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Masoneria nu inseamna
onoruri si laude

Consider ca sunt doua casti-
guri majore ale apartenentei la
Masonerie: intalnesti oameni pe
care, altfel, poate ca nu i-ai fi
intalnit niciodata si, la fel de
important, Masoneria este o
scoala de la care ai de invatat.
Depinde doar de tine daca vrei
sa devii mai bun. Masoneria nu
inseamna onoruri si laude. Imi
permit sa afirm ca cine asteapta
asa ceva nu merita sa fie mason,
fiind doar un initiat neinitiabil,
cum spunea cineva. Masoneria
inseamnd munca, in primul
rand, cu tine insuti. Sunt opti-
mist. Istoria de sute de ani ne
dovedeste ca Masoneria specu-
lativa are un sistem intern de
conservare, de autocuratare,

Freemasonry is not about
honours and glory

[ think there are two major
things to be gained from be-
longing to Freemasonry: you
meet people you might other-
wise never have met and, just as
importantly, Freemasonry is a
school to learn from. It's up to
you if you want to become bet-
ter. Freemasonry is not about
honours and glory. [ dare to say
that anyone who expects that
does not deserve to be a Mason,
being only an uninitiable initi-
ate, as someone said. Free-
masonry is work, first and
foremost, with yourself. [ am
an optimist. The history of
hundreds of years proves that
speculative Freemasonry has an
internal system of self-preser-

care a ajutat-o sa supravietu-
iasca. Cu totii stim ca Evanghelia dupa loan ne
spune: lumina lumineaza in Intuneric si intuneri-
cul nu a cuprins-o”. Asa sa fie!

FORUM MASONIC isi indeplineste misiunea
asumata de a prezenta diversitatea si, totodata,
unitatea conceptului de Masonerie. Thomas
Jackson spunea ca masoneria este diferita in
Europa de Vest fata de ceea ce se intdmpla in tarile
din fostul bloc comunist. Masoneria in America de
Nord este diferita de cea din America de Sud. Desi
principiile de baza sunt aceleasi! Ca mason care
apartine mai multor Mari Loji regulare de pe Glob,
si eu, la randul meu, am constatat acest lucru.
Pentru ca dintotdeauna am fost preocupat de stu-
diu comparatist, pe interlocutorii interviurilor
i-am intrebat mereu care cred ca este forma de
masonerie mai aproape de ceea ce ar trebui sa fie.

Fiecare deplasare la loja mea din Scotia este o
bucurie dublata de descoperirea unor locuri mi-
nunate, cu stranse conexiuni masonice, datorita
fratilor si prietenilor mei din Hope of Kurrachee.
In numirul acesta al revistei FORUM MASONIC

vation, self-cleaning, which has
helped it to survive. We all know that the Gospel of
John tells us, “the light shines in the darkness and
the darkness has not overcome it”. So mote it be!

MASONIC FORUM fulfils its assumed mission to
present the diversity and, at the same time, the
unity of the concept of Freemasonry. Thomas
Jackson said that Freemasonry is different in
Western Europe than in the former communist
bloc countries. Freemasonry in North America is
different from that in South America. Although the
basic principles are the same! As a Freemason
who belongs to several regular Grand Lodges
around the Globe, I have observed this too. Be-
cause I have always been concerned with compar-
ative study, I have always asked interviewees
which form of Freemasonry they think is closer to
what it should be.

Every trip to my lodge in Scotland is a joy cou-
pled with the discovery of wonderful places with
close Masonic connections, thanks to my brethren
and friends in Hope of Kurrachee. In this issue of
MASONIC FORUM Magazine we present a photo
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va prezentam un reportaj foto de la Torphichen
Preceptory, constructie din vremea lui David I,
datand din 1140. Torphichen Preceptory a fost
cartierul general al Cavalerilor Ospitalieri din
Scotia, baza locala de operatiuni pentru munca
ordinului, care presupunea, intre altele, adapos-
tirea si protejarea pelerinilor care vizitau Tara
Sfanta.

Loja Concord din Rotterdam a serbat recent
implinirea a 70 de ani de la initierea unui frate
al nostru. Emotionant! Evident, marcam aceasta
aniversare de exceptie. ,Fratele Arnold Daane nu
mai poate veni la loja, are 96 de ani. Dar loja
poate merge la el” - dupa cum spune in inche-
ierea articolului sau fratele Anne Brouwer.
Aceasta e Masonerie!

Revista contine un interviu cu Marele
Maestru al Marii Loji a Argentinei, pentru a
marca implinirea a 165 de ani de masonerie in
aceasta tara din America de Sud.

Am dorit sa marcam un moment special din
viata unui ilustru frate al nostru, Acad. Prof. Dr.
Irinel Popescu, care a implinit varsta de 70 de
ani, printr-un interviu pe care Profesorul ne-a
facut onoarea sa ni-1 acorde. Irinel Popescu este
un landmark al medicinei transplantului hepatic
si al chirurgiei robotice.

* %k %k

Sunt deosebit de onorat ca am fost numit in
corpul ofiterilor pentru urmatorul an masonic,
atat in loja mea engleza (ca Diacon Secund), cat
si in loja mea scotiana (ca Purtdtor de Biblie).

Revista FORUM MASONIC face tot ce 1i sta in
putinta sa restaureze si sa conserve spiritul
masonic. Va invit, asadar; sa ne cititi!

Interviurile sunt publicate si pe pagina
noastra de YouTube: https://youtube.com/c/
masonicforum.

uam Masonic

S

report from Torphichen Preceptory, a building
dating from the time of David I in 1140.
Torphichen Preceptory was the headquarters of
the Knights Hospitaller of Scotland, the local
base of operations for the Order's work, which
included sheltering and protecting pilgrims
visiting the Holy Land.

Concord Lodge in Rotterdam recently celebrat-
ed the 70" anniversary from the initiation of one
of our brethren. Exciting! Naturally, in this issue
of the magazine we mark this exceptional anni-
versary. “Brother Arnold Daane is no longer able
to come to the lodge, he is 96 years old. But the
lodge can go to him” - as Brother Anne Brouwer
says at the end of his article. This is Freemasonry!

This issue of the magazine includes an inter-
view with the Grand Master of the Grand Lodge
of Argentina to mark the 165" anniversary of
Freemasonry in this South American country.

We wanted to mark a special moment in the
life of one of our Illustrious Brethren, Acad. Prof.
Dr. Irinel Popescu, who turned 70 years old,
through an interview that he did us the honour
to grant us. Irinel Popescu is a landmark in liver
transplant medicine and robotic surgery.

k 3k ok

[ am particularly honoured to have been
appointed Officer for the next Masonic year,
both in my English Lodge (as Junior Deacon)
and in my Scottish Lodge (as Bible Bearer).

The MASONIC FORUM Magazine is doing its
best to restore and preserve the Masonic spirit.
So I invite you to read us!

The interviews are also published on our
YouTube channel: https://youtube.com/c/
masonicforum.
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Claudiu lonescu
de vorba cu / talking to

Acad. Prof. Dr. IRINEL POPESCU, MD
on his anniversary of 70 years old

imi doresc ca generatiile
urmatoare sa depaseasca
performantele noastre

Spre sfarsitul anului 1997, eu am devenit
Secretarul Lojii ,Phoenix’, din cadrul MNLR, iar
Oratorul Lojii era profesorul Irinel Popescu, inte-
meietor de scoala in domeniul
medicinei de top. In urmd cu
exact doudzeci de ani, profesorul
mi-a acordat un interviu in revis-
ta ,Forum Masonic”. Cu oameni
de calibrul domniei sale, Masone-
ria Universald a cdpdtat identi-
tate si s-a impus ca structurd
initiatica de elitd. Irinel Popescu
este constructor prin vocatie.

Domnule profesor, recent ati
fmplinit varsta de 70 de ani - o viatd
de om dedicatd salvdrii de vieti ome-
nesti, o viatd dedicatd studiului, cu
ore nenumdrate petrecute in sala de
operatie. Sd fiti sdndtos, domnule

| want future generations
to outperform us

Towards the end of 1997 I became the Secretary
of the “Phoenix” Lodge of the NGLR, and the Orator
of the Lodge was Professor Irinel Popescu, found-
ing father in the field of top-class
medicine. Exactly twenty years
ago, the Professor granted me an
interview in the “Masonic Forum”
Magazine. With people of his cali-
bre, Universal Masonry gained
identity and established itself as
an elite initiation structure. Irinel
Popescu is a builder by calling.

Professor, you recently turned 70
years old - a lifetime dedicated to
saving human lives, a lifetime dedi-
cated to study, with countless hours
in the operating room. May you be
healthy, Professor, and may you
bring health to your patients! Many

profesor, si sd aduceti sdndtate pa-

cientilor dumneavoastrd! La multi ani fericiti va doresc!
Multumesc foarte mult. Si dumneavoastra aceleasi

bune urari, si tuturor celor care urmaresc.

Multumesc. Ca profesor universitar, academician,
director de centru medical si chirurg de top aveti o vi-
ziune de ansamblu asupra medicinei romdnesti si sun-
teti o voce cu o incontestabild autoritate si experientd.
Ne puteti spune, grosso-modo, care sunt plusurile si
minusurile acesteia?

Cu permisiunea dumneavoastra, as incepe prin-
tr-un fel de butada poate putin neavenitd, dar n-am
retineri s-o spun. Am auzit-o si eu de la un batran
radiolog care fusese sportiv in tinerete si care ne
povestea despre celebrul fotbalist Petschovschi care
inainte de fiecare meci le spunea patronilor: ,Eu stiu
sd joc si de 500 de lei, si de 2000”. Astfel ca medicina
e un sector dependent, ca multe altele - poate chiar
mai mult -, de buget. Bugetul in Romania e cel pe
care-] stiti, adica, In termeni de comparatie, printre

happy returns!
Thank you very much. [ wish the very same to you
and to all our viewers.

Thank you. As a professor, a member of the Academy,
the director of a medical centre and top surgeon, you
have a general overview of Romanian medicine and are
a voice with undisputable authority and experience. Can
you tell us, broadly speaking, what are its strong points
and weak points?

With your permission, I would start with a quip
that might be a bit inappropriate, but [ have no reser-
vations in saying it. I heard from an old radiologist
who’d been an athlete in his youth. He would tell us
about the famous football player Petschovschi, who
before every game would tell the owners: “I know
how to play football worth 500 lei and I know how
play worth 2000 lei”. So medicine is a sector, like
many others - maybe even more so -, dependant
upon budget. The budget in Romania is as you know
it, that is, by comparison, among the last in the EU.
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ultimele din Uniunea Europeana. Deci nu putem avea
pretentii foarte mari. In aceste conditii, totusi existi si
niste plusuri care pleaca din cateva puncte. Unul e
traditia. Romanii au avut o traditie a scolii medicale
incepand din secolul XIX, cu profesori formati la Paris,
intorsi aici sa faca fap-
te mari - nu toti au si
reusit, dar asta e alta
poveste. Altul este un
anumit orgoliu profe-
sional. Cunosc destui
profesionisti care, in
ciuda conditiilor, une-
ori Impotriva orica-
rori evidente care-i
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So we can’t have too high demands. Under these cir-
cumstances, there are, however, some strong points
coming from several factors. One of them is tradition.
Romanians have had a tradition of the medical school
since the 19' century, with professors who'd studied
in Paris and returned to do great deeds -
not all of them succeeded, but that’s
another story. Another one is a certain
professional ego. [ know plenty of profes-
sionals who, despite the conditions,
sometimes against all odds directly con-
cerning them, and with many sacrifices,
really wanted to do something. Some of
them actually did. That is why Romanian
medicine still responds promptly, and in

priveau direct, si cu
multe sacrificii, au vrut neaparat sa faca ceva. Unii
chiar au facut. De aceea, medicina romaneasca raspun-
de inca la timp, bine, unui deziderat care tine, poate, de
mentalitatile locului: exista In subconstientul pacien-
tului roman convingerea ca el trebuie rezolvat foarte
repede. Notiunea de listda de asteptare e obisnuitd in
Canada si in alte tari, uneori perioadele de asteptare
dureaza luni, poate chiar un an. Pacientul roméan nu are
rabdare, trebuie rezolvat repede. As spune ca cea mai
mare parte chiar sunt rezolvati repede, atat cat poate
sistemul romanesc de sanatate sa-i rezolve. Multi din-
tre ei sunt rezolvati bine.

Unii dintre liderii de opinie in medicina romaneasca
sunt foarte bine inserati in circuitele internationale,
sunt conferentiari la multe din reuniunile internatio-
nale, sunt considerati autoritati in materie, iar ambitia
lor e sa performeze la acelasi nivel cu colegii lor din
Occident cu care se intdlnesc mereu la congrese si pe
care-i iau ca etalon si termen de comparatie. Unii si
reusesc. Lucrul dsta se rasfrange si in jos, in retea:
medici rezidenti se formeaza in asemenea centre cu
astfel de profesori si atunci, una peste alta, exista niste
plusuri, si 1n ceea ce priveste rapiditatea rezolvarii, de
multe ori, si In ceea ce priveste calitatea rezolvarii.
Exista si minusuri, care tin de viteza cu care se misca
lucrurile, si iardsi ne Intoarcem la buget. Tehnologiile
se schimba foarte repede, generatiile de aparatura se
schimba foarte repede. Uneori, recunosc, exista o ten-
dinta care se cheama in engleza ,industry driven”,
adica de a asculta interesele industriei in a adopta
tehnologii. Poate ca exemplul tipic este al robotului de
chirurgie. Nu putem sd nu tinem cont de asta, nu
putem sd nu ne aliniem la standardele zilei. Cum a fost
laparoscopia la inceput - era privita ca un lux. Astazi
nu se mai opereaza nimeni de colecist deschis, ar fi de
neconceput sa nu avem laparoscopie. Ca atare, aici
sunt niste minusuri, legate, inca o data, de insuficienta
bugetului, nu are rost sa ocolim acest fapt.

good fashion, to a desire stemming, may-
be, from local mentalities: in the subconscious of the
Romanian patient there is the conviction that they
must be solved very quickly. The idea of a waiting list
is common in Canada and other countries, sometimes
the waiting takes months, maybe even a year. The Ro-
manian patient doesn’t have patience, they need to be
solved quickly. I would say that the majority of them
indeed are solved quickly, to the limit of the Romanian
system’s ability to do so. Most of them are solved well.
Some of the leaders of opinion in Romanian medi-
cine are very well integrated in international circuits,
they lecture at many international gatherings, they are
considered authorities in the field and their ambition
is to perform at the same level as their colleagues in
the West, whom they always meet at congresses and
take as a standard and as a term of comparison. Some
of them, indeed, manage to do so. This has ramifica-
tions in a downward direction as well, throughout the
network: interns learn in centres like these with pro-
fessors such as these and so, overall, there are some
strong points, both in terms of how quickly the issues
are solved, quite often, and also in terms of the quality
of the solutions. There are also weak points, with
regards to the speed with which things are put in mo-
tion, and we come back to the budget issue. Technol-
ogies are changing very fast, generations of equipment
are changing very fast. Sometimes, [ admit, there is an
“industry driven” tendency, which means listening to
the interests of the industry in adopting new technol-
ogies. Maybe the typical example is the surgical robot.
We can’t overlook this, we can’t refuse to align to
current standards. Remember laparoscopy at first - it
was viewed as something of a luxury. Today, nobody
does open cholecystectomy anymore, it would be in-
conceivable to not have a laparoscopy. So there are
some weak points, again, connected to an insufficient
budget, there is not point avoiding this reality.
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Tdrile ca Romdnia au devenit, din pdcate, piete de
desfacere pentru mdrfurile produse in tdrile dezvol-
tate si, in acelasi timp, sursd de export de specialisti.
Romania inregistreazd un mare exod de medici. Invd-
tdmantul romdnesc universitar a devenit o pepinierd
de specialisti pentru strdindtate, pregdtiti fnsd pe
cheltuiala statului romdn. La asta se adaugd faptul cd
universitdtile romdnesti au sectii cu predare in limbi
strdine, ceea ce inseamnd crearea conditiilor pentru
hemoragia de specialisti in strdindtate. Ca profesor,
ca medic formator, care este opinia dumneavoastrd
asupra acestui fenomen?

