonial
origins. The first step of its masonic formation was the
issue of a Military Charter in 1769 as a Travelling
Lodge in the name of Moriah, Colonel Wedderburn'’s
Lodge in the 22" Regiment of Foot, the Cheshire
Regiment. This was an English County Regiment
consisting of soldiers - mainly Irish - and Officers -
mostly Scots -, resulting in an awesome combination
in the many battles and wars in which they were
involved with maintaining the Empire.

The Regiment was originally issued a Travelling
Warrant from the Grand Lodge of Ireland, but this got
lost during their posting to the Mississippi, round
about 1759. Until they received the Military Charter
from Scotland, they probably met in “Irish fashion”,
informally, to maintain the interest of the brethren -
being 6000 miles away and 3 months sailing time from
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Moriah, emis in 1769 si retras in 1809. insila 1 noiem-
brie 1813 se pare ca Loja a fost restaurata / redeschisa
si redenumita, capatand numarul 251 si numele United
Brothers (Fratii Uniti), Muntele Templului Moria,
Portul Spaniei, Trinidad. E o legatura destul de subreda,
insa prin denumire e Indeajuns de certa incat sa fie
foarte relevanta.

Cu privire la aparitia si regularizarea Francmasone-
riei sub Constitutia Scotiana in India, care pe atunci se
afla sub influenta puternica a Marii Loji a Angliei,
Marea Loja a Scotiei are inregistrata minuta in cadrul
Conventului Anual tinut la Edinburgh in 30 noiembrie
1836. Marele Maestru, Lordul Ramsay, a declarat atunci
urmatoarele:

,Fratele James Burnes, KH, LLD etc. de la Onorabilele
Servicii ale Companiei Indiilor de Est era pe cale sa se
intoarca in India si s-a gandit ca informatiile si cu-
noasterea superioare ale Frate-
lui Burnes ar avea o importan-
ta covarsitoare in promovarea
utilitatii Breslei in zona aceea de
lume. Fratele Burnes s-a rugat
staruitor sa fie numit Mare
Maestru Provizoriu al Provin-
ciilor Indiilor de Vest si Depen-
dintelor, cdpatand autoritatea
sa intemeieze loji in aceste
Provincii. Propunerea si numi-
rea au fost aprobate in unani-
mitate, cu conditia expresa ca
toate lojile ce vor fi intemeiate
de Fratele Burnes sa preia Carta
de constituire de la Marea Loja
a Scotiei si sa ramana sub au-

home - whom they were able to bring under control
before they were posted to some other parts.

With regards to numbers, the first one allocated to
the Regiment by the Grand Lodge of Scotland was
No 132, named Moriah, issued in 1769 and cut off
in 1809. However, on 15t November 1813, it would
appear that the Lodge was reponed / reopened and
was given a new number - 251 - and name of United
Brothers, The Temple Mount Moriah, Port of Spain,
Trinidad. A rather tenuous connection, but safe enough
through its name content to be very relevant.

Regarding the conception and regularization of
Freemasonry under the Scottish Constitution in India,
which at that time was very strong under the Grand
Lodge of England, the Grand Lodge of Scotland has the
following minute at the Annual Communications held in
Edinburgh on 30" November 1836. During the course of
this address, the Grand Master Mason, Lord
Ramsay, stated:

“Brother James Burnes KH, LLD etc., of
the Honorable East India Companies Ser-
vice was about to return to India, and he
thought that the superior information
and knowledge on masonry possessed by
Brother Burnes would be of the utmost
importance in promoting the usefulness
of the Craft in that quarter of the globe.
He begged to propose Brother Burnes be
appointed Provisional Grand Master over
the Provinces of Western India and De-
pendencies, with authority to establish
lodges in these Provinces. This nomina-
tion and appointment was unanimously
approved under the express condition

toritatea ei, si sd se angajeze
sa intocmeasca declaratii anuale ale membrilor lor,
platind in acelasi timp cotizatie Marii Loji pentru con-
semnarea numelor lor in Cartile Marii Loji.”

Liniile de comunicare si transport erau de asa na-
tura ca Fratele Burnes a ajuns la Bombay spre sfarsitul
lui decembrie 1837, iar la 1 ianuarie 1838 a deschis si
a intemeiat Marea Lojd Provinciala a Indiilor de Vest
si Dependentele Ei sub Scotia, lucrul acesta petre-
candu-se la un an dupa numirea lui din partea Marii
Loji. Printre Oficialii Provinciali numiti - in total 24 -
se numarau doi Prim Supraveghetori, patru Secund
Supraveghetori. Erau cincisprezece ofiteri (maiori,
locotenent-colonei, locotenenti si capitani), restul
fiind oficiali guvernamentali si administratori. Astfel
a inceput influenta serviciului militar-colonial asupra
Francmasoneriei.

Marele interes al Fratelui Burnes fata de Franc-
masoneria Scotiand a inceput cand a devenit Membru
al Lojei Perseverance nr. 546 (Constitutie Engleza),
devenindu-i apoi Maestru Venerabil in 1839/1840. In

that all lodges to be established by Broth-
er Burnes shall take their Charter of Constitution from
and hold under, the Grand Lodge of Scotland, and shall
undertake to make annual returns of their intrants, and
remit at the same time the Grand lodge dues, for re-
cording their names in the Books of Grand Lodge.”
Such were the lines of communication and trans-
port that Brother Burnes arrived in Bombay towards
the end of December 1837 and on 1* January 1838
opened and established the Provincial Grand Lodge of
Western India and its Dependencies under Scotland,
this occurring one year after his Grand Lodge appoint-
ment. Of the Provincial Office Bearers appointed -
totalling 24 - there were 2 SWs and 4 JWs. They con-
sisted of 15 Officers - Majors, Lieutenant Colonels,
Lieutenants, Captains -, the remainder being Govern-
ment Officials and Administrators, this starting the
Military/Colonial Service influence on Freemasonry.
The great interest that Brother Burnes had for
Scottish Freemasonry can be traced back to his
becoming a Member of Lodge Perseverance No 546



1836 era deja Maestru din Trecut al Lojii St. Peter,
Montrose. Din fericire pentru Loja Hope, Perseverance
a apelat la Marea Loja a Angliei ca sa formeze o Mare
Loja Districtuald a Angliei in India, al carei prim Mare
Maestru Districtual sa fie Fratele Burnes. Nu s-a primit
niciun raspuns din partea Angliei. Intre timp, Fratele
Burnes refuzase sa dea curs anumitor cereri de a
forma o Loja sub steagul scotian,
asta din pricina ca formarea unei
Loji scotiene ar fi afectat interesele
Lojii Perseverance, al carei Maestru
Venerabil fusese.

Tntémplétor, strabunicul Fratelui
Burnes a fost fratele mai mare al lui
William Burnes, tatal lui Robbie
Burnes, ,Bardul Nemuritor” al Sco-
tiei, ceea ce cred ca il face pe Robbie
Burnes var de gradul al treilea al
Fratelui James Burnes, fost Mare

(English Constitution) and becoming Master thereof
in 1839/1840. He was already a Past Master of St
Peters Lodge, Montrose, in 1836. Fortunately for
Lodge Hope, Perseverance sought the Grand Lodge of
England to form a District Grand Lodge of England in
India, with Brother Burnes as the first District Grand
Master. This communication received no reply from
England. Brother Burnes had, during
this time, refused to comply with
several requests to form a Lodge
under the Scottish Banner. This was
due to the fact that the formation of
a Scottish Lodge would affect the
interest of Lodge Perseverance of
which he was, as stated, Master.
Incidentally, Brother Burnes’
great-grandfather was the eldest
brother of William Burnes, the
father of Scotland’s “Immortal Bard”

Maestru.

Cam pe atunci, in 1840, a Inceput sa fie discutat
serios subiectul admiterii nativilor din India, intrucat
Francmasoneria era un taram al europenilor albi.
Subiectul a razbatut liber in presa vremii, iar Fratele
Burnes a fost unul dintre cei mai infocati sustinatori.
Situatia discriminatoare a fost rezolvata in 1843, cand
Loja Rising Star of Western India nr. 342 a primit o
Carta ce-i permitea sa admita in exclusivitate nativi in
Breasla. Primul ei Maestru Venerabil a fost Fratele
Burnes. Fiind prima Loja de acest gen din India si,
probabil, din lumea iIntreagd, a cules roade imbel-
sugate, atragand dintre nativi niste masoni foarte
dedicati.

Fratele Burnes a fost mutat de la baza lui din
Bombay la Calcutta timp de sase luni. S-a intors la
inceputul lui 1841, ceea ce a intarziat si mai mult
dezvoltarea Craftului scotian. In acel an, Fratele
Burnes a suferit o pierdere foarte grea - doi dintre
fratii sai au fost asasinati la Kabul. Din pricina acestei
nenorociri, a ramas o vreme retras. Dupa aceea, cand
s-a reintors la Regiment, distingdndu-se in timpul
Razboiului Peninsular, i-a atras atentia Fratelui
Generalul Sir Charles Napier si a fost mutat In India,
iar In timp a ajuns sa fie stationat la Kurrachee.

Rabbie Burns, which I think makes
Rabbie Burns the third cousin of Brother James
Burnes, PGM.

It was about this time in 1840 that the subject of
the admission of the natives of India began to be seri-
ously discussed. As Freemasonry was a white Europe-
an domain, the matter was freely ventilated in the
press of the day, and Brother Burnes was one of its
strongest advocates. This discrimination was resolved
in 1843, when Lodge Rising Star of Western India
No 342 was granted a Charter for the exclusive admis-
sion of natives into the Craft, Brother Burnes being its
first Master. With it being the first Lodge of its kind in
India and probably the world, it reaped a bountiful
harvest of very interested Masons from the natives.

Brother Burnes was posted from his base in
Bombay to Calcutta for six months, from whence he
returned early in 1841. This further delayed the
development of the Scottish Craft. During this year
Brother Burnes suffered a very sad loss, in the respect
of two of his brothers being murdered in Kabul. Due
to this catastrophe, he remained in retirement for
some time. Meanwhile, coming back to the Regiment,
after distinguished service in the Peninsular War,
where it had attracted the attention of Brother General
Sir Charles Napier, it was posted to India and in due
course came to be stationed at Kurrachee.

Kurrachee at that time was not much more than a
fishing village, situated about 700 miles NW of Bombay,
on one side the Arabian Sea and the delta of the river
Indus close by, somewhat similar to the town of Leven,
except that Leven is not bounded by deserts with
120°F temperatures.

The Masons who were in the Regiment, having very
little to do during the hot seasons, when campaigning
was restricted (this was war by weather!) could only
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Pe atunci, Kurrachee nu era decat un sat de pescari,
situat la circa 1100 de kilometri nord-vest fata de
Bombay, avand intr-o parte Marea Arabica si delta
fluviului Indus in apropiere, cumva asemanator
orasului Leven, cu exceptia faptului ca Leven nu
e Tnconjurat de deserturi cu temperaturi de
50 de grade.

Masonii din Regiment, avand foarte putine
de facut in timpul anotimpurilor calde, cand
nu se pleca in campanie (vorbim despre o
perioada cand se facea razboi in functie
de vreme!), nu puteau sa-si ocupe timpul
decat pescuind si facand baie, iar din punct
de vedere masonic discutand numai intre
ei si cu noii membri care se alaturau
Regimentului. Era aproape imposibil sa
participe la intalnirile celei mai apropiate
Loji, pentru ca se aflala 1100 de kilometri, la Bombay.

In cele din urma Drept Respectabilul Frate James
Burnes, Marele Maestru Provincial, a primit o petitie
din partea Fratilor din Regimentul 22 Infanterie
stationat la Kurrachee, in regiunea Sindh, care erau
dornici sa-si aprofundeze interesele masonice in
cadrul unei Loji scotiene regulare.

in 25 aprilie 1842, Marele Maestru Provincial
Robert Burnes a intemeiat Francmasoneria Scotiana
in India, sub autoritatea Marei Loji a Scotiei, emitand
o Carta Provizorie Fratilor de la Kurrachee prin care
le permitea sa se alcatuiasca intr-o Loja cu denumirea
,Hope” (Speranta). Carta Provizorie insemna per-
misiunea de a tine Intruniri pana cand Marea Loja a
Scotiei a emis o Carta - cu numarul 421 - care a in-
locuit-o pe cea Provizorie.

Tinuta inaugurala a avut loc in 17 mai 1842, cand
Fratele Capitan R. H. Maclntosh a fost Inscaunat
Maestru Venerabil - si ce nume scotian excelent care
sa inceapa Francmasoneria scotiana in India!

Din prima minuta citim urmatoarele:

,A fost primita o dispensa din partea Prea Respec-
tabilului James Burnes, Mare Maestru Provincial al
Provinciilor de Nord-Vest din India Britanica, datat
25 aprilie, anul Domnului 1842, anul Francmasonic
5842, numindu-i pe Fratele ]J.L. Pennefether drept
Venerabil din Trecut, pe R.H. MacIntosh drept prim
Maestru Venerabil si pe A.H.0. Matthews si M.
McMurdo drept Prim Supraveghetor, respectiv Secund
Supraveghetor si oferindu-le autorizatia sa inteme-
ieze o Lojd, denumiti «Loja Hope». In conformitate cu
Mandatul, urmatorii Frati s-au intalnit la Kurrachee
in 17 mai 1842 la ora 2 dupa-amiaza. Urmeaza o lista
cu numele celor opt oficiali.”

Oficialii au fost instalati pe loc, dupa care au fost
aprobate cele douazeci de articole ale Regulamentelor.
Loja a fost trecuta la gradul al doilea, iar Fratii Fenning
si Hayman, care au semnat petitia In calitate de

occupy their time by fishing and bathing, and masonically
by conversation only between themselves and new
members joining the Regiment. To attend the
nearest Lodge meeting was impossible, as the
nearest Lodge was 700 miles away in Bombay.
Eventually a Petition was presented to RW
Brother James Burnes, Provincial Grand
Master, by the brethren of the 22
Regiment of Foot, stationed at Kurrachee,
in the territory of Scinde, who were
desirous of furthering the interests of
Freemasonry within a regularly constituted
Scottish Lodge.
On 25% of April 1842 the Provincial
Grand Master Brother Burnes established
Scottish Freemasonry in India under his
authority from the Grand Lodge of Scotland,
by issuing a Provisional Charter to Brethren at
Kurrachee to form themselves into a Lodge to be
styled “Hope”. The Provisional Charter, I believe, is
permission to hold meetings until a Charter is issued
by the Grand Lodge of Scotland and will take its place
and precedence from the Provisional Issue on that
date. The new Lodge was numbered 421 by the Grand
Lodge.

The inaugural meeting was held on 17% May 1842,
when Brother Captain R.H. MacIntosh was installed as
Worshipful Master - and what an excellent Scottish
name to start Scottish Freemasonry in India!

The first recorded minute reads:

“A warrant of Dispensation having been received
from the Most Worshipful James Burnes, Provincial
Grand Master of the North Western Provinces of
British India, dated Bombay, the 25% of April in the
year of our Lord 1842 and of Freemasonry 5842,
constituting and appointing Brother ].L. Pennefether
as Past Master, R.H. MacIntosh as first Worshipful
Master and A.H.O. Matthews and M. McMurdo as the
first Senior and Junior Warders respectively, authorizing
them to assemble a Lodge for the purpose of Free-
masonry, and to be designated «Lodge Hope». In
pursuance thereof the following Brethren assembled
at Kurrachee on 17% May 1842 at 2 noon” - there
follows a list of 8 names of the Office Bearers.

The office bearers were duly installed, thereafter
the following business was conducted: the twenty
articles of the Bye-Laws were approved. The Lodge
was passed to the 2™ and Brothers Fenning and
Hayman, who as entered apprentices signed the
petition, were made Fellows of Craft. Four candidates
were proposed and duly initiated, a further five
candidates were proposed, this indicating the Masonic
enthusiasm within the Regiment.

The meetings were thereafter held on Thursdays
and what was termed 2 o’clock noon. The one regular
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Ucenici, au fost facuti Calfe. Patru candidati au fost
propusi si initiati pe loc, dupa care au fost propusi alti
cinci candidati.

latd, deci, ce entuziasm masonic exista In Regiment.

Intalnirile au fost tinute dupa aceea joia, la ora 2
dupa-amiaza. Unica Intalnire regulara si cele patru de
urgentd care au fost tinute pana la instalare au produs
douadzeci si trei de initieri, zece ritualuri de calfa si
doua ridicari la gradul de maestru.

Pe lista celor care au participat la instalare in
24 iunie, ziua de Sfantul loan, la ora 9 seara, se afla
Venerabilul Maestru, trei Venerabili din Trecut (cum?),
Secundul Supraveghetor, Secre- = .
tarul, Trezorierul, Primul Diacon, g
Secundul Diacon, Acoperitorul Ex- ’
tern, Acoperitorul Intern, cinci E
calfe si cincisprezece ucenici, ma-
joritatea Fratilor avind mentionat
dupa nume Rangul si Regimentul.
Oficialii au fost instalati, insa
meritd observatda numirea a doi
Secretari, Diaconi Principali, Dia-
coni Secundari, Acoperitori Externi

meeting and four emergency meetings which were
held till the Installation disposed of 23 Initiations,
10 passings and 2 raisings.

Listed as attending the Installation on St Johns Day
24" June at 9 o’clock noon was RWM, 3PM [how?], JW,
Sec, Tres, SD, JD, IG, Tyler, 5 FC and 15 EA, the majority
of the Brethren having at the end of their names their
Rank and Regiment. The Office Bearers were installed,
but worthy of note was the appointment in duplicate
of Secretary, SD, JD, IG and Tyler, this being possibly
due to the Regiment being on field duty and office
bearers being called away on service.

: The Lodge was closed
with the following state-
ments:

“The Lodge was warned
to be assembled as a Lodge
of Emergency on Thursday
the 30 June at 2 noon.”

The Lodge closed in
Fidelity at 20 minutes
to 11 o’clock pm. I hope,
Brethren, that the Installa-

si Acoperitori Interni, poate din
pricina ca Regimentul era pe teren si era posibil ca
oficialii sa fie chemati In misiune.

Loja a fost Inchisa cu urmatoarea declaratie:

»Loja a fost anuntata sa se reuneasca de urgenta
joi, 30 iunie, la ora 2 dupd-amiaza.”

Lucrarile Lojii s-au incheiat la ora 11 fara 20 seara.
Sper, Fratilor, ca sedinta a durat numai doua ore, nu
paisprezece, pentru ca nu se pomeneste nicdieri
despre vreo Intrerupere. Urmatoarea insemnare din
cartea Lojii este o trecere in revista a Proprietatilor
primite de Maestru si semnate de el la acea data la
Kurrachee.

In luna noiembrie 1842, Loja a cerut permisiunea
Marii Loji Provinciale sa-i confere autoritatea ca ade-
varatul principiu al Francmasoneriei de la Kurrachee
sa se extindd in partea nordicd a regiunii Sindh,
intrucat Regimentul urma si fie relocat acolo. In
17 februarie 1843, Regimentul 22 a fost varful de lance
al trupelor Fratelui General Sir Charles Napier care au
castigat batalia de la Mesanee. Regimentul s-a re-
marcat prin curajul de care a dat dovada si a primit
cea mai Tnalta distinctie de la Comandantul lor care,
apropos, a fost primul Membru Onorific al Lojii Hope.
In Sali exista o tabletd purtand urmétoarea inscriptie:

»Acest Templu Masonic a fost inaltat prin cotizatii
din partea urmatorilor Frati [urmeaza treizeci de
nume]. Piatra de temelie a fost pusa de Sir Charles
Napier, Guvernator si Cuceritor al Regiunii Sindh, la
4 septembrie 1845

In 1848, Marea Loja a Scotiei si-a amintit de Loji,
iar numarul Lojii Hope a fost modificat din 421 in 350.

tion meeting was only 2
hours long and not 14 hours, as there is no mention
of an adjournment. The next entry in the minute
book is an inventory of all the Lodge Property re-
ceived by the Master and signed by him on that date
at Kurrachee.

In November of that year, the Lodge sought
permission from PGL to grant authority that the true
principle of Freemasonry at Kurrachee be extended to
the Upper Scinde, as the Regiment was to be ordered
there. On 17" February 1843 the 22" Regiment was
the spearhead of Brother General Sir Charles Napier’s
force which won the Battle of Mesanee. The Regiment
conducted itself with distinction and bravery and
received the highest commendations from their
Commander who was, incidentally, made the first
Honorary Member of Lodge Hope.

Brother Napier, who later became Governor of
Scinde, granted the Lodge a plot of ground in Kurrachee,
so that they may build a Masonic Temple. This goal
was achieved in 1845, the foundation stone which was
laid by Lieutenant General Sir Charles Napier (he had
been promoted). In the Hall there was a tablet bearing
the following inscription:

“This Masonic Temple was erected by subscription
of the following Brethren [Here follows 30 names].
The foundation stone was laid by Sir Charles Napier,
Governor and Conqueror of Scinde on 4th September
1845

In 1848, Grand Lodge of Scotland renumbered the
Lodges and Lodge Hope was changed from 421 to
become No 350.



Din 1865 pana in 1871, Loja nu a putut primi
raspunsuri la scrisori, subventii sau diplome din
partea Marii Loji Provinciale. Au rezolvat aceasta
problema comunicadnd direct cu Marea Loja din
Edinburgh.

Am vorbit mai devreme despre Loja
Perseverance nr. 546 (Constitutie
Englezd). Neprimind sprijin din partea
Angliei, s-a transferat in jurisdictia
Scotiei, Impreuna cu instrumentele de
lucru, regulamentele etc. si a primit
Carta Provizorie in 10 decembrie 1842,
precum si numarul 422. Am descoperit
ca Perseverance nr. 422 a fost trans-
formata de Marea Loja In nr. 338 1n
1897, presupunand ca Loja Hope a fost

From 1865 to 1871 the Lodge could receive no
response to correspondence, receipts or diplomas
from PGL. They solved this problem by communicating
directly with the Grand Lodge in Edinburgh.

Earlier | made a reference to Lodge
Perseverance No 546 (English Consti-
tution). This lodge, receiving no support
from England, transferred its allegiance
to Scotland with its Banner Working
Tools, Bye-Laws etc. and was granted a
Provisional Charter on 10" December
1842 and was numbered 422. From my
searches | found that Perseverance 422
was changed by Grand Lodge to 338 in
1897. Assuming Lodge Hope is the first
Scottish Lodge in India and Persever-

prima Loja Scotiana in India iar Perse-

ance the second, they would have the

verance a doua, schimband numerele
cam n aceeasi perioada.

Sper sa nu va fi incurcat In comple-
xitatea datelor, numelor, evenimen-
telor, faptelor etc. din anii pregatitori
ai Lojii.

Exista o traditie la Kurrachee de
care indragitul, respectatul si onorabilul
Frate Bill Black, Venerabil din Trecut,
era foarte mandru: in 17 mai, ziua in
care se aniverseaza intemeierea Lojii
Hope, Fratii isi aminteau de fondatori
dupa cum urmeaza:

Fratii din Loja erau chemati la

numbers changed at the same time.

We trust you are not lost by the
complexities of dates, names, incidents,
facts etc. which formed the early years
of this Lodge.

There was one tradition which that
well-loved, respected and honorable
Brother Bill Black PM was very proud
of in Kurrachee: on the Anniversary of
Lodge Hope Founding on 17%" May, the
Brethren remembered the founders, as
follows:

The Brethren in the Lodge were
called to order in the 3,

ordine cate trei,

O Trompeta suna la Vest si era data citirii prece-
denta minuta a lojii,

Maestrul a enumerat Lista Fondatorilor, si anume:

Fratii: [.L. Pennefether, A. McPherson, R.H.
MacIntosh, A. Hayman, A.H. O’Matthews si altii, H.
McMurdo, H.F. Dilley, .A. Ore, H. Fenning, C. Benbow

Urmata de deschiderea propriu-zisa, proclamata de
la Est.

Acestea au fost bazele Francmasoneriei in India si
ale Intemeierii Lojii Hope. Marea Loja detine primele
cincizeci si sapte de minute ale tinutelor lojii, Regula-
mentele originale, iar singura piesda de mobilier
originala aflata in posesia noastra este Carta acestei
Loji veche de 150 de ani.

PARTEA A DOUA
TRECEREA IN ADORMIRE

In 1973, Francmasoneria a fost scoasi din legali-
tate In Pakistan, iar proprietatile si fondurile tuturor
organizatiilor masonice au fost sechestrate de Stat. Cu

A Bugle sounded last post from
the West,

The Roll of Founders was called by the Master, The
Founders being Brothers I[.L. Pennefether, A.
McPherson, R.H. Maclntosh, A. Hayman, A.H.O.
Matthews and others, H. McMurdo, H. E Dilley, L.A.
Ore, H. Fenning, C. Benbow

This being followed by Reveille being sounded
from the East.

These have been the foundations of Masonry in
India and the history of the formation of Lodge Hope.
The Grand Lodge has in its possession the first seven
minute books, the original Articles of Bye-Laws and
the only piece of original furniture in our possession
is that of the Charter of this 150-year-old Lodge.

PART TWO
THE ONSET OF DORMANCY

In 1973 Freemasonry in Pakistan was declared an
unlawful association and the property and funds of all
masonic organizations were sequestrated by the State.
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timpul, a devenit limpede ca erau putine sanse ca
interdictia sa fie ridicata in viitorul apropiat, iar Marea
Loj3, In conformitate cu Constitutia si Legile, a declarat
adormirea Lojii Hope si a tuturor celorlalte Loji de
Constitutie Scotiand din Pakistan.

Ca sa Intelegem cum si-a pierdut Loja Hope dreptul
de a exista In Pakistan trebuie sa intelegem o parte din
istoria provinciei Sindh.

Cand s-a format Loja, unul dintre primii ei membri
a fost Richard Burton, care mai tarziu a scris povestile
intitulate ,0 mie si una de nopti”. A realizat si o
descriere a regiunii intr-o carte numita ,Scinde, The
Unhappy Valley” (,Sindh, valea nefericita”). Volumul
descrie natura si istoria popoarelor din Provincia
Sindh, un taram cu popoare diferite, limbi diferite,
detinut si condus de mosieri, regi si printi care cautau
cu totii puterea.

Religia dominanta era islamul. Cand teritoriul era
sub stdpanire britanica, lupta pentru putere era
tinutd sub control de armata si de administratia colo-
niala. Cand si-a obtinut independenta, a preluat con-
trolul asa-numita politica modernd, au avut loc raz-
boaie si rascoale. Zulfiqar Ali Bhutto, liderul Partidului
Popular Pakistanez, un mosier, a devenit premier in
1971, iar un an mai tarziu a scos Pakistanul din
Commonwealth-ul Britanic. El a devenit Statul si si-a
inlaturat rivalii de la putere folosindu-se de serviciul
de securitate. Insd armata nu a tolerat situatia si a
preluat conducerea tarii.

In lupta pentru pastrarea puterii, Bhutto a ciutat
sa obtina sprijinul partidelor din opozitie incercand sa
obtina sustinerea votantilor islamisti scotand in
ilegalitate Francmasoneria, considerata anti-islamista
intrucat are radacini evreiesti. Loja Hope era o Loja
crestina fondata de crestini. Membrii locali ai celorlalte
Rituri masonice erau in principal europeni (crestini)
si indieni (hindusi). Astfel, Breasla a fost scoasa in
ilegalitate si toate proprietatile i-au fost confiscate.
Loja a fost sigilata, la fel si toate bunurile, adica mobila
si arhivele. Fratii aveau in cladire dulapuri in care
tineau Insemnele si uniformele oficiale - si ele s-au
pierdut.

Mare parte din arhivele celor noua organizatii care
imparteau cladirea a fost confiscata si, in ciuda
rugamintilor insistente, a ramas In Pakistan, daca nu
cumva a fost distrusa complet.

Superba cladire care a gazduit Loja Hope a devenit
un birou de stat pentru Catedra de Arte Frumoase.
Loja Hope Inca are multi ani rdmasi din contractul de
Inchiriere a cladirii, documente ce reflecta diverse
active bancare, iar Fratii inca au multe bunuri maso-
nice personale pe care nu si le pot recupera.

Dar traim cu speranta!
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As time went by it became evident that there was little
hope of the banning order being listed in the foreseeable
future, and Grand Lodge, in accordance with the
Constitution and Laws, declared Lodge Hope and all
other Lodges of the Scottish Constitution in Pakistan
dormant.

To understand how Lodge Hope lost its right to
exist in Pakistan, a little knowledge of the history of
the Scinde province must be understood.

When the Lodge was formed, one if its first
members was Richard Burton, who later wrote the
stories called “The Thousand and One Nights”. He also
wrote a description of the area in a book called
“Scinde, the Unhappy Valley”, where he tells of the
nature and history of the peoples in the Province of
Scinde, a country with different peoples, different
languages, owned and ruled by landowners, kings and
princes, all of them seeking power.

[slam was the dominant religion. When the
territory was British, the struggle for power was
controlled by the Military and Colonial administrations.
When independence was attained and so-called
modern politics took over, there were wars and
insurrections. The leader of the Pakistan People’s
Party, Zulfigar Ali Bhutto, a landowner, became
Premier in 1971, and a year later he led Pakistan out
of the British Commonwealth. He became the State
and purged his rivals from power by the use of the
Security Service. However, the Army could not tolerate
this state of affairs and they took over the ruling of the
country.

In his struggle to retain power Bhutto sought to
gain the support of the opposition parties, seeking to
gain the support of the Islamic voters by outlawing
Freemasonry as anti-Islamic, since its roots were
Jewish. Lodge Hope was a Christian Lodge as it was
formed by Christians. The local members of the other
Masonic bodies were mainly European (Christian) and
Indians (Hindus), so the Craft was banished and all its
properties were seized. The Lodge was sealed along
with all its contents, consisting of Lodge furniture and
records. The Brethren kept cabin trunks in the building
for storing their regalia rituals and memorabilia - this
was all lost.

Most of the records of the nine organizations which
shared the building were seized and, despite requests,
are still in Pakistan, if they have not been totally
destroyed.

The very beautiful building which was home to
Lodge Hope has become an office of the State for The
Department of Fine Arts. Lodge Hope still has many
years left on the lease of this Lodge building and bank
assets and the Brothers still have their Masonic personal
effects there, all of which cannot be retrieved.

But we live in hope!
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PARTEA A TREIA
RESTAURAREA LOJII

Un concept nou privind ducerea mai departe a
cunoasterii masonice si trezirea interesului fata de
Francmasonerie a aparut in 1987. Ideea initiala se
baza pe practica din cadrul Constitutiei Engleze de a
avea o Loja a Maestrilor din Trecut. Principiul era
acela de a conserva si prezenta cunoasterea, ritualurile
si prelegerile masonice adunate de ei de-a lungul
multor ani, pentru ca apoi sa fie aduse in fata Fratilor
mai tineri (din punct de vedere masonic), adaugand
astfel la educatia oferita de Lojile lor.

Ideea a fost discutata cu sase Maestri din Trecut
locali, prezentand pe scurt conceptul si subliniind
aspectul foarte important ca Loja urma sa opereze
numai in perioada verii, evitdnd astfel sa rapeasca
vizitatori si membri de la intalnirile normale ale Lojilor,
deci neintrand in competitie cu ele. S-a hotarat ca
propunerea merita consultari suplimentare, iar ca sa
sporeasca numarul de Maestri din Trecut s-a stabilit
ca ei sa fie optsprezece. Cautari viitoare trebuiau sa
aibd loc impreuna cu Marea Loja si Marea Loja Pro-
vinciald inainte de a doua intalnire pentru a se gasi
mai multe propuneri pozitive.

O Intalnire informala a avut loc la Marea Lojd, unde
propunerea a fost fnaintatd complet. Pe atunci era
stabilit categoric ca sub Constitutia si Regulamentul
Scotian nu era permisa Intemeierea unei Loji ai caror
membri sa fie stabiliti in functie de rang, ci trebuia
condusa ca o Loja regulara.