Faptul ca se formeaza tineri din alte tari e un plus,
ei nu apartin medicinei romanesti, se Intorc acolo de
unde au venit. N-as spune cad ajung sa ne deranjeze,
din contra, ofera un plus de valoare scolii de medicina
romanesti. Ca sa nu exageram cu hemoragia creiere-
lor din Romania, probabil exista o tendinta ascunsa a
facultatilor romanesti sa scada atat de mult nivelul
incat tinerii nostri sa nu mai fie competitivi peste
hotare. Probabil ca asta e motivul principal, ca sa
oprim hemoragia creierelor. Dar, lasand orice gluma
la o parte, sd nu dramatizam.

Sunt tari cu un nivel mai ridicat decat al Romaniei
in care emigratia e un fenomen cunoscut. As lua ca
exemplu Italia. In cei trei ani pe care i-am petrecut in
Statele Unite am avut multi colegi italieni, dintre care
majoritatea au ramas acolo. Fenomenul este cunoscut,
nu stiu in ce masura continua si astazi, dar de-a lungul
timpului a fost evident. Nu s-a plans nimeni din cauza
asta. Raman destui tineri si aici, unii dintre ei foarte
dotati. Pe de alta parte, chiar in conditiile acestei ,he-
moragii a creierelor”, pun niste ghilimele, e din ce in
ce mai greu de obtinut un loc in medicina romaneasca.
Posturile care se scot astazi la concurs sunt mai putine
decat pe vremuri. Accesul la unele pozitii din marile
spitale si marile centre universitare e mult mai dificil,
asa ca si asta spune ceva. Am spus acum cativa ani
intr-un Simpozion ,Solomon Marcus”, pornind de la ce
spunea regretatul academician, ca nu mai trebuie sa
dramatizam, ci trebuie sa schimbam putin para-
digma fata de exodul creierelor, in acelasi timp
incercand sa valorificdm pozitiile foarte impor-
tante pe care le-au obtinut unii membri ai dias-
porei. Lucrul asta se IntAmpla permanent, pen-
tru ca nu exista categorie mai dispusa sa ajute
Romania, sa aduca in Romania nivelul cel mai
inalt de cunostinte si de tehnologie, decat dias-
pora romaneasca. Asadar, pe de-o parte regre-
tam ca acesti tineri au plecat, pe de alta parte
trebuie sa ramanem apropiati de ei si ei de noi,
si sa aducem nivelul cel mai inalt al medicinei
aici, acasa, cu ajutorul lor. Acest lucru chiar se
intdmpla. Cunosc destule exemple. Uneori exista
ceea ce se cheama ,,win-win situation”, pentru ca

Unfortunately, countries like Romania have become
markets for goods produced in developed countries and,
at the same time, an exporter of experts. Romania is
witnessing a large exodus of medics. Romanian academ-
ia has become a nursery for experts who are going
abroad, but educated on the expense of the Romanian
state. Add to this the fact that Romanian universities
have faculties that teach in foreign languages, which
creates the conditions for the bleeding of experts
abroad. As a professor, as a medical trainer, what’s your
opinion on this?

The fact that young people from other countries
are educated here is a plus, they do not belong to
Romanian medicine, they go back to where they came
from. l wouldn’t say they are a bother, on the contrary,
they offer added value to the Romanian school of med-
icine. So as not to exaggerate the bleeding of brains out
of Romania, there probably is a hidden tendency of
Romanian faculties to lower their level so much that
our youth aren’t competitive abroad anymore. That’s
probably the main reason for this, to stop the bleeding.
But, jokes aside, let’s not dramatize.

There are countries with a higher level than
Romania where emigration is a known phenomenon.
[ would take Italy as an example. In the three years
[ spent in the United States I had many Italian
colleagues, the majority of which remained there. The
phenomenon is well-known, I don’t know to what ex-
tent it continues to this day, but over the years it was
obvious. Nobody complained because of it. There are
enough young people who remain here as well, some
of them very gifted. On the other hand, even with this
quote-unquote “bleeding of the brains”, it is increasingly
harder to obtain a position in Romanian medicine. The
positions open now are fewer than before. Access to
some positions in big hospitals and large university
cities is a lot more difficult, so that says something as
well. A few years ago, at a “Solomon Marcus” Confer-
ence, | said something based on what the late member
of the Academy had stated, that we should stop dram-

. atizing and start shifting the
paradigm with regards to the
exodus of the brains, while at
the same time trying to capi-
talize on the very important
positions some of the mem-
bers of the diaspora have ob-
tained. This is something
that happens continuously,
because there is no category
more willing to help Romania,
to bring Romania to the high-
est level of knowledge and
technology, than the Romanian
diaspora. So, on the one hand,
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we are sorry that these young
people have left, on the other
we have to stay close to them
and they to us and bring the
highest level of medicine back
here, home, with their help. This
does happen. I know plenty of
examples. Sometimes there is
a win-win situation, because

unii dintre ei, ajunsi In pozitii foarte Tnalte acolo, aduc
tineri dotati din Romania, chiar supradotati as spune,
si i folosesc ca forta de munca - sigur, mai ieftina de-
cat forta de munca de pe piata respectiva - si cu rezul-
tate, uneori, mult mai bune.

Adevdrul prozaic este cd un chirurg nu are voie, in
general, sd aibd sentimente in timpul operatiei. Nu tre-
buie sd se lase coplesit nici de teamd, nici de panicd, nici
de ideea cd are in mdnd viata bolnavului. Ce simtiti dum-
neavoastrd in sala de operatii cdnd stiti cd totul depinde
de dumneavoastrd, de precizia gestului chirurgical si de
cunostintele medicale? V-a fost teamd vreodatd? Pe de
altd parte, puterea de a readuce la viata - iatd, sunt putin
patetic -, de a indrepta ceea ce nu mai functioneazd bine
in corpul omenesc, nu vd face sd vd simtiti putin altfel,
deasupra celorlalti, superior, ca un mic Dumnezeu?

Nu, nu, ca sa Incep cu sfarsitul - fara doar si poate
nu, acesta este raspunsul clar si transant. Ar fi o mare
eroare si un abort total gresit din punct de vedere pro-
fesional. Ajungand la prima parte a Intrebarii, in timpul
unei operatii nu prea ai timp sa gandesti In afara tim-
pilor operatori, gesturilor operatorii, leziunii pe care
trebuie s-o repari. De multe ori nici nu ai timp sa-ti fie
teama. Trebuie sa recunosc ca la inceputul meseriei de
transplantolog aveam o anumitd teama dupa ce sco-
team ficatul bolnav si atunci cand in fata mea era o fosa
hepatica goala si cand stiam ca daca noul ficat nu este
implantat in timp foarte rapid si daca nu functioneaza,
atunci acel pacient e un om mort. Asta creeaza o sen-
zatie de angoasa, pentru ca atunci cand faci operatii de
rezectie si de reconstructie chiar nu ai timp sa te gan-
desti deloc decat la leziune si la ceea ce faci. Cand ai in
fatd o fosa hepatica goala din care a disparut un organ
si tu trebuie sa-1 inlocuiesti rapid si la timp, iar el tre-
buie sa functioneze imediat, apare un anumit senti-
ment de teama pe care 1ti ia un timp ca sa-1 Invingi.

Aveti o statisticd a operatiilor pe care le-ati efectuat?
Cea mai dificild, cea care a durat cel mai mult, cea care
v-a solicitat cel mai mult?

Nu, nu am. Aici am o admiratie pentru colegii mei
care isi comunica zeci de mii de operatii. Nu-i o mese-
rie cantitativd, e o meserie calitativa. La un moment
dat intrebam, de exemplu, cam cate operatii se fac pe
sald intr-un mare spital si mi s-a raspuns ca depinde

some of them, who are in very high positions abroad,
bring gifted - even overgifted, I would say - young
people from Romania and use them as work force - of
course, cheaper than the workforce on the specific mar-
ket -, and with results that are sometimes much better.

The prosaic truth is that a surgeon generally can’t
have feelings during the operation. He mustn’t allow
himself to be overwhelmed by fear, panic, by the idea
that the patient’s life is in his hands. What do you feel
in the operation room when you know that everything
depends on you, on the precision of the surgical act
and medical knowledge? Were you ever afraid? On the
other hand, the power to bring someone back to life
- I am a bit pathetic now -, to fix what isn’t working
right in the human body: doesn’t it make you feel a bit
different, above the rest, superior, like a little God?

No, no, to start from the end - absolutely not, this
is the cut and clear answer. It would be a huge mis-
take and an entirely faulty professional approach.
Coming now to the first part of the question, during
an operation you don’t really have time to think out-
side of the operative times, the operative gestures,
the lesion you have to fix. Often times you don’t even
have time to be afraid. [ have to admit that when I
started as a transplantologist [ would feel a certain
fear after I would take out the sick liver and have in
front of me an empty hepatic fossa, knowing that if
the new liver isn’t implanted very quickly and doesn’t
work properly that patient is a dead man. This cre-
ates a sense of anxiousness, because when you do
resections and reconstructions you really have time
to think only about the lesion and what you are do-
ing. When you have a hepatic fossa in front of you
that’s missing an organ and you have to replace it
quickly and on time, and it has to start working
immediately, there comes a certain sense of fear
which takes a while to overcome.

Do you have a ranking of the surgeries you've per-
formed? The most difficult, the longest, the most de-
manding?

No, [ don’t. | have an admiration for my colleagues
who report tens of thousands of surgeries. This isn’t
a job based on quantity, but on quality. At one point I
would ask, for instance, roughly how many surgeries
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de operatie. Asa ca degeaba numeri, numarul asta in
sine nu spune nimic. Sunt operatii care dureaza trei
sferturi de ora sau o ora, sunt operatii care dureaza
douadsprezece ore. Ca sd va dau un exemplu, transplan-
tul hepatic la Inceputurile lui in Romania, in perioada
de pionierat. Pe atunci ficeam operatia de prelevare
de la donator, veneam cu ficatul, il preparam pe ceea
ce se numeste ,back table”, masa de operatii, inca o
ord, poate mai mult, dupa aceea extirpam ficatul bol-
nav al primitorului, dupa aceea implantam ficatul sa-
natos de la donator. Asta putea sa ia peste douaspre-
zece ore, uneori chiar spre douazeci si patru de ore, cu
drum cu tot atunci cAnd donatorul era la Oradea, la
Cluj sau la Targu Mures. Aici nu se numara orele, ore-
le n-au nici o relevanta, important este rezultatul. Un
terapeut, indiferent daca e chirurg, internist, sau orice
alta disciplina medicald, se judeca prin rezultate. Nu
prin viteza, cateodata nici prin eleganta de executie,
prin prestatia la masa de operatie, ci prin rezultat. In
final, acesta e singurul lucru care conteaza. Daca am
folosit mai devreme expresia ,industry driven”, medi-
cina este o industrie ,patient driven”, evolutia e dic-
tata de pacient, de asteptarile lui si de rezultatele pe
care le obtine medicul. Daca rezultatele sunt bune, nu
mai conteaza ca medicul e Tnalt sau scund, gras sau
slab, supereducat sau mai putin. Exista multe profiluri
de personalitati dar, in final, pentru pacient ceea ce
conteaza este rezultatul.

Sunteti cel care a introdus chirurgia roboticd in
Romania. E o paradigmd interesantd pentru cd, practic,

are done in each room in a big hospital and I was an-
swered that it depends on the surgery. So it’s pointless
to count, the number doesn’t say anything. There are
surgeries that take 45 minutes to an hour, there are
surgeries that take twelve hours - for instance, the
liver transplant at its beginnings in Romania, in its
pioneering stages. Back then I would harvest the liver
from the donor, come back with it, prepare it on the
so-called “back table”, the operation table, for another
hour, maybe more, then I would remove the sick liver
of the receiver, after that I would implant the healthy
liver from the donor. That could take over twelve
hours, sometimes even closer to twenty-four, if you
count the time spent traveling when the donor was in
Oradea, Cluj or Targu Mures. You don’t count the
hours here, hours are irrelevant, what is important is
the result. A therapist, no matter if he is a surgeon, an
internist or any other medical discipline, is judged by
their results. Not by their speed, sometimes not even
by the elegance of the execution, by the performance
at the operation table, but by the results. At the end
of the day, this is the only thing that matters. Earlier
[ used the phrase “industry driven” - medicine is a
“patient driven” industry, the evolution is dictated by
the patient, by their expectations and by the results
obtained by the doctor. If the results are good, it
doesn’t matter if the doctor is tall or short, fat or slim,
super-educated or less educated. There are many
personality profiles but, at the end of the day, what
matters for the patient is the result.

You are the one who introduced robotic surgery in
Romania. It’s an interesting paradigm because, basi-
cally, you perform a virtual surgery on a live patient
who is at a distance and only interacts with a machine
that is remotely — and precisely - controlled by the
surgeon. Human interaction is almost zero. Since for
most of us this is sci-fi, something absolutely fabulous,
I want to ask you, Professor, to describe what happens
in robotic surgery.

The current quote-unquote “robot” we have, Da
Vinci - but there will soon be others on the market, in
quite a significant number -, is a telemanipulator, it’s
not a true robot. A true robot is something you wind
up, you put it there and it sweeps the floor or does
something by itself. The Da Vinci telemanipulator, in-
accurately called a “robot”, allows the surgeon, who
sits at the console, sees everything better and in 3D by
having a significant magnification and can spot tiny
details of the operative point, to perform surgery in-
side the patient. Like you said, the surgeon is at a
distance. Usually, this distance is several meters away,
in the operation room. The surgeon is in the same
operation room, at the console, just like in laparosco-
py, through those small incisions. Robotic surgery is a
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faceti o operatie virtuald pe un pacient viu, dar aflat la
distantd, care interactioneazd doar cu o masindrie tele-
comandatd - cu precizie — de chirurg. Interactiunea
umand e zero. Fiindcd pentru majoritatea dintre noi
parte de domeniul SF-ului, ceva cu totul fabulos, am
rugdmintea, domnule profesor, sd descrieti ceea ce se
intdmpld in cazul chirurgiei robotice.

Actualul ,robot”, cu ghilimele, pe care-l1 avem, Da
Vinci - dar vor mai fi si altele in curand pe piata, chiar
in numadr important -, este un telemanipulator, el nu
este un robot in sensul adevarat al cuvantului. Un ro-
bot in sensul adevarat al cuvantului e intors cu cheita,
pus acolo si matura, sau face ceva singur. Telemanipu-
latorul Da Vinci, denumit impropriu ,robot”, permite
chirurgului, asezat la consola si vazand tridimensional
si mult mai bine si putand sa aiba o magnificatie im-
portantd, ajungand sa vada micile detalii ale punctului
operator, sa opereze inauntrul bolnavului. Asa cum
spuneti, chirurgul e la distanta. De obicei, aceasta dis-
tanta este de cativa metri in sala de operatie. Chirurgul
este in aceeasi sala de operatii, la consola robotului, si
prin bratele robotului manevreaza instrumente care
sunt introduse in interiorul bolnavului, la fel ca in la-
paroscopie, prin acele mici incizii. Chirurgia robotica
este o chirurgie minim invaziva, ca si laparoscopia.
Bratele robotului reproduc in interiorul bolnavului
gesturile chirurgului. Pana la urma cel care opereaza
este chirurgul, cel care manipuleaza instrumentele
este chirurgul si el efectueaza gesturile operatorii.
Vede mai bine, sta mai comod, mai ales pentru opera-
tii foarte lungi, nu mai oboseste coloana, nu mai obo-
sesc ochii, iar instrumentele de chirurgie robotica au
un varf cu sapte grade de libertate care permite o
foarte mare versatilitate. Intai permite accesul in spa-
tii foarte inguste, cum e pelvisul profund sau regiunea
subdiafragmatica, si in al doilea rand permite miscari
care reproduc aproape in intregime miscarile mainii
umane, ceea ce in laparoscopie nu se intampla. Este o
chirurgie minim invaziva, iar robotul este deocamdats,
practic, un telemanipulator. Robotul viitorului Tnsa in
mod sigur va fi un robot adevarat, un sistem mecanic,
dar la care, la fel ca In cazul robotului Da Vinci, va fi
atasata extrem de multa informatica. Si acum informa-
tica pe care se bazeaza robotul Da Vinci este tot la ni-
velul de procesare de date si de programe de dinainte.
Inteligenta artificiala e abia la inceput, aproape nu se
simte in cazul robotului Da Vinci. In sistemele robotice
ale viitorului va fi mult mai multa inteligenta arti-
ficiala. Elon Musk spune ca a oprit el cercetarile, dar
nu stiu cat va putea sa le opreasca. Inteligenta artifi-
ciala a viitorului, impreuna cu sisteme mecanice de tip
robot, va fi capabila sa opereze singura. Acela va fi un
robot real, pentru care chirurgul, din pacate, nu va mai
fi necesar. Dar ma intorc la ce spuneam mai devreme,
la interesul pacientului, deoarece un astfel de sistem

minimally invasive form of surgery, just like laparos-
copy. The arms of the robot reproduce the surgeon’s
gestures inside the patient. At the end of the day, the
surgeon is the one operating, the one manipulating the
instruments, the one performing the operative ges-
tures. The surgeon is able to see better, sit more com-
fortably, especially during long operations, the back
and the eyes don’t get tired anymore, and the robotic
surgery instruments have a point with seven degrees
of freedom that allows for great versatility. First - it
allows access to very narrow spaces, such as the pro-
found pelvis or the subdiaphragmatic region, and
second - it allows for movements that almost entirely
replicate the movements of the human hand, some-
thing which isn’t the case in laparoscopy. It’s a mini-
mally invasive form of surgery, and the robot is still,
for now, a telemanipulator. The robot of the future,
however, will certainly be a true robot, a mechanical
system to which, as is the case with the Da Vinci robot,
a lot of informatics will be attached. Even now, the
informatics that the Da Vinci robot is based on is at the
same level of data processing and programming as
before. Al is only in its initial stages, it's almost not
there in the case of the Da Vinci robot. In the robotic
systems of the future there will be more Al. Elon Musk
says he stopped the research, but I'm not sure to what
extent he will be able to stop them. The Al of the
future, together with robot-like mechanical systems,
will be able to operate by itself. That will be a real
robot, for which the surgeon, sadly, will no longer be
needed. But now [ have to come back to what [ was
saying earlier about the interest of the patient, be-
cause such a system will certainly obtain better results
than surgeons currently do.

So, basically, Al will be leading the process.
Yes, absolutely, yes. Right now there is a lot of in-
formatics in robotic systems too. After all, we are
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va obtine in mod sigur rezultate mult mai bune decat
obtin Tn momentul de fata chirurgii.

Deci, practic, inteligenta artificiald e cea care va
conduce procesul.

Da, categoric da. Si acum exista multa informatica
in sistemele robotice. In fond, e vorba de o cantitate de
informatii care trebuie culeas3, in ce priveste leziunea
pacientului - o tumora gastrica, sa spunem, unde e
localizata, cat de intinsa e, ce margini de rezectie tre-
buie sa asiguram, de unde pana unde ne intindem cu
rezectia. Chirurgul evalueaza aceste informatii cu min-
tea lui, le proceseaza cu mintea lui, ia decizii cu mintea
lui. Deja se stie ca viteza de procesare si capacitatea de
a procesa a sistemelor de inteligenta artificiala (care
au retele neuronale, ele definesc de fapt inteligenta
artificiala) depasesc mintea umana ca performante.

Stiu cd la inceput a fost prelevat ficatul de la dona-
tor uman aflat in moarte cerebrald, apoi de la un
pacient viu. In interviul de acum doudzeci de ani mi-ati
spus cd echipa lui Thomas Starzl studia foarte serios
posibilitatea fabricdrii genetice a unor porci al cdror
ficat sd poatd fi folosit in transplantul uman. Asta in-
seamnd cd fiecare pacient cu cirozd hepaticd ar putea
sd beneficieze in mod electiv - deci fdrd sd mai astepte
moartea unui donator - de o operatie de transplant.
Ficatul fiecdruia dintre pacientii aflati pe lista de as-
teptare poate fi fabricat” la cerere in functie de carac-
teristicile imunologice si cu ajutorul ingineriei genetice.
In ce stadiu ne afldm acum?

Din pacate nu foarte departe de stadiul in care ne
aflam acum douadzeci de ani. Cativa pasi s-au facut si,
atat cat am putut eu urmadri evolutia medicinei in ulti-
mii aproape cincizeci de ani, uneori prin aceste mici
acumulari la un moment dat dupa ele s-a ajuns la o
explozie si s-a ajuns la gasirea solutiei. Se cerceteaza
cel putin pe trei fronturi. Unul este acesta, al xenotran-
splantului, al transplantului cu organe de la animal,
modificate genetic. In primul rand modificate genetic
ca sd depaseasca bariera imunologica a gazdei care,
dupa cum stim, exista si in cazul transplantului de la
om la om si impune imunosupresie postoperatorie. Cu
atat mai puternica e in cazul transplantului de la ani-
mal la om si necesita protocoale speciale si de imuno-
supresie, si de plasmafereza, plus tratamente specifice
care sd inhibe o anume gena specifica. Aceste trata-
mente n-au avut prea mult succes pana acum. De-a
lungul istoriei, xenotransplantul a cunoscut cand pe-
rioade de avant, entuziasm si sperante foarte mari,
cand caderi, liniste, apoi iar s-a reactivat. Acum sun-
tem intr-o perioada de reactivare, as spune, dupa noile
procedee efectuate la Baltimore, care si In Romania au
fost destul de mediatizate, dar care, pana la urma nu
s-au soldat cu succes, din pacate. Asa s-a intamplat si

talking about a quantity of information that has to be
collected about the patient’s lesion - for a gastric tu-
mour, let’s say, where it’s localized, how spread it is,
what resection margins we have to ensure, how much
we have to extend the resection. The surgeon evalu-
ates this information in their mind, processes it in
their mind, makes decisions in their mind. We already
know that the processing speed and capacity of Al
systems (that have neural networks, this is what de-
fines Al) surpass the performance of the human mind.

I know that in the beginning there was one liver
harvested from a human donor who was in brain death,
and after that one from a live patient. In the interview
you gave me twenty years ago you told me that Thomas
Starzl’s team was very seriously studying the possibility
of genetically engineering pigs whose liver could be
used in human transplants. That means that every pa-
tient with cirrhosis could electively benefit from a trans-
plant operation - i.e. not wait for the death of a donor.
The liver of every patient on the waiting list could be
“produced” on demand according to the immunological
characteristics and with the help of genetic engineering.
Where are now in that regard?

Unfortunately, not very far from where we were
twenty years ago. Some steps have been made and,
from what I could observe about the evolution of med-
icine over the last almost fifty years, sometimes after
these small accumulations there has been a break-
through that led to finding the solution. Research is
done on at least three fronts. One of them is what you
said, xenostransplant, transplanting genetically mod-
ified organs from animals; genetically modified firstly
in order to surpass the immunological barrier of the
host which, as we know, exists in the case of human to
human transplants too and requires post-operative
immunosuppression. It is even stronger in the case of
animal to human transplants and require special pro-
tocols and immunosuppression, as well as plasma-
pheresis, plus specific treatments in order to inhibit
specific gene. These treatments haven’t had too much
success so far. Over the years, xenotransplant has
known periods of momentum, enthusiasm and very
big expectations, then it fell off the radar, everything
quiet, and then it reactivated. We are now in a period
of reactivation, I would say, after the new procedures
performed in Baltimore, which received quite a lot of
press in Romania as well but in the end weren’t, un-
fortunately, successful. This is what happened in the
90’s as well, during the last part of my internship at
Pittsburgh. Two liver transplants were made from
baboon to humans. Both failed after a while, one of
them faster, the other one later, but the patients didn’t
survive. Then it was shut down. Now it’s been picked
back up. The patient’s didn’t survive this time either.



Fbr'um Masonic

inainte, In anii '90, cand eram in ultima parte a sesiunii
mele la Pittsburgh. S-au facut doua transplanturi de
ficat de la babuin la om. Amandoua au esuat dupa o
vreme, unul mai repede, altul ceva mai tarziu, dar
totusi pacientii nu au supravietuit. Pe urma s-a oprit
povestea. S-a reluat acum. Nici acum pacientii n-au
supravietuit. Nu stiu daca asta e calea care va duce la
succes, dar vom vedea. O a doua cale este cea care pri-
veste celulele. Culturile celulare au avansat foarte mult.
De la culturi celulare - care Tnseamna celule hepatice,
cultivate in vitro - s-a ajuns la ceea ce denumim acum
,organoizi”, aglutinari de celule care prefigureaza vii-
torul organ, asa cum un embrion ajunge pana la urma
la organogenezd; dintr-un mic mugure pana la urma se
formeaza un organ. Aceasta filiera celula-organoid-or-
gan e pe drum, sa spunem. Depinde cat de repede sau
de incet vom ajunge la stadiul final, acela de a obtine
un organ plecand de la celule. In sfarsit, a treia cale este
cea a organelor imprimate, iar aici ne intoarcem la in-
formatica si inteligente artificiale - in ce masura aceas-
ta e capabild sa reproduca toate caracteristicile celulei
hepatice si ale celorlalte celule care alcatuiesc ficatul si
sa imprime, sa printeze, un organ intreg, un organ care
sa poata fi folosit pentru transplant. larasi, mi-e greu
sa spun cat de departe sau aproape suntem de aceasta
realizare. In mod cert, cum spuneam, mai devreme sau
mai tarziu una sau alta dintre aceste cai, sau poate a
patra cale, pe care deocamdata nu o banuim, va duce la
succes. Cat de devreme sau de tarziu se va intdmpla
acest lucru este foarte greu de prezis pentru ca la un
moment dat, de exemplu, in ce priveste xenotransplan-
tul, s-a crezut ca suntem foarte aproape, ca mai avem
putin si sigur se vor rezolva problemele si intr-un an-
doi vom fi acolo, vom ajunge sa transplantam organe
de la animale. De fapt, s-a constatat ca un fel de fata
morgana care, pe masura ce parea ca ne apropiem, in
aceeasi masura se departa.

Fdcand medicind de top, transplant hepatic, chirur-
gie roboticd, cu sigurantd ati avut momente foarte

[ don’t know if this is the path to success, we’ll see.
A second way has to do with cells. Cell cultures have
progressed a lot. From cell cultures - that is, in vitro
cultivated hepatic cells - we have reached what are
now called “organoids”, clusters of cells prefiguring
the future organ, just as an embryo eventually reaches
organogenesis; from a small bud an organ is eventual-
ly formed. This cell-organoid-organ connection is on
the way, let’s say. It depends on how fast or slow we
will reach the final stage, obtaining an organ starting
from the cells. Lastly, the third way are the printed
organs, and here we go back to informatics and Al -
how capable is the Al of replicating all the character-
istics of the hepatic cell and of the other cells forming
the liver and then print an entire organ, an organ that
can be used in a transplant. Again, it’s difficult for me
to say how far or close we are from achieving this.
Certainly, as I said, sooner or later one of these paths -
or maybe a fourth one, which at the moment we can’t
even suspect exists - will take us to a success. How
soon or late this happens is very hard to predict be-
cause at some point, for example, with regards to
xenotransplant, we thought we were very close, we
thought we needed just a bit more for the problems to
be solved and that in one or two years’ time we’d be
there, we’d be able to transplant organs from animals.
Actually, we found out it was sort of a morgana maid-
en, the closer we thought we got, the further it moved
away from us.

By performing top medicine, liver transplants,
robotic surgery you've certainly had very hard mo-
ments in your career. How did you manage to overcome
them and not give in to hopelessness which is, after all,
a very human feeling? At one time, in another inter-
view, you said that the patients saved are quickly for-
gotten, while the unfortunate cases can’t be forgotten.