La intalnirea aceea din Edinburgh s-a gasit o solutie,
pentru ca ideea a fost bine primita. A fost creata o Loja
de Cercetare, pentru ca in Scotia exista deja un
precedent in acest sens. In loc si caute o Lojd nou3, au
luat in calcul restaurarea (redeschiderea) unei Loji
aflate In adormire.

Aceastd idee suplimentara a fost adaugata conceptu-
lui initial si prezentata la intalnirea celor optsprezece
Maestri din Trecut. In acest rastimp, Marele Secretar
Provincial fusese tinut mereu la curent cu progresele
realizate. Ideea de a restaura o Loja a capatat tot mai
multa sustinere, In sensul cd o Loja mai veche, cu
istorie in spate, ar putea fi mai atragatoare, si ca era
posibil ca o parte din istorie (sub forma minutelor
Lojii si Insemnelor din arhivele din Edinburgh) sa mai
fie Inca disponibila, lucru care ar fi Insemnat niste
economii la alcatuirea Lojii. La Intalnirea Maestrilor
din Trecut s-a cazut de acord asupra planului si s-a
decis ca fiecare Loja din Provincie sa fie anuntata de
crearea unei noi Loji si invitata sa trimita un Maestru
sau un reprezentant la o intalnire ce urma sa se tina in
Sala Masonica din Leven 1n 22 ianuarie 1988.

Ca rezultat al acestei Intalniri a avut loc o alta
intalnire cu Marele Secretar Provincial, prin care a fost
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PART THREE
THE REPONING OF THE LODGE

A fresh concept for furthering Masonic knowledge
and interest was raised in 1987. The initial idea was
based on the English Constitutional practice of having
a Past Masters’ Lodge. The principle was to preserve
and present the Masonic knowledge, rituals and
lectures which have been collected over many years
by them to then be introduced to the younger (in
Masonic years) Brethren, thus adding to the education
provided by their own respective Lodges.

This original idea was discussed with six local Past
Masters, outlining the concept and highlighting the
major consideration that the Lodge would only
operate in the summer months, thus avoiding taking
away visitors and members from normal Lodge
meetings, not to compete with them. It was agreed
that the proposal was worthy of further consultation
and, in order to have a larger pool of Past Masters,
their number was increased to 18. Further investiga-
tion would be carried out with Grand Lodge and
Provincial Grand Lodge prior to the second meeting to
provide more positive proposals.

An informal meeting was held at the Grand Lodge,
where the proposal was fully made. At that time, it was
categorically stated that it was not permitted under
the Scottish Constitution and Laws to create a Lodge
whose membership was determined by rank - it had
to be run as a regular Lodge.

A solution was found at that meeting in Edinburgh,
where the concept that a Lodge of Research be created
was favourably received, as there was already an
established precedence for this in Scotland. Rather
than look for a new Lodge, they would consider reponing
(reopening) a dormant Lodge.

This information was added to the original concept
and presented to the meeting of 18 Past Masters.
During this interim period, the Provincial Grand
Secretary had been kept fully appraised of the
progress being made. The reponing of a Lodge gained
appeal, in the idea that an older Lodge, one with
history, could be more attractive, and that some of its
history in the form of minute books and Lodge
furnishings in the Edinburgh archives might still be
available, which would save money in the setting up
of the Lodge.

The new concept was agreed to at this meeting and
it was decided that every Lodge in the Province should
be advised of the concept of a new Lodge and invited
to send the Master or his representative to a meeting
to be held in the Masonic Hall in Leven on 22™]January
1988.

As a result of this, a subsequent meeting was held
with the Provincial Grand Secretary to keep him
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informat de tot progresul. A sfatuit ca Marele Capelan
Provincial, Fratele Robin Trotter, era membru al unei
Loji aflate in adormire si ca un Maestru din Trecut,
Fratele Bill Black, locuia la Edinburgh. Numele Lojii
era Hope, avea numarul 337 si se intrunise candva la
Kurrachee, 1n Pakistan.

Pentru ca o Loja intrata in adormire sa fie restaurata
trebuia ca doi sau mai multi dintre Fratii initiali sa
sustind candidatura. Fratele Trotter a fost abordat si
convins de initiativa, insad a spus ca Fratele Black era
in conducerea Lojii, ca se afla mereu in contact cu
multi dintre membrii initiali si cd, prin urmare, trebuia
convins la randul lui. A fost aranjata o intalnire la casa
Fratelui Black din Edinburgh, unde planul a fost
prezentat si receptat in mod favorabil. Fratele Black
urma sa-i instiinteze pe ceilalti membri despre in-
talnirea din 22 ianuarie ca sa le obtina sprijinul.

Formularul pentru restaurare a fost pregatit, iar
conceptul de Loja de Cercetare a fost prezentat pe larg
la intalnirea tuturor Lojilor din Fife and Kinross, primit
favorabil si sustinut. Ulterior, la aceeasi Intalnire au fost
alesi oficialii Lojii. Fratele Conte de Elgin si Kincardine
declarase mai inainte, cu parere de rau, ca nu putea sa
ocupe pozitia de Maestru din pricina numeroaselor sale
alte angajamente. Fratele Hugh C. Munro, Mare Maestru
Provincial Secund, a fost propus si ales In unanimitate.

Formularul de inscriere a fost apoi semnat de 103
Frati din 31 de Loji, dintre care 16 membri initiali, In 22
ianuarie, iar dupa aceea prezentat Marii Loji Provinciale
Fife and Kinross. Documentul a fost insotit de regulamen-
tul propus si aprobat de Loja, cotizatiile fiind stabilite la
un nivel extrem de ridicat pentru a descuraja dorinta de
face parte din ea, insa taxele de afiliere erau aceleasi
impuse de Marea Loja. S-a ales aceasta cale pentru a
sublinia faptul ca Loja Hope nu avea de gand sa atraga
membri care sd afecteze negativ Lojile noastre surori.

Cererea de restaurare a Lojii Hope of Kurrachee
nr. 337 a fost aprobata de Marea Loja Provinciala Fife
and Kinross in 30 ianuarie 1988.

Viteza cu care au gasit o Loja pe care s-o restaureze,
dar si cu care au primit acordul si permisiunea din
partea Marii Loji Provinciale a fost mai mare decat
s-au asteptat sustindtorii proiectului. Initial, rastimpul
vehiculat fusese de optsprezece luni sau doi ani. Reali-
tatea i-a luat pe nepregatite.

In 20 mai a fost organizat un dineu pentru membrii
care au obtinut Restaurarea Lojii, unde li s-au comu-
nicat stadiul cererii si donatiile necesare. O prelegere
excelenta a fost sustinuta de Fratele Bill Black, Maestru
din Trecut, care a prezentat minunat Intemeierea Lojii,
cladirea Lojii si Intalnirea din Kurrachee. Prelegerea a
fost bine primita de Frati si prezentata in stilul incon-
fundabil al lui Bill.

Cererea de restaurare a fost Tnaintata Marii Loji a
Scotiei si aprobatd in data de 4 august 1988.
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further appraised of the progress. He advised that the
Provincial Grand Chaplain, Brother Robin Trotter PM,
was a member of a dormant Lodge, and one of the other
Past Masters, Brother Bill Black, stayed in Edinburgh.
The Lodge’s name was Hope, its number was 337, and
it used to meet in Kurrachee, Pakistan.

The requirements for reponing a dormant Lodge
are that two or more original Brethren must support
the application. Brother Trotter was approached and
convinced of the sentiments for reponing, but advised
that Brother Black was a trustee of the Lodge and was
in constant contact with many of the original members,
as such he must be convinced. A meeting was arranged
at Brother Black’s home in Edinburgh, where the
presentation was made and was favourably received.
Brother Black would advise the other members of the
meeting on January 22", seeking their support.

The application form for reponement was prepared
and the Lodge of Research concept was fully aired at
the meeting of all Fife and Kinross Lodges. It was
favourably received and supported. Subsequently, at
this meeting the Office Bearers were elected. Brother,
the Earl of Elgin and Kincardine, had previously inti-
mated that, regretfully, he would be unable to take the
position of Master due to his many other commitments.
As such, Brother Hugh C. Munro, Deputy Provincial
Grand Master, was unanimously proposed and elected.

The application form was then signed by 103 Breth-
ren from 31 Lodges, including 16 original members, on
the 22", and thereafter presented to the provincial
Grand Lodge of Fife and Kinross. This was accompanied
by the Bye-Laws which had been proposed and approved
by the Lodge, the fees being set at an extremely high
level so as to discourage membership application - how-
ever, affiliation fees were the same that the Grand Lodge
required. This course of action highlighted that Lodge
Hope was not going to attract application for member-
ship that would adversely affect our sister Lodges.

The Application for Reponement for The Lodge
Hope of Kurrachee, number 337 was approved by the
Provincial Grand Lodge of Fife and Kinross on 30th
January 1988.

The speed at which the original idea of obtaining a
Lodge to repone and its acceptance and approval by
the Provincial Grand Lodge was greater than the
supporters expected. Originally, the time scale being
talked about had been eighteen months to two years,
which really caught everyone ill prepared.

A dinner was held on 20" May for the Reponing
Members, where they were advised of the application’s
progress and the donations and necessary furnishing.
An excellent presentation lecture was then held by
Brother Bill Black PM, who gave a great insight into
the founding of the Lodge, the Lodge building and its
meetings in Kurrachee. The lecture was very well
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La intalnirile ulterioare dintre comitetul director,
Marea Loja si Marea Loja Provincialad s-a stabilit ca
Prea Respectabilul Mare Maestru Fratele James
Malcolm Marcurs Humphrey of Dinnet si Prea Res-
pectabilul Mare Maestru Provincial, Onorabilul Conte
de Elgin si Kincardine sa oficieze Ceremonia de
Restaurare a Lojii si instalarea Venerabilului Maestru
si a ofiterilor Lojii in 11 noiembrie 1988.

Loja era acum res-
taurata si pregatita de
lucrari masonice. Acest
lucru s-a realizat prin
eforturi mari din partea
comitetului director si
prin sprijinul foarte en-
tuziast al membrilor.
Multe dintre piesele de
mobilier ale Lojii au
fost donate de Fratii
din Lojile din Fife and
Kinross. Uniformele

s NS -
Masonic Forum

received by the assembled brethren and presented in
Bill’s own inimitable manner.

The Application for Reponement was presented
and approved by the Grand Lodge of Scotland on 4%
August 1988.

Subsequent meetings between the Steering Com-
mittee, Grand Lodge and Provincial Grand Lodge arranged
for the most Worshipful Grand Master Mason, Brother
James Malcolm Marcus Humphrey of
Dinnet, and the Right Worshipful
Provincial Grand Master, The Right
Honorable Earl of Elgin and Kincardine,
to carry out the Ceremony of Reponing
the Lodge and the Installation of the
Right Worshipful Master and Office
Bearers on 11" November 1988.

The Lodge was now reponed and
ready for Masonic business. This was
achieved through hard work by the
Steering Committee and very willing

pentru oficialii Lojii si alte echipamente esentiale au
fost platite de fiecare membru printr-o donatie de
40 de lire. Maestrii din Trecut ai Lojii au oferit Biblia
expusa in Loj3, iar Loja Elgin din Leven, unde urma sa
ne tinem intrunirile, ne-a permis sa ne folosim de
orice alt obiect de mobilier ne lipsea.

Loja Hope of Kurrachee nr. 337 a avut prima tinuta
dupa renastere in 28 decembrie 1988.

PARTEA A PATRA

DE LA RESTAURARE LA PANDEMIE
(addugatd de Gordon Michie in iunie 2022)

Dupa restaurare, Loja s-a Intrunit in Templul
Masonic din Leven si a petrecut multi ani fericiti acolo
dezvoltand relatii cu multi carturari masoni renumiti
care erau dornici sa vind si sa-si impartdseasca cer-
cetdrile cu Fratii din Fife and Kinross. Au fost prezen-
tate o varietate mare de subiecte care sa-i ajute pe
Frati in perfectionarea lor zilnica. E corect sa spunem
ca in acei primi ani ai Lojii nu a existat sprijin universal
pentru o astfel de Loja, iar dupa ce entuziasmul
restaurdrii a trecut am vazut cum multi dintre acei
membri initiali si sprijinul lor se Indeparteaza de Loja.
Acest lucru i-a facut pe Frati sa regandeasca locul de
intalnire, iar la sfarsitul anilor ‘90 Loja s-a mutat in
Salile Masonice din Kirkcaldy.

In perioada petrecuti in aceste sili Fratii din Loja
urmau sa ajungd avangarda educatiei masonice, iar
in luna mai a anului 2000 Loja a organizat primul
simpozion masonic intr-un weekend. Acest eveniment,
care s-a desfasurat timp de aproape un deceniu, a fost
poate baza pentru Conferinta Internationald despre
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support from the members. Many of
the Lodge furnishings were donated by Brethren and
Lodges in Fife and Kinross. The regalia for the Office
Bearers and other essential equipment was paid for
by each Reponing Member through a donation of £40.
The Past Masters of the Lodge presented the Bible
which is displayed in the Lodge, and Elgin’s Lodge at
Leven, where we were to hold our meetings, permitted
the use of any furnishings which we were short of.

The Lodge Hope of Kurrachee number 337 had its
rebirth first meeting on December 28™ 1988.

PART FOUR
FROM REPONEMENT TO PANDEMIC
(Added by Gordon Michie - June 2022)

After the reponement the Lodge met within the
Masonic Temple in Leven and spent many happy years
there developing relationships with many well renowned
Masonic scholars who were prepared to come and share
their research with their Brethren in Fife and Kinross.
A wide variety of subjects were presented in order to
help with the Brethren’s daily advancement. It would
be fair to say that in those early years of the Lodge there
was not universal support for this type of Lodge, and
when the excitement of reponement passed we did see
many of those early members and their support of the
Lodge drift away. This led the Brethren to reconsider
the location of the Lodge, and in the late 1990s the
Lodge moved to the Masonic Halls in Kirkcaldy.

It was during the Lodge’s time within these halls
that the Brethren were at the vanguard of Masonic
education and in May 2000 the Lodge held its first
weekend Masonic symposium. This event that ran for
nearly a decade was arguably the genesis of the



I[storia Francmasoneriei si pentru alte conferinte
masonice internationale pe care le vedem in ziua de
azi. Multi dintre membrii actuali ai Lojii s-au Intalnit
prima data la CIIF si au cladit relatii care i-au facut sa
se alature trupei noastre vesele de Frati de la Loja
Hope of Kurrachee. In timpul simpozioanelor de
weekend au fost scosi in fata si tinerii Francmasoni,
carora li s-a cerut sa lucreze pe coloane la gradele lor.

In perioada de pani la inceputul pandemiei am fost
martori la 150 de prelegeri in cadrul intalnirilor si
simpozioanelor noastre, am gazduit sesiuni de intre-
bari si raspunsuri cu Francmasoni de
rang Tnalt si am oferit trei grade. Am
primit cu bratele deschise o Loja din
Romania sa-si prezinte lucrarile si,
cireasa de pe tort, I-am primit in Loja
pe Fratele Bom Mehta, Mare Maestru
Districtual din Trecut al Marii Loji
Districtuale din India, antecesorul
Provinciei noastre, iar pentru ca ne
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International Conference on the History of Freemasonry
and the other international Masonic conferences that
we see today. Many of the current members of the
Lodge first met at the ICHF and built relationships that
led them to join our merry band of brothers at the
Lodge Hope of Kurrachee. During these weekend
symposiums young Freemasons were also championed
by asking them to work their degrees in “columns”.
During this period and up to the pandemic we
witnessed over 150 lectures at our meetings and
symposiums, hosted question and answers sessions
with senior Freemasons and presen-
ted three degrees. We welcomed a
Romanian Lodge to present their
working and to top this off we
welcomed into the Lodge Bro Bom
Mehta, Past District Grand Master of
the DGL of India, the antecedent of
our Province, and in order to cement
our ties back to the land of our birth,

cimenta legaturile cu tara noastra de
bastina in calitate de Maestru am fost incantat sa-i ofer
calitatea de membru onorific al Lojii in septembrie
2019. Nu aveam de unde sti pe atunci ca nici sase luni
ai tarziu urma sa fim din nou avangarda educatiei
masonice globale.

In martie 2020, cand Marea Britanie si multe alte
zone din lume au intrat in caranting, Fratii din Loja
Hope of Kurrachee au organizat prima lor Prelegere de
Pandemie, iar in urmatoarele douazeci de luni am orga-
nizat 101 prelegeri pe Zoom, conectandu-ne cu zeci de
mii de Frati prin intermediul canalului de Youtube.
Pentru multi Frati urma sa se dovedeasca un dar de la
Dumnezeu, pentru ca am reusit sa ne continuam misi-
unea de a-i educa pe Fratii nostri dar, mai important,
prin intalnirile siptamanale la care in medie participau
80 de Frati am reusit sa spargem izolarea sociala pe
care multi o resimteau in timpul pandemiei. Intalnirile
au frant si obstacolele geografice pe care multi dintre
noi le simteam, Intalnindu-ne in mod regulat cu Frati
din Chile, Noua Zeelanda si oricare alte tari dintre ele.

Pe masura ce 1n Scotia restrictiile au fost relaxate
am reusit sa ne Intoarcem la programul obisnuit, iar
dupa trei ani in calitate de Maestru al Lojii am reusit sa
predau fraiele succesorului meu, care sa ne conduca in
urmatorul capitol din viata Lojii noastre, intr-o lume
postpandemie. Am toata Increderea cd micul grup de
Frati de la Loja Hope of Kurrachee vor pastra mai de-
parte viziunea membrilor restauratori, aceea de a
educa si conserva istoria Craftului nostru minunat.
Dupa pandemie au aparut multe articole noi si am fost
incantat sa-mi extind domeniul de cercetare asupra
Fratilor militari care au fost fondatorii nostri pe vre-
mea campaniilor din regiunea Sindh si asupra multor
masoni militari din Epoca Victoriana si Edwardiana. E
posibil ca, in timp, o parte dintre cercetarile mele sa fie
publicate in aceasta revista.
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as Master | was delighted to confer
honorary membership of the Lodge onto him. That was
in September 2019 - little did we know at that time
that six months later we would once again be at the
vanguard of global masonic learning.

In March 2020, when the UK and many other parts
of the world went into lockdown, the Brethren of the
Lodge Hope of Kurrachee held their first Lockdown
Lecture meeting and over the following 20 months we
hosted 101 lectures via Zoom and connected to tens
of thousands of brethren through our YouTube
channel. It was to prove a godsend to many Brethren,
as we were able to continue in our mission to educate
our brethren, but more importantly through the
weekly gathering that averaged 80 brethren we were
able to break the social isolation that many were
feeling due to the pandemic. These meetings also broke
the geographic boundaries that we all had previously
felt, as we regularly met with brethren from Chile to
New Zealand and everywhere in between.

As the lockdown restrictions relaxed in Scotland,
we were able to get back to our normal routine and
after three years as Master of the Lodge I was able to
hand over the reins to my successor to lead us in the
next chapter of our Lodge’s life in a post-pandemic
world. I have the greatest of faith that the small band
of brothers at the Lodge Hope of Kurrachee will con-
tinue to maintain the vision of our reponing members,
avision of education and preserving the history of our
beautiful Craft. [ was delighted to extend my research
into the military Brethren that were our founders back
in the day in Scinde and many of our Victorian and
Edwardian military Masons. In due course, a number
of papers about them may be published in this
magazine. ®



PHILIP J. HARRIS esq JP | Lodge St.John No. 280, Grand Lodge of Scotland

O directie, dar nu si un
punct terminus

Nu existd prea multe Loji care
au un plan pentru dezvoltarea
noilor initiati. E posibil sa vedem
idei si planuri pentru procesul de
recrutare, insa rareori planuri
riguroase pentru o continud inva-
tare masonica. Cui cere astfel de
lucruri i se rdaspunde cu lipsa de
interes prin ,cand o sa ajungi la
gradul al treilea totul o sa fie
limpede”. In realitate, nu devine.
Gandirea critica si pofta de sens a
candidatilor a fost descurajata.
Unui membru nou probabil i
ridica si mai multe intrebari. Insa
pana ajunge la gradul al treilea,
bietul Maestru Mason a invatat sa

Direction
but no Terminus

We do not find an abundance of
Lodges with a plan for the develop-
ment of its initiates. We might find
ideas and plans for recruitment
but rarely comprehensive plans for
continued masonic learning. Re-
quests for such is dismissed with
“when you do the third degree it
will all come together”. In practice
it does not. The candidates chal-
lenging thinking and desire for
meaning has been discouraged. It
probably raises more questions in
a new member. But by the third
degree the poor Master Mason has
learnt to ask no more.

Understanding, the ritual, BOC,

nu mai puna intrebari.

Intelegerea, ritualul, Cartea Constitutiilor, cuvintele
arhaice, traditiile si mai ales devotamentul si atitu-
dinea fratilor de Loja au devenit acum de neinteles.
Sensul cuvintelor, semnelor si simbolurilor nu mai are
explicatie. Un candidat trebuie sa accepte ca lucrurile
sunt ,asa cum sunt”. Poate ca trec niste ani, poate ca
ajunge pe Scaunul lui Solomon, dar tot nu intelege
»despre ce e vorba”. Nu e ceva satisfacator si poate ca
e chiar o pervertire a adevarului Craftului. O iluzie de
fraternitate si un pretext pentru o seara in oras.

Multora li se va parea satisfacator, pentru ca exista
intotdeauna un progres, ceva de facut, precum si
potentiala recompensare prin rang si pozitie. E greu
sa arati ca astfel de lucruri nu au nicio fnsemnatate si
sunt numai o distragere de la obiectivul si inteles
Craftului nostru. Un frate nou se poate imbaia in
saluturi, titluri, onoruri, diplome de merit, bijuterii,
ranguri si, din pacate, orgoliu, dar Tn acelasi timp sa se
impotmoleasca in mlastina ignorantei.

Ratacit in marasmul formulelor, repetitiei si orgo-
liului, Maestrul Mason trebuie sa faca un pas inapoi,
spre procesul Invatdrii masonice. E un proces care ar
fi trebuit sa Inceapa Inainte de initiere, in adancul
fiintei fiecarui frate. Fara o recapitulare a modului in
care Masoneria a inceput in inima sa, e posibil ca
omul sd uite ce I-a Impins sa-si asume angajamentul.
Dupa ce a depus juramintele, a aflat care sunt unel-
tele de lucruy, sarcinile si recomandarile, e posibil sa le
depoziteze mintal intr-un fisier cu denumirea ,am
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archaic words, traditions and most
importantly commitment and attitude of the Lodge
brethren, is now beyond comprehension. The meaning
of the words, signs and tokens are without explanation.
A Candidate must accept “how it is”. Years may pass,
the Chair of Solomon achieved but still no under-
standing of “what is it all about”. This cannot be
satisfactory and is perhaps a perversion of the truth
of the Craft. An illusion of fraternity and an excuse for
a night out.

Many will find this satisfactory as there is always
progress, a job to do and the potential reward of rank
and position. It is hard to show such that these things
are of no value and are a distraction from the purpose
and meaning of our Craft. A new brother may soak in
the bath of salutes, title, accolades, certificates of
merit, jewels, rank and sadly ego and wallow in the
mire of ignorance.

Lost in the quagmire of formula, repetition and ego,
to learn more a Master Mason needs to take a retro-
grade step into the process of masonic learning. This
should have started prior to initiation. In the very
heart of each brother. Without a review of the begin-
ning of masonry in a man’s own heart, he might forget
the reason for committing in the first instance. Having
taken oaths, heard the working tools, charges, recom-
mendations he may well file these under the header,
“heard that, seen it and very nice”. It does not mean
anything. This is reinforced in the brother when he
hears that there are “no masonic secrets”.
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auzit, am vazut si e foarte simpatic”. Asta nu inseam-
na nimic. Atitudinea e Incurajata atunci cand fratele
aude ca ,nu exista secrete masonice”.

Cand i se da ultima Indrumare de a privi Speranta
sub forma stelei aceleia luminoase a diminetii, candi-
datul este pregatit sa primeasca inca un giuvaer
pentru o altd zi. Convins acum ca orgoliul, rangul si
pozitia lui au importanta covarsitoare, el nu stie cum
Masoneria ,poate perfectiona oamenii destoinici”. i
lipseste capacitatea de a aprecia la nivel de baza
efortul care trebuie depus. Avand impresia ca ,perfec-
tionare” Inseamna un sort mare, o bagheta sau un
ciocan, el ramane satisfacut, cu toate c3, de fapt, a ratat
foarte multe lucruri. De obicei, un astfel de om spune
»pentru ca am Invatat ritualul inseamna ca-1 inteleg!”
Mi-as dori sa fie asa, dar luandu-i la intrebari pe
membri descopir exact contrariul. In calitate de
masoni trebuie sa facem o pauza la sfarsitul fiecarui
grad si sa cumpanim la lucrurile care ne-au fost pre-
zentate, sa ne intoarcem In mod regulat si sa analizam
fiecare Ceremonie ca si cum am asculta-o prima oara,
sa verificam fiecare cuvant, miscare si simbol afisate ca
sd ne dam seama ce sunt, de fapt, daca sunt mai mult
decat ceea ce sunt sau daca sunt exact ceea ce sunt.

Cand tin prelegeri le pun intrebari dificile mem-
brilor nostri.,De ce are Sortul clapa?” ,Ce insemnatate
are ritualul din coltul de nord-est?” ,Care e orientarea
punctelor cardinale pe plansa de gradul al doilea?”
»Puteti explica punctul din cerc?” ,De ce este jartiera
de la gat albastra?” ,Cine i-a urmat lui Hiram Abiff?”
,Ce iInsemnatate au canafurile din coltul Templului?”

Dintre toate alegoriile, cea mai gresit Inteleasa este
conceptul de esenta noastra interioara, formulat in
Gradul Al Doilea, un grad deseori desconsiderat ca
fiind un interludiu, o pauzg, sau o etapa ce nu prezinta
interes. Voua, fratilor care ascultati in aceasta seara,
probabil ca vi se pare exact invers. Poate ca reprezinta
0 pauza reala in calea evolutiei masonice pentru ca
este ,mult superior celui de Ucenic”. Este un moment
in care incepem sa ne invatam locul. Din contactele
mele cu Francmasoneria din Spania si din Africa de
Sud am aflat ca i se cere Calfei sa scrie un articol
despre gradul al doilea, facand trimitere la arhitectura.
Textul se numeste Plansa: este o prezentare in fata
Lojii In care se folosesc termeni arhitecturali pentru
exprimarea unui adevar masonic.

Dupa ce am ascultat cateva astfel de lucrari am
observat ca nivelul de Intelegere masonica este foarte
bun. Este momentul inaintea caruia toti Maestrii Masoni
sunt priviti drept tutori. Rigorile reevaluarii, rescrierii
si retrimiterii lucrarii confirma ca barbatul respectiv
invata.

In ritualul Gradului Al Doilea trebuie si ne intre-
bam pe noi insine: , Crezi intr-o fiintd superioara?” Ar
fi bine sa cumpanim la aceasta intrebare extrem de
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When given the final direction to look at Hope in
the form of that bright and morning star, a candidate
has the file ready to receive another gem for another
day. Now convinced that his ego, rank and office are
all important he fails to know how masonry can “make
good men better”. He lacks the basic appreciation of
the work. Believing that better; is a big apron, a wand
or gavel he is content and has missed so much.
Typically, he might say, “because I have learnt the
ritual, I understand it”!  would hope this was true but
on questioning such members I find the opposite is
true. As masons we must pause at the end of each
degree and consider what was presented. Return
regularly and consider each Ceremony as a first
hearing. Check every word, movement and symbol
exposed to evaluate what it is. Is more than it is, or is
itis what it is.

Lecturing 1 ask challenging questions of the
members. “Why does the Apron have a flap”? What is
the meaning of the NE corner ritual”? What is the
orientation of the cardinal points of the compass on
the second-degree tracing board? “Can you explain the
point within the circle”? Why is your collar garter
blue”? “Who succeeded Hiram Abiff”? “What is the
meaning of the tassels in the corner of the Temple”?

Of all allegory the one most misunderstood, is the
concept of ones Centre. This couched neatly in the
Second degree. A degree often dismissed as an
interlude, a pause or not interesting. To you brethren
listening this evening I would expect you find it quite
the opposite. It is perhaps a real pause in masonic
progress as it is, “far superior to the Entered
Apprentice” it is a point where we start to learn our
place. In my contact with Spanish and South African
Freemasonry, 1 learnt that the Fellowcraft had to
produce a paper on the second-degree with reference
to architecture. This is called a Plancha. That is a
presentation to the Lodge using architecture to
express a masonic truth.

Having listened to several of these, I note the level
of masonic understanding is very good. It is the point
before which all Master Masons are regarded as
tutors. The rigours of review, rewriting, resubmission
pay off to confirm the man is learning.

In the ritual of the second-degree at the Centre we
should recall this question “Do you believe in a
superior being”? At this point of the Centre, we should
consider this most important of questions. We are not
asked to name (if we ever know the name), describe
this being, or affiliate ourselves to some doctrine or
system of religious discipline. But we have a firm
position now where we reside, the Centre.
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importanta. Nu ni se cere sa o numim (chiar daca ii
stim numele), sa o descriem sau sa ne afiliem vreunei
doctrine sau vreunui sistem sau discipline religioase,
insa trebuie sa avem o pozitie ferma acolo unde ne
aflam, in interiorul nostru.

Vom aborda numai patru perspective. Am putea
vorbi despre multe, dar vom alege doar patru de
dragul simplitatii. Altfel, probabil ca ar trebui sa luam
in calcul 360 de variatiuni, amestecuri de speranta,
prejudecati, cunoastere, spirit, rasuflare si experienta.

Dar le vom analiza pe rand pe principalele patru ca
sa vedem ce ne dezvaluie, tinind mereu cont de faptul
ca exista diferente de nuanta intre ele. Nu trebuie sa
judecam pe nimeni din aceste perspective, ci sa ob-
servam complexitatea existentei lumesti si a oamenilor
de pe pamant. Vom porni cu nasterea, de unde incepem
sa privim in una dintre aceste directii.

Unii s-au ndscut cu fata spre Miazanoapte, locul
acela rece unde e vesnic iarna. Ar putea reflecta Lumina
Soarelui de amiaza, dar e tihnit si plin de liniste.
Descoperim aici, apatie, multumire, superficialitate si o
acceptare a faptului ca nimic nu se schimba. Lumea se
invarte, iar Soarele straluceste. Multumiti cu soarta lor
de la nastere pana la moarte, ei nu contribuie si nu aduc
nicio modificare lumii in care traiesc.

Cu fata spre Apus se naste persoana care emite teorii
despre orice, cauta motive si dovezi solide. O cladire
trainica pe vreme rea, o stanca. Neclintita si hotarats,
cumpaneste Intamplarile zilei pe masura ce ii apar in
cale si rezolva ce trebuie facut In baza experientei.

Cu fata spre Miazazi se naste persoana care are
dorinta de a invata, de a citit tot, de a privi si a ob-
serva - o adevarata biblioteca de informatii care devine
o0 baza de date de informatii, cifre si imaginatie. Aceste
persoane traiesc in biblioteca si digera tot ce pot. Se
simt 1n largul lor cand invata si isi vara nasul in ac-
tualitate, emitand teorii si idei.

Rasaritul e pentru cei care aud glasul ,ca o adiere
de vant lin” si cunosc fara sa invete. Cunoasterea unei
fiinte superioare fara efort, ratiune sau studiu. Oameni
care sunt spirituali fara sa depuna efort. Ele cauta spre
providenta in fiecare zi si trdiesc in lume cautand
constiinta comuna cu Creatorul lor. Se poate spune
despre ei ca ,,au mintea asa indreptata spre lucrurile
ceresti ci nu au vreun folos lumesc”. In aparenti sunt
niste visatori care nu-si dau seama de necesitatile
vietii si se pierd In ceea ce ar putea fi ziua de maine,
uitand de ziua in care se afla.

Niciuna dintre variante nu este ideala si nici nu
perfectioneaza un om. Din acest motiv, masoneria
vorbeste ,ca o adiere” si prin alegorii si simboluri.
Suntem cu totii intr-o cdlatorie de autodescoperire. Ne
deplasam in jurul punctelor si adunam experienta,
cunoastere, intelepciune. Privim viata, vietuitoarele
si modul in care exista lucrurile. Cautand adevarul,
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From the Centre we will consider only four views.
There are many of which we could look at but only
four for simplicity. Otherwise, there would be perhaps
360 variations to consider. Mixtures of hope, prejudices,
knowledge, spirit, breath and experience.

But we will take main four in turn and see what
they’ve revealed. Remembering that there are shades
between each. We are not to judge anyone by this but
to observe the complexity of earthly existence and its
inhabitants. We will start at birth where we begin
looking in one of these directions.

Some were born facing North. That cold place
where it is always winter. [t might reflect the Light of
the noonday Sun but is comfortable and filled with
ease. Looking at such, we find apathy, contentment,
shallowness and an acceptance that nothing changes.
The world turns and the Sun Shines. Happy with their
lot in life from birth to death they make no contribution
or difference to the world they live in.

To be born facing West is the person who theorises
on everything, looks for reason and solid facts. A strong
edifice in bad weather and a rock of sorts. Unmovable
and determined in action consider each day’s revela-
tions as they come and sorting what needs be done
according to experience.

Born facing South is the stimulus to learn, to read
everything, watch and observe, a full library of infor-
mation and evolving into a database of facts, figures
and fancies. They live in a library and digest all they
can. Learning and being nosey in current affairs having
theories and ideas, is their place.

The East is for those who hear the “still small voice”
and know without learning. The knowledge of a
superior being without straining, reason or study.
A person who is spiritual without trying. They look to
providence for every day and live in a world seeking
common conciousness with their Creator. May be
regarded as “so heavenly minded they are of no
earthly use”. Apparently, they are daydreamers and
they don’t appreciate the necessities of life and lose
themselves in what might be tomorrow forgetting the
day they are in.

None of these are ideal or perfecting in the person.
For this reason, masonry speaks quietly and in allegory
and symbols. We are all on a journey of self-discovery.
We move around the points and gather experience,
knowledge, wisdom. We look at life, the living and the
way things are. Seeking truth, understanding happiness
we move each day from dark to light and North to South,
West to East and back again. It leads us too exactly
where we are now, today. For now, is all there is. The “I
was” or the “I will be”, doesn’t exist, only the “I am” exists
at this moment.
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intelegand fericirea, ne deplasam in fiecare zi de la
intuneric spre luming, de la Miazanoapte la Miazazi,
de la Apus la Rasarit si din nou inapoi. Drumul ne
conduce exact unde ne aflam acum, astazi. Deocam-
data, asta e tot ce exista. ,Am fost” sau ,voi fi” nu
existd - In momentul de fata exista numai ,eu sunt”.

Daca privim covorul in carouri drept planul vietii
noastre, e posibil sa ne pomenim in pozitii diferite In
fiecare zi. Ne miscam de la Miazanoapte spre Miazazi,
J~mbunatatindu-ne zilnic cunoasterea masonica”. Daca
nu, gravitdm spre locul nostru de confort si adastam
acolo, nemiscati, stagnand. Podeaua in carouri ne
arata mortalitatea, lumina si Intunericul, ignoranta si
invatarea, Creatia sau Accidentul naturii, Creatia sau
numai Stiinta - insa nu este Stiinta studiul modului in
care a fost influentata Creatia?

A ne deplasa de la Apus la Rasarit Inseamna a ridica
valul Templului si a ne intreba ce este inexplicabil din-
colo de el. Am putea descoperi ca existenta inseamna
mai mult decat amintirile, intelectul sau individuali-
tatea noastra.

Invers, deplasandu-ne spre Apus sau Miazanoapte
e posibil sa ne uitam pe o fereastra intunecata, privind
umbrele de dincolo de ea. Locul nostru din fiecare zi
se modifica si culegem informatii, intelegere si expe-
rientd, miscandu-ne ca niste piese de sah de pe un
patrat pe altul. In calitate de Francmasoni ni se arata
ca planul vietii noastre este mobil, nu static, si ca
suntem aici sa crestem din punct de vedere spiritual
si al cunoasterii pamantesti. Mai presus de orice,
trebuie sa fim oameni si ganditori liberi.

[ata acum ideea principala a interventiei mele.

Exista doua directii pe care trebuie sa le luam in
calcul: la fel ca in prelegerea de Gradul Intai despre
plansa, Templul in care ne aflam este descris dupa cum
urmeaza: ,adanc de la suprafata pamantului pana in
centrul sdu, si Tnalt pana in tariile cerului”. Ca sa
intelegem acest lucru ar fi bine sa tinem cont de
punctul terminus pe care-l avea o persoana pe vremea
celui de-al Doilea Templu de la Ierusalim. In cilitoria
lui catre prezenta Celui Prealnalt, omul era oprit de
Valul Templului, dincolo de care nimeni in afara de
Marele Preot nu putea trece - si chiar si el ,numai
dupa multe purificari si spalari”.

Din prelegerea despre plansa de gradul intai avem
calatoria in jos, catre centru. Centrul pomenit pare sa se
refere la centrul pAmantului. Insi daci ne uitdm la tre-
cere, ea mentioneaza si Punctele Cardinale de pe Busola.
Descrie faptul ca Templul este o metafora pentru fiecare
dintre noi. E profund, inalt si atotcuprinzator.

Calatoria spre Centru - in cazul de fata in interiorul
nostru, nu al pamantului - porneste de la semnul
Sperantei, acea ,stea luminoasi a diminetii”. Insa ce
urmeazi nu e limpede. In opinia mea, se dezviluie
in gradele succesive ale Ordinului Masonic. Adanc

18

If the checked carpet was the plan of our life, we
would find ourselves in different positions each day
we live. From the North to the South, we are moving
“making a daily advancement in masonic knowledge”.
If we don’t, we gravitate to our place of comfort and
reside there unmoved and stagnant. The checked floor
shows us of our mortality light and darkness, igno-
rance and learning, Created or Accident of nature,
Creation or only Science. But isn’t Science the study of
how Creation was affected?

To move from the West to the East is to lift the veil
of the Temple and wonder what is inexplicable beyond.
We might learn there is more to existence than our
memories, intellect or individuality.

Contrary wise moving to the West or the North we
might well see into a dark window, the shadows that
lie beyond. Our place each day is changing and we
gather more information, understanding and experi-
ence as we move like chess pieces from one square to
the other. As Freemasons we are shown that our life
plan is moved not static, we are here to grow and
develop in earthly knowledge and spirituality. Above
all we are to be human and free thinkers.

Here now is the main point [ wish to make.

But there are two other directions we must
consider: As in the first-degree tracing board lecture,
the Temple in which we stand is described in these
terms, “from the surface of the earth to its centre,
and even as high as the heavens”. To consider this it
would be also well to consider the Terminus for a
man in the days of the Second Temple of Jerusalem.
On his journey to the presence of the Most-High he
was stopped. This is the Veil of the Temple beyond
which no man other than the High Priest could
pass. And then, “Only after many purifications and
washings”

From the lecture in the first-degree tracing-board
we have the journey downwards to the centre. This
centre mentioned seems to apply to the earth. However,
if we are to look at the passage it also mentions the
Cardinal Points of the Compass. It is describing that
Temple that is a metaphor for each of us. It is deep,
high and all-encompassing.

The journey to the Centre, in this case within us
and not the earth, follows on from that sign of Hope
the “bright and morning star”. But what follows is
not clear. To me it is revealed in the subsequent de-
grees of the Masonic Order. Deep within each of us
is that “still small voice” of the rule and guide of our
life. The Ordering principle, the breath of life planted
there at our beginning and part of the beginning of
all things.
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induntrul fiecaruia dintre noi se afla acel glas ,ca o
adiere de vant lin” care este regula si calauza pentru
viata noastra. Principiul Ordonator, suflarea de viata
sadita acolo la Inceput si care face parte din Inceputul
tuturor lucrurilor.

Am urmat instructiunile ca sa ne studiem pe noi
insine, ,,cel mai interesant dintre toate studiile ome-
nesti”. Unii vor fi aflat multe despre ei, altii foarte
putine. Fiecare dintre noi are o parte intunecata pe
care fie o expunem, fie o tinem secretd, afisand o
anumita figura In public, dand dovada de moralitate,
supunere si, poate, falsitate. Nu putem cunoaste pe
nimeni cu adevarat si nu putem lega prietenii daca nu
le cunoastem si nu le acceptam celorlalti atata partea
luminoas3, cat si cea Intunecata. Daca refuzam asta,
nu suntem constienti de potentialul pentru bine si rau
care zace in fiecare dintre noi. Examinarea moti-
vatiilor, prejudecatilor, mandriei, orgoliului, aspira-
tiilor, neiertarii etc. ar trebui sa ne arate in ce directie
nu suntem chiar atat de corecti. Insi perceptia acestor
lucruri trebuie pusa la incercare. O lectie invatata de
unul singur trebuie verificata. Daca vrem sa ne
continuam calatoria, e necesar sa ne examinam sinele
din perspectiva de Maestru Mason. Ne amintim de
expresia ,,cunoaste-te pe tine insuti”. E imposibil sa ne
cunoastem intru totul pana nu suntem supusi Incer-
carii, provocarii experientei, timpului sau invatarii.

As vrea sa folosesc simbolismul Valului din Templu,
acel acoperamant care in timpurile biblice 1i separa
pe toti oamenii, In afard de unul, de prezenta Celui
Preainalt, care era despartitorul dintre prezenta Divina
si conditia umana. ,Sa faci o perdea de in rasucit si de
matase violetd, stacojie si visinie...”

Albastrul este culoarea inaltului cerurilor aici pe
pamant. Este albastrul Maestrului Mason, ceea ce suntem
cu totii. Sub aceasta bolta existam la fel ca pe podeaua
in carouri. Rautatea, bunatatea, raul, dreptatea, min-
ciuna, adevarul - toate fac parte din existenta noastra in
timp ce ne deplasam iIntre polii busolei.

Prima provocare a cerului albastru este respingerea
raului sub orice forma. Oare l-am respins? Cu sigu-
ranta. Dar e un raspuns prea rapid. Un om care se
cunoaste pe sine Insusi 1si va da seama ca raul poate fi
respins, aruncat, dar ca inca zace in noi. Trebuie sa ne
dam seama ca purtam raul acela in noi in fiecare zi a
vietii noastre muritoare. La initiere suntem intrebati
»in cine te increzi”. Nu avem incredere in noi insine.
E posibil sa fim orbi la raul ramas in fiecare dintre noi, In
timp ce aici nu putem fi smeriti in fata propriei noastre
slabiciuni si mortalitati. La marsurile triumfale romane,
procesiunile publice dedicate comandantilor invingatori,
un sclav le soptea la ureche: , esti doar un om”!

Violetul se refera la statutul imperial de conducator
si judecitor al popoarelor. Inaintea Judecitorului
cauta-ti inima, motivatiile, mandria, orgoliul, ambitia
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We have followed the instruction to the study of
ourselves, “that most interesting of all human stud-
ies”. Some will have found much about themselves,
others very little. Each of us has a dark side we either
exhibit or hold secret. Keeping a public face, an exhi-
bition of morality, compliance and perhaps false-
hood. Truly we can never know or befriend anyone
unless we know and accept their dark side as well as
the light. If we deny this, we are not aware of the
potential for good or evil within us as an individual.
Examination of motives, bias, pride, ego, aspirations,
unforgiving etc., should soon reveal to us where we
are not so correct. But appreciation of these things
needs be challenged. A lesson learnt of self; need be
tested. An examination of our Master Mason self is
necessary if we are to continue our journey. The
phrase, “know thyself”. It is impossible to know one-
self fully until the trial, challenge of experience, time,
or learning touches us.

[ would like to use the symbolism of the Temple
Veil. That covering that separated all but one man
from the presence of the Most-High in Biblical times.
The divider between the Divine presence and the
condition of mankind. “You will make a veil of fine
twined linen and of Scarlet, Purple and Blue and
fashion it....."

The Blue is as the sky of the heavens here on the
earth. It is the blue of the Master Mason, which we all
are. Under this canopy we exist as on the chequered
floor. Good, bad, evil, righteousness, lie, truth is all part
of our existence as we move between the poles of the
compass.

The first challenge of the blue heaven'’s is in the
form of rejection of evil. Have we rejected it? Surely,
we have. But that that is too quick an answer. A person
who knows himself will appreciate that evil might be
rejected, thrown away, but it still resides within us. We
must realise that we carry that evil all the days of or
mortal life. At our initiation we are asked, “in whom
do you trust”. We do not trust ourselves. We may be
blind to the residual evil within each of us. Whilst here
we cannot but be humbled at our own weakness and
mortality. As in a Roman Triumph, the public proces-
sion of a Victor, a slave spoke into his ear, “you are only
aman”!

The Purple is of Imperial status, a ruler and judge
of the nations. Before the Judge examine your own
heart, its motives, pride, ego, ambition, etc. Your hand
rested upon your heart comes away corrupted and
marked with rebellion. A wise ruler would certainly
pass judgement upon you. Put your hand back and you
see you can deceive even yourself, that the rebellion
and self are still there although hidden within you.
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etc. Mana pe care o pui peste inima se indeparteaza
intinata si marcatda de razvratire. Un conducator
intelept cu siguranta te-ar judeca. Pune-ti mana la loc
si vezi ca te poti insela chiar si pe tine fnsuti, ca
razvratirea si sinele Inca sunt acolo, ascunse 1n tine. in
acest moment ar trebui fiecare sa ne lepadam de orice
falsa credinta sau presupunere despre noi si despre
altii. Suntem muritori si sortiti greselii. A ne considera
desavarsiti sau mai presus de orice greseala inseamna
a nu cunoaste adevarul despre sine.

Stacojiul martiriului, sacrificiului, purificarii si man-
tuirii este despre tine. Sangele este cel mai traditional
mediu de curatare din cadrul slujirii in Templu.

»2Numai dupa spalari si purificari poate marele preot
sd intre in Sfanta Sfintelor” In ipostaza marelui preot,
putem fi curatati cu apa, untdelemn, sange sau iertare.
[atd chemarea de a turna mediul de curatare. Nu
turnam apa curatdrii asupra noastra, ci asupra celorlalti.
lertandu-i si ajutandu-i pe ceilalti sa gaseasca lumina
primim noi Insine curatarea. lertdndu-i pe altii, dam
dovada de iubire pura si acceptam ca nu trebuie sa-i
judecam pe ceilalti, pentru ca nu le suntem decat egali.

In locul acesta de sub patratul zilei mergem si me-
ditam, sd ne descoperim centrul / sinele in fiecare zi sau
inainte de o intalnire a Lojii, pregatindu-ne pentru
oportunitatile si dezamagirile zilei, aflandu-ne cu fiinta
intr-un loc comun cu Creatorul sau Fiinta Suprema.

Poate fi de ajutor sa ne gandim la losif din timpurile
biblice. Dintre toti fratii, el era cel mai iubit, nu
datorita mamei lui sau a tineretii lui, ci a faptului ca
era de-o minte cu tatal lui (Facerea, 37:3) Trebuie sa
avem aceasta abordare, sa impartasim bucuriile,
dezamagirile si tovarasia vietii alaturi de Creator sau
de orice alt principiu de lege si ordine acceptam. losif
isi Impartea dezamagirile si bucuriile cu tatal lui,
muncea din toatd inima si fara sa se planga. El si tatal
lui actionau ca o singura minte.

Acum esti Inapoi la initiere, purtand ,simbolul ino-
centei si legatura de prietenie”. Sortul alb din piele de
ied se afld in fata ta. Iti este aritat in Albul Vilului,
alaturi de simbolul acela vesnic al divinitatii, Aurul.

Dincolo de el se afla taina ta pierduta - s-ar putea
spune ca pe o tipsie de aur. Dar oare intelegem ce
spune? Am avut incredere in cdlduza noastrd, asa cum
am promis la Primul Grad. Ne-am vazut pe noi insine
asa cum suntem, ne-am acceptat umanitatea, mortali-
tatea si nevoia de iertare. Inci suntem in viati, tot asa
cum numai un preot purificat ar putea ajunge atat de
departe. Ne aflam in prezenta Celui Preainalt - atunci
de ce mai avem Incaltari in picioare?

[atd un exemplu concludent din povestea unui sfant
venerat. Cand Sfantul John Maria Vianney l-a intrebat
pe un fermier ce facea in biserica privind tabernacolul,
barbatul modest i-a raspuns: ,Nimic, ma uit la El, iar
El se uita la mine”. Asta Inseamnd, pe scurt, locul de
pace si unitate cu Creatorul. Privesti In ochii tainei
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At this mark we each should shed any false self-belief
or assumption about ourselves or others. We are
mortal and prone to failure. To consider ourselves
perfected or ascended beyond and above all error is
not to know the truth of self.

The Scarlet of martyrdom, sacrifice, purification
and atonement is about you. Blood the most traditional
of cleansing agents of Temple worship.

“Only after many washings and purifications can
the high priest entre the Holy of Holies”. As the High
Priest can we be cleansed by water, oil, blood or for-
giveness. Here is a call to pour the cleansing medium.
We do not pour out the water of cleansing on ourselves
but on to others. By forgiving and aiding others to
find light we receive this cleansing for ourselves. In
forgiving other’s, we show pure love and accept we
are not to judge others as we are no more than their
equals.

[t is this place beneath the square of the day to go
to in meditation, to find our Centre each day or be-
fore alodge meeting. Preparing for the opportunities
and disappointments of the day with our being in a
place of commonality with the Creator or Supreme
being.

It would be useful to consider Joseph of biblical
times. Of his brethren he was the favoured one. The
reason being not his mother or his youth but he
shared the mind of his Father. Gen 37:2. We must have
this mind in us to share the joys, disappointments and
company of life with the Creator or whatever principle
of law and order you accept. Joseph shared the disap-
pointment of his father, his joys and worked willingly
and without complaint. He and his Father acted of one
mind.

You are now back at your initiation wearing the
“badge of innocence and the bond of friendship”. The
White apron of kid skin leather is before you. Shown
to you in the White of the Veil with that eternal symbol
of deity, Gold.

Beyond this here in lies your lost secret. One could
say on a plate of Gold. But can we understand what it
says? We have trusted our guide as we promised in the
first degree. We have seen ourselves as we are, we
have accepted our humanity, mortality and need for
forgiveness. We are still alive as no one other than a
purified priest could pass this far. We are here in the
presence of the Most-High, why then do we still wear
shoes?

Here is an illustration from the story of a venerated
saint: When St. John Maria Vianney asked an old
farmer what he did in the church looking at the
tabernacle, the humble man responded, "Nothing,
[ look at Him, and He looks at me." Here is your place
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pierdute a Maestrului Mason. Ce inseamna asta nu
face subiectul articolului de fata.

Mai departe ar insemna sa vorbesc prea mult, pentru
ca nimeni nu stie ce ne poate fi revelat. Este locul nostru
final undeva, sus, intr-un al saptelea cer, in sanul lui
Abraham? Este Uitarea? Sau este o constiinta comuna cu
Creatorul?

Universul Intins si urias de deasupra e reflectat in
microcosmosul din interiorul nostru. La fel cum lumina
de la Miazazi lumineaza la Miazanoapte, la fel cade
acum lumina asupra voastra.

Nu stim daca Universul are constiinta sau daca se
bazeaza pe o fiinta binevoitoare, pe care o numim
Dumnezeu. O altd Intrebare teologica de pus aici este:
daca ne asteapta vesnicia, ne vom mai recunoaste unii
pe altii, vom avea amintiri, vom trece in uitare sau ne
vom uni constiintele cu a Creatorului? Nimeni nu stie,
pentru ca aceste lucruri nu pot fi dovedite.

Acesta e locul la care fac aluzie profetii din vechime,
Rumi, Buddha si alti invatatori. Unii sustin chiar ca au
fost acolo. E posibil sd nu stim sau sa nu Intelegem
niciodata intregul adevar al vietii si existentei, e posibil
sa auzim neadevaruri, dar nu avem de unde sti dacd nu
primim noi insine revelatia. Daca ne face fericiti -
foarte bine.

[luminarea noastra si a celorlalti prin aceasta
lumind nu poate scadea si nici spori: ea exista mereu,
desavarsit revelata in forma ei prin folosirea corecta a
instrumentelor de lucru, respectandu-ne juramintele
si recomandarile etc. Destinul nu ne e descris, si nici
nu putem sti ce va sa vie.

Francmasoneria m-a impins sa vad o imagine de
ansamblu. Nu pot cunoaste tot adevarul - ma bazez pe
voi, fratii mei, sa va impartasiti revelatiile cu mine, sa
impartasim, sa discutam si mai ales sa ne punem
intelectul la lucru. Merg mai departe aldturi de voi in
cdlatoria Maestrului Mason. Nu mai astept nici un
punct terminus.

Un lucru pe care-1 stiu e ca raspunsurile trebuie sa
fie Indeajuns de simple incat sa le Intelegem cu totii.

Cateva citate:

Franz Kafka: ,Mi s-a facut rusine de mine cand
mi-am dat seama ca viata e o petrecere unde trebuie
sa vii deghizat si ca eu particip la ea cu adevaratul meu
chip.” Un citat frumos. Orgoliul este povestea pe care
o construim ca sa ne-o spunem noud insine si celor pe
care-i intalnim, bazata pe team3, si necesara cat inca
suntem in starea muritoare. Odata ce ne unim cu infi-
nitul nu mai exista teama, iar pacea rezultata nu mai
are nevoie de o poveste care s-o sustina.

De la un prieten hindus, Kalpesh Hansiee: ,Nici nu
vor spune: lat-o aici sau acolo. Caci, iata, imparatia lui
Dumnezeu este tnauntrul vostru.” (Luca, 17:21)

Sadhguru: ,Daca a existat un Creator la inceput, In-
seamna ca acest Creator se afla Inca In toate lucrurile.”
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of peace and oneness with the Creator summed up.
You look in the face of the lost secret of the Master
Mason. What that is, is not the subject for this paper.

Beyond this is far too much for me to speak of as no
one knows but might be revealed to us. Our final place
is above, in some seventh heaven, in the bosom of
Abraham, Oblivion or a common consciousness with
the Creator?

That wide and immense universe above us is
reflected in the micro within us. As the Southern noon
day shines light into the North, so light is upon us now.

We do not know if the Universe itself has conscious-
ness or if it relies on a benevolent being, that we speak
of as G-d. Another theological point here is if there is
an eternity ahead of us, will we recognise each other,
will we have memory, will we just pass into oblivion or
will we merge consciousness with the Creator? No one
can say as these things are unprovable.

This is the place alluded to by the Prophets of old,
Rumi, the Buddha and other teachers. Some claimed
even to have been to this place. We may never know
or ever understand the complete truth of life and
existence, we may have heard untruths, but we cannot
know unless by revelation ourselves. If that makes us
happy, so be it.

[lluminating ourselves and others by this light. It
can never decrease or increase: It always is, perfectly
revealed in its shape and form through applying the
Working Tools, the directions of the VSL, the truth of
the Square and Compass, Charges, abiding by our oaths
and recommendations etc. Our destiny is without
description nor can we know what is to be.

Freemasonry has moved me forward to seeing a
bigger picture. I cannot know all the truth; I rely on
you my brethren to share your revelation with me. To
share, discuss and above all put our intellect to work.
[ continue with you on the journey of the Master
Mason. I no longer expect some Terminus.

One thing [ do know is that the answers must be so
simple that all of us can understand.

Some quotes:

Franz Kafka: - “I was ashamed of myself when I
realised life was a costume party and I attended with
my real face”. A nice quotation. Ego is the story we
build up to tell ourselves and people we meet, based
on fear, and necessary while in that mortal state. Once
merged in the infinite, there is no fear, and peace that
results does not need a story to hold it up.

From a Hindu friend: Kalpesh Hansjee: “Neither
shall they say, Lo here! or, lo there! for, behold, the
kingdom of God is within you”. (Biblical reference)

Sadhguru, “If there was a Creator at the beginning it
follows this Creator must be still within all things”. =



CLAUDIU IONESCU | Founder & Director, MASONIC FORUM Magazine

Revista FORUM MASONIC
in Edinburgh — Scotia

Reproduc acest text insotit de fotografii din
Forum Masonic nr. 41, acea deplasare in Scotia
fiindu-mi foarte draga sufletului meu.

Am avut pldcerea si privilegiul sd fiu prezent la
Conventul Marii Loji a Scotiei din 10 iunie 2010.
Sunt primul mason romdn care are aceastd onoare
dupd Reaprinderea Luminilor. Fratele si prietenul

meu, Trevor Stewart (Prestonian Lecturer al UGLE

si MVT al Lojii Quatuor Coronati din Londra), m-a
prezentat Marelui Maestru al Marii Loji a Scotiei,

PR Fr. Charles lain Robert Wolrige Gordon of

Esslemont. Sediul Marii Loji a Scotiei imi era
familiar incad din 2007, fiind locul de desfdsurare a
Conferintei Internationale de Istorie a Masoneriei.

Imediat dupd terminarea Conventului, am luat
parte la ceremonialul instaldrii lui Trevor ca MV,
care a avut loc la sediul Mary’s Chapel nr. 1, ce
dateazd de la 1599. La instalare au participat Mari
Maestri Provinciali si alti Tnalti ofiteri ai Masoneriei
scotiene, in frunte cu Sir Archibald D. Orr Ewing,
fostul Mare Maestru al Marii Loji a Scotiei.

Ziua urmdtoare am vizitat sediul Royal Order of

Scotland, care functioneazd intr-o clddire minunatd,
Capela Sf. loan - cel mai vechi templu masonic din
lume. (CLAUDIU IONESCU)

Capela Sf. loan
Note de istorie

Capela Sf. Ioan este
considerata cea mai veche
Loja Masonica din lume,
fiind construita special
pentru acest scop In anul
1735.

Camerele Lojei sunt
situate pe strada Sf. Ioan
in orasul Edinburgh. Pe
strada care se desparte
din Canongate (parte din
Royal Mile) au locuit, in
secolele 18 si 19, persoane
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in Edinburgh - Scotland

I reproduce this text accompanied by photos

from the Masonic Forum No. 41, that trip to

Scotland being very dear to my soul.

I had the pleasure and the privilege of attending
the Communication of the GL of Scotland on June 10%,
2010. I am the first Romanian mason thus honored
after Rekindling the Lights. My friend and brother,
Trevor Stewart (Prestonian Lecturer of UGLE and PM
of Quatuor Coronati Lodge in London), introduced me
to the Grand Master, the MW Bro Charles lain Robert
Wolrige Gordon of Esslemont. The headquarters of
the GL of Scotland was familiar to me since 2007,
being the venue for the International Conference on
History of Freemasonry.

Right after the end of the Communication, I took
partin the ceremony where Trevor was installed as
WM, which took place at Mary’s Chapel nr. 1, dating
back to 1599. Provincial Grand Masters attended
the installation, as well as high rank officers of
Scottish Freemasonry, led by Sir Archibald D. Orr
Ewing, Immediate PGM of the GL of Scotland.

The following day, we visited the headquarters
of the Royal Order of Scotland, housed in a wonder
building, St. John’s Chapel - the oldest Masonic
Temple in the world. (CLAUDIU IONESCU)

The Chapel of St. John
Historical Notes

The Chapel of St. John
is believed to be the oldest
Masonic Lodge Room in
the world, having been
built specifically for that
purpose in the year 1735.

The Lodge premises
are situated on St. John
Street in the City of Edin-
burgh. The street which
runs off the Canongate
(part of the Royal Mile)
was occupied during the
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distinse, nobili, judecatori si gentilomi eminenti. Strada
este numita dupa Crucea Sf. [oan, unde regele Carol I,
la intrarea ceremoniala in Edinburgh in 1633, 1-a facut
cavaler pe primar.

Canongate fusese un Burg Regal si si-a mentinut
drepturile ca Burg pana in miezul secolului 19, cand a
fost inclus 1n orasul Edinburgh. Fiind principalul drum
de la Palatul Holyroodhouse prin orasul antic pana la
Castel, Canongate si High Street, pavajul acestuia a fost
martorul tuturor evenimentelor importante din punct
de vedere istoric In ultimii 600-700 de ani.

Nu exista nici un dubiu ca multi masoni de marca
au fost angajati pentru cladirea abatiei Holyrood,
fondata de regele David I in 1128. Cand prin decret
regal au fost adusi mesteri priceputi de pretutindeni
pentru a ajuta la lucrari, acestia au pus la dispozitia
Burgului cele mai valoroase invataturi ale Craftului.

Cata vreme exista oarecari dovezi ca masonii din
Canongate aveau privilegii ca breasla inca din secolul
12, nu se poate ca doar de la 1677 sa fie identificati
ca facand parte din ceea ce s-ar numi masa masonilor
scotieni. In acel an au primit un aviz de la Loja
Kilwinning din Ayrshire, care la acea datd avea
functia de loja care putea emite dispense de infiintare
pentru alte loji.

Cladirea Lojei, cunoscuta in Intreaga lume ca fiind
Capela Sf. Ioan, a fost consacrata pe 18 decembrie
1736, In prezenta Prea Respectabilului Mare Maestru
Mason, Fratele William St. Clair din Roslin, care a fost
initiat In loja Canongate Kilwinning, No. 2.

TEMPLUL MASONIC

Templul Masonic, locul in care fratii s-au intalnit in
pace si armonie de-a lungul a sute de ani, este 1n linii
mari acelasi ca in primele sale zile. Cine cauta dovada
acestei afirmatii trebuie numai sa compare gravura
prezentatd cel mai des, aceea a ,Numirii lui Robert
Burns ca Poet Laureat in Loja Canongate“ de Stewart
Watson, cu decorul aflat la Orientul Lojei in zilele
noastre.

Scaunul maestrului venerabil, care domind Orientul
Templului, dateaza de la inceputul secolului 18. Mag-
nificul baldachin de panza care este o parte atat de
marcanta a lucrarii lui Watson, stalpii aflati de fiecare
parte a scaunului si ciocdnelele antice sunt toate
obiecte care imediat atrag atentia si trezesc admiratia
vizitatorilor templului.

Intorcandu-ne privirea spre vestul camerei lojei,
putem vedea o pictura murald de mare frumusete si
de un simbolism profund, daruita Lojei de catre Or-
dinul Regal al Scotiei Tn amintirea fratelui Dr. Alexander
F. Buchan, Mare Secretar al Ordinului Regal al Scotiei
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18th and 19th centuries by persons of distinction, no-
bles, judges and eminent gentlemen. The street takes
its name after St. John’s Cross in the Canongate where
King Charles 1, on his ceremonial entry into Edinburgh
in 1633, knighted the Lord Provost.

The Canongate was a Burgh of Regality and
maintained its rights as a Burgh till the middle of the
19th century when it merged with the City of
Edinburgh. As the main avenue from the Palace of
Holyroodhouse through the ancient City to the Castle,
the Canongate and the High Street have borne on their
pavements all that has become historically interesting
for the past 600-700 years.

There is no doubt whatever that many excellent
Masons were employed in the building of the Abbey of
Holyrood, founded by King David 1 in 1128. When, by
Royal Warrant, skilled craftsmen were brought from far
and near to assist in the work, many would have expe-
rienced the truest tenets of the Craft within the Burgh.