Yes, it’s true. I think the main reason to overcome
such moments is the sense of duty towards all the
other patients whom you actually have the duty to
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grele in carierd. Cum ati reusit sd le depdsiti si sd nu
cedati, sd nu vd ldsati pradd deznddejdii care e, in defi-
nitiv, foarte umand? Ati spus mai demult, intr-un alt
interviu, cd pacientii salvati se uitd foarte repede, pe
cand cazurile nefericite nu se pot uita.

Da, e adevarat. Cred ca principala ratiune de a de-
pasi astfel de momente este simtul datoriei fata de
toti ceilalti pacienti pe care, de fapt, ai datoria sa-i
salvezi, poate tocmai in memoria celor pe care nu i-ai
putut salva. Trebuie sa-ti duci misiunea pana la capat
si, dacad e sa facem o echivalenta crestinad, sa-ti duci
crucea pana la capat.

Ati publicat ceva inedit, in afara lucrdrilor de spe-
cialitate, totusi avdnd o puternicd legdturd cu medi-
cina, un volum intitulat Viata si opera profesorului
Dan Setlacec. Mentionati in legdturd cu aceastd
aparitie editoriald: ,,Cartea nu doreste a fi o biografie
oficiald, ci mai degrabd viziunea cuiva care a avut
sansa sd cunoascd in mod direct o mare personalitate
si se simte dator sd depund mdrturie”. De ce o carte
despre profesorul Dan Setlacec?

Pe de-o parte dintr-o datorie morala pe care orice
elev cred cd o are fata de maestrul lui, sau cel putin ar
trebui s-o aiba. Pe de alta parte, pentru ca eu am in-
cercat sd urmez un model, un model care n-a fost
preluat suficient In memorialistica medicala roma-
neasca si care, in cazul meu, a fost cartea lui Teodor
Burghelea despre Nicolae Hortolomei, Viata si opera
profesorului Nicolae Hortolomei. Eu consider asta un
model-standard, pana la urma. Profesorul Burghelea
a scris despre viata si opera maestrului sau. E o carte
care nici nu stii cui se adreseaza, pentru ca partea
care se cheama Viata poate fi citita de oricine, partea
care se cheama Opera si pe care si Burghelea a dez-
voltat-o foarte larg in cartea despre Hortolomei si
care inseamna descrierea unor procedee sofisticate,
a unor operatii pe care numai cei din specialitate le
pricep. Asadar nu stii cui se adreseazd, de fapt, cartea,
dar a fost un model. Am fost genul care am incercat sa
urmez modele, atit cat am putut. Mi s-a parut ca daca
cineva a initiat o traditie si acel cineva a fost validat
ca unul dintre liderii medicinei romanesti pentru
vremea respectivd, generatiile urmatoare au datoria
sa preia acest model. Nu avem ce sa mai inventam, nu
trebuie sa inventam alte modele. Pe de alta parte,
suntem si noi obligati sa ducem mai departe aceasta
traditie pentru ca, asa cum Burghelea a scris despre
Hortolomei si altii despre maestrii lor, lon Fagarasanu
despre Ernest Djuvara, dar si alte carti pe acest mo-
del, si generatia actuala trebuie sa arate ca nu e o
generatie spontanee, cd s-a format la scoala unor
maestri, ca in medicina romaneasca exista o anumita
traditie despre care am si vorbit la inceput. Deci o
datorie moral3, intr-un fel, si este continuarea unui

save, maybe precisely in memory of those you couldn’t.
You have to see your mission through to the very end
and, if we are to use a Christian analogy, bear your
cross to the very end.

You'’ve published something never seen before, out-
side the field of specialty literature while still having
a strong connection to medicine, a book called The
Life and Work of Professor Dan Setlacec. Here’s
what you point out about it: “The book doesn’t claim
to be an official biography, but rather the perspective
of someone who has had the chance of directly know-
ing a great personality and feels it is his duty to
testify”. Why a book about Professor Dan Setlacec?

On the one hand, out of a moral duty which, I think,
every student has for their master, or at least should
have. On the other, because I tried to follow a model, a
model that wasn’t sufficiently used in Romanian “med-
icine memoir” literature, which in my case was Teodor
Burghelea’s book about Nicolae Hortolomei, The Life
and Work of Professor Nicolae Hortolomei. | consider
this a standard model. Professor Burghelea wrote
about his master’s life and work. You couldn’t really
say who this book is for because the part called The
Life can be read by anyone, whereas the part called
The Work, which Burghelea copiously extended, de-
scribes complicated procedures and operations that
only experts will understand. So you don’t really know
who the book is for, but it has been a model. I was the
type of person who tried to followed models as much
as I could. I've always felt that if someone starts a tra-
dition and that someone was validated as one of the
leaders of Romanian medicine at the time, future gen-
erations have the duty to pick up that model. We don’t
have anything left to invent, we don’t need to invent
other models. On the other hand, we ourselves have
the obligation of taking this tradition forward because,
just as Burghelea wrote about Hortolomei and others
have written about their masters, lon Fagarasanu
about Ernest Djuvara, but also other books following
this model, so the current generation must show that
it’s not a spontaneous generation, that it was trained
in the school of certain masters, that in Romanian
medicine there is a certain tradition which I touched
upon in the beginning. So a moral obligation, in a way,
and it carries on a model which I would want to see
carried on as much as possible.

And the second part of the previous question, Pro-
fessor: how important is the master-apprentice rela-
tionship? You have built things in medicine. Do you
have professional apprentices?

Involuntarily! I don’t know if I can call them ap-
prentices, I'm not sure if it's the best term. The fact is
that each of us, in a certain profession, forms some

11
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model pe care l-as vrea la randul meu continuat, in
masura in care se poate.

Si partea a doua a intrebdrii anterioare, domnule
profesor: cdt de importantd este relatia maestru-disci-
pol? Dumneavoastrd ati construit in medicind. Aveti
discipoli din punct de vedere profesional?

Vrand-nevrand! Nu stiu daca pot sa-i numesc dis-
cipoli, nu stiu daca e cea mai buna denumire. Fapt e ca
fiecare dintre noi, intr-o anumita meserie, formeaza
niste generatii si, la un moment dat, preda stafeta ge-
neratiei urmatoare. Ca membrii generatiei urmatoare
se considera discipoli sau nu ai generatiei precedente,
asta nu stiu. Am vazut in medicina romaneasca si per-
soane care considera ca medicina a inceput cu ei.
N-am o problema eu, personal, in sensul asta. Am in-
cercat sa inteleg orice fel de mentalitati. Unii care au
spus ca tot ce au facut Tnaintasii n-a fost bine, au in-
ventat ei totul. Normal ar fi sa consideram ca e vorba
de o succesiune de generatii si cel mai corect ar fi sa
vorbim de generatia urmatoare, nu neaparat de disci-
poli, pentru ca unora li se pare prea putin - cum pot
sa fie considerati discipoli cand unii dintre ei se con-
siderd acolo sus? Nu e cazul meu si al scolii pe care am
format-o la Fundeni, din contra, am avut sansa sa
formez elevi foarte buni si foarte capabili. Insd am
vazut in alte parti ideea asta ca nu datoram nimic
inaintasilor, iar termenul de discipol deranjeaza putin,
cumva totul Incepe cu noi, de fapt!

Domnule profesor, o intrebare care face parte din
setul oricdrui interviu: cum stati cu timpul? Aveti timp
pentru hobby-uri, pentru cdldtorii, pentru altceva decdt
medicind? De fapt, ce hobby-uri are Irinel Popescu?

Nu prea mai are nici un hobby, nici n-am prea avut,
din lipsa de timp. Cat despre timp, asta ma face sa-mi
amintesc de unul dintre mentorii mei pe care-l evoc
de multe ori, cu toate ca am facut meserii total diferi-
te, si anume de Solomon Marcus. Cand a implinit 90
de ani m-a intrebat: ,Cat poate sa traiasca un om,
domnule doctor?” Am vrut sa-i dau un raspuns opti-
mist: ,Sa zicem 120 de ani, ca in Biblie.” Mi-a raspuns:
»,Mie nu-mi ajunge, domnule, eu am multe proiecte!”
Asadar, cu timpul toti stdm prost, mai ales cand avem
multe proiecte si nu putem sa le terminam si timpul
se scurge. Pana la urmg, cineva angajat pe multe fron-
turi niciodata nu are timp suficient.

Va doriti ceva special, acum, in pragul frumoasei
dumneavoastrd vdrste?

Da. Ca orice profesor care a functionat ca mentor
pentru niste generatii de chirurgi, marea mea dorinta
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generations and, at a certain point, passes the torch to
the next generation. If the members of the next gener-
ation see themselves as apprentices of the previous
generation or not - that [ do not know. | have seen
individuals in Romanian medicine who are under the
impression that medicine started with them. [ don’t
personally have a problem in that regard. I have tried
to understand any sort of mentalities. Some have said
that nothing their predecessors did was good and
claim to have invented everything themselves. It
would be normal to view this as a succession of gen-
erations and the most correct way would be to speak
about the next generation, not necessarily apprentic-
es, because some consider this to be too little - how
could they be considered apprentices when some of
them think they are the very top? It’s not the case with
me and the school I founded at Fundeni, on the con-
trary, I've had the chance of training very good and
very capable students. But | have seen in other places
this idea that we don’t owe anything to our forebears
and that the term “apprentice” is quite bothersome,
that somehow everything starts with us, actually.

Professor, a question that appears in the set of any
interview: how much time do you have for hobbies, for
traveling, for anything else other than medicine? What
hobbies does Irinel Popescu have, actually?

He doesn’t really have any hobbies anymore. [ didn’t
really have any, because I didn’t have time. And, with
regards to time, I remember one of my mentors,
Solomon Marcus, who I often evoke even though we've
had completely different professions. When he turned
90 he asked me: “How long can a person live, doctor?”
[ wanted to give him an optimistic answer: “Let’s say
120 years, like in the Bible.” He told me: “That’s not
enough for me, doctor, [ have many projects!” So time
isn’t friendly with any of us, especially when we have
many projects and aren’t able to finish them and time
goes by. After all, someone who is engaged on many
fronts never has enough time.

Do you wish for anything special now, on the door-
step of your beautiful age?
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ar fi ca acestia sa depaseasca performantele pe care
le-a obtinut generatia noastra. E si normal sa fie asa,
pentru ca vor beneficia de alta tehnologie, de alte
posibilitati, de alt tip de medicina, imagistica va fi
mai buna, terapia intensiva va fi mai buna, mijloa-
cele chirurgicale mai bune - asadar, sa duca mai
departe si sa performeze la un nivel mai inalt in
chirurgia romaneasca.

Vd multumesc mult, domnule profesor, pentru
timpul dumneavoastrd si reiau urarea de la inceputul
intalnirii noastre: La multi ani fericiti!

Multumesc foarte mult! Daca-mi permiteti, in
incheiere, mi-as permite sa exprim si eu apreciere
deosebita asupra a ceea ce faceti. E principalul motiv
pentru care am fost onorat sa va acord acest inter-
viu. V-am urmarit activitatea de-a lungul timpului si
pot spune cd putini ziaristi de nisa, oarecum, au
dovedit o asemenea seriozitate intr-o perioada atat
de lunga de timp, o constantd in demersul pe care
l-au facut si o exigenta maxima fatd de aceasta me-
serie. Va felicit pentru tot ce ati facut si va doresc
mult succes mai departe.

Vd multumesc domnule profesor. Venind din partea
unuia de calibrul dumneavoastrd, inseamnd foarte mult
pentru mine. Va multumesc mult incd o datd.

Numai bine va doresc!

Yes. Like any professor who has been a mentor for
some generations of surgeons, my great wish is that
they surpass the performances achieved by our gen-
eration. It's something normal, because they will ben-
efit from new technologies, new possibilities, a new
type of medicine, imaging will be better, intensive care
will be better, surgical means will be better - so [ wish
for them to carry on and perform at a higher level in
Romanian surgery.

Thank you very much for your time, Professor, and
I will reiterate my wish for you from the start of our
meeting: Many happy returns!

Thank you very much. If you will allow me, as a last
remark, [ would take the liberty to express my great
appreciation for what you are doing. It is the main
reason why [ was honoured to grant you this inter-
view. | have been following your activity and I can say
that few (somehow niche) journalists have proven
such diligence over such a long period of time, such
steadiness in their endeavours and a maximum strict-
ness for this profession. I congratulate you for all you
have done and wish you best of luck going forward.

Thank you very much, Professor. Coming from some-
one of your calibre, it means a lot to me. Thank you once
again.

[ wish you all the best! ®

Sursa / Source: https://youtu.be/ySI98U2V6Us
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STEPHEN MARK GREGORY | PAGDC, WM of Internet Lodge No. 9659, UGLE

Cina de Gala -
Jubileul de Argint
al Lojii Internet

Weekend-ul Internet Lodge din martie 2023 a in-
ceput oficial vineri, 17 martie, cind mai multi membri
ai Internet Lodge nr. 9659, impreuna cu partenerii si
invitatii lor au participat la o cina in Bridge Street din
Manchester, pentru a sarbatori
cea de-a 25-a aniversare a consa-
crarii Lojei.

Loja a fost Incantata sa pri-
measca pe invitatul principal, pe
Drept Respectabilul Robert I
Frankl, Mare Maestru Provincial
pentru East Lancashire si pe sotia
sa, doamna Fiona Frankl. Dupa o
receptie Incantatoare cu prosecco
si tartine, Maestrul si principalii
nostri oaspeti au intrat in proce-
siune sub Indrumarea maestrului
de ceremonii, Dave Hedley.

Cuvantul de bun venit a fost
rostit de Maestrul Venerabil al
Lojii, Emmanouil Diamantas, iar

Internet Lodge -
Silver Jubilee
Gala Dinner

The Internet Lodge Weekend of March 2023 offi-
cially started on Friday 17" March, when several
members of Internet Lodge No. 9659, along with their
partners and guests attended a dinner in Bridge Street
Manchester, to celebrate the 25%
Anniversary of the consecration
of the Lodge.

The Lodge was delighted to
welcome as its principal guests
R. W. Brother Robert I. Frankl,
Provincial Grand Master for East
Lancashire and his wife, Mrs
Fiona Frankl. After a delightful
prosecco and canapes reception,
the Master and our principal
guests entered in procession un-
der the guidance of the Director
of Ceremonies, Dave Hedley.

Words of welcome were giv-
en by the Master, W. Bro. Em-
manouil Diamantas. Grace was

rugaciunea de catre capelanul
Lojii Internet, Venerabilul Frate Roy Morris.

Venerabilul Frate John Dutchman a facut apelul
nominal al fostilor Maestri Venerabili ai Lojii, dintre
care unii au putut fi prezenti. Tortul aniversar a fost
apoi taiat de catre Maestrul Venerabil, dupa care toti
s-au asezat la 0 masa excelenta, pregatita si servita de
Manchester Hall.