Whilst there is some evidence that the Canongate
Masons dated their corporate privileges from the 12th
century, it was not until 1677 that they identified
themselves with the general body of Freemasons in
Scotland. In that year they accepted a Warrant from
Lodge Kilwinning in Ayrshire which was at that time
exercising the functions of a chartering Lodge.

The Lodge premises, known throughout the world
as The Chapel of St. John were consecrated on 18th
December, 1736 in the presence of the Most Worship-
ful Grand Master Mason, Bro. William St. Clair of Roslin,
an initiate of Lodge Canongate Kilwinning, No. 2.

THE MASONIC TEMPLE

The Masonic Temple where Brethren have met in
peace and harmony for hundreds of years is
substantially as it was in its earliest days. If proof of
such a statement were required one need only compare
that most frequently exhibited engraving of Stewart
Watson’s “Inauguration of Robert Burns as Poet
Laureate in Canongate Lodge” with the scene in the
East of the Lodge today.

Dominating the East of the Temple, the Master’s
Chair dates from the early 18th century. The mag-
nificent canopy or awning which is such a striking
feature of Watson’s work, the pillars on either side of
the Chair and the ancient gavels are all items which
immediately attract the attention and admiration of
visitors to the Temple.

Turning to the West of the Lodge Room, one ex-
periences the great beauty and deep symbolism of a
mural which was given to the Lodge by the Royal Order
of Scotland as a memorial to Brother Dr. Alexander
F. Buchan, a long-serving Grand Secretary of the Royal
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pentru multd vreme si venerabil din trecut al lojei
Canongate Kilwinning, No.2.

Pe peretele dinspre nord este expus un portret la
scara reala al lui William St. Clair din Roslin, primul
Mare Maestru Mason al Scotiei, imbracat ca Francmason,
tinand o carta in mana.

De o parte si de cealalta sunt portretele lui Baillie
Jack si al sotiei sale, care au oferit terenul pe care
Capela a fost construitd in 1735.

Pe peretele opus celui pe care se afla portretul lui
William St. Clair din Roslin este o exceptionald org3,
care de asemenea atrage atentia. Orga este creatia lui
Snetzlear din Londra, marele constructor de orgi al
epocii, care a avut onoarea de a face una la ordinul lui
Georg Friedrich Haendel.

Pe masura ce vizitatorii Templului contempla
aceastd minunatd pagina de istorie, ei nu pot decat sa
fie impresionati de ceea ce la prima vedere par a fi
simple nise 1n peretii dinspre nord si dinspre sud,
unde sunt statuile a patru dintre cei mai extraordinari
oameni de litere, si anume Robert Burns, Sir Walter
Scott, Lord Byron si William Shakespeare. La o
examinare mai atenta iti dai seama ca sunt, de fapt,
fresce, executate cu maiestrie de un mestesugar in
jurul anului 1883.

Trebuie sa fie facuta o mentiune speciala despre
membrii Lojei Canongate Kilwinning, No. 2 care, de-a
lungul celor aproape 300 de ani, au conservat Capela
Sf. loan pentru posteritate. Astfel ca nici o cheltuiala
nu este necesara in Templu.

Desigur, toti cei care au vizitat Templul au simtit
linistea si senindtatea acestui loc foarte special.
Ambianta tacutd a unui loc de mare vechime lasa o
impresie durabila asupra tuturor, atat masoni, cat si
profani, care trec prin portile sale sfintite.

Aici este cel mai vechi Templu masonic din lume.

Order of Scotland and a P.M. of Lodge Canongate
Kilwinning, No.2.

On the North wall hangs a full-length portrait of
William St. Clair of Roslin, the first Grand Master Mason
of Scotland, clothed as a Freemason, and holding a
Charter in his hand.

On either side are portraits of Baillie Jack and his
wife who granted the land on which the Chapel was
built in 1735.

Opposite the portrait of William St. Clair of Roslin
is a fine old organ which also attracts attention.
The organ was the work of Snetzlear of London, the
outstanding organ-builder of the time, who had the
distinction of producing an organ to the order of
George Frederick Handel.

As visitors to the Temple survey the vista and that
generous tapestry of history, they cannot help but be
impressed by what appear at first sight to be alcoves
in the North and South walls containing statues of four
of the most outstanding men of letters, namely Robert
Burns, Sir Walter Scott, Lord Byron and William
Shakespeare. On closer examination, they are found to
be mural paintings cleverly executed by an artistic
craftsman around the year 1883.

Tribute must be paid to the members of Lodge
Canongate Kilwinning, No. 2 who, throughout almost
300 years have preserved the Chapel of St. John for
posterity. No expenditure is therefore necessary in
the Temple.

Surely no-one can leave the Temple without having
experienced the tranquillity and serenity of that very
special place. The muted ambience of a place of great
antiquity must also make a lasting impression on
every-one, Mason and non-Mason alike, who enters its
hallowed portals.

Here is the oldest Masonic Temple in the world. ®
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Text from The Royal Order of Scotland
Headquarter’s Appeal Project
Photo credits: CLAUDIU IONESCU



WBro John Belton | FPS, Lodge Hope of Kurrachee No. 337, Grand Lodge of Scotland

Fratele Kenneth Jack
a devenit Fellow al
Philalethes Society

Lumea a trecut prin
niste vremuri ciudate, iar
inmanarea Certificatului si
bijuteriei de Fellow al
Societatii Philalethes lui
Kenneth Jack a fost in-
tarziatd, pentru ca i-au fost
acordate in 2019, cand
ceremonia nu a putut avea
loc din pricina restrictiilor
din pandemie. Cand i-am
comunicat Secretarului So-
cietatii, Terry Tilton, ca

Brother Kenneth Jack
became Fellow of
Philalethes Society

The world has been li-
ving in strange times, and
the presentation of FPS
Certificate and Jewel to
Kenneth Jack delayed since
it was awarded in 2019
had not been made because
of covid restrictions. When
[ told the Secretary, Terry
Tilton, that I had moved
to Scotland I received an
email - could I do the pre-
sentation - and the answer

m-am mutat in Scotia, am
primit un e-mail In care ma ruga sa i le inmanez eu.
Raspunsul a fost cat se poate de pozitiv.

Kenneth locuia la circa 100 de kilometri mai la
nord, In Pitlochry, un oras din comitatul Perthshire.
Imediat mai sus se afla Castelul Blair, casa Ducilor de
Atholl. Din familia acestora, Al Treilea, Al Patrulea,
Al Saselea si Al Optulea Duce de Atholl au fost Mari
Maestri ai Marii Loji a Scotiei, iar Al Treilea si Al
Patrulea Duce au fost Mari Maestri ai Ancients Grand
Lodge din Anglia. Ce loc mai bun sa organizam eve-
nimentul?

Vizita a doi prieteni, Fratele Alan Turton din Anglia
si Fratele Claudiu lonescu din Romania, a creat ocazia
perfecta si am cazut cu totii de acord sa ne intalnim la
masa la Castelul Blair. Pranzul a durat doua ore,
rastimp in care am discutat despre chestiuni masonice.
Apoi i-am tinut un scurt discurs lui Kenneth, oferindu-i
Certificatul si bijuteria de FPS.

Vorbim despre un loc turistic, asa ca am fost im-
bracati smart casual si am permis contextului masonic
al edificiului sa vorbeasci de la sine. Insd am facut o
fotografie formald in fata castelului. Dupad aceea am
pornit cu totii Intr-un tur al castelului care a durat
doua ore. Peretii coridoarelor erau decorati cu sabii,
arme de foc si scuturi si, pentru ca ne aflam in
regiunea Highlands din Scotia, una dintre activitatile
din timpul liber ale Ducilor de Atholl (mai ales al celui
de-al Patrulea Duce) era vanatoarea de cerbi pe mosie.

Ins3 el a fost si un francmason devotat si Mare
Maestru al Grand Lodge of Antients din 1775 pana in
1812 (cu o pauza). Dintre toti Marii Maestri ai Angliei,
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was a positive yes.

Kenneth lived around 60 miles north in Pitlochry,
a town in the county of Perthshire; and just up the
road is Blair Castle the home of the Dukes of Atholl.
The Atholls, especially the 3™, 4™, 6™ and 8" Dukes
were variously Grand Masters of the Grand Lodge of
Scotland and the 3™ and 4" of the Antients Grand
Lodge in England. What better place to make the
presentation.

The occasion of a visit by two friends Bro Alan
Turton from England and Bro Claudiu lonescu from
Romania provided the perfect occasion and we all
agreed to meet for lunch at Blair Castle to make the
presentation. Lunch lasted two hours while we talked
all manner of masonic matters and I made a short
address to Kenneth and presented him with his
certificate and jewel.

This was a tourist venue so we dressed smart
casual and we let the masonic context of the place
speak for the event. But did take a formal picture in
front of the castle. Afterwards we all went on a tour of
the castle and that took a couple of hours. The hallway
walls were decorated with swords, guns, and shields,
and because we are in the highlands of Scotland one
of the pastimes of the Atholls (especially the 4" Duke)
was the stalking and shooting the stags on the estate.
And the walls of the Great Hall.

But he was also keen freemason and Grand Master
of the Antients from 1775 to 1812 (with one gap).
Of all the Grand Masters of England he is the one
who to this day is still remembered with affection and
respect - that surely must be mark of greatness.



el este cel fata de care poporul pastreaza inca o
amintire plina de afectiune si respect - iar asta cu
siguranta trebuie sa fie un semn al maretiei

Castelul Blair iti da impresia ca face parte in-
disolubila din regiunea Highlands a Scotiei. Pe masura
ce te apropii de el, dealurile devin mai inalte si
padurile se apropie mai mult de drum. Cel mai apro-
piat sat este Pilochry. Castelul Blair e situat imediat in
afara satului si a fost casa familiilor Stewart si Murray
din Atholl de 750 de ani. Initial era o casa-turn tipica,
dar la mijlocul secolului XVIII a fost transformat
intr-un ,palat” al lorzilor cat se poate de scotian, care
poate fi vazut si astazi.

Cea mai apropiata loja se afla la cativa kilometri.
Este vorba despre Loja Dunkeld nr. 14, fondata in
1734. Tn mod traditional, Ducii de Atholl au fost
maestri ai lojei ,lor” locale, lucru ce demonstreaza
o puternica legaturad a familiei cu Masoneria.

1735,1747-1750 Al Doilea Duce de Atholl

1750-1754 Al Treilea Duce de Atholl
1776-1800 Al Patrulea Duce de Atholl
1841-1846 Al Saselea Duce de Atholl
1895-1909 Al Optulea Duce de Atholl

Ambii, Al Treilea, si Al Patrulea Duce de Atholl au
fost Mari Maestri In Anglia si Scotia.

Al Treilea Duce de Atholl
Grand Lodge of Antients 1771-1774
Marea Loja a Scotiei 1773-1774

Al Patrulea Duce de Atholl
Grand Lodge of Antients 1775-1781,1791-1813
Marea Loja a Scotiei

1778-1780
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(Source: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_
Murray,_4th_Duke_of Atholl#/media/
File:The_4th_Duke_of Atholl_and_his_game_
keeper_John_Crerar.jpg)

Blair Castle feels as though it is part of the
highlands. As one approaches the hills get taller and
the forests closer to the road. The nearest village is
Pitlochry. Blair Castle is just outside the village and
has been the home of the Stewarts and Murray of
Atholl families for 750 years. Originally it was a typical
tower house but in the mid 18% century it was trans-
formed into a very Scottish lairds “palace” that one can
see today.

The nearest lodge is some miles down the road and
is Dunkeld Lodge No.14 founded in 1734, and the
Dukes of Atholl have traditionally been masters of
“their” local lodge, and this demonstrated a strong
masonic family connection.

1735,1747-1750 2" Duke of Atholl
1750-1754 31 Duke of Atholl
1776-1800 4™ Duke of Atholl
1841-1846 6" Duke of Atholl
1895-1909 8™ Duke of Atholl

Both the 3™ and 4™ Dukes were variously Grand
Masters in both England and Scotland

31 Duke of Atholl
Antients GL 1771-1774
GL of Scotland 1773-1774

4% Dyke of Atholl
Antients GL 1775-1781 & 1791-1813
GL of Scotland 1778-1780
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A magnific day in Scotland - visiting Blair Castle
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MIRELA ELENA ENE | Editor in Chief, MASONIC FORUM Magazine

William Schaw:
Tatal Francmasonerieil

JAceastd structurd umild de pietre
acoperd un om cu o indemdnare
excelentd, o probitate notabild, o
integritate singulard a vietii, impo-
dobit cu cele mai mari virtuti -
William Schaw, Maestru al lucrdri-
lor regelui, presedinte al ceremoniilor
sacre si Sambelanul Reginei. A murit.
18 aprilie 1602.

Printre cei vii a locuit cincizeci si
doi de ani; cdldtorise in Franta si in
multe alte Regate, pentru imbund-
tdtirea mintii sale; nu dorea nicio
pregdtire liberald; a fost cel mai
priceput in arhitecturd; a fost reco-
mandat devreme unor persoane mari
pentru darurile singulare ale mintii
sale; si nu numai cd era neobosit si

William Schaw:
Father of Freemasonry?

“This humble structure of stones
covers a man of excellent skill,
notable probity, singular integrity
of life, adorned with the greatest of
virtues - William Schaw, Master of
the King’s Works, President of the
Sacred Ceremonies, and the Queen’s
Chamberlain. He died 18" April,
1602.

Among the living he dwelt
fifty-two years; he had travelled in
France and many other kingdoms,
for the improvement of his mind;
he wanted no liberal training; was
most skilful in architecture; was
early recommended to great per-
sons for the singular gifts of his
mind; and was not only unwearied

neobosit in muncd si afaceri, dar era
mereu activ si viguros si era foarte drag oricdrui om
bun care l-a cunoscut. El s-a ndscut pentru a face lucrdri
bune si, prin aceasta, pentru a cdstiga inimile oame-
nilor; acum el trdieste vesnic cu Dumnezeu’.

»~Regina Ana a ordonat cd acest monument sd fie
ridicat in memoria acestui om excelent si cel mai drept,
pentru ca virtutile sale, demne de laudd vesnicd, sd nu
treacd odatd cu moartea trupului sdau’.

Inscriptia de pe mormantul lui William Schaw din
Dunfermline Abbey reprezinta cea mai sigura sursa de
informatii biografice si poarts, ceea ce ar putea fi, cel mai
vechi semn masonic, o sculptura complexa a tuturor
literelor numelui S-C-H-A-W. Fiecare piatra folosita la
constructia mormantului poarta un semn gravat.

Pe un panou separat de pe mormant scrie: , Trdieste
in Rai si trdieste pentru totdeauna, cel mai bun dintre
oameni. Pentru tine aceastd viatd era trudd, moartea era
o odihnd profundd”. In onoarea prietenului siu sincer,
William Schaw. Alexander Seton, conte de Dunfermline.

William Schaw s-a nascut, dupa cum indica epitaful
sau, in jurul anului 1550. A fost membru al unei
ramuri de cadeti ai unei familii de lorzi, Schaws of
Sauchie, de langa Stirling, comitatul Clackmannan, o
familie ce avea relatii stranse cu curtea, fiind deti-
natorii cramei regelui; acesta a fost, se pare, si ratiunea

1 Scott J. Watson, William Schaw: Father of Freemasonry.
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and tireless in labours and busi-
ness, but constantly active and vigorous, and was most
dear to every good man who knew him. He was born
to do good offices, and thereby to gain the hearts of
men; now he lives eternally with God".

“Queen Anne ordered this monument to be erected
to the memory of this most excellent and most upright
man, lest his virtues, worthy of eternal commendation,
should pass away with the death of his body.”

The inscription on William Schaw’s tomb in Dun-
fermline Abbey is the most certain source of biographical
information and bears what might well be the oldest
mason’s mark, a complex sculpture of all the letters of
the name S-C-H-A-W. Each stone used for his tomb
bears an inscribed mark.

On a separate panel on his tomb it says: “To his most
upright Friend, William Schaw, Live with the Gods, and
live for ever, most excellent man; This life to thee was
labour, death was deep repose. Alexander Seton.”

William Schaw was born, according to his epitaph,
around the year 1550. He was a member of a branch
of cadets of a laird’s family, the Schaws of Sauchie,
near Stirling, the shire of Clackmannan, a family that
had close ties to the court, as they owned the king’s
wine cellar. That is why, it seems, William Schaw
received a job at court ever since his youth.

1 Scott J. Watson, William Schaw: Father of Freemasonry.
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pentru care William Schaw a primit un loc de munca
la curte Inca de tanar.

Referiri cu privire la anumite activitati derulate de
William Schaw apar in unele documente ale vremii.
Astfel, 1n 1581, cand biserica reformata din Scotia avea
temeri ca regele James al VI lea cade sub influenta
catolic3, atat regele, cat si curtenii sai au fost nevoiti
sa semneze ceea ce a devenit cunoscut sub numele de
»Confesiunea Negativd”, o denuntare sistematica a
catolicismului, iar printre semnaturi se numara si cea
a lui William Schaw™.

La 17 ianuarie 1584, in documen-
tele vremii? se face mentiune despre
plecarea lui William Schaw catre
Franta Impreuna cu Lord Seton, diplo-
mat experimentat a cdrui misiune a
fost reinnoirea tratatelor dintre Scotia
si Franta. Includerea lui William Schaw
in aceasta misiune pare a se datora
faptului ca reusise sa obtina sprijinul
familiei Seton, In special ca urmare
a pasiunii pe care Alexander Seton, fiul
cel mic al lordului Seton, a avut-o pen-
tru arhitectura. Numele lui Alexander

References to a certain number of Schaw’s activities
appear in several documents of the time. In 1581,
when the Reformed Church in Scotland feared that
King James VI would fall under Catholic influence,
both the king and his courtiers had to sign what
became known as the “Negative Confession”, a
systematic denunciation of Catholicism - among the
signatures, William Schaw’s.!

On 17" January 1584, records of the time? mention
William Schaw’s departure to France with Lord Seton,
an experienced diplomat whose mission
had been to renew the treatises
between Scotland and France. William
Schaw’s inclusion in the mission
appears to be owed to the fact that he
had managed to obtain the support of
the Seton family, especially due to
Alexander Seton’s - the youngest of Lord
Seton’s sons - passion for architecture.
The name Alexander Seton - who at
the time was the first Earl of Dun-
fermline) - is the one mentioned on
William Schaw’s tomb in Dunfermline
Abbey.

Seton (la acea vreme prlmul conte de
Dunfermline), este cel g
mentionat pe morman-
tul lui William Schaw
din Dunfermline Abbey.

in anul 1585, William
Schaw apare intr-un
grup de trei barbati alesi

de rege pentru a distra

ambasadorii danezi so-
siti, in speranta de a obtine Insulele Orkney si Shetland,
restituite Danemarcei®. Dupa 1585 se pare ca William
Schaw a lucrat pentru lordul Seton.

in 1588, Presbiteriul din Edinburgh a chemat
,papistasii si apostatii”*, iar William Schaw a fost unul
dintre cei chemati. De asemenea, cand in 1593 s-a
intocmit o listd cu cei de la curte care sustineau
interesele engleze, Schaw a fost inclus si descris drept
,un iezuit suspect”®, iar cativa ani mai tirziu, o lucrare

1 Scotia, Manuscrise nationale: facsimile (3 pts, 1867-72),
pt 3, Ixx; T. Thomson (ed.), Actele si procedurile adunarilor
generale al Bisericii Scotiei (3 vols., Cluburile Bannatyne si
Maitland, Edinburgh, 1839-45), ii, 518.

2 Calendarul Documentelor de stat referitoare la Scotia (13
volumes, Londra 1898 - 1969); 1581-3, 649; CSPS, 1584-5, 4;
Scots peerage, viii, 585-8.

3 SirJames Melville, Amintiri din propria viatd (Club Bannatyne,
Edinburgh, 1827), 336.

* Thomson, Acte si proceduri, ii, 738; D. Calderwood, Istoria Bise-
ricii Scotiei (8 vols., Woodrow Society, Edinburgh, 1842-9), iv, 691.
5 Calendarul Documentelor de stat referitoare la Scotia (13
volumes, Londra 1898 - 1969); 1589-93, 620; CSPS, 1593-5, 18.
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In 1585, William Schaw appears in
s agroup of three men chosen by
the king to entertain the Danish
ambassadors who had just
arrived, in the hope of obtaining
the Orkney and Shetland
Islands that had been given
back to Denmark?®. After 1585
William Schaw seems to have
worked for Lord Seton.

In 1588, the Edinburgh
Presbytery called all “papist
and apostates™, William Schaw among them. In 1593,
when a list was made of those at court who were
supporting the English interests, Schaw was also
included and described as “a suspicious Jesuit”, and
several years later a Latin work meant to prove that
James VI was favouring the Catholics mentioned that

! Scotland, National Manuscripts: facsimiles (3 pts, 1867-1872),
pt 3, Ixx; T. Thomson (ed.), Acts and Procedures of the General
Gatherings of the Church of Scotland (3 vols., The Bannatyne
and Maitland Clubs, Edinburgh, 1839-45), ii, 518.

2 The Calendar of State Documents Regarding Scotland (13
volumes, London, 1898-1969); 1581-3, 649; CSPS, 1584-5, 4;
Scots Peerage, viii, 585-8.

3 Sir James Melville, Memoirs of His Own Life (Bannatyne
Club, Edinburgh, 1827), 336;

* Thomson, Acts and Procedures, ii, 738; D. Calderwood, History
of the Church of Scotland (8 vols., Woodrow Society, Edinburgh,
1842-9),iv, 691.

5 The Calendar of State Documents Regarding Scotland (13
volumes, London, 1898-1969); 1589-93, 620; CSPS, 1593-5, 18.



latina, menita sa dovedeasca ca James al VI lea 1i
favoriza pe catolici, mentiona ca Schaw era ,praefectum
architecturae” pentru rege, desi era catolic®.
Pasiunea lui William Schaw pare a fi fost arhi-
tectura, insa faptul ca a fost insarcinat sa se ocupe de
ambasadorii danezi indica faptul ca avea si calitati de
diplomat, care 1i vor fi de folos pentru activitatea lui
de mai tarziu. Apropierea de ambasadorii danezi poate
fi si explicatia pentru includerea lui William Schaw in
alaiul regelui James al VI lea, care la sfarsitul anului
1589 s-a deplasat in Danemarca pentru a o aduce pe
Ana a Danemarcei, ce avea sa 1i devina sotie. Fiind
intarziati de furtunile din Norvegia, se pare ca Schaw
a stat cu James al VI-lea in
Danemarca peste iarnad’.
La finceputul anului
1590 s-a reintors in Scotia,
fiind trimis inaintea celor-
lalti pentru a finaliza pre-
gatirile necesare sosirii
regelui si a miresei sale, In
mod special, finalizarea
lucrarilor de reparatii la
Palatul Holyroodhouse si
la resedinta atribuita regi-

N
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Schaw was the King's “praefectum architecturae”, even
though he was a Catholic®.

William Schaw’s passion seems to have been archi-
tecture, but the fact that he was appointed to entertain
the Danish ambassadors indicates that he also had the
qualities of a diplomat, which would be of use to him
in his later activities. The closeness to the Danish
ambassadors could also explain why he was included
in the group of King James VI, who at the end of 1589
went to Denmark to bring back Anne of Denmark, who
would become his wife. Delayed by the storms in
Norway, it would seem that Schaw remained with
James VI in Denmark over the winter”.

In the beginning of
1590 he came back to
Scotland, sent before the
others to finish the neces-
sary preparations for the
arrival of the King and his
bride, and especially the
repairs at Holyroodhouse
Palace and the residence
given to the Queen in
Dunfermline.

He later became close

nei din Dunfermline.

Ulterior, a devenit un apropiat al Anei de Danemarca,
fiind numit sambelan al domeniului Dunfermline,
functie pe care a detinut-o pana in 1593.

Nu apare nici o0 mentiune in documentele vremii cu
privire la casatorie sau posibili urmasi ai lui William
Schaw. Mai mult, faptul ca a fost suspectat la un moment
dat ca ar fi iezuit poate fi chiar o dovada ca a fost burlac.

Numirea lui William Schaw ca Maestru al lucrarilor
din Scotia pe viata, cu responsabilitate pentru toate
castelele si palatele regale de catre James al VI-lea s-a
realizatla 21 decembrie 1583. Momentul numirii sale
ca Maestru sugereazd ca a fost legat de evolutiile
politice ale vremii. James al VI-lea tocmai scapase
dintr-o factiune protestanta extrema, Ruthven Raiders,
care il rapise in anul precedent, iar reactia impotriva
acestui episod a adus la putere mai multi conservatori.
Astfel, numirea, care presupunea inlocuirea predece-
sorului sdu (Sir Robert Drummond din Carnock) dintr-o
functie care i fusese acordata pe viata, sugereaza ca
Schaw era asociat cu interese conservatoare.

¢ Calendarul Documentelor de stat referitoare la Scotia (13
volumes, Londra 1898 - 1969); CSPS, 1595-7, 228.

7 Lucrarireferitoare la casatoria Regelui James al 6-lea al Scotiei
cu Printesa Anna a Danemarcei (Club Bannatyne, Edinburgh,
1828), 29-30, appendix, 10, 15-16; D. Moysie, Memorii despre
afacerile Scotiei (Cluburile Bannatyne and Maitland, Edinburgh,
1830), 82; J. Spottiswoode, Istoria Bisericii Scotiei (3 vols.,
Societatea Spottiswoode, Edinburgh, 1851), ii, 405; CSPS,
1589-93, 245, 252.
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to Anne of Denmark and
was named Chamberlain of the Dunfermline domain,
a position he held until 1593.

Records show no mention of marriage or possible
heirs for William Schaw. Furthermore, the fact that he
was once suspected to be a Jesuit might even be proof
that he remained single.

James VI named William Schaw as Master of Works
in Scotland for life, holding responsibility for all royal
castles and palaces, on 21 December 1583. The
moment of his investment as Master suggests that the
event was tied to the political developments of the time.
James VI had just escaped from an extremist Protestant
faction, the Ruthven Raiders, who had kidnapped him
the year before, and his reaction brought to power
several conservatives. Therefore the investment, which
involved replacing his predecessor (Sir Robert
Drummond of Carnock) from a life-long office, suggests
that Shaw was associated with conservative interests.

The fact that William Schaw, although a Catholic,
from this perspective even being a concern for the

6 The Calendar of State Documents Regarding Scotland (13
volumes, London, 1898-1969); CSPS, 1595-7, 228.

7 Works Regarding the Marriage of King James VI of Scotland
to Princess Anne of Denmark (Bannatyne Club, Edinburgh,
1828), 29-30, appendix 10, 15-16; D. Moysie, Memoirs on the
Affairs of Scotland (Clubs Bannatyne and Maitland, Edinburgh,
1830), 82; ]. Spottiswoode, History of the Church of Scotland
(3 vols., Spottiswoode Society, Edinburgh, 1851), ii, 405; CSPS,
1589-93, 245, 252.
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Faptul ca William Schaw, desi catolic, reprezentand
chiar o ingrijorare pentru englezi din acest punct de
vedere, si-a pastrat functia atribuita de James al VI-lea
intr-o tara protestantd, dovedeste abilitati de diplo-
matie pentru pastrarea unui echilibru. Documentele
vremii mentioneaza si alti scotieni de la curte, care
desi erau catolici, au evitat actiunile care puteau
provoca persecutii, si probabil chiar asistau la slujbele
protestante din cind in cand. Unul
dintre cei mai apropiati prieteni ai lui
Schaw, Alexander Seton, a practicat un
astfel de ,act de echilibru religios” timp
de multi ani, in timp ce detinea functii
publice Tnalte®.

La 28 decembrie 1598, Schaw, in ca-

English, held the position given to him by King James
in a Protestant country proves his diplomatic abilities
of maintaining a balance. Records mentions other
Scots at court who, although Catholic, avoided actions
that could generate persecutions and probably even
attended Protestant services from time to time. One of
Schaw’s closest friends, Alexander Seton, practiced
such an “act of religious equilibrium” for many years,
all the while holding high public
positions®.
KK On 28% of December 1598, as
2% el Master of Works and Director of

S i Master Masons, Schaw released
SN :,_J,km "
s ?F Al the “Status and Ordonance must
Weagisdear Al IUI'J

be observed by all Master Masons

litatea sa de Maestru de Lucrari si Direc-
tor General al maestrilor pietrari, a emis
LStatutul si ordonanta trebuie sd fie ob-

i
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in the realm”® - the First Schaw
Statute.
The introduction states that

s

servate de toti maiestrii masoni din acest G e (fp wmafln yruaffomnd Pty w the Statutes were released with
tdram”°. - Primele Statute Schaw. ey b Ehad - “M::;“:. the agreement of a convention

Preambulul prevede ca statutele au e wftmfo‘?}t g ,,.n:-' of artisans, mentioned only as
fost emise cu consimtamantul unei Sy s e MJ.T._J?;,.“::,: “all the Master Masons assem-
conventii mestesugaresti, specificate f‘;?“ﬁ:?.‘..ﬁﬂ’?i&‘i’ "*"_‘ % bled that day”. It seems that
pur si simplu ca ,,toti maestrii masoni o Bt 7% William Schaw summoned a
adunati in acea zi". Se pare ca William (_J 5L ?Efﬁ;;f&?‘;ﬁfm _;.*;‘-‘,f;‘: meeting of master masons on
Schaw a convocat intilnirea maestrilor Sr-*’**?“* 1,‘:%,%“ g spb o=y 2200 | 27" December, the most impor-

masoni pe 27 decembrie, cea mai impor-
tanta zi din calendarul masonic si ca, in
urma discutiilor purtate atunci, au fost
elaborate Primele Statute Schaw si emise
in ziua urmatoare.
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tant day in the masonic calen-
dar, and that, following the day’s
talks, the first Schaw Statutes
were elaborated and issued the
next day.
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Primele Statute ale lui Schaw se
bazeaza pe Texte vechi'?, dar aduc si informatii supli-
mentare pentru a descrie o ierarhie de gardieni,

» o«

8 M. Lee, “Regele James” “cancelar papapl”, Renasterea si
Reforma in Scotia, ed. I. B. Cowan si D. Shaw (Edinburgh, 1983),
172-3.

9 Ed. Fraser, Memorialul Montgomerie. vol. 2 (Edinburgh
1849), pp. 239-40.

10 Manuscrise masonice, cele mai numeroase sunt Texte vechi
sau Constitutii. Aceste documente contureaza o ,istorie” a
zidariei, avand originile la o radacina biblica sau clasica, ur-
matad de reglementarile organizatiei si responsabilitatile di-
feritelor clase. Mai rar apar si copii vechi scrise de mana ale
ritualului, oferind o intelegere limitata a riturilor masonice
timpurii. Toate cele care preced data formdrii Marilor Loji se
gasesc 1n Scotia si Irlanda si prezintd o asemenea asemdna-
re incat ritualurile irlandeze sunt de obicei presupuse a fi de
origine scotiand. Primele minute de “cabane” formate Tnainte
de prima Grand Lodge se afld, de asemenea, in Scotia. Primele
inregistrari ale primei Mari Loji in 1717 permit o intelegere
elementara a epocii premerghatoare Marii Loji si o oarecare
intelegere a personalitdtilor si evenimentelor care au modelat
francmasoneria de la Inceputul secolului al XVIII-lea in Ma-

rea Britanie; Francmasoneria in Scotia - https://wikicro.icu/
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The first Schaw Statutes are
based on Old Texts!’, but also bring additional in-
formation to describe a hierarchy of Wardens, Deacons

8 M. Lee, “King James, Papal Chancellor”, Renaissance and
Reform in Scotland, ed. I.B. Cowan and D. Shaw (Edinburgh,
1983), 172-3.