Dupa masa, care s-a incheiat cu o felie din tortul
aniversar, am tinut un toast in cinstea Regelui. Toastul
pentru Loja a fost propus de catre Drept Respectabilul
Mare Maestru Provincial, la care Venerabilul Frate
Chris White a raspuns In mod corespunzator. A urmat
divertismentul oferit de Estelle, care ne-a Incantat cu
un repertoriu de cantece din musicaluri si arii clasice.
0 multime de oameni fericiti si multumiti s-au retras
vorbind despre urmatorii 25 de ani.
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offered by the Chaplain, W. Bro.
Roy Morris.

W. Bro. John Dutchman gave a roll call of the Past
Masters of the Lodge, some of whom had been able to
attend. The celebratory cake was then cut by the
Worshipful Master, after which all assembled sat
down to an excellent meal, prepared and served by
Manchester Hall.

Following the meal, which ended with a piece of
the birthday cake, we had the toast to the King.
The toast to the Lodge was proposed by the R. W. Pr.
G. M. to which W. Bro. Chris White duly responded.
This was followed by entertainment from Estelle who
regaled us with a repertoire of songs from the
musicals and classical arias. A lot of happy and
contented people retired talking about the next
25 years. ®
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PHILIP J. HARRIS esq JP | Lodge St.John No. 280, Grand Lodge of Scotland

Calea ingusta The Strait Path

a Francmasonului of the Freemason
PREAMBUL PREAMBLE
Textul de fatad este un articol / o prezentare despre This is a presentation or paper on the path every

calea pe care ar trebui sd o urmeze orice Francmason  Freemason should follow in his masonic journey.
in calatoria lui masonica. Ea nu are nici un punct ter-  There is no terminus as it is a path of discovery. It is
minus, Intrucat este o cale a desco- also, an opening introduction for
peririi. De asemenea, este o intro- ” those wishing to be Freemasons
1.

ducere pentru cei care doresc sd with an outline of the expectations
d.evma FrancmAaso.nl slau asteptaj before joining. It is said it makes
rile conturate Inainte de a deveni

good men better but I must em-

membri. Se spune ca Francmaso- ., .
p phasis’s that it does not change

neria perfectioneaza oamenii buni, . .

o L < you. Years of involvement with the

Insa trebuie sa accentuez faptul ca . .. .
English Judiciary has convinced

nu te schimba. Ani intregi de acti- £ this. What th b do
vitate In sistemul juridic englezesc me ofthis. at.t e path can do s
help you evolve into the best man

m-au convins de acest lucru. Ce _ _
poate face calea este si v ajute sa or woman you can be. It s a philos-
ophy of self-help and learning.

evoluati In cea mai buna versiune
As advised by Rulers of my

a voastra. Este o filosofie a dezvol-
tarii personale si invatarii. Grand Lodge the only masonic se-
Asa cum au remarcat Conduca- crets are the handshakes, words
torii Marii mele Loji, singurele and tokens of the degrees. For this
taine masonice sunt strangerile de reason, I have omitted them from
mang, cuvintele si insemnele gradelor. Din acest motiv,  the text. As far as possible I have not used jargon or
le-am omis din text. Pe cat posibil, nu am folosit jargo-  the language of the original rituals or lectures. I hope
nul sau limbajul ritualurilor sau prelegerilor originale.  the person, man or woman, will be encouraged to be
Sper ca persoana care ascultd, barbat sau femeie, sa fie 5 potter Freemason. Or, if joining the Craft will be more
1nc11ra]ata Sa de\ilnavun F rancmason mat b‘{“ =S4 comfortable of the experiences they will have on their
daca tocmai se alatura Breslei, se va simti mai in largul h 1dh bri hasis back to th
i xperientele pe care le avea in drumul sau. Sper path. f would hope to bring some emphasis back to the
€l cu experienieie p . . L attention to the Scriptures, the Ritual, The True Three
sa readuc accentul pe atentia acordata Scripturilor, .. :
, . , o < , Grand Principles and the Catechism of the Craft Lec-
Ritualului, Celor Trei Mari Principii Adevarate si Cate- i
: . : . o tures. (www.webofhiram.org)
hismului Prelegerilor Breslei. [www.webofhiriam.org] . o .
With thanks to the writings of W L Wilmshurst and

Sunt recunoscator scrierilor lui W.L. Wilmshurst si _
fratilor mei indrumatori care m-au ajutat pAnd acum MY tutoring brethren who have help me thus far who

]

Pietre si Calauze. Companions, Stones and Guides.
UNDE INCEPEM SA NE GANDIM WHERE DO WE BEGIN TO THINK
LA FRANCMASONERIE? OF FREEMASONRY?
,In inima mea.” Orice barbat si orice femeie care fsi “In my heart”. To every man or woman entering the

doreste sd intre in Breasla Francmasoneriei trebuie si ~ Craft of Freemasonry they must be prepared in their
fie pregatit sau pregatitd in adancul inimii. Pentru a  heart. To make that first step towards the fraternity a
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face acel prim pas catre fraternitate este nevoie de o
dorinta de cunoastere, de dezvoltare, si de niste curaj.
S-ar putea spune ca este o chemare, sau poate o voca-
tie. Este de datoria individului sa decida care dintre
ele. Francmasoneria nu este un club social, o retea sau
altceva de genul acesta. Exista multa socializare, multe
mese, intalniri si un sentiment de infratire, dar in
esentd este o organizatie filosofica de dezvoltare per-
sonald. Ar trebui sa fie o experienta pe toata durata
vietii si probabil va va solicita tot mai multa atentie pe
masura ce sapati in profunzimile ei si permiteti cu-
noasterii descoperite acolo sa va 1nalte in locul acela
de pace, iubire si armonie 1n sinele vostru.

O altd conditie este credinta intr-o fiinta superi-
oara. Observati ca aceasta fiinta nu este definita sau
descrisa in vreun fel. Cel mai bine este sa o considerati
o credinta intr-un principiu al ordinii si regularitatii
care controleaza existenta si scopul tuturor lucrurilor.
Legile imuabile ale naturii sunt, poate, un semn de
ordine si buna gestionare, si trebuie sa ne gandim la
inceputul vietii si al tuturor lucrurilor.

Daca sunteti credinciosi si practicanti ai unei religii
este important sa continuati in aceasta directie. Franc-
masoneria nu este un substitut pentru religie si nici
nu profeseaza o Zeitate alta decat recunoasteti deja.
Credinta voastra este importanta si veti fi sprijiniti in
credintele voastre. Prindeti curaj, priviti cdtre cartea
voastra sfantd, pe care o numim Cartea Legii Sfinte
(CLS). Contine multe dintre subiectele despre care
vom discuta in textul de fata.

Simbolurile vor reprezenta o parte importanta din
educatia voastra masonica si ar fi intelept sa le stu-
diati, deoarece sunt explicate in termeni simpli. Au
intotdeauna un sens mai profund si contin multe
secrete si mesaje pentru cilitor. Impartisiti constant
cu ceilalti ceea ce ati descoperit. Simbolurile vorbesc
in adancul fiintei fiecaruia dintre noi si vor insemna
lucruri diferite pentru oameni diferiti.

Ca sa subliniez acest lucru, ganditi-va la adevarul
matematicii, la regularitatea raportului numarului de
aur 1,618, sau, mai direct, la geometrie, care contine
niste adevaruri minunate care demonstreaza un ade-
var etern. Chiar exista mai multe adevaruri. Sunteti
bineveniti sa le cercetati, deoarece adevarul este unul
dintre Marile Principii ale Francmasoneriei.

[ata un Simbol binecunoscut, reprezentarea mea
favoritd a Echerului si a Compasului. Litera G vine de
la, God” (Dumnezeu), de la ,,Geometrie”, sau doar mar-
cheaza Centrul? Vedeti, exista mai multe interpretari
ale simbolurilor si fiecare inseamna altceva. Ne vor-
besc in profunzimile subconstientului.

Sunt convins ca multi membri nu cred intr-o fiinta
superioara cu personalitate sau imaginatie. Eu, personal,
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desire for knowledge, a wish to develop oneself and
some courage is needed. This may be described as a
calling and perhaps a vocation. It is up to the individ-
ual to decide which. Freemasonry is not a social club,
a network or anything else. There is much of Social,
dining, meetings and fellowship but essentially it is a
Philosophical organisation of self-help and personal
development. It should be a lifelong experience and
will probably take up much of your attention the more
you delve into its depth and allow the knowledge
contained to lift you to that place of peace, love and
harmony in self.

A further requirement is described as a belief in a
superior being. Note that this being is not defined or
described in any why. It is best to consider this as a
beliefin a principle of order and regularity controlling
the whole existence and purpose of everything. The
unmovable laws of nature are perhaps a sign of order
and good management and we must consider the be-
ginning of life and all things.

If you have a faith and practice this in a religion it
is important that you continue in this. Freemasonry is
not a substitute for religion nor is it professing any
Deity other than you already recognise. Your faith is
important and you will be supported in your own be-
liefs. Be encouraged, look to your holy book, which we
describe as the Volume of Sacred Law (VSL) it contains
much of what we will speak of in this paper.

Symbols will figure greatly in your Masonic Edu-
cation and it would be wise to study these as they are
explained in simple terms. There is always a deeper
meaning and contain many secrets and messages to
the traveller. Share with others regularly what you
have found. Symbols will speak deep into each of
us and will mean many different things to different
people.

To amplify this, consider the truth of mathematics,
the regularity of the ratio of the Golden Number 1.618
or more directly geometry that contains some won-
derful truths for the demonstration of an eternal truth.
There are more truths. You are welcome to research
these, as truth is one of the Grand Principles of Free-
masonry.

Here is a well-known Symbol. My personal pre-
ferred representation of the Square and Compasses.
The G is it either for G-d or Geometry or does it just
mark the Centre? You see, there are interpretations of
symbols and each mean something different. They
speak deep into our subconscious.

[ am sure many members do not believe in a su-
perior being of a personality or imagination. I am
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nu am nimic impotriva, deoarece experienta mi-a aratat
ca ateii declarati pot avea un caracter mai moral si ver-
tical decat multi ,credinciosi”. Au marturisit adevarul
faptului ca nu cred, insa si-au dat seama ca sunt supusi
legii naturale. Desi nu li se permite accesul in Franc-
masoneria regulard, unele structuri masonice 1i primesc
pe atei.

Prin urmare, cand intrati intr-un Templu Masonic
credintele va vor fi puse la Incercare si veti asculta o
rugaciune masonica. Invocarea i se adreseaza Marelui
Arhitect al Universului, un termen general care cuprin-
de toate numele Divinitatii catre care privim cu totii.
E intelept sa va fie limpede in ce credeti cu adevarat si
sa fiti dispusi sa luati parte la o astfel de provocare.
Credeti Intr-un Univers Ordonat si in adevarul regula-
ritatii legilor naturii care ne-au facut sa existam?
Puteti transpune acest adevar in cuvinte, in cadrul a
ceea ce noi numim rugaciune? Sunteti dornici sa inva-
tati lucrurile pe care vi le putem impartasi si prin care
va putem ghida? Daca da, atunci poate ca sunteti pre-
gatiti cu inima. Ganditi-va la aceste lucruri si lamu-
riti-va. Francmasoneria ar trebui sa fie un angajament
pe viata. Fiti siguri, lamuriti si luati-va angajamentul
de a contribui pe masura ce Invatati. Daca va aflati in
Masonerie fara educatie, instruire sau angajament fata
de ritual si catehism, va sugerez sa plecati.

Prima lectie invatata este sa va depasiti teama si sa
aveti incredere Intr-o calauza sau invatator. Va aflati in
intuneric, In absenta luminii sau chiar a Luminii Maso-
nice. ,E ceva obisnuit ca un copil sa se teama de in-
tuneric, insd mai rau e ca un adult sa se teama de
Lumind.” Chiar se intdmpla. Dar, cu inima deschisa si
increzatoare, puteti merge mai departe.

Lumina Masonica este cunoasterea descatusata de
prejudecati si superstitie. Pasii sunt in cautarea unui
Maestru care sa va invete si sa va calauzeasca. Prin
smerenie si incredere veti demonstra ca admiteti do-
rinta de cunoastere si acceptati faptul ca nu conteaza
bogatia materiald, ci valoarea autentica pentru ceilalti
oameni.

in termenii filosofiei masonice, intrim in Templul
Breslei ca indivizi iregulari, aflati In Intuneric, pierduti,
fara disciplina, in nevoie si neinstruiti. Primii pasi sunt
simbolici pentru neregularitatea persoanei, dar nu
sunteti lasati mult timp 1n aceasta postura trista. Ca-
latoria incepe spre Est, unde se afla asezat Maestrul
Venerabil al lojii. Sunteti In cautarea unui Maestru, sau
in cazul de fatd a unui Indrumator sau Cilduzi. Au loc
tot felul de prezentri si veti gisi un ,Indrumétor ma-
estru iscusit” care sa va conduca pe calea cea dreapta.

Prima lectie care trebuie invatata este empatia,
atunci cand e pusa la incercare compasiunea fata de
ceilalti oameni si frati ai vostri. Din aceasta lectie ar
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personally happy with this. As experience has shown
me that professed Atheist can have a more moral and
upright character than many “believers”. What they
confessed was their truth in not believing but realis-
ing that they were ordered and subject to the natural
law. Whilst Atheist are not permitted in regular Free-
masonry some constitutions do.

Therefore, on entering a Masonic Temple you will
be challenged on your beliefs and listen to a Masonic
prayer. The invocation is the Great Architect of the
Universe. A general term to cover all titles of the Deity
we each look to. It is wise to be clear in your mind as
to what you truly believe and are content to partake
in such a challenge. Do you believe in an Orderly
Universe and the truth of the regularity of the laws of
nature that caused us to exist? Can you verbally ac-
knowledge the truth of this in what we call a prayer?
Are you keen to learn what we can teach and guide
you through? If so, you are perhaps prepared in your
heart. Think on these things and be clear. Freemason-
ry should be for a lifelong commitment. Be sure, clear
and commit to contribute as you learn. If you find
yourself in Masonry with no education, teaching or
commitment to the ritual and the catechism, | suggest
you move.

The firstlesson learnt is to overcome fear and trust
a guide or teacher. You are in darkness in the absence
of light or even Masonic Light. “It is usual for a child to
be afraid of the dark but what is worse is an adult
afraid of the Light”. It does happen, with your heart
open and trusting you may proceed.

This Masonic Light is knowledge unfettered by
prejudice and superstition. The steps are to seek a
Master to teach and guide. In humility and trust you
will demonstrate your acknowledgement of a desire
for knowledge and acceptance that you are without
true wealth and value to your fellow man.

In terms of masonic philosophy, we enter the Craft
Temple as irregular, in darkness, lost, out of disci-
pline, in need and untutored. The first steps are con-
sidered symbolic of irregularity in the person but you
are not long left in this sad position. Your journey
begins towards the East, where the Master of the
lodge sits. You are in search of a Master or in this case
a Tutor or Guide. Introductions of sorts take place and
you will find a “skilled artist Tutor” to lead you on the
strait path.