9 Ed. Fraser, The Montgomerie Memorial, vol. 2 (Edinburgh
1849), pp. 239-40.

10" Masonic manuscripts, most of them old Taxes or Constitu-
tions. These documents outline a “history” of masonry,
having its origins in a biblical or classical root, followed by
the regulations of the organization and the responsibilities of
the various classes. Rarely do old hand-written copies of the
Ritual appear, offering a limited understanding of the early
masonic rituals. All those that predate the formation of the
Grand Lodges are in Scotland and Ireland are so similar that
the Irish rituals are usually assumed to be of Scottish origin.
The first minutes of “cabins” formed before the first Grand
Lodge are also in Scotland. The first records of the first Grand
Lodge in 1717 allow for an elementary understanding of the
age before the Grand Lodge and also, to some extent, of the
personalities and events which shaped Freemasonry since the
beginning of the 18th century in Great Britain; Freemasonry
in Scotland - https://wikicro.icu/wiki/Freemasonry_ in
Scotland.
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diaconi si maestri'’. Acestaspect ofera un indiciu clar
cad au existat si au fost cunoscute aceste Texte vechi
in Scotia cu mult timp Tnainte de mijlocul secolul al
XVII-lea, moment de la care au supravietuit dovezile
clare. Materialul preluat din Vechile texte a fost
modificat si extins in cadrul Statutelor, astfel incat sa
fie potrivit conditiilor specifice scotiene. Altfel spus,
se pare ca William Schaw nu a fondat lojile, ci a
introdus reglementari standard, partial derivate din
Textele Vechi.

Nu voi prezenta aici textele Statutelor intrucat
acestea pot fi lecturate separat'?, insa trebuie precizat
ca acestea aduc multe elemente de noutate referitoare
la diverse reguli pentru functionarea lojei, alegerea
conducerii lojei, supravegherea muncii si amenzi
pentru neparticiparea la sedintele lojei, asumarea unei
munci fara a avea competenta necesara pentru a o
executa, angajarea ucenicilor, accesul 1n loja etc.
Statutele au fost agreate de toti maestrii masoni
prezenti si au fost trimise copii fiecarei loji din Scotia.

Primele Statute ale lui William Schaw ofera dovezi
noi despre organizarea masonica existenta in Scotia,
dar totodata introduc si aspecte noi. Astfel, organizarea
masonica delimitata in Primele Statute se bazeaza pe
loji. Numele este vechi, dar lojile descrise acum sunt
foarte diferite de cele cunoscute din surse anterioare.
Astfel, lojile medievale erau, fie cladiri temporare
(locuri de lucru, de mancare si/sau de dormit la un
santier), fie institutii semi-permanente care functionau
pe langa marile cladiri ecleziastice importante, dar
limitate la zidarii care lucrau la aceste cladiri. Nu
existd nicio dovada ca astfel de loji au jurisdictie
asupra tuturor zidarilor care lucreaza intr-o zona, sau
ca au control general asupra persoanelor ce ar putea
intra 1n loj3, sau cd lojile individuale au legaturi cu alte
loji pentru a exercita o jurisdictia mai larga, desi Al
doilea Statut Schaw a indicat ca Loja Kilwinning
pretindea ca a avut astfel de drepturi in trecut®s.

Toate aceste caracteristici apar pentru prima data
in Primele Statute Schaw. Acestea mentioneaza
necesitatea stabilirii unui sistem coerent de loji pentru
toata Scotia, cu un supraveghetor general care sa aiba
jurisdictie asupra tuturor lojilor. Se mentioneaza (in
termeni vagi insa) Intalniri si adundri deasupra
nivelului unei loji si, desi relatia dintre loja si comitat
nu este definitd, se pare ca lojile dintr-un comitat
trebuiau sa lucreze Impreuna.

Evident, aceste noi loji au asemanari cu cele din
perioadele anterioare. Numele in sine a fost unul

11 Andrew Prescott, Vechile taxe revizuite, din Tranzactiile Lojii
de Cercetare Nr. 2429 (Leicester), 2006, Pietre-Stones Docu-
mente Masonice, preluate 21 Aprilie 2013.

12 http://www.themasonictrowel.com/Articles/Manuscripts/
manuscripts/shaw_statutes/shaw_statutes.htm

13 David Stevenson, Originea Francmasoneriei, 1998, p. 34 - 44.
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and Masters'!. This gives a clear indication that these
ancient Texts were known in Scotland long before the
middle of the 17 century, after which point we have
clear evidence of that. The material taken from the Old
Texts was modified and extended in the Statutes, so
that it covered specific Scottish conditions. In other
words, William Schaw did not found the lodges, but he
introduced standard regulations, partially derived
from the Old Texts.

[ will not present the texts of the Statutes here, as
they can be read separately'?, but it must be noted that
they bring many new elements regarding various rules
regarding the functioning of the lodge, choosing the
head of the lodge, overseeing the work and imposed
fines for not taking part in the lodge’s meetings or
for taking on a work without having the necessary
competence to execute it, regarding the employment
of apprentices, access in the Lodge etc. The Statutes
were agreed upon by all present Master Mason and
copies were sent to every Lodge in Scotland.

William Schaw’s first Statutes offer new evidence
about the masonic organization in Scotland, while at
the same time introducing new aspects. The masonic
organization outlined in the First Statute is based on
lodges. The name is ancient, but the lodges described
now are very different from the ones in earlier sources.
Medieval lodges were either temporary buildings
(places for work, eating and sleeping on the site),
either semi-permanent institutions that functioned
affiliated to great ecclesiastic buildings, but limited to
the masons who were working on these buildings.
There is no evidence that such lodges had jurisdiction
over all the masons working in an area or if they had
general control over people who could enter lodges,
or if individual lodges had connections with other
lodges in order to extend their jurisdiction, although
The Second Schaw Statute indicates that Lodge
Kilwinning claimed to have had such rights in the past'.

All these characteristics appear for the first time in
the First Schaw Statute. They mention the need to
establish a coherent system of Lodges in all of
Scotland, with a General Warden that should have
jurisdiction over all lodges. It also mentions (vaguely,
however) meetings and gatherings above the level of
a lodge and, although the relationship between lodge
and County is not defined, it appears that the lodges
in a county had to work together.

Of course, these new lodges have their resemblance
with earlier ones. The name itself had been accepted

11 Andrew Prescott, Old Taxes Revised, from The Transactions
of the Research Lodge No. 2429 (Leicester), 2006, Stones Masonic
Documents, consulted 21st April 2013.

12 http://www.themasonictrowel.com /Articles/Manuscripts/
manuscripts/shaw_statutes/shaw_statutes.htm

13 David Stevenson, Origins of Freemasonry, 1998, p. 34-44.
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acceptat de mult timp pentru un grup sau organizatie
de zidari, iar lojile anterioare au cautat, fard indoiala,
sa reglementeze intrarea in comert si practicile de
lucru precum lojele Schaw. Dar, fie cd sunt temporare
sau semi-permanente, lojile medievale tarzii se pre-
ocupasera doar de zidarii care lucrau la o singura
cladire, sau poate cel mult la toate cladirile publice
dintr-un anumit burg. Daca a existat o organizare
peste acest nivel, a fost fie informala - zidarii trecand
de la o cladire la alta (cu aceleasi regulamente ale
mestesugului, introducadnd astfel un element de
uniformitate) - fie bazata pe faptul ca in unele zone
zidarii au frecventat ocazional reuniunile tinute de
catre supraveghetori regionali, creand un fel de adu-
nare de zidari. De asemenea, fard indoialg, lojile anteri-
oare au avut ritualuri si ceremonii deoarece este dificil
de conceput ca o organizatie medievald de mestesugari
sa nu aiba ritualuri. Nimic nu indica 1ns3, ca aceste
ritualuri erau identice cu cele ale noilor loji Schaw.

Numele oficialului sef din noile loji a fost si el o
mostenire din trecut. Exista o referire la paznicul unei
loji din Anglia secolului al XIV-lea, iar actul din 1427
al parlamentului scotian se referea la gardienii arti-
zanilor. Dar, din nou, asemanarea numelui nu trebuie
luata ca dovada ca functionarul medieval era identic
cu functionarul descris In Statutele Schaw, si ca a
prezidat o institutie identica. Biroul de gardian al ser-
viciului de peste o caband de santier nu avea nimic
de-a face cu lojile din Statutele Schaw si cu gardienii
acestora, iar faptul ca lojile de santier in stil medieval
puteau exista alaturi de noile loji Schaw, dar complet
separate de ele, subliniaza faptul ca acestea erau
foarte diferite chiar daca aveau acelasi nume.

Atat in ritual, cat si in organizare, William Schaw
pare sd fi construit pe traditiile fragmentare ale meste-
sugului, insd tema centrald este mai degrabd inovatia
decat continuitatea.

Sistemul de loji din Primele Statute Schaw a oferit
o solutie problemei existente in acea perioada re-
feritoare la apartenenta unei persoane atat la o
organizatie autonoma - “Incorporatie” (existau foarte
multe in acea perioada) cat si la o loja. Astfel, cu
experienta diplomatica pe care a dobandit-o la curte,
William Schaw a rezolvat aceasta dificultate, masonii
putandu-si pastra calitatea de membri ai ,incorpo-
ratiilor” (supuse controlului burgurilor) pentru avan-
tajele pe care le aducea acest lucru in interiorul
burgurilor, si, in acelasi timp, sa fie si membri in loji
(In afara controlului consiliului burgului).

Aceasta interpretare a motivului pentru care atat
lojile, cat si , incorporatiile” au fost considerate nece-
sare de catre zidari, postuleaza ca, desi zidarii fsi
doreau sa beneficieze de privilegiile oferite de aparte-
nenta la organizatiile burgului, doreau si sa evite
controlul complet al burgului asupra mestesugului lor.
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for a long time for a group or organization of masons,
and earlier lodges certainly tried to regulate the entry
in the trade and the working practices just as the
Schaw Lodges did. However, be they temporary or
semi-permanent, the late medieval lodges had con-
cerned themselves only with masons that were working
on a single building, or maybe at the most, on all
public buildings in a certain borough. If there was a
form of organization above this level, it was either
informal - with masons going from one building to
another (with the same regulations of the craft, thus
introducing an element of uniformity) -, or based on
the fact that in certain areas masons occasionally
frequented the meetings held by the regional wardens,
thus creating a sort of masons’ assembly. Also, without
a doubt, earlier lodges had rituals and ceremonies,
because it would have been hard to conceive a
medieval organization of craftsmen with no rituals.
Nothing indicates, however, that these rituals were
identical to those of the new Schaw Lodges.

The name of the chief official in the new lodges was
undoubtedly a legacy of the past. There is a reference
to the Warden of a lodge in England in the 14™
century, and the 1427 Act of the Scottish Parliament
referred to the Artisans’ Wardens. Again, however, the
similarity in name must not be taken as a proof that
the medieval official was the same as the one described
in the Schaw Statutes and that he presided over an
identical institution. The office of Warden of the Work
over an on-site cabin had nothing to do with the
lodges in the Schaw Statutes or their wardens, and the
fact that medieval-style construction site lodges could
exist alongside the new Schaw Lodges, but completely
separate from them, underlined the fact that they were
very different, even though they bared the same name.

Both in the Ritual and in the organization, William
Schaw seems to have built upon the fragmentary
traditions of the Craft, but the central theme is innova-
tion, rather than continuity.

The system of lodges in the First Schaw Statute
offered a solution to the problem of the time regarding
one person’s membership both in an autonomous
“corporate” organization (there were a lot) and in a
lodge. With the diplomatic expertise gained at court,
William Schaw solved this difficulty, allowing masons
to both keep their membership in “corporations”
(under the control of the boroughs) for the advantages
this brought within the boroughs, and to be Lodge
members (outside the control of the borough’s council).

This interpretation of the reason why both lodges
and “corporations” were considered necessary by
masons states that, although the mason wanted to
benefit from the privileges offered by their mem-
bership in the boroughs organizations, they also
wanted to avoid complete control of the borough over
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Aceasta sugestie este sprijinita de traditia puternica
conform cdreia lojile nu ar trebui sa se Intdlneasca in
interiorul burgurilor. Documentele masonice timpurii
subliniaza ca acest lucru a fost pus in practica uneori.
Zidarii Melrose s-au intalnit in afara burgului la
Newstead; zidarii din Aberdeen au traversat raul Dee
pentru a se intalni in afara jurisdictiei burgului; zidarii
din Elgin s-au Intalnit ca Loja din Kilmolymock, zidarii
din Perth ca Loja din Scone. Cu toate ca aceste loji au
fost numite dupa locuri din afara burgurilor, se pare
ca totusi membri s-au intalnit in interiorul lor, numele
lor fiind un fel de declaratie simbolica ca nu se
considerau pe ei insisi ca institutii ale burgului®*. Alte
loji nu au fost asociate exclusiv cu un singur burg:
Kilwinning a atras membri din Irvine, Ayr si din alte
orase, Aitchison's Haven din mai multe burguri din
apropiere de Edinburgh.

Faptul ca Schaw a acceptat ca diaconii de ,incor-
poratii” sa prezideze lojele burgului poate fi un pret pe
care a trebuit sa-l plateasca pentru a convinge ,in-
corporatiile” sa accepte existenta a ceea ce ei ar fi
putut considera a fi amenintari pentru organizatiile
mestesugaresti. Se spune ca Inregistrarile timpurii
pierdute despre ,incorporatia Capelei Mariei” au
continut multe exemple de semnaturi ale lui Schaw,
lucru ce sugereaza cd el a avut un rol principal in
aceste chestiuni, ceea ce i-ar fi permis sa-i convinga pe
unii membri sa accepte crearea unei loji.

Sigur ca lojile ar fi dorit sa fie singurele care exerci-
tau autoritate asupra mestesugului zidariei, insa
circumspectia cu care actionau in practica indica
constientizarea existentei ,incorporatiilor” si a con-
siliilor burgurilor, a necesitdtii de a evita provocarea
acestora, precum si a atragerii de noi membri in loji
astfel Incat sa se consolideze 1n timp.

In cadrul Primului Statut Schaw sunt mentionate
marcile de mason, precum si necesitatea consemnarii
acestora in caiete de procese verbale ale lojei. Nu
exista nicio dovada, insa ca li s-ar fi atasat vreo semni-
ficatie simbolica. Acestea au evoluat in Evul Mediu ca
modalitati de identificare a lucrarilor facute de masoni
individuali si, prin urmare, puteau sa nu fie In mod
esential diferite de semnele de identificare Inregistrate
in secolul al XVII-lea, ci doar monograme ale initialelor
masonilor si, prin urmare, nu au in mod clar un sens
ezoteric. Singura exceptie de la aceasta generalizare
este obsesia remarcabila a lui Sir Robert Moray pentru
semnul sau de mason, dar el fiind un mason atat de
extraordinar si atipic nu ne putem baza concluziile pe
suprapunerea atitudinilor lui peste cele ale altor zidari.

Un element de noutate introdus de Schaw in Statute
a fost interdictia pusa masonilor sa lucreze cu cowans.
Conform dovezilor existente In procesele-verbale ale

1 David Stevenson, Originea Francmasoneriei, 1998.
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their craft. This suggestion is supported by the strong
tradition according to which the lodges should not meet
inside the boroughs. Early masonic records underline
that his was put in practice sometimes. The Melrose
Masons met outside the Newstead Borough; the
masons in Aberdeen crossed the Dee to meet outside
the jurisdiction of the borough; the Elgin Masons met
at the Kilmolymock Lodge, the Perth Masons at the
Scone Lodge. Although these lodges were named after
places outside the boroughs, it seems that the
members met inside them and that their names were
a sort of symbolic declaration that the lodges did not
consider themselves institutions of the borough'*.
Other lodges were not associated with a single borough:
Kilwinning attracted members from Irvine, Ayr and
other cities, while Aitchison’s Heaven had members
from several boroughs around Edinburgh.

The fact that Shaw accepted “incorporation” deacons
to preside over the lodges of the borough could be the
price he had to pay in order to convince “incorpora-
tions” to accept what they might have seen as a threat
to the associations of craftsmen. It is said that the early
lost records about the “Mary’s Chapel incorporation”
contained many examples of Schaw’s signatures,
which suggests he had a key role in these matters, thus
allowing him to convince some of the members to
accept the creation of a lodge.

Of course the lodges would have liked to be the
only ones exercising authority over the craft of masonry;,
but the circumspection with which they acted in
practice shows they realized the existence of “in-
corporations” and borough councils, the need to avoid
challenging them, as well as the need of attracting new
members, so that they strengthen over time.

In the First Schaw Statute there is mention of
masonic marks, as well as the need to record them in
the minutes of the lodge. However, there is no evidence
that they were given symbolic meaning. They evolved
over the Middle Ages as ways of identifying the works
done by individual masons and, as such, they might
not have been essentially different from the methods
of identification registered in the 17™ century, but
rather only monograms of the masons’ initials, and as
such clearly lacking any esoteric meaning. The only
exception from this general rule is Sir Robert Moray’s
remarkable obsession with his mason’s mark, but with
him being such an extraordinary and atypical mason
we cannot base our conclusions by comparing his
attitudes with those of other masons.

A novelty introduced by Schaw in the Statutes was
the interdiction imposed on masons for working with
the cowans. According to evidence from the minutes
of the lodges, they were “semi-qualified people” meant

4 David Stevenson, Origins of Freemasonry, 1998.
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intalnirilor lojilor acestia erau ,,oameni semi-calificati”
meniti sa intreprinda doar anumite lucrari; se pare ca
ceea ce le lipsea de fapt nu era indemanarea, ci initierea
in traditia ezoterici. In acest fel William Schaw a dorit
ca masonii sa fie un corp exclusiv de barbati calificati,
atat prin formare in deprinderi, cat si prin initiere In
traditia ezoterica a mestesugului.

Statutele Schaw nu au fost implementate in fiecare
detaliu deoarece practicile locale variau foarte mult.
Cu toate acestea, statutele au definit caracterul de
baza al lojei din secolul al XVII-lea.

Cel de-al doilea statut al lui William Schaw a fost
semnat la 28 decembrie 1599, la Holyroodhouse. In
cuprinsul acestuia sunt nominalizate trei loji, intre
care se pare cd a existat o disputa pentru prioritate.
Astfel, ca un compromis, Loja din Edinburgh a fost
recunoscuta ca principala loja din Scotia, Kilwinning a
doua, iar Stirling a treia. Mai mult, Lojei Kilwinning
i s-a acordat jurisdictie asupra altor loji din vestul
Scotiei, iar oficialii lojei au fost insarcinati sa se asigure
ca toti membri stapanesc ,arta memoriei”.

Au fost stabilite reguli pentru pastrarea corecta a
evidentei lojilor, solutionarea problemelor de sanatate
si siguranta in timp ce se lucreaza la Tnaltimi. Astfel,
lojele Schaw se reorganizau ca si institutii de lunga
durata.

Asa cum Primul Statut a pornit de la Textele vechi
cdroara le-a addaugat elemente inovatoare, si In cel
de-al doilea Statut, William Schaw subliniaza impor-
tanta pastrarii traditiilor mestesugului. Astfel, se face
referire directa la cei mai proceputi maestri care
trebuie sa 1i testeze si initieze pe ceilalti in arta meste-
sugului, a stiintei si memoriei antice, iar cei care
doresc sa intre 1n loji trebuie sa dea dovada ca stapa-
nesc ,arta memoriei”, printre alte calificari necesare.
»Arta memoriei” era o tehnica de memorare a lucru-
rilor care isi avea raddacinile In Grecia antica. Initial o
metoda pur utilitaristica - desi remarcabil de elabo-
rata - de ajutorare a memoriei, in Evul Mediu si
Renastere, arta memoriei a capatat nuante mult mai
complexe, avand conotatii simbolice, chiar oculte.
Inteleptul egiptean antic Hermes Trimegistus a
subliniat faptul ca cea mai valoroasa intelepciune este
secretd, cunoasterea ei fiind limitata doar celor initiati.
in statutele sale, Schaw i sfatuieste pe masoni sa
studieze arta memoriei si a stiintei, tehnici derivate din
lumea antica pentru memorarea discursurilor.

Nu exista suficiente dovezi care sa sustina ca William
Schaw a fost cel care a introdus ,arta memoriei” in
organizarea masonilor ca pe o practica inovatoare sau
daca doar a continuat-o, dat fiind ca In societatea
scotiand, unde obiceiurile si practicile trecutului erau
dominante si importante, continuitatea este mai
acceptabila decat inovatia. Cu toate acestea, referirea
la ,,arta memoriei” poate fi o dovada ca lojele Schaw
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to undertake only certain works. It would appear that
they lacked not the skill, but the initiation in the
esoteric tradition. William Schaw thus wanted for
masons to be an exclusive corps of qualified men, both
through their education and skills, as well as through
their initiation in the esoteric tradition of the craft.

The Schaw Statutes were not implemented in every
detail because local practices varied a lot. However,
the Statutes have defined the base character of the
lodge during the 17" century.

The Second Schaw Statute was signed on 28%
December 1599 at Holyroodhouse. Within it are named
three lodges that apparently had a dispute over
priority. Therefore, as a compromise, the Lodge of
Edinburgh was recognized as the main lodge in
Scotland, Kilwinning as the second and Sterling as the
third. Furthermore, Lodge Kilwinning was given
jurisdiction over other lodges in the west of Scotland,
and lodge officials were tasked with making sure that
all the members master “the art of memory”.

Rules were established for the correct record-keep-
ing of the lodges and for the solving of health and
safety problems when working at considerable heights.
We can say that the Schaw lodges were reorganizing
as long-term institutions.

Just as the First Statute began from the Old Texts
upon which innovative elements were added, so in
the Second Statute William Schaw underlines the
importance of maintaining the traditions of the craft.
There is direct reference to the most skilled masters
who must test and initiate the others in the art of the
craft, of science and of ancient memory, and that
those who wish to join the lodges must show they
master “the art of memory”, among other necessary
qualifications. The “art of memory” was a technique
of memorizing things that had its roots in Ancient
Greece. Initially a purely utilitarian method - although
remarkably complex - of helping memory, during the
Middle Ages and the Renaissance the art of memory
took on more complex nuances, gaining symbolic,
even occult, connotations. The ancient Egyptian wise
man Hermes Trismegistus underlined the fact that
the most valuable wisdom is secret, knowledge about
it being limited to those who are initiated. In his
Statutes, Schaw advises the masons to study the art
of memory and science, techniques derived from the
ancient world to memorize speeches.

There isn’t enough evidence to support the theory
that William Schaw introduced the “art of memory” in
the masonic organization as an innovative practice or if
he only continued it, given that in Scottish society,
where customs and practices of the past were dominant
and important, continuity is more acceptable than
innovation. Nevertheless, the reference to the “art of
memory” can be evidence that the Schaw lodges were
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aveau inclinatii spre gandirea mistica renascentista,
de renastere a ezoterismului'®.

Statutele au si 0 mare valoare istorica prin faptul ca
Schaw a ordonat lojilor sa numeasca secretari si sa
tind evidenta Intalnirilor. Astfel, primele minute ale
lojelor Aitchison’s Haven si Edinburgh Mary’s Chapel
sunt Tn 1599, acestea fiind cele mai vechi minute
masonice din lume!®. Aceste minute dezvaluie ca lojile
Schaw erau foarte diferite de celelelalte forme de
organizare ale zidarilor din acele vremuri. Continua sa
existe inca ,cabane” de santier, fiecare sub autoritatea
maestrului de lucrari responsabil de proiecte indivi-
duale, insa lojile Schaw, care apar in anii 1598-1599
aveau jurisdictie asupra tuturor masoniilor dintr-un
oras sau zona - justificandu-si astfel denumirea de
»loji teritoriale”.

Motivul pentru care lojile au functionat in paralel
cu ,Incorporarile” (unde de regula erau afiliate si alte
meserii: dulgheri, instalatori etc.) este justificat, in
primul rand de faptul ca masonii aveau propriile lor
traditii, ritualuri si secrete pe care nu voiau sa le
impartaseasca cu alti mesteri. Pentru aceste functii
ezoterice aveau nevoie de organizatii exclusiviste din
care sa faca parte doar cei initiati'’.

Un al doilea motiv pentru care pietrarii au insistat
sa aiba si loji pe langa “incorporari” este dictat si de
faptul ca “Incorporarile” aveau sediul in orasele in care
mestesugarii isi desfasurau activitatea, Tnsa cei mai
multi se miscau In cautarea de munca si aveau nevoie
de o organizare recunoscutd nu doar la nivel de oras,
ci si In afara acestora, acolo unde urmau a se derula
proiectele de constructie la care erau angajati. Sigur
cd o perioada, “cabanele” de santier au indeplinit
intr-o oarecare masura aceastd nevoie, Insa exista
neajunsul de a fi sub controlul reprezentantilor angaja-
torului sau a unui consiliu al burgului. Din aceasta
cauza, chiar Tnainte de 1600, masonii scotieni ince-
puserd sa-si dezvolte propriile lor loji autonome,
distantandu-se de autoritatea orasului sau a angajatoru-
lui, intalnindu-se in afara acestuia de cele mai multe ori.

Prin urmare, pe fondul motivelor intemeiate ale
masonilor de a dezvolta loji independente de “incor-
poratii”, in afara controlului burgului, William Schaw
a demarat reorganizarea si standardizarea lojelor
care, se pare, se aflau in acele momente 1n dezordine.
Mai mult, avand calitatea de Maestru al lucrarilor
regelui, William Schaw a considerat ca aceasta reforma
este o datorie a lui.

O problema a standardizarii lojelor o reprezenta
dispunerea teritoriala foarte vasta a acestora, pe care
William Schaw a Incercat sa o rezolve prin solicitarea
protectiei regelui James al VI-lea. Astfel, au fost

15 David Stevenson, Originea Francmasoneriei, 1998.
16 David Stevenson, Originea Francmasoneriei, 1998.
7 David Stevenson, Originea Francmasoneriei, 1998.
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inclined towards the mystic thought of the Renaissance,
of reviving esotericism?®.

The Statutes have even more historic value through
the fact that Schaw ordered the lodges to name
secretaries and keep track of meetings. As such, the
first minutes of the Aitchison’s Heaven and Edinburgh
Mary’s Chapel lodges are in 1599, making them the
oldest masonic minutes in the world*®. These minutes
reveal that the Schaw lodges were very different from
the other forms of organization of masons at the time.
There still were construction site “cabins”, each one
under the authority of the master of works responsible
for the individual projects, but the Schaw lodges, that
appeared in 1598-1599, had jurisdiction upon all the
masons in a city or area - thus justifying the name
“territorial lodges”.

The reason why lodges functioned parallel to the
“incorporations” (where usually other professions
were affiliated as well: carpenters, plumbers etc.) is
justified, first of all by the fact that the masons had
their own traditions, rituals and secrets they did not
want to share with other artisans. For these esoteric
functions they needed exclusivist organisations where
only the initiated could be members?'’.

A second reason why the masons insisted on having
lodges around the “incorporations” is dictated by the
fact the “incorporations” had their headquarters in
cities where the artisans activated, but the majority
would move in search of work and they needed an
organisation that was recognized not only in the city,
but also in the areas outside it where the construction
projects where they worked would be developed. Of
course, for a time, the construction site “cabins”
addressed this need to some extent, but there was the
disadvantage of being right under the control of the
commissioner’s representatives or of a borough council.
This is why, right before 1600, the Scottish masons had
begun developing their own autonomous lodges,
distancing themselves from the authority of the city or
the employer, often times meeting outside the city.

Therefore, on the backdrop of the masons’ sound
motives for developing lodges independent from the
“incorporations”, outside the borough’s control,
William Schaw began the reorganization and stand-
ardization of lodges which, apparently, were at that
time in disarray. Furthermore, as the King’s Master of
Works, William Schaw considered that this reform was
his duty.

A problem of standardizing the lodges was their
extremely vast territorial spread, which William
Schaw tried to solve by requesting King James VI's
protection. Two letters were drafted from lodges

5 David Stevenson, Origins of Freemasonry, 1998.
16 David Stevenson, Origins of Freemasonry, 1998.
17 David Stevenson, Origins of Freemasonry, 1998.
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redactate doua scrisori din partea lojilor Dunfermline,
St Andrews, Edinburgh, Aitchison's Haven si Haddington,
semnate de catre Schaw In calitatea sa de Maestru de
Lucrari. Se presupune ca acestea confirma rolul Baro-
nului de Roslin ca patron si ocrotitor al masonilor.
Scrisorile sugereazd, de asemenea, ca reorganizarea
propusa de Schaw a Intdmpinat o serie de probleme,
vorbind despre confuzie si decadere iIntre zidari si
despre faptul ca potentialii angajatori abandonasera
regulile stabilite anterior, mai ales pe fondul pierderii
patronajului bisericesc dupa reforma, precum si a
scaderii numarului de proiecte de constructii®.

William Schaw intentiona astfel sa castige autorita-
tea regalad pentru protectia lojelor avand in vedere re-
latia apropiati pe care o avea cu regele. Insa, acordarea
unui astfel de privilegiu special unui mestesug in detri-
mentul altuia, trecand peste autoritatea oraselor, sau a
altor autoritati locale, putea sa declanseze multe con-
troverse, chiar si de naturd religioasa, motiv pentru
care aceastd recunoastere a Intarziat sa fie acordata.

Indiferent de localizarea in timp sau spatiu a maso-
nilor, acestia au cautat mereu sa fie “speciali” in com-
paratie cu restul societatii, lucru posibil daca exista
o selectie pragmatica a candidaturilor si cerinta reala
a unei probitati morale, caracter, experienta de viata,
cunostinte.

18 David Stevenson, Originea Francmasoneriei, 1998.

Dunfermline, St. Andrews, Edinburgh, Aitchison’s Heaven
and Haddington, signed by Schaw as Master of Works.
[t is assumed that they confirm the Baron of Roslin’s
role as patron and protector of the masons. The letters
also suggest that the reorganization proposed by
Schaw faced a series of problems, telling about
confusion and decline among the masons and about
how potential employers had abandoned the rules
established before, especially after losing the Church’s
patronage after the Reform and the number of projects
and constructions.'®

William Schaw thus intended to win royal authority
for the protection of the lodges, given how close he
was to the King. But awarding such a special privilege
to one craft instead of another, going over the authority
of the cities or of other local authorities, could start
many controversies, even one of religious nature,
which is why this recognition was late in being
awarded.

No matter their localization in time or space, the
masons have always sought to be “special” in compar-
ison to the rest of society, which is possible with a
pragmatic selection of applications and a true require-
ment of moral probity, character, life experience and
knowledge. ®

18 David Stevenson, Origins of Freemasonry, 1998.
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Masoneria astazi

Bund ziua - sau bund dimineata, in tara ta - Prea
Respectabile Frate Michael Kraus, si iti multumesc cd esti
astdzi aldturi de noi ca sd vorbim despre Francmasonerie.

E placerea mea.

As vrea sd prezentdm publicului
nostru viata masonicd din Austria:
cdti masoni si cdte Loji exista, dacd
existd Loji si in alte limbi, ce rituri
de perfectionare aveti in Austria si
asa mai departe.

De curand avem 81 de Loji in
Austria, iar alte doua Loji se afla in
pregatire, nu au putut fi consacrate
din pricina pandemiei. in clipa de
fata avem aproximativ 3700 de
membri in Craft. Este primul an de
la Al Doilea Razboi Mondial in-
coace cand am inregistrat o sca-
dere a numdrului de membri, nu
din cauza ca nu am avea candidati -
avem multi, mai multi decat putem

Freemasonry today

Very good afternoon - or good morning, in your
country - Most Worshipful Brother Michael Kraus, and
many thanks for being here to chat about Freemasonry.

It's my pleasure.

I would like to introduce our
audience to the Masonic life in
Austria: how many Masons and
Lodges are there, if there are Lodges
in other languages, what appendant
bodies you have in Austria and so on.

We have recently 81 Lodges in
Austria and two new Lodges in
preparation that could not be
installed due to Corona. Presently
we have approximately 3700 mem-
bers in the Craft. It’s the first year
ever since the Second World War
that we’ve had a decline in mem-
bership, not because we do not
have any applicants - we have
many applicants, more than we

initia -, ci din cauza ca pandemia
nu ne-a permis sa organizam ceremonii de primire, iar
din nefericire am inregistrat si un numar mare de morti
din pricina coronavirusului. Prin urmare, Masoneria
austriaca este inca in crestere, o crestere cat se poate
de moderatd, nedepasind vreodata 3%, insa 2020 a
fost un an foarte greu si abia acum doua saptamani am
reluat, cu mare grija, intrunirile fizice. In timpul pan-
demiei am tinut intalniri online. Sa revin la intrebarea
ta despre riturile de perfectionare: avem acum, in
ordinea dimensiunii, Ritul York - format din Capitul,
Consiliu si Comanderii — cu mai bine de 600 de
membri. Avem Ritul Scotian, cel mai vechi rit de
perfectionare din Austria (Ritul York a inceput abia in
1974). Avem o Lojd a Sfantului Arc Regal si - probabil
o situatie unicd in lume - Loja noastra engleza a
Sfantului Arc Regal e integrata in Ritul York American.
Au acces la intalniri din asa-numitul Grad al Saptelea
din Ritul York si au inlesnit procedurile de participare.
Asadar, la nivel de capitule avem armonie, la fel si intre
Ritul Scotian si Ritul York. Lucrurile nu au stat mereu
asa, uneori situatia a fost foarte competitiva. Din 2016
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can initiate - but due to Corona we
did not have the possibility to have reception cere-
monies, and very unfortunately we had quite a number
of deaths also due to Corona. So Austrian Masonry is
basically still on its growth path, a very moderate
growth, never beyond 3%, but we had a very difficult
year in 2020 and only a couple of weeks ago we
carefully started physical gatherings. During Corona
we had online meetings. Back to your question about
appendant bodies: we now have, in ranking by size,
York Rite - consisting of Chapter, Council and Com-
manderies - with more than 600 members; we have
the Scottish Rite, the oldest appendant installation in
Austria (the York Rite only started in 1974); we have
one Lodge in the Holy Royal Arch and - probably a
unique situation in the world - our English Holy Royal
Arch Chapter is integrated in our American York Rite.
They have access to meetings in the so-called 7%
Degree in York Rite and they have facilitated pro-
cedures of participation. So we have harmony on
the Chapter world and we also have harmony among
the Scottish Rite and York Rite. This was not always
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avem Intalniri comune cel putin o datd pe an si ne
aflam Intr-o relatie foarte bund. Mai noi avem si Masoni
Mark, din 2007, avem asa-numitul Rit Scotian Rectificat
(dar numai intr-o zona din Austria, este foarte mic).
Avem Conclave si in mod neoficial avem Shrine. Dupa
cum se stie, avem o mica grupare de Loji ale Marelui
Orient neregulare, dar si Loji mixte si doar pentru
femei. Avem o regula foarte stricta: vizitele sunt inter-
zise, cu toate ca ocazional au loc. Si In cazul structurilor
iregulare existd mai mult sau mai putina armonie Intre
ele. Dupa cum fara indoiala stii, foarte celebrul nostru
muzeu din Rosenau, unica Lojd europeand ramasa din
secolul XVIII, e deschis Lojilor neregulare care vor sa
se intalneasca acolo.

Aveti Loji in alte limbi?

Da, de multi ani avem o Loja maghiard, Helikon,
care functioneaza legal. Avem o Loja franceza, Les
Trois-Canons, isi efectueaza lucrarile in franceza.
Avem o Loja engleza, Sarastro, tot de ritual englez,
integrati si ea in Marea Loja a Austriei. Insa din punct
de vedere ritualic avem o singura Loja de ritual austriac
in Craft. Francezii au ritul scotian vechi, iar englezii au
ritul englez, ca de obicei.

Marile Loji de limbd englezd isi pierd membrii. Este
situatia aceeasi in Austria (exceptdnd perioada de
pandemie)? Ce politici aveti ca sd pdstrati membrii?

Motivul principal pentru dezvoltarea diferita in
lume are legatura cu pozitia Masoneriei In societate.
In tirile francofone si in general vorbitoare de limbi
romanice (America Lating, [talia etc.) exista traditia de
a privi Masoneria ca pe ceva de sorginte [luminista, ca
avand un rol politic in societate. Apare o mare ne-
intelegere la nivelul interpretarii principiilor de baza
ale United Grand Lodge of England, unde se spune ca
,nu se va discuta despre religie si politica”. Initial
insemna ca ar trebui sa te feresti de manevrele politice
din partid, sa nu te implici in controversele politice din
fiecare zi. Insi - si din pacate lucrul acesta e interpretat
gresit de majoritatea Lojilor anglofone - nu ar trebui
sa te feresti de implicare, de interesul fata de societate.
Angajamentul in societate a fost intotdeauna o misiune
principala a Masoneriei in Europa continentala, inca
este in America Latina si In multe tari est-europene,
iar in mod traditional este un aspect la Masoneriei in
Lojile care cresc foarte rapid din Africa, pentru ca
majoritatea au fost intemeiate sub influenta franceza,
iar Franta s-a aflat intotdeauna in centrul implicarii
sociale. Prin urmare, cum publicul - in Europa, cel
putin - are cunostinte destul de bogate despre
Masonerie, iar interesul fata de societate este ridicat,
nu avem probleme in a aduna sau initia membri noi.
Situatia In toatd lumea e de asa natura ca multi oameni
cred ca partidele, sindicatele, chiar si alte institutii,
religiile nu au reusit sa dea raspunsuri unor intrebari
ale societatii si cauta noi mijloace de a veni impreuna,
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the case, we had sometimes a very competitive situa-
tion. Now, since 2016, we have mutual meetings at least
once a year and we are in a very good relationship. Now
we also have the Mark Masons, since 2007, we have the
so-called Rectified Scottish Rite (but only in part of
Austria, very small). We have the Conclave and unoficially
Shrine. And, as you might know, as is known, we have a
small unit of irregular Grand Orient Lodges also, with
mixed and also women Lodges. We have a very strict
regulation: there is no permit for visitation, although it
happens occasionaly. But there is also more or less a
harmony even with the irregular institutions. As you
certainly know, our very famous musem in Rosenau, the
only European existing Lodge from the 18% century, is
also open for irregular Lodges to have meetings there.

Do you have Lodges in other languages?

Yes, we have since many years a Hungarian Lodge,
Helikon, which is a full-permit Lodge. We have a
French Lodge, Les Trois-Canons, they work in French.
We have an English Lodge, Sarastro, also in the English
Ritual, also integrated in the Austrian Grand Lodge.
But Ritual-wise we only have one Austrian Ritual in
the Craft. The French have the Old Scottish Ritual, and
the English have the English ritual, as usually.

The English-speaking Grand Lodges are losing
membership. Is it the same situation in Austria (except
this period with the pandemic)? What kind of politics
do you have for retaining membership?

The main reason for this different development
around the world primarily has to do with the position
of Masonry in society. In the French and romance
language countries (Latin America, Italy etc.) there is
a tradition of viewing Masonry in an Enlightenment
posture, a political posture in society. There is a big
misunderstanding in interpreting the basic principles
of the United Grand Lodge of England where it says
“no politics or religion”. The meaning originally was
that you should stay away from political issues in the
day to day party political maneuvering, don’t get
involved in day to day political controversies. But -
and that, unfortunately, is misinterpreted by most
English-speaking lodges - you should not stay away
from engagement, from interest in society. This
engagement in society has always been one of the
major tasks in Masonry in continental Europe, it still
is in Latin America and in many new European
countries in the Eastern hemisphere of Europe and it
is also traditionally an aspect of Freemasonry in the
very fast-growing Lodges in Africa, because most of
them have been founded under French influence, and
France was always in the middle of social involvement.
So, since the knowledge of Freemasonry by the public -
in Europe, at least - is quite large, with interest in
society, we do not have problems in gathering or
acquiring new members. The situation in the world is
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de a se implica in societate si, evident, Francmasoneria
e unul dintre ele. Lucrul acesta a fost neglijat sau
neobservat in lumea anglofond, in Statele Unite, in
Marea Britanie - ei se concentreaza pe traditie, istorie,
ritual, facand ca tinerilor candidati sa le fie greu sa
devina membiri si sa lucreze acolo, pentru ca ritualurile
sunt atat de complicate si trebuie sa faci totul pe de
rost Tncat multi se feresc, pentru ca nu sunt nici
capabili si nici dornici sa-si puna povara aceea pe
umeri. Conservarea istoriei nu e un motiv suficient!
Daca nu le dai un continut care are legdtura cu viata
lor de zi cu zi, tinerii nu vor fi interesati.

Absolut. Care sunt relatiile Francmasoneriei austriece
cu autoritatea statului? Tin minte cd acum multi ani
mi-ai spus cd ati fost contactati de presedintie pentru
ceva ce tinea de constitutie. Voiam sd subliniez acest
aspect, in opinia mea e extraordinar.

A fost o situatie foarte speciald. In afard de asta,
inca existd mult scepticism, controversa si animozitate
impotriva Francmasoneriei In Austria. Da, da, chiar
existd. De ce? Pentru ca nu se stie - iar lumea nu e
foarte interesata - ca Austria si Francmasoneria nu
mai sunt intr-un conflict direct cu Roma, cu Biserica
Romano-Catolici. Insd pe vremuri au fost, iar
Francmasoneria a fost interzisa in Austria, si evident
ca are reputatia de a fi o posibila sursa de manevre
politice din umbra. Si, foarte important, intrucat
Austria nu face nici un pic de PR ca sa repare imaginea
asta, oamenii de rand - dar nu cei educati - considera
ca Masoneria e ceva impotriva societatii. Cei educati,
cei care cunosc istorie, cei care stiu ca din Masoneria
austriaca au facut parte multe personalitati importante
stiu si ca Masoneria a contribuit la existenta, pacea si
gandirea europeand din Austria. De asta fostul nostru
presedinte a fost de acord ca Francmasoneria sa faca
parte dintr-o platforma care avea scopul sa restructu-
reze constitutia si sa o imbunatateasca. Am fost
invitati sa participam. Fostul presedinte, dl. Fischer,
vicepresedintele si multi membri ai Parlamentului

N

such that many people believe that parties, unions,
other institutions even, religions have failed to answer
questions of society and they are looking for new
means of togetherness, of engagement in society and,
obviously, Freemasonry is one of them. This has been
neglected or not recognized in the English-speaking
world, in the United States, in the United Kingdom -
they concentrate on tradition, on history, on ritual,
making it very difficult for young candidates to
become members working there, because the rituals
are so complicated and you have to do everything by
heart that many just shy away because they are not
able and willing to put that burden upon themselves.
Just for the reason of fostering history is not enough!
If you don’t give young people a content that has to do
with their every day life, they're not interested.

Absolutely. What are the relations of the Austrian
Freemasonry with the authority of the state? | remember
many years ago you told me that you were contacted by
your presidency for the constitution. I wanted to
underline this aspect, it’s fantastic in my opinion.

That was a very special situation. Aside from that,
there is still a lot of skepticism and controversy and
animosity against Freemasonry in Austria. Yes, there
is. Why? Because it is unknown - and people don’t
really develop a lot of interest in that - Austria and
Freemasonry are not anymore in a direct conflict with
Rome, with the Roman-Catholic Church. But they
were, and Freemasonry was forbidden in Austria, and
obviously it has the reputation of being a possible root
of political manuevers behind the scenes. And, very
important, since Austria is not doing any PR to rectify
this picture, normal people - but not the educated
people - think that Masonry is something against
society. Now, the educated people, people who know
history, people who know that there are so many
important personalities in Austrian Masonry, they
know that Masonry has contributed to the existence,
peacemaking and European thought in Austria. This is
the reason why the former president agreed that
Freemasonry be invited to a platform which had the
aim of restructuring our constitution and improving
our constitution. We were invited to participate. The
former president, Mr. Fischer, his deputy and many
other people in the Parliament appreciated the fact
that Masonry is strong and vivid in Austria and
wanted to have Austria participate in a constitutional
reform movement. But, very important, we did not
participate. We declined the invitation. Why? Because
it was public and, since we avoid publicity, since we
avoid public relation, for a number of reasons, we
preferred not to be in the window, on the stage.
[ explained it at the time to the president, he
understood, he regretted it but said he understood
that a movement like Freemasonry wants to be
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si-au dat seama de faptul ca Masoneria e puternica si
vie In Austria si au vrut ca Austria sa participe la o
miscare de reformi constitutionali. Ins3, lucru foarte
important, nu am participat. Am refuzat invitatia. De
ce? Pentru ca era o chestiune publica si, cum noi
evitam publicitatea si relatiile publice, din mai multe
motive, am preferat sa nu ne expunem. [-am explicat
asta presedintelui, a Inteles, a spus ca 1i pare rau dar
ca intelege ca o miscare ca Francmasoneria prefera sa
fie un catalizator si nu sa se expuna animozitatilor si
ca e mai bine sa nu intram intr-o astfel de platforma
publica. Faptul ca ne consideram nu o societate secreta,
ci foarte retrasa si faptul ca nu spunem cine sunt
membrii nostri functioneaza, evident, ca un mecanism
care starneste curiozitatea. Dacd ai un secret, daca nu
vorbesti despre el, multa lume o sa fie interesata fie si
numai ca sa afle care e secretul. Asadar din politica
foarte stricta de a fi retrasi, de a nu iesi in public, de a
ne considera o ,societate secretd” (si pun accent aici pe
ghilimele) rezulta un mecanism puternic de recrutare.

Are Francmasoneria din Austria legdturi oficiale cu
Biserica?

Avem o traditie in trecut. Din 1968, dupa ce Papa
loan al XXIlI-lea a creat o sectie care sa se ocupe de
miscarile din afara Bisericii, cardinalul nostru austriac,
Konig, s-a apropiat de Masonerie si timp de zece ani a
depus eforturi ca sd repare imaginea si continutul
istoric al controverselor dintre Francmasonerie si
Biserica. Ca atare, Dreptul Roman, Dreptul Canonic, a
fost modificat si a fost abolita excomunicarea, inter-
dictia de a participa la Sacramente. Trebuie sa recu-
noastem ca modificarea Canonului nu a fost respectata
de administratia de dupa Papa loan al XXIII-lea. De ce?
Pentru ca a urmat un cardinal foarte conservator -
Ratzinger, care mai tarziu a devenit Papa la randul
lui - care nu voia ca Francmasoneria sa fie reintegrata
in societate drept o institutie non-antireligioasa. A
scris un articol in care spunea ca, desi nu esti In mod
automat excomunicat si nu ti se interzice sa participi
la Sacramente, daca esti mason inseamna ca traiesti
intr-un pacat grav. Cand eram Mare Maestru am avut
ocazia sa discut public cu unul dintre confidentii Papei
sil-am rugat sa-mi explice ce Tnseamna sa fii ,In pacat”
fata de Biserica Romano-Catolica. Mi-a explicat ca esti
in pdcat dacad exista o alianta condusd de Masoni
impotriva Bisericii, daca nu esti implicat in vreo con-
spiratie impotriva Bisericii atunci nu ai motive sa fii
exclus din institutiile Romano-Catolice religioase. Prin
urmare, si situatia asta a fost limpezita. In randurile
noastre avem si preoti, am avut un preot austriac
foarte apropiat de Papa pana de curand, iar in prezent
Cardinalul Schonborn, din Austria, e apropiat de
Masonerie dintr-un motiv foarte personal - tatal lui a
fost Mason. Chiar daca nu e interesat ca acest lucru sa
se stie public, are o atitudine constructive, pozitiva,
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catalytic and not exposed to animosities and that it
was better if we did not enter such a public platform.
The fact that we consider ourselves not secret, but
very private and we do not disclose memberships
obviously also works as a mechanism to create
curiosity. If you have a secret, if you don't talk about it,
many people are interested just to find out what is the
secret behind it! So there is a certain and very strong
mechanism of recruiting people out of this very strict
policy of being private, of not being public, of con-
sidering ourselves a “secret society” (and I underline
the quotations marks).

Does the Austrian Freemasonry have relations with
the Church, officially?

We have a tradition in the past. Since 1968,
following Pope John the XXIII, who installed a unit that
would deal with movements outside the Church, our
Austrian cardinal, Kénig, approached Masonry and for
ten years worked intensively in rectifying the picture
and the historical content of the controversies between
Freemasonry and the Church. As a result of that, the
Roman Law, the Church Law, was changed, and the
excommunication, the prohibition to participate in the
Sacraments was abolished. We have to admit that this
change in the Law was not followed consequently by
the administration after Pope John XXIII. Why?
Because there was a very conservative cardinal -
Ratzinger, afterwards he became Pope himself - who
did not want Freemasonry to be reintegrated in
society as a non-antireligious institution. He issued a
paper claiming that, although if you are a Mason you
are not automatically excommunicated and you are
not automatically prohibited to participate in the
Sacraments, you live in severe sin. I had the
opportunity when [ was Grand Master to have a public
conversation with one of the very close confidants of
the Pope and to have him explain what it means to be
“in sin” against the Roman-Catholic Church. He
explained that if there is an alliance against the Church
led by the Masons, then you are in sin. If you are not in
a controversy or conspiracy against the Church, you
do not have to be excluded from participating in
religious Roman-Catholic institutions. So this situation
was clarified as well. We have priests among our
members, we had an Austrian priest who was very
close to the Pope in Rome until very recently and at
present Cardinal Schonborn, our Austrian cardinal, is
close to Masonry for a very personal reason - his
father was a Mason. Even though he is not interested
to make it publicly known, he has a constructive,
positive, and not hostile attitude. If we have candidates
who don’t know if they would have a problem - being
Catholic - with becoming a Mason, we advise them to
talk to their bishop. If he is an educated bishop, he will



deloc ostila. Daca avem candidati care nu stiu daca,
fiind catolici, exista vreo problema sa devina Masoni,
ii sfatuim sa discute cu episcopul lor. Daca episcopul
e erudit, va sti cd nu existd nimic care sa-i Impiedice
pe romano-catolici sa devina Masoni.

Multumesc. Din experienta ta Masonicd inter-
nationald ai observat diferente intre Francmasoneria
Esticd si cea Vesticd, sau intre America de Sud si cea de
Nord? Care mod de a face Francmasonerie crezi cd se
apropie cel mai mult de ceea ce ar trebui sd fie
Francmasoneria?

Daca intelegem obiectivul initial al Francmasone-
riei, de cand a fost ea fondata acum mai bine de 300
de ani, ca fiind acela de a consolida miscarea
[luminista... [luminismul nu e o creatie a Masoneriei,
dar Masoneria este o odrasla a [luminismului.
[luminismul iTnseamna sa faci cunoasterea disponibila
celor multi. Forta motorie a Masoneriei este impactul
social. Daca intelegem Masoneria asa, drept un
mecanism care sa se opuna dictaturilor, care sa se
opund comportamentelor neetice, dar un mecanism
care sa creeze o societate cu diverse credinte, diverse
religii etc., atunci Masoneria nu are doar o functie
istorica - noi credem ca Masoneria are o functie
importanta in dezvoltarea lumii de azi. E foarte mare
pacat cd miscarile Masonice din lumea anglofona
sunt atat de implicate in istorie si nu in societatea
actuald. Asta e motivul pentru care pierd membri.
Exista tari in care misiunea Masoneriei e bine Inteleasa.
Nou-intemeiatele institutii Masonice din Europa de
Est au inteles acest lucru. Cand eram Mare Maestru am
participat la Conferinta de la Sinaia etc., cum bine stii,
Claudiu, am avut cu totii un interes si avant puternic
sd facem din Francmasonerie o miscare unita in
spiritul acela. Dorinta venea din Est si, bineinteles,
vine si din America Latind si din partea de sud a
Europei. Problema pe care o avem in Masoneria e ca
veneram independenta opiniei individuale. Fiecare
Loja e independenta, fiecare Obedienta din fiecare tara
e independenta si vrea sa ramana independenta, iar
noi nu am reusit sa cream mecanismele care sa
disemineze ideile comune ale [luminismului la nivelul
superior pentru ca Obedientelor le e mereu teama ca
acest lucru le-ar incdlca independenta, ceea ce e o
aiureala. La fel cum ONU nu e o institutie care sa exercite
putere asupra diferitelor guverne de stat, ci o platforma
de valori comune, la fel Masoneria ar putea fi o platforma
nu doar de valori comune, ci de misiuni comune pentru
prezent si viitor. Nu am reusit sa credim un mecanism
care sa gestioneze cum se cuvine acest lucru.

Crezi cd astazi lumea are nevoie de Francmasonerie
la fel ca in trecut?

Da, absolut, chiar mai mult. Daca ne uitam la eve-
nimentele doar din trecutul apropiat, pandemia ne
arata ca unitatea transfrontaliera si valorile etice si
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know that there are no obstacles anymore preventing
Roman-Catholics from becoming Masons.

Thank you. From your international Masonic
experience, have you noticed differences Eastern and
Western European Freemasonry, or between South and
North America? What kind of Freemasonry do you think
is closer to what Freemasonry should be?

If we understand the original mandate of Free-
masonry from when it was founded more than 300
years ago, to strengthen the movement of Enlighten-
ment... Enlightenment is not a creation of Freemasonry,
but Masonry is a child of the Enlightenment. Enlight-
enment means you should make knowledge available
to the people. It is a social impact that was the driving
force of Freemasonry. If you understand Masonry as
something like that, something that is a control
mechanism for dictatorship, a control mechanism for
unethical behavior, and if it is a control mechanism of
creating a society among various beliefs, various
religions etc.,, Masonry does not only have a historic
function - we believe that Freemasonry has a very
important function in today’s development. It is very,
extremely, unfortunate that the Masonic movements
in the English-speaking world are so much involved in
history and not in present society. This is the reason
why they are losing membership. Now, there are
countries where this task of Masonry is well
understood. The newly installed Masonic institutions
in the Eastern part of Europe have understood that.
When [ was Grand Master and I was part of the Sinaia
Conference etc., as you very well know, Claudiu, we
had the strongest interest and impetus to make
Masonry a united movement in that spirit. It came
from the East and it also comes, obviously, from Latin
America and from the southern part of Europe. The
problem that we have in Masonry is that we worship
the independence of the single opinions. Every Lodge
is independent, every Obedience in every country is
independent and wants to be independent, and we
have failed to create mechanisms to distill the common
thought of Enlightenment onto an upper level because
Obediences are always afraid that this could infringe
on their independence. And this is a complete
nonsense. Just like the United Nations is not an
institution that has power on various state gover-
nments, but rather is a platform of common values,
Masonry could be a platform of not only common
values, but common tasks for the present and the
future. We have failed to create mechanisms that are
able to handle that properly.

Do you think that nowadays the world needs
Freemasonry like in the past?

Yes, absolutely, even more. If we look at develop-
ments just in the very recent past, the pandemic
shows us that cross-border unity and ethical values
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disciplina sunt lucruri atit de importante incat e
nevoie de orice institutie care poate depdasi granitele
si poate crea o intelegere a acestor valori. Vorbind cu
tine, Claudiu, in calitate de jurnalist, tu stii ce pro-
bleme are jurnalismul in a fi ceva valoros profesional.
Oricine crede cad poate spune ceva vorbeste fara sa se
gandeascd, fara sa fie nevoit sa se teama de consecinte.
Sunt atatea misiuni astazi care ar face ca Masoneria
sa aiba un rol important in ele Incat sper sa reusim sa
punem din nou in functiune un mecanism care
sa creeze o intelegere mai buna a autenticei misiuni
si a adevarului [luminismului si Masoneriei in lumea
intreaga.

Prin urmare, Francmasoneria nu s-a perimat.

Nu, deloc, este interpretata gresit de foarte multi,
mai ales de cei care au multi membri si au o istorie
bogata. Am multi prieteni in Statele Unite si In Marea
Britanie si incerc sa le explic lucrul asta cand ei vin in
Europa, asista la lucrarile Lojii si apoi zic ,,Doamne, nu
stiam ca Francmasoneria poate fi asa!” Dar ei ce fac in
loc de asta? Ei au impresia ca Masoneria inseamna
filantropie.

Exact!

lar Masoneria NU este filantropie. Filantropia, cari-
tatea, sunt o calitate. Cu totii trebuie sa fie filantropi.
Insi caritatea nu e un program masonic. Daca ai
impresia ca Masoneria inseamna numai filantropie,
atunci intri in conflict cu tot felul de institutii mult mai
pricepute decat Masoneria in a strange bani si intri
intr-o competitie acerba cu institutii complet diferite
de a noastra, iar asta numai pentru ca ai inteles gresit
ca Masoneria inseamna filantropie. Masoneria nu in-
seamna filantropie. Masonii trebuie sa fie filantropi,
dar Masoneria nu este o organizatie filantropica.

Perceptia publicd asupra Francmasoneriei s-a
schimbat in timp. Ce a condus la aceste diferente? In
opinia mea, o perceptie bund din partea publicului se
traduce printr-o crestere a numdrului de membri.

Situatia e foarte diferita de la o tara la alta. Nu poti
da o reteta. Asa cum am explicat mai devreme, in
situatia Austriei, cu cat ne ferim mai mult sa fim
observati public, cu atat mai mult interes starnim.
Bineinteles, intretinem relatii subtile, daca vrei, cu
publicul. Cartea pe care am publicat-o in 2007 a avut
un succes urias, pentru ca era o CARTE, nu ceva
virtual, era un obiect fizic, scris, care nu poate fi
schimbat. A fost citita si a devenit o buna sursa de
informatii despre Francmasonerie si ne-a adus un
mare numar de candidati noi. Stiu ca in tari care nu
s-au confruntat niciodata cu controversa dintre stat si
Masonerie, ca in Statele Unite de exemplu, sau chiar si
in Marea Britanie, o relatie buna si pozitiva sporeste
numarul de membri. Insd problema e ci produsul este
gresit. Daca americanii fac publicitate Masoneriei
existente in Statele Unite, atunci lumea o sa spuna:
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and discipline is something so important that whatever
institution is able to go across borders and create
understanding for values is needed. Talking to you,
Claudiu, as a journalist you know the problems
journalism has in being something professionally
valuable. Anybody who thinks he can say something
says without heart, without having to fear any con-
sequences. There are so many tasks today that would
make it important for Masonry to have a role in
them that I personally hope we might be able to
reinstall some sort of mechanism that creates more
understanding of the true task, of the truth of
Enlightenment and Masonry worldwide.

So Freemasonry is not eroded.

No, not at all, not at all, it is misinterpreted by
many, and primarily by the ones that are strong in
numbers and strong in history. [ have many friends in
the United States and the United Kingdom and I try to
explain that to them when they come to Europe and
visit our Lodge work and say “Oh, God, we didn’t know
that Freemasonry could be like this!” And what do
they do instead? They think Masonry is charity.

Exactly!

And Masonry is NOT charity. Charity is a quality of
a matter of fact. Everybody has to be charitable. But
charity is not a Masonic program. If you think that
Masonry is only charity, then you get in conflict with
all sorts of service institutions that are much better in
raising money than Masonry and you get into a very
powerful competition against institutions that are
completely different than ours, just because of the
misunderstanding that Masonry is charity. Masonry is
not charity. A Mason has to be charitable, but Masonry
is not a charitable organization.

The public perception of Freemasonry has changed
over time. What has led to this variation? A good public
perception results, in my opinion, in an increase in the
number of members.

It is very different from country to country. You
cannot proclaim one single recipe for that. As I
explained before, in the Austrian situation, the more
we refrain from being publicly observed, the more
interest we create. Obviously, we have a subtle, if you
like, public relation. The book that I published in 2007
was extremely successful, since it was a BOOK, not
something virtual, it was something physical, written,
that cannot be changed. It was read and became a
good source of information for Freemasonry and it
brought us a great number of new candidates. I know
that in countries that never had the problem of a
controversy between state and Masonry, like in the
United States for instance, or even in the United
Kingdom, a good and positive relation creates
membership. But the problem is that the product is
wrong. If the Americans do public relations for the
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,Bun, si acum? Trebuie sa intru intr-o asociatie care
are de-a face cu secolul XVIII? Care e misiunea
Francmasoneriei astazi?” Ei nu vorbesc despre asta,
iar daca nu o fac, daca doar spun ,Pai, sa vedeti, noi
luam oamenii buni si 1i perfectionam” - da, bineinteles,
dar nu e suficient ca sa atragi oameni! Cine va spune
,Nu sunt un om bun” sau ,sunt un om bun si vreau sa
ma perfectionez”? Oricine vrea sa fie privit drept un
om bun, sa se perfectioneze, si nu e nevoie de o
asociatie care sustine ca face asta, pentru ca nu sunt
credibili numai In baza acestei pretentii. Prin urmare,
cred ca multe tdri au reusit sa lege si sa pastreze o
relatie buna cu Obedientele lor, cu Obedientele de stat,
printre ele, de exemplu, Polonia, chiar si Italia - in
[talia a existat mereu o mare problema din pricina
trecutului cu Garibaldi, care de fapt incerca sa-l ucida
pe Pap3, deci exista resentimente istorice in sensul
acesta. Dar, In masura in care lumea intelege ca
Masoneria nu e ceva Indreptat impotriva oamenilor si
a statului, nu e dificil sa legi relatii bune. Insa cu cat
fncercdm mai tare sa le fortam, cu atat mai periculos
devine totul. O metoda subtila de a creste constienti-
zarea si a imbunatati relatiile cu publicul e mai buna
decat reclama in ziare, cum se petrece in Statele Unite,
sau, din pacate, uneori chiar si in Germania. E o metoda
gresita.

Care e cea mai dificild problemd cu care se confruntd
Francmasoneria in ziua de azi?

Masoneria nu este o institutie omogena, difera de
la o tara la alta. Problema viitorului Masoneriei, asa
cum am spus mai devreme, are in principal legatura
cu faptul ca nu am reusit sa combindm informatiile
despre adevarata valoare globala a Masoneriei in
cadrul lumii masonice. Nu am reusit sa folosim
instrumentele electronice de informare ca sa cream o
intelegere mai buna a valorilor Masoneriei. Suntem
blocati in secolul XIX, atat prin atitudini cat si prin
mecanismele de informare dintre noi. Prin urmare,
Masoneria nu a reusit sa stabileasca o comunicare ce
sa ne permita sa identificam valorile autentice si
moderne ale Masoneriei. Au existat tentative ici-colo
de a fi moderni, de a fi mai comunicativi in cadrul
organizatiei. Riturile de perfectionare fac asta mult
mai bine pentru ca sunt mai bine organizate la nivel
international, dar in lumea Craftului - lucru care
afecteaza numarul de membri al Masoneriei - nu am
reusit sa instalam mecanismele corecte care sa rezolve
problemele societatii. Problema e incapacitatea de a
crea structuri, nu de a obtine putere asupra Obedien-
telor - incapacitatea de a crea platforme.

Cum a depdsit Francmasoneria din Austria perioada
de pandemie? Ce lectii ar trebui sd invdtdm din aceastd
perioadd?

Experienta pandemiei a avut niste beneficii clare.
In primul rand, am experimentat cu intalnirile virtuale
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existing Freemasonry in the United States, then people
say: “Ok. Now what? I have to go into an association
that deals with the 18" century? What is the task of
Freemasonry today?” They don’t talk about that, and
if they don’t talk about that, if they only say “Well, we
take good men and we make them better” - yes,
obviously, but that’s not enough to attract people! Who
will say “I'm not a good man”, who will say “I'm a good
man and want to be better”? Everybody wants to be
looked upon as a good man, to be better, and you don’t
need an association that claims to do that, because
they’re not credible with just that claim. So I think that
many countries have managed to install, to have a
good relationship with their Obediences, with their
state Obediences, among them for instance Poland,
even in [taly - in Italy there’s always been a big
problem because of the past with Garibaldi, who was
actually trying to kill the Pope, so there are historic
MORTGAGES of that. But to the extent that people
understand that Masonry is not something against
human beings and against the state it is not very
difficult to install good relationships. But the more we
try to force that, the more dangerous it becomes.
A subtle way of doing awareness and public relation
is better than advertising in newspapers, like they do
in the United States, or sometimes even, unfortunately,
in Germany. That’s the wrong way.