The first lesson to learn is empathy, when your
compassion for your fellow man and brethren present
it put to the test. From this lesson you should perceive
that this means much more than cash handouts. Such
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trebui sa intelegeti ca empatia inseamna mult mai
mult decat o donatie de bani. Astfel de daruri sunt o
fanfaronada publica a certificatelor si medaliilor, care
doar va stimuleaza orgoliul. Lucrurile acestea sunt
contrare CLS fata de care ati depus juramantul, cum
sunt si fata de versetele din Matei VI, 4. Realist vor-
bind, vi se va cere sa alinati nevoile tuturor celor care
vin catre voi - sa vindecati, sa invatati, sa Ingrijiti, sa
sprijiniti emotional, sa vizitati, sa oferiti ajutor, sa ofe-
riti ,o vorba buna”, sa ajutati si, mai presus de orice, sa
aratati iubire. Nu e ceva impovarator, pentru ca nu vi
se cere sa faceti sau sa dati decat dupa putinta resur-
selor, si nu in detrimentul familiei sau serviciului. Sa
nu cadeti niciodata in capcana aplauzelor publice,
pentru ca gesturi precum cele de mai sus ar trebui
facute in liniste si In intimitate. Ramasi fara toate
obiectele de valoare, veti invata mai intai sa rezonati
cu cei nevoiasi, nu doar sa-i compatimiti.

Veti fi instruiti cum sa cautati sa va perfectionati,
folosindu-va constiinta in tot ce faceti si vorbiti. Prin
autoexaminare si analizand lucrurile pe care le-ati
putea face, sau pe care le-ati putea face mai bine, va
veti dezbara de toate obiceiurile si cuvintele neglijen-
te care ar putea jigni sau starni polemici. Veti deveni
mult mai serviabili fata de ceilalti oameni si veti fi
parteneri, fii, frati si tati mai buni.

Ar fi bine sa invatati asa-numitele Arte Liberale si
Stiintele, pentru ca prin cunoastere crestem ca indi-
vizi, Invatam, analizam, contestam, intrebam, cautam
alternative si ne stabilim propriul punct de vedere. Ne
amintim mereu ca e posibil sa nu existe un raspuns
corect sau gresit, ci o ocazie de a Invata mai mult prin
dezbateri si discutii echilibrate si cinstite. Astfel, veti
purta conversatii mult mai informate si veti avea o
anumita autoritate in baza careia sa va Impartasiti
opiniile si altora - cu exceptia religiei si politicii, su-
biecte care nu trebuie deschise niciodata in Loja.

Veti primi cu bucurie corectarile, in caz ca v-ati
abate de la comportamentul integru care e asteptat de
la voi. Totodata, va veti purta cu blandete si smerenie
fatd de fratii vostri. In calitate de Maestri Masoni, se
afla acolo ca sa va ajute. Ar trebui sa cautati binele
exemplificat n altii si sa Incurajati buna vietuire in
societate. Fiti deschisi sa-i primiti pe altii care vor sa
invete de la voi cu aceeasi smerenie pe care o are in-
drumatorul vostru fata de voi.

URMATORUL PAS

Dupa ce ati depasit teama si ati invatat sa aveti
incredere, de ce Incredere mai mare e nevoie sa va
ganditi la Univers, la principiile care ordoneaza toate
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gifts are full of ego boosting public fanfare of certifi-
cates and medals. These are contrary to the VSL that
you took your obligation on as in verses Matt 6:4.
Realistically you will be required to succour the needs
of all who come to you. To heal, teach, nurse, support
emotionally, visit, aid, give the ‘gracious word’, help
and above all show love. This is not onerous as you are
expected only to do or give what is within your re-
sources and not to the detriment of your family or
work. Never fall into the trap of taking public applause
for such as it should be done quietly and privately.
Divested of all valuables you will first learn to feel with
the needy not just sympathise.

You will be instructed how to strive to perfect
yourself using your conscience in all you do and
speak. By self-examination and review of what you
could do, or be better at doing, you will chip off all
those habits and careless words that cause offence
or dispute. You will become more serviceable to
your fellow man and be a better partner, son, broth-
er and father.

You should study what we call the Liberal Arts and
Sciences. As by knowledge we grow as an individual,
we learn, review, challenge, inquire, seek alternatives
and establish our own point of view. Ever we remem-
ber there may be no right or wrong answer but an
opportunity to learn more in balanced and fair argu-
ment and discussion. As such your conversation will
be more informed and you will have some authority
in which to share a point with others. Excluding the
subjects of religion and politics which should never
be raised in Lodge.

You will welcome correction, should you move
away from the upright behaviour expected of you.
You will also maintain a meek and humble deport-
ment with your brethren. As Master Masons they are
there to assist. You should seek the good exemplified
in others and ensure the encouragement of good
citizenship. Be open to receive others who wish to
learn from you with the same humility shown to you
but your tutor.

FURTHER STEP

Having overcome fear and learnt to trust, what
greater trust is needed to consider the Universe, the
ordering principles of everything, the beginning and
the end. Fear should have become awe of the magnif-
icence of creation. To some this would be the deity of
their personal beliefs, to others the signature of order,
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lucrurile, la inceput si la sfarsit! Teama ar trebui sa fi
devenit minunare fata de cat de magnifica e creatia.
In cazul unora ar fi vorba despre divinitatea din cre-
dintele lor personale, pentru altii este semnul ordinii,
armoniei si continuitatii lucrurilor. Vorbim despre
o creatie sau o existenta mare, asa ca sa ne bucuram
de ea.

Aflam acum despre o cale serpuitoare a vietii, scara
spiralata a experientei si progresului, a trecerii de la
intuneric la lumina. Nu mai intram in intuneric si in-
tram In lumina totala a zilei impreuna cu fratii nostri.

[ata aici diferenta dintre cuvintele Strait (Ingust)
si Straight (drept). Ne aflam pe o cale Ingusta care nu
e usor de gasit, se Intoarce si se rasuceste, dar cu
toate acestea inainteaza spre telul nostru. Calea
Dreapta, cea care ne duce direct la capatul ei, nu este
calea noastra. O astfel de cale e o diversiune si ne
poate prinde In capcana in zone lipsite de valoare si
inselatoare. Trebuie sa experimentam si sa Tnvatam
despre numeroasele lucruri pe care le observam de-a
lungul vietii.

Ca exemplu masonic, o scara in spirala ne face sa
privim in jurul nostru, catre exterior, catre multe per-
spective, in drumul parcurs de jos in sus. E posibil ca
pe drum sa existe camere de studiu sau experienta,
insa destinul nostru se afla mai sus si ne cheama de la
o experientd la alta. Nu avem decat un timp limitat pe
pamant, asa ca trebuie sa ne umplem si folosim timpul
pentru dezvoltare personald, cat mai e vreme.

Aici invatam despre Centru. Acest echilibru este
descris drept punctul din cerc. Trebuie sa fim consti-
enti de pericolele de a ne afla prea departe intr-o di-
rectie. Ganditi-va la un cerc si cele 360 de grade ale
lui. Nu vom discuta decat despre patru dintre ele.
Luati drept exemplu compasul. In Estul Spiritual pu-
tem fi cu mintea atat de Indreptata spre ceruri Incat
sa nu mai fim de vreun folos lumesc pentru aproapele
nostru. In Vestul rational si fizic am putea fi orbiti de
intransigentd, ferm convinsi si incapabili sa ITnvatam
mai multe decat ceea ce vedem in mica noastrad lume.
Lumina stralucitoare a cunoasterii aruncata de Soa-
rele amiezii la Sud poate fi locul nostru pentru mari
fnvatdturi, dar atunci inseamna ca suntem pe calea
dreapta si distrasi de la lumea mai ampla a experien-
tei. Sau poate ne place sa saldsluim In cele mai adanci
firide din Nord, traind in ignoranta perpetud, experi-
mentand putin si nestiind nimic. Calea noastra este
drumul serpuitor al invatarii si experientei.

Aici se afla Centrul nostru, pe care il putem numi
Centru Divin, sau punct de echilibru. Suntem con-
stienti de sinele nostru, de altii, de un Centru Divin, un
loc al echilibrului si ordinii perfecte din viata noastra.
Este fundamental in Francmasonerie. Este locul in
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harmony and continuance of all things. It is a big cre-
ation or existence so enjoy it.

We now learn of a winding path of life, that spiral
staircase of experience and progress, darkness to
light. No longer entering darkness we come into full
light of day with our brethren.

Here is the difference between the words Strait
and Straight. We are on a strait path that is not easy
to find it turns and twists but none the less is pro-
gress towards our goal. The Straight path, one which
is direct to the end, is not our way. For such a path is
adiversion and can trap us in areas with no value and
deceptive. We are to experience and learn of many
things observed in the passage of life.

For a masonic example a spiral stair makes us look
around, outwards to many views from the bottom to
the top. There may be rooms of study or experience
along the way but we have our destiny higher up and
calling us from one experience to the next. We have
but an allotted time on earth so we should fill and use
our time in personal development whilst we can.

Here we learn of Centre. That balance described as
the point in the circle. Being aware of the dangers of
being too far in one direction. Consider the circle with
360 degrees. We will consider but four. Take the com-
pass as an example. In the Spiritual East we can be so
heavenly minded to be of no earthy use to fellow man.
In the rational and physical West we can be bound by
intransience, firm in conviction and unable to learn
more than we see beyond our own little world. The
bright light of the knowledge of the noon day Sun in
the South can be our place of great learning but we are
then on the straight path and distracted from the wid-
er world of experience. Or we might like to dwell in the
darkest recess of the North, live in perpetual igno-
rance and experience little and know nothing. Our
path is the winding road of learning and experience.

Here is where our Centre, we may call the Divine
Centre, or place of balance is. We are aware of self,
others, a Divine Centre, a place of perfect balance and
order in our lives. It is fundamental in Freemasonry. It
is the place where you are. The Temple about you is
only a metaphor for your whole being. The Officers
and members about you are your component parts.
This is something you should think on and try to un-
derstand yourself by self-examination and contempla-
tion. Your Tutor should guide you in this and no doubt
you will eventually understand the principles of our
Craft working on you.

Able to call in from the rational, the spiritual and
knowledge sources available to us whilst being aware
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care va aflati. Templul din jurul vostru este doar o
metafora pentru intreaga voastra fiinta. Ofiterii si
fratii din jurul vostru sunt, de fapt, elementele ce va
compun. E bine sa va ganditi la asta si sa Incercati sa
intelegeti singuri, prin autoreflectie si cugetare. In-
drumatorul vostru trebuie sa va calauzeasca in sensul
acesta si fara indoiala veti Intelege in cele din urma
principiile Breslei noastre lucrand Indauntrul vostru.

Ar trebui sa ne putem alimenta din sursele ra-
tionale, spirituale si de cunoastere pe care le avem la
dispozitie, fiind 1n acelasi timp constienti de igno-
ranta si lipsuri. A ne afla mereu doar in locul acela
unde exista pacea si armonia e un ideal catre care
tindem cu totii pe calea ingusta.

Acum trebuie sa privim catre ,misterele mai as-
cunse ale naturii si stiintei”. Din nou, nu va temeti,
pentru ca mintea dornica de cunoastere e cea care ne
conduce la calcul, algebra, zborul in spatiu si fuziunea
nucleara. Dincolo de ele avem nivelurile mai profunde
de intelegere a lumii, a oamenilor, simbolurilor si prin-
cipiilor care ne tin mintea si trupul sanatoase.

Mai departe primim instructiuni despre cum sa
ducem o viata cumsecade, cinstitd, moderatd, sa fim
drepti 1n tot ceea ce facem si sa fim cinstiti, fara pla-
nuri ascunse, si fara a cauta sa ne consolidam orgoliul.
Orgoliul este obstacolul in calea iubirii fata de toata
omenirea, i lipsesc inima si limba binevoitoare care
ar trebui sa-l incurajeze pe orice ucenic al Breslei.
Orgoliul nu-si are locul in viata noastra - calea noastra
este lepadarea de sine si fapul cd ne consideram egalii
tuturor celorlalti, fara prejudecati, distorsiondri de
perceptie sau dispret. [ubirea Divina trebuie cultivata,
si trebuie sa Invatam ce inseamna blandetea. Blan-
detea nu inseamni slibiciune. Inseamna sa stii c3 esti
plin de resurse in timp ce ai sabia la fndeman3, in
teaca si pregatitd, dar avand numai rareori nevoie de
ea. Cele trei mari principii ale noastre sunt Iubirea
fraternd, Ajutorarea si Adevarul.

INTUNERICUL MORTII

Aici Invatam ca lucrurile pe care le-am adunat in
viatd sunt trecatoare. Totul poate fi pierdut. Destinul
nostru inevitabil. Infruntarea celei mai mari frici a
noastre este un triumf daci o putem depasi. Invatand
cum sa mori si sa renunti la tot.

Daca am aplicat asupra noastra instrumentele care
ne-au fost oferite in cadlatoria de pana acum, vom fi
adunat o oarecare perspectiva asupra noastra si poate
ca vom obtine o oarecare pace in mintea noastra cu
privire la acest adevar ingrozitor. Caci e mai bine ,sa
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of ignorance and want. Being nowhere but in that
place of peace and harmony continuously exists is an
ideal we will strive for on the strait path.

Our place here is now to look at “the more hidden
mysteries of nature and science”. Again, do not fear as
this enquiring mind that leads us to calculus, algebra,
space flight and nuclear fusion. Beyond which we have
the deeper levels of understanding the world, its
people, symbols and the principles that keep us sound
in mind and body.

We take further instruction on a regulated life of
being fair, moderate, be upright in all dealings and
ensure clarity with no hidden agenda’s or seeking to
build ego. Ego is that obstacle to love of all mankind,
lacking a gracious heart and tongue that would en-
courage the student of the craft. Ego is no place in our
life, selflessness is our way and considering ourselves
as the equal of all without prejudice, bias or distain.
The love that is Divine is to be cultivated and we must
learn the meaning of meekness. Meekness is not
weakness. It is being known as resourceful with the
sword at your side sheathed and ready but seldom
needed. Our three grand principles are Brotherly love,
Relief and Truth.

THE DARKNESS OF DEATH

Here we learn that what you have gathered in life
is transient. All can be lost. Our inevitable destiny.
Facing up to, what is often man’s greatest fear is a
triumph if we can overcome it. Learning how to die
and give up everything.

If we have applied ourselves to the tools given to us
in our journey so far. We will have gathered some in-
sight into ourselves and perhaps obtained some peace
in our minds about this awful truth. For it is better “to
live respected and die regretted” than to leave chaos,
unhappiness and strife.

Each of us will want some hope of a future or per-
haps only that we have left the world a better place for
having lived in it. Hope as signed in the morning sky
by that bright and morning star in the end of this
night-time of darkness. Our work was not in vain but
in order and had value.

To each of us we must hold on to faith in hope of
there being more for us but without earthy gains.
They will lie with your bones. The old rhyme says
as much; - The rich and the poor when born are
both alike, but the rich among the poor would be

but for wealth and education”. “But when they’re
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traiesti respectat si sa mori regretat” decat sa lasi in
urma haos, nefericire si vrajba.

Fiecare dintre noi isi va dori sa aiba speranta unui
viitor sau poate doar ca am lasat lumea mai buna
pentru cd am trait in ea. Speranta e marcata pe cerul
diminetii de luceafarul stralucitor de la sfarsitul intu-
nericului noptii. Munca noastra nu a fost zadarnica, ci
a avut ordine si valoare.

Fiecare dintre noi trebuie sa-si pastreze credinta in
speranta ca avem parte de mai mult, insa nu prin be-
neficii materiale. Acestea vor zace aldturi de oasele
noastre. Asa spune o zicala veche: ,Bogatul si saracul
se nasc la fel, dar bogatul s-ar numara printre saraci
daci n-ar avea bogitie si educatie. Insi odati ce au
murit si au fost ingropati, si dupa ce mai trec o suta de
ani, nimeni nu ar putea spune care dintre oase au
purtat haina de muncitor”. Marele nivelator al man-
driei, orgoliului si al sinelui - cum am putea trece in
moarte purtand vina vietii noastre?

Sa privim acum din nou la principiile universale
ale naturii si stiintei, la adevaruri eterne cum sunt
matematica, geometria, artele liberale si stiintele.
Acestea sunt semnele Centrului Divin, promisiunea ca
urmeaza mai multe lucruri. ,Principiul vital si nemu-
ritor din tine.”

Dedicati-va timp sa studiati sinele - ce e bun si
poate fi imbunatatit, ce e gresit si poate fi corectat.
Barbat, sot, fiu, frate, cetatean si prieten: sunteti toate
aceste lucruri cum se cuvine? Daca drumul de pana
acum nu v-a atins si va aflati aici nedumeriti sau tristi,
intoarceti-va la inceput si luati-o de la capat revizuind
siaplicand ce ati primit in timpul Incercarilor, instruc-
tiunile si instrumentele profesiei voastre. Cat sunteti
in viatd, lasati ca tot ce reprezentati voi sa primeasca
instruire si sa faceti bine ceea ce ati ratat pana acum.

Odata multumiti de progresul realizat, aveti o edu-
catie. ,Sa calatoriti in Vest, in cautarea lucrului pier-
dut.” Poate lua multe forme: necredinciosul, ignorantul,
egoistul, tagaduitorul adevarului, cautatorul, cel cu
inima pregatita, cel pierdut si cel nevoias. Aduceti la
lumina orice ati gasi. S-ar putea sa fie exact ceea ce ati
fost trimisi sa cautati si sa 1i aduceti alinare.

MARILE INCERCARI

Multi dintre voi care va aflati pe calea Ingusta nu
veti avea ocazia sa va revizuiti progresul pana spre
finalul calatoriei. Sunteti sfatuiti sa priviti gradul de
»,Maestru Excelent” sau ,sa treceti de valuri” avand
in minte urmatorul lucru. Va va arata cum sa priviti in
urma si sa va evaluati adevarul. Iata o schita a Incerca-
rilor care va asteapta fnainte sa treceti mai departe cu
credinta, speranta si iubire fata de toate lucrurile.
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dead and beneath the sod, with 100 years to back it,
no man on earth could tell the bones that wore the
workman’s jacket”. The great leveller of pride, ego
and self. How can we enter this carrying the guilt of
our life?

Look now back at the universal principles of na-
ture and science, eternal truth such as mathematics,
geometry and the liberal arts and sciences. These
are the signatures of the Divine Centre the promise
of more to come. “That vital and immortal principle
within you”.

Take time to study self. What is good and can be
improved, what is wrong and can be corrected, A
man, husband, son, brother, citizen and friend; are
you up to being all these things well? If the path so
far has not touched you and you are here and con-
fused or sorrowful. Return to the beginning and start
over by review and application of what was given to
you in the challenges, instructions and the tools of
your trade. Whist you still have breath let everything
within you receive instruction and make good that
which you missed so far.

Once satisfied of your progress, you have an in-
struction. “To travel West, in search of that which was
lost”. It can take many forms, the unbeliever, the igno-
rant, the selfish, the denier of truth, the seeker, the
one prepared in their heart, the lost and the needy.
Whatever you find bring it to light. It might just be
what you were sent to seek and bring relief.

THE GREAT CHALLENGES

Many of you on this strait path will not have the
following opportunity to review your progress near
the end of your journey. You are advised to see the
“Excellent Master” degree or “pass the veils” with the
following in mind. It will show you how to look back
and evaluate your truth. Here is an outline of these
challenges facing you before you pass on with faith,
hope and love of all.

Having been asked at the end of the Craft degrees
to study “that most interesting of all human studies”,
that is yourself. You may feel or believe you are ready
to advance and become a Right Worshipful Master or
even a Ruler in the Craft. If that is correct you will
know much and appreciated the deeper meaning of
Freemasonry over pomp, pride, assumed privilege and
ego. So, you will become the servant of the Master
Mason and continue on the path. But consider the
following as a review of your achievements:
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La sfarsitul gradelor Breslei vi s-a cerut sa incepeti
»cel mai interesant dintre toate studiile omenesti”,
adica pe voi insiva. E posibil sa simtiti sau sa credeti
cd sunteti gata sa avansati si sa deveniti Maestru
Drept Respectabil sau chiar Conducator in cadrul
Breslei. Daca intr-adevar sunteti gata, Tnseamna ca
stiti multe si apreciati intelesul mai profund al Franc-
masoneriei in detrimentul pompei, mandriei, privile-
giilor asumate si orgoliului. Prin urmare, veti deveni
slujitorul Maestrului Mason si veti continua de-a
lungul caii. Dar ganditi-va la urmatoarele lucruri ca la
o evaluare a realizarilor voastre:

V-ati lepadat de fapte rele si greseli, nu ati vorbit
ifmpotriva unui frate si nu ati starnit in altii opinii
negative prin minciuni si jumatati de adevar. Ati res-
pectat la virgula principiile Fratiei si nu v-ati facut de
rusine iesind din loja sau indepartandu-va de un
Frate, crezand ca aveti mintea si sufletul curate. Ati
lucrat din greu, din toate puterile, sa respectati prin-
cipiile si ritualurile Francmasoneriei.

Dar nu sunteti demni sa spuneti asta ca fiind ade-
varul, pentru ca inca aveti capacitatea de a face rau si
a gresi. Vouad va revine sa ridicati toiagul care a fost
aruncat. Toiagul pe care-l tineti In mana inca este
sarpele raului, demonstrand simbolic ca nu sunteti
desavarsiti sau demni. Suntem oameni, supusi slabi-
ciunii omenesti. Trebuie sa ne amintim ca nu suntem
niciodata perfecti, dar putem fi mai buni.

Va considerati lipsiti de abateri, greseli, razvratire
si egoism? Puneti mana pe inima si vedeti daca atunci
cand o luati e curata ca zapada. Ar putea fi alb3, insa e
albul leprei, un simbol limpede al pacatului si greselii.

Aici puteti Tnvata ca purtati raul cu voi cat traiti.
Aici va veti da seama ca nu sunteti mai presus de cel
mai josnic raufacator sau criminal. Sunteti oameni.
Dar va aflati pe calea ingusta.

Incd mai sunteti capabili de rau, chiar daci l-ati
respins si chiar l-ati aruncat de la voi?

V-ati eliberat de razvratire, rautate si greseald im-
potriva statului, impotriva celorlalti, impotriva fratilor
vostri?

Sunteti capabili sa progresati spre o existentda mai
buna, dupa ce v-ati lepadat de capcanele materialis-
mului si ale lui Mamona? Oferiti iertare celor care
v-au gresit? Intrucat nu va puteti ierta pe voi insiva, i
puteti ierta pe altii care nu impartasesc privilegiile
voastre din Masoneria Antica, Libera si Acceptata.
lertandu-i pe altii, turndnd apa curatirii asupra lor,
veti gasi iertare si pentru voi insiva. Ca sa descoperiti
urmatoarele lucruri:

Acum v-ati intors la Sortul alb cu care ati fost initiat
in ,pecetea neprihanirii si legatura de Prietenie”.

Cine va va elibera de aceasta impuritate? Ei bine, in-
toarceti-va la inceput cat inca mai puteti si revizuiti-va
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You will have rid yourself of evil doing and wrong-
doing, you will have not spoken against a brother or
formed bad opinion in others by lies and half-truth.
You will have held by the points of fellowship to the
letter and not shamed yourself by walking out of
lodge or away from a brother and believed yourself to
be of pure mind and heart. You will have worked hard
to sustain the ancient principles and observances of
Freemasonry to the utmost of your ability.

But you are not worthy to say this as the truth is
you still hold the capability of evil and wrongdoing in
your hand. Throwing away the stick is for you to pick
up. That stick that is still the serpent of evil in your
hand. Symbolically demonstrating you are not per-
fected or worthy. We are but human and subject to
human frailty. We must remember we are never to be
perfect but we can be better.

Do you consider yourself free of transgression,
trespass, rebellion and selfishness? Well put your
hand on your heart and see if it comes away pure as
snow. It might be white but it is white with leprosy a
sure symbol of sinfulness and trespass.

Here you learn that you carry this with you like evil
whilst you still live. Here you will realise that truthfully
you are no better than the worst offender or criminal.
You are only human. But you are on the strait path.

Are you capable of evil still although you have re-
jected and even thrown it away?

Are you free of rebellion, transgression and tres-
pass against the state, others, or your brethren?

Are you capable of progressing to a better existence
having shed the trappings of materialism and mammon?
Are you pouring forgiveness out on those who have
trespassed against you? As you cannot forgive yourself,
you can forgive others who are not party to your privi-
leges in ancient free and accepted masonry. In forgiving
others, by pouring the water of cleansing over them you
will find forgiveness of yourself. To find the following: -

You are now returned to the White apron you were
initiated in “the badge of innocence and bond of Friend-
ship”.

Who will free you from this impurity? Well go back
to the beginning whilst you still can and review your
entire masonic career. If you accept these truth’s, you
cannot find forgiveness but you can forgive those who
trespassed against you. Take up the water of forgive-
ness and pour it out on others. If you are mason enough
to do that, you will find forgiveness and acceptance.

You now find, you are where you started faced with
the White Apron of lamb skin, “more ancient than
Golden Fleece or Roman Eagle, and more honourable
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intreaga cariera masonica. Daca acceptati aceste adeva-
ruri, nu puteti gasi iertare, dar 1i puteti ierta pe cei care
v-au gresit. Luati apa iertdrii si turnati-o peste ceilalti.
Daca sunteti suficient de masoni sa faceti asta, veti gasi
iertare si acceptare.

Acum descoperiti ca va aflati unde ati inceput,
inaintea Sortului Alb din piele de miel, ,mai stravechi
decat Lana de Aur sau Acvila Romana, si mai onorabil
decat Steaua, Jartiera sau oricare alt Ordin existent;
este 0o marca a neprihanirii si o legatura de prietenie”.
Va aflati inaintea unui nou Inceput.

Ce se intinde mai departe depinde de voi. Ar fi
imposibil sa-i descriu unei persoane neinitiate ce
urmeaza. E suficient sa spun ca, in armonie cu Dum-
nezeul vostru, urmeaza o constientizare a mortalitatii
si lubirii care depdseste orice intelegere.

CUM CAUTAM UN INDRUMATOR
SAU O LOJA

Daca imi ascultati sfatul si va revizuiti cariera
masonica veti invata mult mai multe si veti ajunge in
locul pe care nici un om nu vi-1 poate oferi. Sau, daca
nu sunteti Francmasoni, poate doriti sa cautati o Loja.
As vrea si vd indrum spre o loji care practica Indru-
marea, sau are o structura orientatda spre educatie,
grupuri de discutie, dialog deschis sau libertate de
expresie fara critica. Depinde de voi sa o gasiti, pentru
cd nimeni nu va poate face Francmason in afara de voi
insiva. Ca ajutor, aveti in vedere urmatoarele lucruri:

e O structuri de Indrumare; nu mentorat, ci inva-
taturi pozitive din partea unui Maestru Mason iscusit.

e Prilejul de a pune intrebari si a primi raspunsuri
multumitoare.

e Un program de invatare a ritualului, cu vizite, loji
de instruire, bibliografie recomandata.

e Accentul sa nu fie pus pe Caritate, ci sa existe
doar o perspectiva realista asupra Empatiei, respec-
tand Invataturile scripturale despre cum Caritatea
trebuie realizata fara fast, in secret.

O definitie a Francmasoneriei de tipul: ,un Ordin
filosofic pentru autoperfectionare, care sa ne permita
sa fim membri mai buni in societate, in familii si la
locul de muncg, fiind astfel siguri ca lumea e un loc mai
bun pentru ca am trait o vreme in ea”.

e Evitarea oricarei tentative de a defini Masoneria
drept Caritate.

e Evidentierea celor Trei Mari Principii: iubirea
Frateascd, Alinarea si Adevarul.

e Mai presus de orice, nu va lasati grabiti de altii
sa alegeti sau sa fiti impinsi de la spate sa deveniti
membri. Descoperiti ce e potrivit pentru voi.
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that Star, Garter or any Order in existence it is a Badge
of innocence and a bond of friendship”. You are at
another beginning.

Whatlies beyond is up to you. It would be impossible
to describe to an uninitiated person what follows. Suffice
to say in harmony with your G-d, a realisation of your
mortality and Love that surpasses all understanding.

LOOKING FOR A TUTOR
OR LODGE

If you heed my advice and review your masonic
career you will learn so much more and achieve that
place no man can give you. Or if you are not a Freema-
son you may wish to seek with a lodge. I wish to point
you to a lodge that practices Tutoring, or has an edu-
cation structure, discussion groups, open dialogue or
freedom of expression without criticism. It is for you
to find it, as no one can make you a Freemason but
yourself. To help you, consider the following:

e A structure of Tutoring not mentoring but posi-
tive learning from a skilled Master Mason.

e Opportunity to ask questions and get answers
that satisfy your enquiry.

e A programme of learning the ritual, visitations,
lodges of instruction, recommended reading.

¢ No emphasis on Charity but a realistic view of
Empathy and abiding by the scriptural teaching of no
fanfares of Charity and it being in Secret.