What is the most difficult problem facing Free-
masonry nowadays?

Masonry is not a homogenous institution, it’s differ-
ent in every country. The problem for the future of
Masonry, as [ said before, primarily has to do with the
fact that we have not been able to combine information
on the true value of Masonry around the world within
the Masonic world. We have not managed to use elec-
tronic information tools to create more understanding
of the true values of Masonry. We are stuck in the 19"
century, both in our attitudes and information mecha-
nisms among ourselves. So Masonry has failed to install
communication that would make it possible for us to
identify the true and modern values of Masonry. There
have been attempts here and there to be more modern,
to be more communicative within the organization.
The Appendant Bodies are doing that much better
because they are better organized internationally, but
in the Craft world - and this hits Masonry in its num-
bers — we have failed to install the right mechanisms
do deal with the problems of society. It is the lack of
structures, not the lack of gaining power over Obedi-
ences, no - the lack of being able to create platforms.

How did the Freemasonry in Austria surpass the
pandemic? What lessons should be learned from the
pandemic period?

The pandemic experience had definite benefits.
Number one, we have been experimenting with virtual
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siam inteles ca ele pot fi un plus pentru intermedierile
masonice. Nu le pot Inlocui - acesta e alt lucru pe care
l-am invatat. Nu se pot realiza lucrari ritualice intr-un
mediu virtual. Nu au sens, nu functioneaza si nu ar
trebui sa incercam sa inlocuim intalnirile fizice cu
cele In mediul virtual. Dar am Invatat cum sa ne
ocupam de continutul Masoneriei, de subiecte care au
legdtura cu societatea, lucru care se poate face in
cadrul Intalnirilor virtuale, unde poti avea mai multi
participanti decat la cele fizice. Cunosc experienta
unei initiative - o initiativda americana. Te rog sa-mi
ierti atitudinea critica fata de Masoneria americana.
Existad o Loja - si sunt si multe exceptii, nu majoritate,
dar exista exceptii - In New York, Loja John Philip
Sousa, care a fost creata ca o platforma internationala.
A fost creata sub forma unei Loji virtuale care sa
stabileasca legaturi cu alte Loji din lume. Loja mea
Albastra din Viena, participa si ea si e o experienta
extrem de multumitoare sa ai discutii pe Zoom cu
americani din New York si sa le explici diferentele
dintre felurile de a face Masonerie din lumea intreaga.
[ar marele avantaj al Masoneriei, oriunde ar fi si pe
orice continent s-ar afla, este ca e o Fratie. Esti capabil
si dispus sa-ti asculti Fratii din strainatate. Nu esti
arogant. Nu exista aroganta. Exista o atitudine
foarte fraterna. Atitudinea fraterna este chintesenta
Francmasoneriei, lucru care iti da optimismul sa crezi
ca tot ea ne-ar putea ajuta sa trecem peste lipsurile pe
care le avem. Asadar, in timpul pandemiei au avut loc
anumite lucruri care vor avea un efect In urmatorii
ani. Pandemia a avut si avantajele ei, a adus si anumite
beneficii.

Cum vezi viitorul Francmasoneriei?

Nu sunt foarte optimist.

De ce?

Pentru ca, dupa ce am fost atata vreme in Masoneria
oficiala si nu mai am nici o ambitie in carierd, pot s-o
spun foarte deschis. Problema este ca multi membri -
majoritatea membrilor - au personalitati foarte
puternice. Nu sunt persoane maleabile si dornice sa
invete si sa accepte lucruri, nu, vin cu propria lor
mentalitate, au o fire foarte puternica si imediat ce
dobandesc putere o folosesc ca sa-si indeplineasca
propriile interese personale si uita de interesul nostru
comun in Masonerie. Prin urmare, alegerea celor cu
rang inalt in Masonerie e condusa de persoane care
au uitat ca atitudinea fraternda fnseamna sa-ti lasi
deoparte interesele personale, subiective. Din pacate.
Daca am avea in varf mai multi oameni cu personalitati
mai putin puternice, poate am avea o sansa mai mare
sa cream platforme comune, sa facem lucrurile sa se
intample. Imediat ce se pomeneste in varf, Masonul
important si puternic devine incapabil si nedornic sa
mai aiba de-a face cu ceilalti.
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meetings and we have understood that virtual meetings
can be an addition to Masonic liaisons. They cannot be
a substitute - this is also something that we have learned.
You cannot do ritual work in a virtual environment. It
does not make sense, it does not work and you should
not attempt to substitute physical meetings in virtual
circumstances. But we have learned to deal with the
content of Masonry, with subjects that deal with
society, and this you can do virtually, this you can do
in meetings and you can have more participants than
you could have if you have to take part physically.
[ have the experience of an initiative - an American
initiative. Please forgive my critical attitude towards
American Masonry. There’s a Lodge — and there are
many exceptions, not the majority, but there are
exceptions -, but there is a Lodge in New York, the
John Philip Sousa Lodge, that was created as an inter-
national platform. It was created as a virtual Lodge to
tie up with other Lodges from around the world. My
Blue Lodge in Vienna, takes part in it and it is an
extremely fulfilling experience to have exchanges on
Zoom with Americans in New York and explain to
them the difference between Masonry around the
world. And the big benefit of Masonry wherever it is
and whatever continent it has is - it is a Brotherhood.
You are able and willing to listen to your Brethren
abroad. You are not arrogant. There is no arrogance.
There is a very fraternal attitude. The fraternal
attitude is the quintessence of Freemasonry and that
makes you optimistic to hope that this fraternal attitude
would make it possible to put away the defficiencies
that we have. So there were certain things happening
in the pandemic situation that will have an effect for
the future in the next years. The pandemic had its
virtues, had its benefits.

How do you see the future of Freemasonry?

I'm not very optimistic.

Why?

Because having been in official Masonry for such a
long time and since I have no career ambitions
anymore I can say it very frankly. The problem is that
many members, most of the members have very strong
personalities. They are not people who are soft and
willing to learn and to accept things - no, they come
with their own mindset and they have a very strong
character and as soon as they gain power they use it to
fulfil their own personal interests and forget about our
common interest in Masonry. So the selection of
high-ranking people in Masonry is driven by people
who forget that the fraternal attitude means that you
have to put away with your own personal subjective
interests. Unfortunately. If you had more people at the
top with less strong personalities, you might have a
better chance to create common platforms, to make
things happen. As soon as the important, powerful
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Cunoastem multe exemple.

E o remarca foarte generald, o fac dinadins.
Bineinteles, tu stii, Claudiu, si la fel si eu, ca exista
foarte multe exceptii si multi inalti oficiali pe care 1i
pretuiesc enorm, insa din pacate nu au reusit sa
schimbe jocul.

Corect. In final, dragul meu Prea Respectabil Frate,
spune-ne CV-ul tdu, atdt Masonic, cdt si profan. Stiu cd
esti membru al Board of International Masonic Affairs.
Nu stiu ce este el. Te rog sd-mi explici, iar prin mine, §i
celorlalti. Nu am gdsit materiale pe internet. Board-ul
nu este... hu vreau sd spun cd e ,secret’, dar nu apare
pe radar.

Da, pot sa explic. Ca sa revin la intrebarea ta, o
sa-mi prezint pe scurt CV-ul profan. M-am nascut la
Salzburg, in copildrie m-am mutat la Vienna, am
studiat economie siam devenit bancher, am lucrat in
Statele Unite pentru Chase Manhattan Bank. Am
lucrat In industria bancara internationald mai multi
ani, in Statele Unite, Germania si Austria, apoi am
devenit - si Incd sunt - partener intr-o bancd de
investitii private din Austria numita Donau Finanz.
Sunt antreprenor privat intr-o mica banca de
investitii. Nu vreau sa vorbesc despre asta pentru ca
in ultima vreme bancile au o reputatie foarte proasta.
Lucrez cu imobiliare si alte lucruri si am o atitudine
foarte internationalda. M-am bucurat sa am multe
experiente, dar si experiente de afaceri, in tara ta
minunata, Romania - o experienta foarte pozitiva.
Sunt casatorit si am trei copii. Fiul meu lucreaza in
industria artei, fiica mea cea mare mi-a calcat pe urme
in cariera de business, fiica noastra mijlocie e medic.
Asadar, familia mea e intr-o forma foarte buna si
foarte fericita. Sotia mea lucreaza in industria
hotelierd, a fost presedintele Asociatiei Europene a
Hotelurilor, iar acum este presedintele Asociatiei
Hotelurilor din Austria, deci avem mult de-a face cu
turismul. Bineinteles, din pricina pandemiei eforturile
ei In domeniu au fost mult ingreunate si afectate, dar
suntem optimisti si, cum am avut ocazia sa cumpar o
proprietate In Italia acum cativa ani, In unul dintre
cele mai frumoase locuri din lume, Toscana, sunt
foarte fericit si nu ma pot plange. Viata mea personala
profana e echilibrata si buna. Am fost initiat in
Masonerie in 1979 la Viena, In Austria. La inceput am
fost In Loja Zukunft. Cativa ani am fost Maestru
Venerabil, apoi am intrat in Board of General Purposes
si am devenit Mare Maestru din 2002 pana in 2008.
Dupa ce am slujit in Craft, fiind membru al Ritului
York din Austria, in 2017 mi-a fost oferit postul de
Adjunctul Marelui Preot General in Masoneria Arcului
Regal din Europa si Africa. Ea face parte din Ritul
York, o organizatie americang, iar in cadrul ei inca mai
indeplinesc o serie de functii. Nu mai sunt Adjunct de
Mare Preot General, dar slujesc in mai multe comitete

N

Mason is at the top, he is unable and unwilling to deal
with the others.

We know a lot of examples.

It is a very general remark, I do it on purpose.
Obviously, you know, Claudiu, and I know there are
many, many exceptions and many high Officialis that
I esteem very highly and greatly, but they have not
been able to change the play unfortunately.

Correct. Finally, my dear Most Worshipful Brother,
let us know you CV, both Masonic and profane. I know
you are a member of the Board of International Masonic
Affairs. I don’t know what this is. Explain it to me and
through me to the other people, please. I didn’t find any
materials on the internet. The Board is not... I cannot
say “secretive’, but it is not on the radar.

Yes, I can explain that. Now, coming back to your
question, I'll make my profane CV short. I was born in
Salzburg, as a child I moved to Vienna, I studied
business and I became a banker, I worked in the United
States for the Chase Manhattan Bank. [ have served in
the international banking industry for some years, in
the United States, in Germany and in Austria, and then
[ became partner in a private investment banking
company in Austria, called Donau Finanz, which I still
am. I'm a private entrepreneur in a small investment
bank, I don’t want to talk about that because banks
have a very bad reputation these days. I have to do
with real estate and other things and I have a very
international attitude. I was very happy to have a lot
of experience and also business experience in your
beautiful country, Romania - a very positive experience,
by the way. I'm married, [ have three children. My son
is in the art industry, my eldest daughter has followed
me in my business career, and our middle daughter is
a physician. So my family is in a very good shape and
very happy. My wife is in the hotel industry, she was
the president of the European Hotel Association, she
is the president of the Hotel Association in Austria, so
we have a lot to do with tourism. Obviously, due to the
pandemic situation her hotel interests have been very
much hampered and affected, but we are optimistic
and since I've had the chance to acquire a property
here in Italy a few years ago, in one of the most
beautiful spots in the world, in Tuscany, 'm very
happy, so [ cannot complain. My profane personal life
is in good balance and ok. I was initiated in Masonry
in 1979 in Vienna, Austria. [ was in Lodge Zukunft in
the beginning. [ was Worshipful Master a number of
years and then I entered the Board of General Purposes
and became a Grand Master in 2002 until 2008. After
I served in the Craft, as I was a member of the York
Rite in Austria, in 2017 [ was offered the position of
Deputy General Grand High Priest of the Chapter
Masonry in Europe and Africa. This is part of York Rite,
an American organization, and in this organization
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internationale, iar frumusetea si avantajul Ritului
York american este ca are o organizare cu adevarat
internationald. Board of International Masonic Affairs -
BIMA, pe scurt - este un organism din interiorul
Ritului York din Statele Unite, in cadrul Marelui
Capitul General din Masoneria Arcului Regal din
Statele Unite. E alcatuit din numai opt membri si e un
comitet consultativ pentru cel mai inalt oficial din
Marele Capitul International al Inalt Marelui Preot. Nu
au functie executiva, il sfatuiesc in chestiuni Masonice
si de politica internationala din toata lumea. Institutia
Ritului York este o platforma internationala care le
acordda membrilor sdi multa libertate, insa are o orga-
nizare verticala, iar daca vrei sa devii membru al
Organizatiei Internationale a Ritului York trebuie sa
aderi la mai multe politici comune si sa obtii o Carta.
Daca nu aderi la politici, atunci e posibil sa-ti pierzi
Carta. Prin urmare, exista o anumita influenta asupra
calitatii muncii masonice din riturile de perfectionare
la fel ca in Ritul Scotian, iar cum Ritul York a devenit
destul de puternic si s-a impus la nivel international
in Europa si se dezvolta In Africa si alte tari ma bucur
sa pot contribui Tnca pe scena internationala fiind
membru in cadrul Board of International Masonic
Affairs.

Acum am aflat! Multumesc foarte mult. [ti multumesc
din nou cd ai fost astdzi aldturi de noi, din Italia. A fost
splendid!

Cu mare placere!

[ still have a number of functions. I'm no longer Deputy
General Grand High Priest but I serve in a number of
international committees, and the beauty and the
benefit of the American York Rite is that it is really,
truly, internationally organized. The Board of Inter-
national Masonic Affairs, called BIMA, is an installation
in the York Rite in the United States, in the General
Grand Chapter, in the Chapter world of the United
States. It consists of only eight members and it is an
advisory committee to the highest officer of the
International Grand Chapter of the General Grand
High Priest. They do not have an executive function,
they advise him on Masonic political issues around the
world. The York Rite institution is an international
platform that gives its members a lot of freedom but
it is vertically organized and if you want to be a
member in the International Organization of York Rite
you have to adhere to a number of common policies
and to get a Charter. If you do not adhere to the policies,
then you might lose your Charter. So there is a certain
influence on the quality of work in the Appendant
Bodies that’s the same in the Scottish Rite, and since
York Rite has become quite strong and it’s quite strong
internationally in Europe and it’s growing in Africa and
in other countries I'm very happy to be able to still
contribute to the international scene by being a
member of the Board of International Masonic Affairs.

Now I know. Thank you very much indeed. Thank
you again for being with us today from Italy. Splendid!

Great pleasure! ™

(Sursa/Source: https://www.youtube.com/c/masonicforum)
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Claudiu lonescu
de vorba cu / talking to

ARAS KAZAZ

Past Grand Master of Grand Lodge of Azerbaijan
Grand Chancellor of the Supreme Council of AASR

Granitele
nu ne separa

As dori sd prezint publicului nostru viata masonicd
din Azerbaidjan, cdnd a fost creatd Marea Lojd Nationald
a Azerbaidjanului, cati membri are, cdte loji existd, de
ce recunoastere internationald ne bucurdm, care sunt
riturile de perfectionare din Azerbaidjan etc.

Draga Frate Claudiu,

In primul rand, da-mi voie sd va
multumesc tie si ,Forumului Masonic”
ca mi-ati acordat din nou privilegiul
de a stabili un contact cu cititorii si
fratii nostri din toata lumea. Sunt
foarte bucuros ca ma aflu aici si va
aduc dragostea frateasca si urdrile
de bine ale Fratilor mei azeri din
Baku si din tot restul lumii.

Asa cum poate va amintiti, am
avut ocazia sa discutam despre
istoria Marii Loji Nationale a
Azerbaidjanului (NGLAZ) si in alte
interviuri. Astazi, ins3, ca urmare a
mediului in care se desfasoara dis-
cutia noastra, mi-ar placea sa va

Boundaries are not
separating us

Iwould like to introduce our audience to the masonic
life in Azerbaijan. When was created the National
Grand Lodge of Azerbaijan, how many members, how
many lodges, international recognitions, Appendant
Bodies in Azerbaijan etc

Dear Brother Claudiu,

First, let me thank you and
Masonic Forum once again to give
me the privilege of sharing with
your readers and brethren all over
the globe. I am very glad to be here
and I hereby bring you the fraternal
love and greetings of the my Azeri
Brethren in Baku and all over the
world.

As you may also remember we
had the chance to share the history
of NGLAZ before in my previous
interviews. However today due to
the nature and medium of our chat
[ would like to give you and our
viewers a condensed version of our

ofer voua si spectatorilor nostri o
versiune condensata a povestii intemeierii noastre.

Ideea principala care a stat la baza NGLAZ este
urmatoarea: iubire frateasca pentru a sluji omenirea
indiferent de rasa, religie sau ideologie politica. Pe
glob exista putine regiuni care sa reprezinte uni-
versalitatea Francmasoneriei prin structura ei geo-
politica, prin istoria ei si prin trecutul intercultural
mai bine decat Azerbaidjanul.

Intemeierea Marii noastre Loji a avut loc in anii
2000. Ideea isi are originea in Statele Unite si este
rodul catorva frati dedicati care proveneau din diferite
medii. Etapa initiala de pregatire a avut in perioada
2001-2008 prin efortul combinat al fratilor de la
Washington DC, din Rusia, Turcia si alte tari care ne-au
ajutat - cu alte cuvinte, un grup de frati care si-au
impletit mainile si sufletele intr-un lant de iubire
frateasca imposibil de frant. Vointa de care au dat
dovada ca sa aduca in sfarsit lumina masoneriei in
inima unei natiuni, cu ajutorul Marii Loji de la
Washington DC, al Marii Loji a Rusiei si a catorva altor
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establishment story with pleasure.

The main idea behind the establishment of NGLAZ
can be described definitely with one idea; brotherly
love in order to serve the mankind regardless of race,
religion and political ideology. There are few regions
on the face of earth that represents the universalness
of freemasonry with its geopolitical structure, history
and an intercultural background like Azerbaijan.

The founding of our Grand Lodge is dating back to
the years of 2000 for its main ideation process in
United States by handful of dedicated brethren coming
from different backgrounds and its initial preparation
phase during the following years of 2001 to 2008 with
the joint efforts of brethren from Washington DC,
Russia, Turkey and other aiding countries. So in other
words a group of brethren who has joined their hands
and souls in an unbreakable chain of brotherly love
and the will to bring the light of masonry in the heart
of a nation finally with the support of Grand Lodge of
Washington DC, Grand Lodge of Russia and several
other Grand Lodges our National Grand Lodge of
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Mari Loji, a insemnat ca la Baku, in 9 decembrie 2008,
a fost Intemeiata Marea Loja Nationala a Azerbaidja-
nului. Nu am avut doar privilegiul sa fac parte din
procesul intemeierii ei incd de la primul moment cand
a fost gandita, ci am avut si onoarea de a fi ales drept
al doilea Mare Maestru al NGLAZ de catre fratii nostri.

Marea nostra Loja e alcatuita In momentul de fata
din patru loji active in Azerbaidjan care lucreaza in
limbile locale, dar si in engleza, pentru mai bine de
200 de Frati. Numarul membrilor nostri creste, pentru
ca avem un numar mare de candidati pe listele de
asteptare ale lojilor noastre respectate, asta in ciuda
pandemiei, iar acest lucru reprezinta o mare speranta
pentru viitorul Marii noastre Loji.

Cat priveste relatiile si recunoasterea internationalg,
datorita eforturilor pe care le-au facut membrii Marii
Loji si a puterii unificatoare a Francmasoneriei am
ajuns in punctul In care NGLAZ e recunoscutd de
aproape toate Marile Loji din Europa, dar si din Canada,
America, America Latina.

In sfarsit, in 2017 am intemeiat Supremul Consiliu
de Rit Scotian in Azerbaidjan. Ceremonia de consacrare
a avutloc in 8 iulie 2017.

Care sunt relatiile Marii Loji cu autoritatea statului?

Marea noastra Loja este o entitate cu nimic diferita
de echivalentele ei din restul lumii. Prin urmare, ase-
menea tuturor structurilor masonice din lume, suntem
0 societate care respecta legea, alcatuita din cetateni
destoinici care doresc sa se perfectioneze la nivel
individual ca sa poata crea un impact asupra lumii in
care traim. Altfel spus, credem ca daca facem bine in
societate facem lumea un loc mai bun, bazat pe valori
ca moralitatea, adevarul si iubirea frateasca, astfel
cultivand un scop mai nobil pentru viata omului.
Azerbaidjanul are o atmosferd politica delicata, dar
care 1n acelasi timp te inspira, ceea ce le permite
fratilor sa simta personal valorile noastre fundamen-
tale intr-o tara unde oameni diferiti convietuiesc
armonios.

Care sunt relatiile Marii Loji cu liderii religiosi?

Imaginati-va o tara aflata in Caucaz dar care este,
de fapt, o tara est-europeana vorbitoare de turca azera
alcatuita din grupuri etnice numeroase si unice care
convietuiesc pasnic, spre deosebire de ce se intampla
in alte tari In ziua de azi.

NGLAZ e formata din acesti frati proveniti din
religii diferite, la fel ca tara noastra, Azerbaidjan.
Acest aspect al comunitatii locale face ca fraternitatea
noastra sa fie un mediu al libertatii de gandire si
religioase. Dintr-un alt punct de vedere, tindnd cont
de faptul ca Francmasoneria s-a format inspirandu-se
din alegoriile diferitelor mitologii religioase, esenta
Francmasoneriei este sa creeze lectiile morale ale
gradelor noastre pentru a-l invata pe om sa fie
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Azerbaijan was convened in Baku on the 9% of
December 2008. I was not only privileged to be in the
founding process since the ideation of our Grand
Lodge’s journey, but I also had the honor of being
selected as the Second Grand Master of NGLAZ by
our brethren.

Our Grand Lodge currently consists of four active
lodges in Azerbaijan working in local languages and
as well as English for over 200 Brethren. Our numbers
are growing as we have a large number of candidates
on the waiting list of our respected lodges despite the
period of Pandemics which is a great hope for the
future of our Grand Lodge.

Regarding our international relations and recogni-
tion, due to the hard working of our members of the
Grand Lodge and the uniting power of the free-
masonry itself we have reached to a point that NGLAZ
is recognized by almost all the European Grand Lodges
and as well as American, Canadian and Latin American
Grand Lodges too.

Finally, in the year 2017 we have established the
Supreme Council of Scottish Rite in Azerbaijan. The
consecration was done on 8" of July 2017.

What are the relations of the Grand Lodge with the
authority of the state?

Our Grand Lodge is an established entity like no
different than its counterparts around the world.
Therefore like all the other Masonic structures we are
a law abiding society composed of good citizens who
would like to better themselves individually to make
an impact on the world we live in. In another way we
believe that by doing good for the society itself we are
making the world a better place that is based on
values like morality, truth and brotherly love to culti-
vate a nobler purpose for any man. Azerbaijan has a
very sensitive but at the same time a very inspiring
political atmosphere which enables the brethren to
personally experience our core values in a country
where different people live together in harmony.

What are the relations of the Grand Lodge with the
religious leaders?

Imagine a land located in the Caucasus which is
actually an Azeri Turkish speaking East European
country composed of numerous and uniquely different
ethnic groups living in peace unlike to other countries
today.

Our NGLAZ is composed of these brethren from
different religions just like our country of Azerbaijan.
This aspect of the local community makes our frater-
nity an environment with freedom of thought and
faith. From another point of view considering the fact
that Freemasonry was formulated on drawing allego-
ries of various religious mythologies, Freemasonry’s
very own core is creating the moral lessons of our
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destoinic, cinstit, de incredere, muncitor si sa se
perfectioneze.

Priviti astfel, fratii si comunitatea locala din
Azerbaidjan, cu diversitatea lor culturala si etnica, nu
pot reprezenta decat o baza puternica pentru ma-
soneria noastra din perspectiva potentialului de
crestere. In aceastd privintd, Marea noastra Loja si
membrii ei afiliati se afla in relatii bune cu toate
religiile care exista in tara noastra.

Multi lideri masoni au spus cd Francmasoneria
Esticd e diferitd fatd de cea Vesticd. Spune-ne pdrerea
ta, te rog.

Francmasoneria este universald. Granitele si dife-
rentele nu ne separd, din contrd, fac ca breasla noastra
sa fie mai frumoasa in esenta ei. Totul incepe In inima
masonului. Un singur pas pe care-1 facem cand trecem
printr-o usa schimba totul pentru noi. Acest unic pas si
initierea reprezinta fundamentul caldtoriei noastre
ezoterice. In acest context, da, lumea Francmasoneriei
se poate schimba de la o cultura la alta, pentru ca in
diferite parti ale lumii cu totii avem simtiri diferite - nu
din pricina riturilor sau ritualurilor care se desfasoara
acolo, ci datorita dedicarii si diversitatii generale a
fratilor nostri, care ne alcatuiesc comunitatea.

De pild3, Francmasoneria anglo-saxona s-a aplecat
mai mult asupra activitatilor caritabile si altor aspecte
benefice ale Breslei. Noi o vedem sub forma contri-
butiilor fizice care ajuta societatea sa evolueze din
punct de vedere al infrastructurii, al bunastarii gene-
rale si al ideii de a da Tnapoi lumii, pentru a o face mai
buna. Pe de alta parte, Francmasoneria europeana se
cufunda mai mult In aspectele filosofice ale Breslei.
Putem spune ca pentru a face lumea o lume mai buna
in care sa Inflorim trebuie, mai iIntai, sa calatorim In
sufletul nostru, in adancurile labirinturilor noastre, ca
sd ajungem la lumina. Intrebarile filosofice sunt cheia
catre noi dimensiuni. Alcatuiesc harta pe care orice
om destoinic o poate folosi pentru a se perfectiona ca
frate. Reprezinta misiunea de a face lumea un loc ideal,
conform credintelor noastre. Dand acest raspuns, tre-
buie sa remarc faptul ca Azerbaidjan e o tara cu o istorie
filosofica foarte profunda. Mai ales fratii nostrii mai
tineri au primul contact cu filosofia si gandirea ratio-
nala la o varsta foarte frageda in sistemul de invata-
mant, iar acest lucru ne face agili si versati in arta
filosofiei prin comparatie cu alte Mari Loji, chiar daca
noi putem fi inca priviti drept o Mare Loja foarte tanara.

Crezi cd lumea are nevoie de Francmasonerie astazi
la fel de mult ca in trecut?

Da. Francmasonii nu sunt doar lideri de opinie, ci
si activisti care au influentat progresul lumii de-a
lungul istoriei, care au pastrat echilibrul si armonia
protejand drepturile oamenilor si luptand impotriva
tuturor obstacolelor din calea evolutiei omenirii.
Astazi lumea are nevoie de noi mai mult ca niciodata.
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degrees to teach becoming a decent, honest, trustworthy,
hardworking and a better man.

When considered from this angle the brethren and
the local community in Azerbaijan with their cultural
and ethnic diversity can only be a very strong
foundation for our masonry regarding the growth
potential. In this respect our Grand Lodge and its
affiliated members are in good terms with all the
existing religions of our country.

Many masonic leaders stated that Eastern Freema-
sonry is different compared to the Western Freemasonry.
Let us know your opinion, please.

Freemasonry is universal. Boundaries and differences
are not separating us but instead making our craft
more beautiful in its essence. Everything starts in the
heart of the mason. A single step taken through a door
change everything for us. This single step and the
initiation is the foundation of our esoteric journey. In
this context yes the world of Freemasonry may change
from culture to culture as we all experience differently
in different parts of the world. Not because of the rites
or rituals conducted there but the overall dedication
and diversity of our brethren that makes up our
community.

For instance, Anglo Saxon Freemasonry has placed
itself more with charity and other beneficial aspects
of the craft. We see it in physical contributions that
helps society evolve in terms of infrastructure,
welfare, and an idea of giving back to world to make
it better. On the other hand, European Freemasonry
is more delved into philosophical aspects of royal
craft. We can say that to make the world a better
place we thrive in first in our soul to journey into the
depths of our own mazes to reach the light. Philo-
sophical questioning is the key to expand into other
dimensions. It is the roadmap of any good man to be
better as a brother. A quest to make the world an
ideal place according to our beliefs. If I answer your
question from this perspective, [ have to point out
that Azerbaijan is country with a very deep philoso-
phical history.

Especially our younger brethren are introduced to
philosophy and rational thinking at a very early age in
their education system and this makes us pretty agile
and well versed in the art of philosophy compared to
other Grand Lodges even if we can be seen as a very
young Grand Lodge.

Do you think that nowadays world needs Freemasonry
like in the past?

Yes. Freemasons are not only opinion leaders but
also activists that have been influential with the
progress of the world throughout the history. To keep
the balance and harmony by protecting the rights of
human beings and fighting against all the obstacles for
humanity’s advancement. Today’s world needs us
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Lumea de azi are nevoie ca noi sa fim mai activi ca
niciodata. Poate cd din anumite puncte de vedere
Francmasoneria e o cale personald, insa impactul pe
care il cream este catalizatorul societatii din care
facem parte. Fiecare mason este un cetatean destoinic
al tarii sale, dar in acelasi timp este un membru res-
pectat al societatii, prin urmare fiecare dintre noi are
raspunderea sa lupte pentru valori impotriva nedrep-
tatii, discrimindrii si credintei dogmatice, orbesti.

Care e cea mai dificild problemd cu care se confruntd
astdazi Francmasoneria?

Cred cu tarie ca astazi provocarea noastra cea mai
mare este sa ne adaptam si sa evoluam conform nevoi-
lor generatiilor, pentru ca ei sunt viitorul nucleului
nostru. Poate ca Francmasoneria, in fiinta ei, nu im-
bratiseaza schimbarile prea usor, insa aceasta generatie
provine dintr-un mediu mult mai constient si deschis
la minte, a fost formata in inima tehnologiei si devine
parte din comunitate. Sunt persoane care invata cu
repeziciune si au acces la cunostinte si informatii care
le depasesc cu mult pe ale noastre din urma cu 50 de
ani. Din acest punct de vedere trebuie sa avem rab-
dare cu noua generatie si sa Incercam sa-i calauzim
cum se cuvine, ca sa invete calea Breslei si sa-si puna
capacitatile in slujba lumii intregi. E o provocare, dar
o provocare buna. Fraternitatea noastra a izbutit sa
reziste generatii Intregi si sunt sigur ca vom depasi si
provocarile din aceasta epoca.

Se confruntd Marea voastrd Lojd cu o problemd
anume?

Cred cd una dintre problemelor majore din ziua de
astazi pentru toate Marile Loji este faptul ca nu ne mai
putem aduna pentru ceremonii precum initierea,
trecerea si avansarea In grad - cu alte cuvinte, nu ne
mai bucuram de ritualurile ezoterice pe care frater-
nitatea noastra si-a Intemeiat Invataturile. Lojile, mai
ales, nu pot primi noi membri si nu pot creste fara
adunari oficiale. Este cu atat mai important sa pastram
interesul si ambitia fratilor nostri mai tineri. Din acest
motiv, organizam intalniri online recurente, unde
discutam chestiuni filosofice care sa mentina viu
interesul fratilor mai tineri fatd de fundamentele
Breslei.

Cum depdseste Francmasoneria din Azerbaidjan
pandemia? Ce ne invatd perioada de pandemie?

Pentru Azerbaidjan, aceasta perioada a insemnat ca
legdturile dintre fratii nostri au devenit mai puternice
si mai intime. Marea noastra Loja, cu intregul sprijin al
conducatorilor sai, dar si al tuturor venerabililor frati
ai lojilor si al respectabililor ofiteri responsabili de loja,
a organizat intalniri online saptamanale, unde am
discutat chestiuni masonice si filosofice. Intalnirile
noastre nu doar ca au suscitat interesul fratilor locali,
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more than ever. Today’s world requires us to be more
active than we have ever been before. Freemasonry
may be a personal pathway in some ways but the
impact we make is nothing but catalyst for the society
that we are a part of. Every mason is a law abiding
citizen of his country but at the same time a respectful
member of his society therefore each of us has a
responsibility to fight for the values against injustice,
indiscrimination and dogmatic blind faith.

What is the most difficult problem facing Freema-
sonry today?

[ really believe that our biggest challenge today is
to adapt and evolve for the needs of generations.
Because they are the future of our core regarding our
growth. Freemasonry may be not so open to changes
in its roots. However, this generation coming from a
more aware and open minded background who were
forged in the heart of technology is also becoming a
part of our community. They are fast learners with
access to knowledge and information way beyond us
when compared to 50 years ago. In this respect we
have to be patient with this generation and try to
guide them correctly to learn the ways of the craft and
put those skills to good use for the world. It is a
challenge but a good one. Our fraternity has managed
to last for generations and [ am sure we will prevail
this age’s new challenges as well.

Is your Grand Lodge, in particular, faced with a
major problem?

[ think one of the major problems nowadays every
Grand Lodge is facing is that we are unable to gather
for ceremonies like initiation, passing and raising. In
other words, we can not enjoy esoteric rituals that
our fraternity based its teachings on with our
brethren. Especially lodges can’t have new members
and grow without official gatherings. At this point it
is also becoming a more vital point to keep the
interests and ambitions of our younger brethren. For
this reason we are organizing recurring online
meetings for philosophical discussions to keep our
younger brethren keen on learning the essences of
craft.

How surpasses pandemia the freemasonry in
Azerbaijan? What lessons should be learned from the
pandemic period?

For Azerbaijan this period has made bonds within
our brethren stronger and more intimate. Our Grand
Lodge with the full support of its office bearers as
well as all our lodge’s Worshipful Brothers and their
respected lodge office bearers we have organized
online gatherings every week with masonic and
philosophical meetings. Our meetings have not only
raised interest amongst local brethren but also from
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ci si al altora membri ai Marilor Loji din restul lumii.
Pentru noi, in Azerbaidjan, perioada de pandemie a
insemnat reflectie asupra noastra si meditatie. Fratii
nostri au organizat actiuni caritabile pentru familiile
nevoiase si s-au comportat intr-un mod demn de
Francmasonerie. Sincer, sunt mandru sa spun ca am
petrecut aceastd perioada de incertitudine respectand
cat de bine am putut valorile masonice.

Cum vezi viitorul Francmasoneriei?

Viitorul Francmasoneriei este legat In mod direct
de felul cum interactioneaza cu societatea. Trebuie sa
tinem cont de faptul ca fraternitatea noastra devine
tot mai tanara pe an ce trece. Baza de membri creste
datorita unui aflux de frati tineri, mai deschisi spre
gandirea critica si care invata mai repede. Din acest
motiv, si abordarea noastra cu privire la impartasirea
valorilor ar trebui sa evolueze si sa atinga potentialul
complet al tinerei generatii. Astazi, Francmasoneria
detine o pozitie importanta fn lume. Nu suntem doar
ganditori, ci suntem si lideri de opinie, iar prin ceea
facem suntem sursa de inspiratie pentru lumea in care
traim. Suntem raspunzatori pentru prezent, dar si
pentru viitor. Astazi, Marea noastra Loja lucreaza
armonios cu o foarte tanara generatie de frati care nu
doar se perfectioneaza prin simbolurile si Invataturile
Francmasoneriei, ci si demonstreaza altor Mari Loji ca
diversitatea are o influenta pozitiva asupra eforturilor
noastre nobile de a crea o lume mai bund nu doar
pentru masoni, ci pentru intreaga omenire.

Spune-ne care este ,CV-ul” tdu, atdt masonic, cdt
si profan.

Am fost initiat si ridicat la Sublimul rang de
Maestru Mason in Loja Bilgi nr. 15 de la Ankara, din
Turcia, continuand astfel traditia masonica din familia
mea, eu fiind a treia generatie, in 1989.

Sunt unul dintre intemeietorii Lojii Nurn (2000) si
a Lojii Azerbaidjanului (2001), membru al mai multor
loji din Washington D.C. si din Romania, Turcia si
Azerbaidjan. De-a lungul timpului am slujit lojile in
toate posturile posibile.

De cand am fondat Marea Loja Nationala a Azer-
baidjanului am fost Asistentul Marelui Maestru in
domeniul relatiilor externe. Am reprezentat Marea
Loja Nationalda a Azerbaidjanului in cadrul multor
conferinte mondiale.

In viata personald, am fost presedinte si membru al
CA-urilor in numeroase companii din diferite ramuri ale
industriei — energetica, industria automobilelor, con-
structii, imobiliare, fonduri internationale de investi-
tie - din 1984. Dar sunt mandru sa spun ca Breasla s-a
aflat mereu in centrul vietii mele.
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other members of Grand Lodges around the world as
well. Period of Pandemics has been a time of self
reflection and semi meditation for us in Azerbaijan.
Our brethren also organized charity activities for the
families in need during this time and acted worthy of
Freemasonry. Honestly I am proud to say that we
have been spending this period of uncertainty in
world as best as we could according to our masonic
values.

How do you see the future of freemasonry?

The future of Freemasonry is directly related with
its interaction with the society of its very own. We
should take it into account that our fraternity is get-
ting younger every year. Our membership base is
growing with a new breed of brethren who are
younger, more open to questioning, faster when it
comes to reaching knowledge. For this reason, our
approach to teach our values should also evolve for
reaching the full potential of this younger generation.
Freemasonry today has a very important position in
the world. We are not only thinkers but we are also
opinion leaders who inspire the world we live in by
our own acts. We are responsible for today and as well
as the future. Our Grand Lodge today is working
harmoniously with a very young generation of
brethren who are not only perfecting themselves with
the symbols and teachings of freemasonry itself but
also showing other Grand Lodges that diversity is
creating more positive influence on our gallant efforts
to create a better world not only for us the masons but
for the whole humanity and mankind.

Let us know you CV - both masonic and profane.

[ was Initiated and Raised to the Sublime Degree of
Master Mason in Bilgi Lodge, No. 15, Ankara Turkey.
Continuing the Masonic tradition in my family, as
third generation in 1989. I am one of the founders of
Nur Lodge 2000 and Azerbaijan Lodge 2001, member
of couple of lodges in Washington D.C. and Romania,
Turkey and Azerbaijan. I served my lodges in every
position throughout the years.

Since we established our Grand Lodge, I was
Assistant Grand Master for Foreign Relations. I repre-
sented National Grand Lodge of Azerbaijan in many
grand communications and world conferences

In my personal life i have been working as the
president and board member of numerous holding
companies in various industries like energy, auto-
motive, construction, real estate investment trusts
internationally since 1984. But i am proud to say
that our craft has always been in the center of my
life. ™

(Sursa/Source: https://www.youtube.com/c/masonicforum)
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THOMAS W. JACKSON

Relevanta noastra
in lumea de azi

E un mare privilegiu sa fiu rugat
de Marele nostru Suveran sad va
vorbesc in seara aceasta pe un
subiect care a reprezentat intr-o
mare masura viata mea din ultimii
cincizeci de ani, un subiect care nu
doar cd mi-a influentat viata, dar
a influentat evolutia societatilor
civile de secole. Subiectul la care
ma refer este, bineinteles, Franc-
masoneria. Companionul Cavaler
Wood mi-a dat permisiunea sa-mi
aleg singur subiectul, asa ca mi-am
intitulat interventia ,Relevanta
noastra in lumea de azi”(...)

E greu de crezut cd atat de multi
dintre cei mai patrioti conducatori
din istorie, care au purtat lupta
pentru drepturile omului, au fost
francmasoni dar nu au fost influen-

Our Relevancy in
Today’s World

It is a great privilege for me to
be asked by our Grand Sovereign
to speak to you tonight on a subject
that has been to a very great
extent, my life for over fifty years;
a subject that has not only impacted
my life, but has impacted the evo-
lution of civil societies for centuries.
The subject, of course, to which I
refer, is Freemasonry. Knight Com-
panion Wood granted me free
reign to speak on whatever subject
I chose and I titled my paper, “Our
Relevancy in Today’s World.”(...)

It would be illogical to consider
that so many of the greatest
patriotic leaders of the world who
led in the fight for the rights of
man were Freemasons and were

tati de filosofia Francmasoneriei. Oare Francmasoneria
i-a facut mari? Bineinteles ca nu; Insa nici nu poate fi
intamplator faptul ca erau francmasoni. Preceptele
filosofice ale Francmasoneriei trebuie sa le fi influentat
gandirea si sa-i fi stimulat intr-un fel sau altul sa-si
asume pozitie de lideri In lupta tdrilor lor pentru
dreptul cetatenilor de a fi liberi.

Poate ca Francmasoneria nu i-a facut mareti pe
acesti oameni, insa ei au contribuit la maretia
Francmasoneriei. Fara ei si fara multe alte nume de
legenda din nenumdrate domenii, Francmasoneria nu
ar fi putut sa capete maretia si influenta care au
modelat evolutia societatilor civile In ultimele cateva
sute de ani. Spre meritul ei, una dintre marile trasaturi
ale Breslei e aceea cd a atras unii dintre cei mai mari
si mai luminati oameni din istorie. Aceasta forta de
atractie a fost motivul principal pentru care Breasla
noastra a devenit o forta ca nici o alta din lume, un far
care sa calduzeasca dezvoltarea societatilor.

Foarte putine tari libere din ziua de azi exista fara
influenta francmasonilor sau a filosofiei masonice.
Francmasoneria a fost una dintre enclavele importante
care au asigurat mediul unde in Epoca Iluminismului,
cu un anumit grad de libertate, s-au putut intalni marii
ganditori. Dacd ne indoim de cat de semnificativa a
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not influenced by its philosophy.
Did Freemasonry make them great? Of course not;
but neither can it be happenstance that they were
all Freemasons. The philosophical precepts of
Freemasonry must have influenced their thinking and
contributed in some way to stimulate them to place
themselves in a position to be leaders for their
country’s struggles for the rights of their citizens to
be free.

Freemasonry may not have made these men great
but these men contributed to making Freemasonry
great. Without them, and many others whose names
are legendary in so many diverse fields of endeavor,
Freemasonry could not have risen to its greatness and
have had the influence to impact the evolution of civil
societies the way that it has for several hundred years.
One of its great attributes to its credit is that the Craft
attracted some of the greatest men with some of the
greatest minds that ever lived. This attractive force
was primary in causing our Craft to become a force
unlike any other seen in the world to serve as a beacon
to developing world societies.

Few countries with freedom that exists today do so
without the influence of Freemasons or Masonic
philosophy. Freemasonry was one of the significant
enclaves that provided the environment wherein great



fost influenta Francmasoneriei nu trebuie decat sa ne
gandim ca Statele Unite ale Americii - alaturi de multe
alte tari - sunt foarte probabil un rezultat al ei si al
modelului democratic creat in cadrul Francmasoneriei.

Cu toate acestea, lumea s-a schimbat si, odata cu
aceasta schimbare, trebuie sd analizam cat de relevanti
mai suntem astazi. Mai sunt filosofia si preceptele
Francmasoneriei relevante pentru cerintele societa-
tilor actuale? lese in evidentd imaginea vizibila a
Francmasoneriei ca o influenta pozitiva, asa cum o
facea in trecut? Mai avem puterea sa influentam
evolutia societatilor civile? Au conducatorii nostri de
azi viziunea de perspectiva necesara ca sa vada
importanta potentiald a dezvoltarii evolutive continue
a societatii? Sunt intrebari foarte serioase, iar felul
in care raspundem va determina nu doar influenta
noastra in societate, ci si supravietuirea noastra ca
institutie.

Raspunsul la prima intrebare, cea referitoare la
relevanta Francmasoneriei pentru cerintele societatii
actuale, este un ,da” neechivoc. Nu poate exista nici o
perioada in care filosofia si preceptele Francmasoneriei
sa nu fie relevante 1n societate. Chestiunile care ridica
astazi provocari Francmasoneriei in unele zone din
lume nu isi au originea in lipsa de relevanta a filosofiei
sale, ci in incapacitatea noastrd de a o pune in practica.
il citez pe John Robinson, cunoscutul autor care e
posibil sa fi deschis drumul multimii celor care scriu
astazi despre Francmasonerie: ,Problema cu Franc-
masoneria din ziua de azi e cd nu mai practica
Francmasoneria.”

E drept ca Robinson scria in baza a ceea ce ob-
servase la Franncmasoneria americana. Exista o dife-
renta sesizabila intre relevanta Francmasoneriei in
America si relevanta ei in mare parte din restul lumii.
In America, evolutia societitii e incetinitd de un proces
de maturizare care necesita mai putine schimbari
radicale si care e marcat de lene si apatie. Din pacate,
Francmasoneria americana a fost lovitd de aceeasi
boala.

Acum cateva saptdmani am tinut o prezentare in
cadrul unui simpozion din Izmir, in Turcia, pe tema
,Provocarile cu care se confrunta Francmasoneria in
secolul XXI”. Cand am fost rugat sa vorbesc, cuvantul
mi-a fost dat cu observatia ca e limpede ca protocoalele
noastre de regularizare, recunoastere, autoritate
jurisdictionala etc. nu se mai pot aplica in ziua de azi.
Cand am tinut prezentarea, am intrat in rolul de avocat
al diavolului si am argumentat impotriva acestei
observatii. Tocmai aceste protocoale au tinut Franc-
masoneria in viata vreme de sute de ani, iar cand
incepem sa le neglijam importanta incepem sa ne
slabim temelia. Ma mir de fiecare data de multi dintre
conducatorii de azi, care par determinati sa distruga
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thinking minds could meet with a relative degree of
freedom during the Age of Enlightenment. Should we
doubt how significant the impact and how relative
Freemasonry’s influence was, consider that the United
States of America is quite possibly a result, along with
many other countries, who used the model of democracy
created here.

However, the world has changed; and with that
change, we must examine our relevancy to it today. Is
the philosophy and are the precepts of Freemasonry
relevant to the demand of societies of the present day
world? Does the visible image of Freemasonry stand
out as a significant positive influence as it did in the
past? Do we continue to have the influence to impact
evolving civil societies? Does our present-day leader-
ship have the long-range vision required to see the
potential importance of the ongoing evolutionary
development of society? These are very serious
questions and our response to them will determine
not only our influence on society but our very survival
as an institution.

The answer to the first question regarding Free-
masonry’s relevancy to the demands of society in the
present day world is an unequivocal “yes.” There can
never be a time that the philosophy of Freemasonry
and its precepts would not be relevant in any society.
The issues challenging Freemasonry in parts of the
world today do not lie in the relevancy of its
philosophy; it lies in our failure to practice it. I quote
John Robinson, the noted author who quite possibly
led the charge of the present day plethora of writers on
Freemasonry, “The problem with Freemasonry today
is that it does not practice Freemasonry anymore.”

Robinson, however, was writing as a result of his
observance of American Freemasonry. There is a
distinct difference between the relevancies of Free-
masonry in America when contrasted with most of the
rest of the world. Society’s evolution in America is
slowed by a maturation requiring lesser evolutionary
change and plagued by complacency and apathy.
Unfortunately, American Freemasonry has been
plagued by the same disease.

Several weeks ago I spoke at a symposium in Izmir,
Turkey on the subject, “The Challenges Facing Masonry
in the Twenty-First Century.” When I was asked to
speak, the topic was qualified to me with the observa-
tion that it is evident that our protocols of regularity,
recognition, jurisdictional authority, etc. are not appli-
cable in today’s world. When I presented my paper,
I served as the devil’s advocate debating this observa-
tion. These very protocols have sustained Freemasonry
for several hundred years and when we begin to lessen
their significance, we begin to weaken the fabric that
holds us together. I am constantly amazed by many of
today’s leaders who seem intent on destroying the
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tocmai acele calitati ale Breslei care nu doar ca ne tin
in viat3, ci chiar au contribuit la importanta noastra.

Premisa era ca Francmasoneria trebuie sa se adap-
teze la era tehnologica. Si totusi, Francmasoneria a fost
infloritoare vreme de 300 de ani evoluand printre
schimbarile societatii, fara sa-si sacrifice protocoalele.
Sa ne punem urmatoarele intrebari: sunt schimbarile
sociale din era tehnologiei mai dramatice decat schim-
barile sociale din epoca Revolutiei Industriale? Trebuie
Francmasoneria sa devind ceva fundamental diferit
pentru a ramane relevanta? Poate ca schimbarile nu
sunt atat de necesare in Francmasonerie pe cat sunt in
societatea In care ea exista. Punand in balanta valorile
morale si etice pe care le promoveaza Francmasoneria
si schimbarile pricinuite de evolutia societatii pe care
am avut prilejul sa le observ, as sugera ca ar fi mai pru-
dent ca societatea sa se schimbe, nu Francmasoneria.

(...) Traim intr-o tara dominata de preceptul
,corectitudinii politice”, Intr-atat incat atitudinea
generald e ca fiecare cetatean are dreptul sa aiba la fel
de mult ca oricine altcineva indiferent de capacitatile,
initiativa sau temeinicia de care di dovada. Insi
America a fost construita si pe baza unor protocoale -
protocoale care le-au asigurat cetdtenilor ocazia si
elanul sa se ridice deasupra banalului si sa exceleze in
viata. Corectitudinea politica provine din transformarea
multor cetdteni americani productivi in paraziti care
traiesc pe spinarea societatii. Din pacate, mare parte
dintre conducatorii nostri masoni au cazut si ei in
mrejele corectitudinii politice, iar rezultatul a fost
declinul devastator al calitatii membrilor din Breasla.

Nu vreau sa sugerez ca ar trebui sa devenim
o organizatie formata numai din ,elita” societatii.
Intr-adevir, un al doilea motiv al maretiei noastre a
fost deschiderea organizatiei spre a accepta oameni
din toate paturile societatii si spre a-i aseza ca egali
intr-o Incapere a Lojei. Daca nu am fi avut aceasta
deschidere, nu am fi ajuns la maretia de odinioara. Cu
toate acestea, chiar suntem o organizatie de elita. Cand
am stabilit sa acceptam numai oameni destoinici, am
devenit elitisti. Nu e nimic gresit in a fi elitist. Franc-
masoneria a fost intotdeauna, si trebuie sa fie intot-
deauna, o fraternitate de elita.

Si totusi, un al treilea motiv clar pentru care am fost
madreti a fost angajamentul de a ramane selectivi in
privinta calitatii oamenilor pe care 1i acceptam in
randurile noastre. Francmasoneria decade in America
pentru ca nu am fost capabili sa respectam acest al
treilea principiu.

Pe de alta parte, ce am spus pana acum se aplica
numai conditiilor sociologice din tara noastra si poate
din alte cateva tari, in general vorbitoare de engleza.

Sd analizam Francmasoneria din restul lumii. Traim
intr-o epoca remarcabila pentru Francmasonerie.
Breasla creste poate in ritmul cel mai rapid din istoria
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very qualities of the Craft that not only sustains us but
those that contributed to making us significant.

The proposition put forward was that Freemasonry
must change to adapt to the technological age. And
yet, Freemasonry has thrived for 300 years through
evolving societal changes without sacrificing its
protocols. Let us ask these questions: Is the societal
change required to advance in today’s age of tech-
nology any more dramatic than the societal change
required advancing into the age of the Industrial
Revolution? Must Freemasonry become something
fundamentally different to remain relevant? Perhaps
the changes are not so much needed in Freemasonry
as they are in the society in which it exists. With the
moral and ethical values promulgated by Freemasonry
and with the changes that I have observed in my lifetime
of society’s evolution, [ would suggest it would be more
prudent for society to change, than Freemasonry:.

(-.) In today’s age, we live in a country that is
dominated by a precept of “political correctness”
wherein the prevailing attitude has become that every
citizen has the right to have the same as everyone else
regardless of ability, initiative or work ethic. But,
America was also built on sustaining protocols -
protocols that provided its citizens with the
opportunity and the stimulus to rise above the
ordinary and to excel in their lives. The political
correctness attitude has resulted in the conversion of
many productive citizens of America to parasites
living upon society. Unfortunately, much of our
Masonic leadership has bought into this political
correctness precept with the result of a devastating
decline in the quality of the Craft.

[ am not suggesting that we become an organization
composed of only the “elite” of society. Indeed, a second
reason for our greatness was in the organization’s intent
to accept men from all diverse walks of life and seat them
in a Lodge room as equals. Lacking that intent, we could
not have risen to the greatness that we have experienced.
Nonetheless, we are an elite organization. When we set
our goal to accept only good men, we became elitist.
There is nothing wrong with elitism. Freemasonry has
always been, and must always be, an elite fraternity.

However, a third and lasting reason for our great-
ness was our commitment to remaining selective as
to the quality of the man we would accept. It is our
failure to retain that third reason that Freemasonry’s
significance is declining in America.

However, my references thus far have been appli-
cable only to the sociological conditions of our country
and perhaps a few others, generally, the English-speak-
ing countries.

Let us now take a look at Freemasonry in most of
the rest of the world today. We are living in a remark-
able age for Freemasonry. The Craft is growing at what



ei. De la Inceputul secolului au fost consacrate 26 de
noi Mari Loje, iar Breasla se bucura de succese si
influenta in locuri unde nu a mai existat pana acum
sau unde a fost revitalizata dupa caderea regimurilor
represive. S-ar putea sa fie cea mai mare crestere a
numarului de Mari Loje intr-un timp atat de scurt din
toata istoria noastra, iar majoritatea Marilor Loje
din lume 1si sporesc numarul de membri, atrag unii
dintre cei mai mari lideri din comunitatile respective,
iar influenta Francmasoneriei In acele societati e una
importanta. Pentru acele societati Francmasoneria
este, fara indoiala, relevanta.

Multi dintre voi stiu ca In ultimii cincisprezece ani
am fost Secretar Executiv al Conferintei Mondiale a
Marilor Loje Masonice Regulare. Din aceasta functie
am avut privilegiul sa calatoresc mult in lume si am
observat cum opereaza Francmasoneria in mai multe
tari. Asa cum va asteptati, a avut de infruntat diverse
obstacole din varii motive. in Europa de Est, provo-
carea a venit ca o consecin{a a neincrederii inra-
dacinate fata de orice fel de organizatie, creata de
represiunile la care au fost supuse tarile respective pe
parcursul mai multor decenii. In Africa a trebuit si
infrunte neincrederea din partea triburilor care se
temeau ca Francmasoneria e o organizatie vrdjito-
reascd. In ambele regiuni se confruntd cu rezistenti
din partea liderilor religiosi care manifesta opozitie
istorica fata de Francmasonerie.

Sunt ferm convins ca relevanta Francmasoneriei in
lumea de azi nu e cu nimic inferioara celei din trecut,
dar sunt convins si ca relevanta ei in America trebuie
redefinita de membrii nostri si reintegrata In societate,
iar importanta ei trebuie din nou subliniatd. Din
fericire, situatia nu e aceeasi In restul lumii. Franc-
masoneria s-a ridicat intotdeauna la cel mai inalt nivel
acolo unde a fost provocata cel mai mult. Acesta e un
motiv principal pentru care a avut succes in unele
parti ale lumii si Incepe sa dea gres in altele. Dati-mi
voie sa va povestesc cateva dintre experientele mele -
sunt exemple care intaresc releventa Francmasoneriei.

In ultimii zece ani am fost primit la intalniri de
presedintii a sase tari si de cativa prim-ministri, am
fost la numeroase posturi TV si emisiuni radio din
Europa si Africa si am realizat numeroase interviuri
in presa. Am tinut o prezentare publica in India, iar
in America Latina am vorbit in fata mai multor senate
silideri militari. Am participat alaturi de presedintele
in functie la depunerea coroanei pe mormantul sol-
datului necunoscut de sub Arcul de Triumf din Paris,
alaturi de presedintele Gabonului am depus o coroana
la mormantul fostului presedinte, la mormantul lui
O’Higgins din Chile am fost alaturi de presedinte si
la fel s-a intamplat la monumentul lui Benito Juarez
din Mexic. Am asistat si la dedicarea unui monument
masonic in mall-ul national din Valparaiso din Chile.
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may be its greatest rate since its inception. There have
been 26 new Grand Lodges consecrated since the turn
of the century and the Craft is achieving success and
influence in parts of the world where it has not existed
in the past or where it has been rejuvenated following
the demise of repressive regimes. This perhaps repre-
sents the greatest numerical expansion of Grand
Lodges in that span of time in our history, and most
Grand Lodges in the world are increasing in member-
ship numbers. They are attracting some of the greatest
leaders in their communities and Freemasonry’s im-
pact upon their societies is considerable. Unquestion-
ably, Freemasonry is relevant to them.

Many of you know that I have been serving as
Executive Secretary of the World Conference of Regular
Masonic Grand Lodges for the past fifteen years. In
that position, I have had the privilege of traveling over
much of the world and have been able to observe,
Freemasonry as it operates in many different countries.
As might be expected, it has been confronted with
many challenges for various reasons. In Eastern Europe,
the challenge has been in consequence of an ingrained
distrust of all organizations as a result of the repressions
that they have experienced over many decades. In
Africa, it must deal with issues of distrust due to tribal
and local fears of it being some type of witchcraft
organization. In both areas of the world, it must also
deal with resistance from religious leaders that have
historically opposed Freemasonry.

[ am firmly convinced that the relevancy of Free-
masonry in today’s world is no less significant than it
has been than any time in our past, but I am also
convinced that its relevancy in America must be rede-
fined by our members and reinserted into society and
its significance reemphasized. Fortunately, this is not
the case in most of the world. Freemasonry has always
been at its best when it has been challenged the most.
This is a primary reason that it is succeeding in most
of the world but showing failure in other parts. Permit
me to relate to you some of my experiences that will
emphasize the relevancy of Freemasonry.

Over the past decade, I have been received by the
presidents of six countries and several prime ministers
and have been on numerous television and radio
programs in Europe and Africa along with many press
interviews. I have addressed a public forum in India
and senates and military leaders in Latin America.
[ participated in a wreath-laying on the tomb of the
unknown soldier under the Arc de Triomphe in Paris
with a sitting president, also on the grave of a former
president of Gabon along with the president of the
country, the tomb of O’Higgins in Chile along with the
president and at the monument of Benito Juarez in
Mexico. I assisted in the dedication of a Masonic
monument on the national mall in Valparaiso, Chile, to
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[ata doar cateva dintre experientele semnificative pe
care le-am trait datorita importantei Francmasoneriei.
Pentru mine este stupefiant felul in care sunt intam-
pinat si primit In alte tari numai pentru ca reprezint
Francmasoneria.

De curand am fost In Muntenegru, unde am par-
ticipatla Convent. Pentru cei care nu stiu, Muntenegru
e cea mai sudica tara care aparut in urma fragmentarii
Iugoslaviei. In clipa de fati existi sapte tiri care au
aparut In urma dizolvarii ei - Serbia, Muntenegru,
Croatia, Slovenia, Macedonia si Bosnia-Hertegovina -,
iar 1n viitor e posibil sa fie recunoscuta si o a opta,
Kosovo. Mi-am dat seama atunci cum sa inchei acest
articol.

[ugoslavia a fost o tara compusa din multe culturi
despartite de secole intregi de neincredere si ani-
mozitate, lucru valabil si acum, intr-o oarecare masura.
Mereu mi s-a pdrut incredibil cd un singur om,
Maresalul Tito, un dictator, a reusit sa-i tina laolalta
atat de mult timp.

Ce e mai important insa e c3, sub egida preceptului
filosofic al fratiei oamenilor, in fiecare dintre aceste
tari au fost consacrate mari loje, fara ajutor din partea
celorlalte. Chiar acum exista planuri de creare a unei
mari loje in Kosovo. Cand se va forma, va cuprinde
si Marea Loja a Albaniei, pentru ca acolo trdiesc si
cetateni albanezi. Toate aceste mari loje au fost pre-
zente la Podgorica, iar afectiunea reciproca s-a simtit
atunci pe tot parcursul evenimentului.

Mai e Francmasoneria Indeajuns de influenta Incat
sa aiba un cuvant de spus in evolutia societatilor
civile? Indoielile ar trebui si ne fie spulberate daci ne
uitam la Conventul din Muntenegru. Francmasoneria
va continua sa joace un rol covarsitor in evolutia
societatilor civile. Eforturile vor continua, iar cele mai
mari obstacole pe care le va intdmpina vor fi viziunea
conducerii noastre si nevoia de a depasi egoismul ce
pare sa fie, de fapt, cea mai crunta limitare a noastra.

La sesiunea aceea de comunicari am purtat meda-
lionul Marii Loje de Iugoslavia care mi-a fost oferit in
dar, alaturi de Marea Stea de Muntenegru. L-am purtat
si ca amintire simbolica a relevantei Francmasoneriei.
Chiar daca nu au fost vindecate toate ranile si nici nu
s-au risipit toate animozitatile din acele societati, im-
presia filosoficd pe care a lasat-o Francmasoneria
asupra fratilor din Marea Loja arata foarte puternic
relevanta Francmasoneriei in lumea actuala. Sentimen-
tul de dragoste frateasca generat de Francmasonerie
transcede intr-adevar ura si animozitatile din lume.
Inchipuiti-va ce impact am avea daci am putea transfera
acelasi sentiment pe tot Globul!

Discurs sustinut la o intdlnire anuald
a Marelui Consiliu Imperial Unit al Cavalerilor
Crucii Rosii a lui Constantin
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name but a few of the significant experiences that I
have had as a result of the significance of Freemasonry
It is always astounding to me as to the type of
receptions I receive in other countries simply because
I represent Freemasonry to them.

[ was recently in Montenegro where I attended their
Grand Communication. Montenegro, for those who may
not be aware, is the southernmost country that resulted
from the breakup of Yugoslavia. There are currently
seven countries, Serbia, Montenegro, Croatia, Slovenia,
Macedonia, and Bosnia-Herzegovina created from this
dissolution with a eighth, Kosovo, possible in the near
future. [ knew then how [ would complete this paper.

Yugoslavia had been a country composed of nu-
merous cultures with centuries of distrust and
animosities, some of which continue to this day. It has
always been amazing to me that one man, Marshal
Tito, as a dictatorial power, could hold them together
for as long as he did.

What is far more significant, however, is that within
the framework of the philosophical precept of the
brotherhood of man, Grand Lodges were consecrated
in each one of these new countries with assistance
from the others. Even now there are thoughts being
generated to create a new Grand Lodge in Kosovo.
When it is formed, it will also include the Grand Lodge
of Albania because of their citizens living there. Each
of these Grand Lodges was present in Podgorica and
the display of affection for each other permeated the
atmosphere of the occasion.

Does Freemasonry continue to have the influence
to impact the evolution of civil societies? Just looking
at a Masonic Communication in Montenegro should
eliminate all doubt. Freemasonry will continue to have
a major impact in evolving civil societies. The struggles
will continue and the greatest restraints faced will lie
within the vision of the leadership and the need to over-
come the egotism that will be the greatest restriction.

At that communication, I wore the medallion of the
Grand Lodge of Yugoslavia that had been presented to
me along with the Grand Star of Montenegro. | wore it
as a symbolic reminder of the relevancy of Free-
masonry. Even though all wounds have not healed and
all animosities dissipated in the societies, the philo-
sophical impression of Freemasonry on those brothers
sitting in the Grand Lodge displayed very prominently
the relevancy of Freemasonry in today’s world. The
feeling of brotherly love generated by Freemasonry
does indeed transcend the hate and animosity in the
world. Think, if it were possible, to transfer that same
feeling to the world, what impact we would have. ®

Given at a United Grand Imperial Council
of Knights of the Red Cross of Constantine
Annual Assembly
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