¢ A definition of Freemasonry like; “a philosophical
Order for self-improvement to enable us to be better
members of society, families and workplace ensuring
the world is a better place for us having lived in it for
a time”.

¢ Avoid any definition of Masonry as a Charity.

e See that the Three Grand Principles are in evi-
dence: Brotherly love, Relief and Truth.

» Above all do not be rushed to chose or be pushed
into membership. Find what is right for you. ™

Sursa / Source: https://youtu.be/EDY40mGUUdk
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Fratele Arnold Daane -
70 ani de Masonerie

Astazi, 27 martie, se implinesc 70 de ani de cand
Venerabilul Frate Arnold Daane a fost initiat in Franc-
masonerie in Loja Deli din Medan, Sumatra, Indonezia.
Fratele Arnold s-a intors in 1955 in Olanda, Tnainte de
redeschiderea Lojii Concord in 1956, si a primit, in mod
firesc, gradul de Maestru la Loja De Drie Kolommen.
Dupa o perioada in Loja La Flamboyante, Arnold a
devenit membru al Lojii Concord in 1964, pe care
a slujit-o ca Maestru Venerabil in 1970. (Inci mai exis-
ta documente despre Noaptea Doamnelor din 1970.)
A devenit Maestru Venerabil de Onoare in 2004. in
afara de activitatea sa in Loja ca Ospitalier si Maestru
de Ceremonii, fratele Arnold a reprezentat Loja
Concord timp de ani de zile in Consiliul Maestrilor
Venerabili, unde a evidentiat, timp de cateva decenii,
importanta Lojii Concord pentru Rotterdam. El a pri-
mit, la fel ca si Venerabilul Frate Herman van Well mai
tarziu, Laurens Bokaal pentru meritele sale pentru
toate Lojile din Rotterdam; chiar acest Laurens Bokaal
va fi expus in vitrina din Maaszaal cand vom scoate din
depozit alte medalii si diplome.

Fratele Arnold a prezentat un ritual olandez de
gradul [, In traducerea sa In limba engleza, la Marea
Loja Unita din Anglia, ca lider al Lojii demonstrative,
care era o echipa compusa din Frati din mai multe Loji
din Rotterdam, Dordrecht si Tiel, echipa din care facea
parte si actualul nostru Mare Maestru P.R. Fr. Leonard
Jonker.

In fine, fratele Arnold detine cel mai inalt grad de
ofiter in Marea Loja a Maestrilor Masoni Mark, pe care
Loja Concord a cunoscut-o in existenta sa, dupa regre-
tatul Mare Maestru fratele Davidson. El a fondat ,pro-
pria” Loja Mark in Dordrecht, numita pe buna dreptate
Loja Thuredrecht, si a primitin 2017, avea atunci 90 de
ani, gradul 32 In RSAA.

k k%

Maestrul Lojii noastre, Venerabilul Frate Francois
Gaubert, insotit de Venerabilul din Trecutul Imediat,
Fratele Aldo do Carmo, au oferit o insigna aniversara
de 70 de ani fratelui Arnold pentru a marca aceasta
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Brother Arnold Daane -
70 Years of Freemasonry

Today, March 27%, it is 70 years ago that WBro
Arnold Daane was initiated into Freemasonry through
Lodge Deli in Medan, Sumatra, Indonesia. Brother
Arnold returned in 1955 to the Netherlands, before
Lodge Concord's resuscitation in 1956, and naturally
received his Master's Degree through Lodge De Drie
Kolommen. After a stay in Lodge La Flamboyante,
Arnold became a member of Lodge Concord in 1964,
and served it as its presiding Master in 1970. (There
still exists some documentation of the Ladies' Night of
1970.) He became Worshipful Master of Honour in
2004. Next to his work in the Lodge as Almoner and
DC, Brother Arnold has been representing Lodge
Concord for years in the Council of Presiding Masters
where he emphasized during some decades the im-
portance of Concord for Rotterdam. He received, just
as WBrother Herman van Well later on, the Laurens
Bokaal for his merit for all Rotterdam Lodges; this
very Laurens Bokaal will be on display in the show-
case in the Maaszaal when we will rotate some of its
contents.

Brother Arnold has demonstrated the Dutch 1%
Degree ritual in his English translation to the United
Grand Lodge of England as leader of the United
Demonstration Lodge, which was a team composed
of Brethren from several Lodges in Rotterdam, Dor-
drecht and Tiel, of which team our present Grandmas-
ter M.W. Bro Leonard Jonker was a member.

Lastly Brother Arnold is the highest ranking
Officer in the Grand Lodge of Mark Master Masons,
that Lodge Concord has known in its existence, after
the late Grand Master, Bro. Davidson. He has founded
“his own” Mark Lodge in Dordrecht, aptly called
Thuredrecht Lodge, and received in 2017, he was
then 90 years old, the 32" Degree of the AASR.

) 3k %k

The Master of the Lodge, WBro Francois Gaubert,
has, assisted by the Immediate Past Master WBro Aldo
do Carmo, attached a 70-years lapel pin to the shirt of
Brother Arnold to mark this remarkable jubilee, and
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sarbatoare remarcabild, sii-au urat fratelui Arnold, in
numele Lojii, multi ani de acum incolo, in conditii cat
mai bune de sanatate, in acest nou mediu. Fratele Aldo
do Carmo i-a impartasit lui Arnold cum a decurs seara
doamnelor de sambata. Fratele Arnold urmareste in
continuare cu interes bunastarea Lojii Concord; a apre-
ciat insigna si tortul cu efigia sa si 1i saluta cu dragoste
pe toti Fratii din Loja.

La intoarcerea in sectia caminului unde locuieste,
fratele Arnold a fost aplaudat de colegii sdi de salon,
care vor savura ceea ce a mai ramas din tortul pe care
Loja i l-a pregatit, aproximativ jumatate, partea de
deasupra mainilor.

k ok ok

A doua zi, fratele Fred si cu mine l-am vazut pe
fratele Arnold. Acesta trebuie sa fie foarte puternic, nu
a avut de suferit In urma cantitatilor de tort mancate
cu o zi Inainte. A fost bucuros sa ne vada si ne-a Indru-
mat ferm spre aceeasi masa ca si ieri. Ne-am rasfatat
din nou, desi mai putin decat ieri.

Fratele Arnold, Fred si cu mine am impartasit ceea
ce ne aminteam despre initierile noastre respectiv din
1953, 1987 si 1988. Atat Arnold, cat si Fred au fost
luati de acasa si, dupa initiere, adusi acasa, dupa cina
festiva.

Arnold a fost propus de fratele Chris .... (7). Am
uitat numele lui de familie exact, asa cum a spus
Arnold: a decedat. Intr-un fel, cunoastem Maestrii de
dinainte de razboi si rolul fratelui Henri Lohman la
resuscitarea Lojii Concord datorita lui Arnold, caci
Arnold l-a recrutat pe Cees Timmer de la DDK, Cees
Timmer l-a cunoscut si s-a Imprietenit cu Henry
Lohman la Loja Fides Mutua din Zwolle, Henry Lohman
i-a lasat actele sale masonice lui Cees Timmer, care
le-a lasat lui Anthony van Aartsen. Henry Lohman a
fost aniversat de Loja Concord in mai 1979, Anthony
van Aartsen a fost initiat o luna mai tarziu, in iunie
1979. Henri Lohman a plecat, Kees Timmer a plecat,
Arnold este Inca printre noi.

A fost o dupa-amiaza conviviala si a fost soare.

Pentru Arnold este de ajuns, pare multumit, am
dori sa mai ramana putin si ii dorim numai bine.

* sk ok
Fratele Arnold nu mai poate veni la Loja Concord.

Pe 14 aprilie, el a implinit 96 de ani. Dar Loja poate
veni la el.
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wished Brother Arnold on behalf of the Lodge many
years to come in as good health as possible, in these
new surroundings. Brother Aldo do Carmo shared
with Arnold how it went on Saturday's Ladies Night.
Brother Arnold is still following with interest the wel-
fare of Lodge Concord; was appreciative of the pin and
the cake with his effigy, and greets all Brethren of the
Lodge well.

On returning to the Ward Bro. Arnold received
applause from his fellow inhabitants, who are to par-
take of the remnants of the cake, (the part above the
hands), left by Arnold and his friends.

k 3k %k

Nex day, Brother Fred and [ saw Brother Arnold on
the day itself. Brother Arnold must be very strong, he
has not been suffering from the amounts of cake used
yesterday. He was happy to see us and directed us
firmly to the same table as yesterday. We have been
indulging again, though less than yesterday.

Brother Arnold, Fred and [ shared what we remem-
bered of our respective initiations in 1953, 1987 and
1988. Both Arnold and Fred have been collected from
home, and after the initiation brought home, after the
festive board.

Arnold has been proposed by Brother Chris ... (7)...
[ forgot his exact surname, like Arnold said: he has
passed away. In a way we know the pre-war Masters
and the role of Brother Henri Lohman at Concord's
resuscitation because of Arnold, for Arnold recruited
Cees Timmer from DDK, Cees Timmer met and be-
friended Henry Lohman at Fides Mutua Lodge in
Zwolle, Henry Lohman left his Masonic papers to Cees
Timmer, who left them to Anthony van Aartsen. Henry
Lohman was commemorated in Concord in May 1979,
Anthony van Aartsen was initiated one month later, in
June 1979. Henri Lohman is gone, Kees Timmer is
gone, Arnold is still with us.

[t was a convivial afternoon, and there was sun.

For Arnold it is enough, he seems satisfied, we
would like him to stay a little longer, and we wish him
well.

) 3k %k

Brother Arnold cannot come anymore to Lodge
Concord. On April 14" he became 96 years old. But the
Lodge can come to him. ™
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Educatie si traditie
masonica la Botosani,
Romania

In perioada 10-12 martie 2023 la Orientul Botosani
s-au desfasurat lucrarile primei editii a Scolii Masonice
de Primdvard. Pe durata a trei zile, Frati din 20 de
Oriente si peste 30 de ateliere au participat la eveni-
mentul organizat de Loja Terra Dacorul 508. Membrii
daruiti ai acestui tanar atelier au reusit
sa imbine frumusetea tematicii cu ar-
monia fraternd, atat de dorita si ceruta
in aceasta perioada de reala cumpana
prin care trece Ordinul masonic roman.

Sa nu uitam ca Orientul Botosani a
avut la finele secolului XIX si inceputul
secolului XX o bogata viata masonica in
cele 6 Loji obediente la Marele Oriente
Europene, care a culminat cu aparitia
primei reviste de profil din Moldova in
anul 1886.

La putind vreme dupa reaprinderea
luminilor, la Orientul Botosani s-a orga-
nizat primul Simpozion national de is-
torie masonica. De-a lungul timpului
s-au tinut XVI editii nationale, cu nume-
roase participari internationale.

Masonic Education and
Tradition in Botosani,
Romania

The first edition of the Masonic Spring School was
held in Botosani, 10-12 March 2023. Brethren from
20 cities and more than 30 lodges joined the event
organised by Lodge Terra Dacorul 508. The dedicated
members of this young Lodge managed to combine the
beauty of the topic with the fraternal
harmony, so desired and required in
this period of real hardship through
which the Romanian Masonic Order is
passing.

Let's not forget that at the end of the
19% century and the beginning of the
20™ century, the Orient of Botosani had
a rich Masonic life in the 6 Lodges, be-
longing to European GLs, which culmi-
nated with the appearance of the first
masonic journal in Moldova in 1886.

Shortly after the rekindling of the
lights, the first National Symposium of
Masonic History was organized in
Botosani. Over time, XVI national edi-
tions were held, with numerous inter-

Aceasta prima editie a Scolii Masonice
de Primdvard a fost dedicata CULTURII SI TRADITIEI
MASONICE. In mod prioritar a fost omagiat genialul
poet national Mihai Eminescu. Au fost prezentate con-
ferinte si planse cu un bogat continut simbolistic,
esoteric si spiritual. Participantii au vizitat, printre
altele, Centrul National de Poezie, Memorialul Mihai
Eminescu, asezamintele de cult ale familiilor Emino-
vicilor, precum si Casa memoriald a acestora. Un alt
moment apreciat de oaspetii nostri a fost vizitarea bi-
sericii catolico-ortodoxa din localitatea Hiliseu-Horia,
asezare apropiata frontierei cu Ucraina. Asezamantul
de cult este in felul sau unic in Europa, prin imbinarea
fericita a celor doua Religii crestine Tn acelasi lacas, dat
si prin bogata simbolistica masonica a decoratiunilor
interioare.

Agapa fraterna a fost o reusita si a marcat finalul
intalnirii. Despartirea fratilor a fost emotionants, cu
speranta reintalnirii in primavara urmatoare.Organi-
zatorii Isi propun ca la viitoarea editie sa fie omagiata
personalitatea muzical3, fara pereche a fratelui nostru
George Enescu.
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national participants.

This first edition of the Masonic Spring School was
dedicated to the MASONIC CULTURE AND TRADI-
TION, with a special tribute to the brilliant national
poet Mihai Eminescu. Lectures with a rich symbolic,
esoteric and spiritual content were presented. The
participants visited, among others, the National
Poetry Centre, Mihai Eminescu Memorial, the places
of worship of the Eminovici families and their memo-
rial house. Another moment appreciated by our
guests was the visit of the Catholic-Orthodox church
in Hiliseu-Horia, a village close to the Ukrainian bor-
der. This place of worship is unique in Europe in its
way, by the happy combination of the two Christian
religions in the same place, and by the rich Masonic
symbolism of the interior decorations.

The festive board was a success and marked the
end of the meeting. The farewell of brethren was
touching, with the hope of meeting again next spring.
The organizers intend to pay tribute to the unique
musical personality of our brother George Enescu, for
the next edition. ®
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Mirela Elena Ene
de vorba cu / talking to

PABLO LAZARO
Grand Master, Grand Lodge of Argentina

165 ani de Masonerie
in Argentina

In primul rdnd, v multumesc pentru cd ati acceptat
acest interviu pentru revista Forum Masonic. Este o
mare onoare pentru noi. Si cum Argentina se afld in
atentia lumii, dupd victoria de la
Cupa Mondiald, cred cd este impor-
tant si, de asemenea, momentul
potrivit, pentru a vorbi despre fran-
cmasoneria din Argentina, mai ales
cd stiu cd este un an aniversar pen-
tru francmasonerie in Argentina.

Prea Respectabile Mare Maestru
Pablo Ldzaro, vorbiti-ne in cdteva
cuvinte despre evolutia Marii Loji a
Argentinei de la infiintare pdnd in
prezent si despre viata masonicd
din Argentina. Cati masoni si cdte
loji existd, dacd existd rituri de per-
fectionare sau loji in alte limbi,
orice ne puteti spune. Vd rog.

Ei bine, in primul rand, va

165 years of Freemasonry
in Argentina

First of all, thank you for accepting this interview for
the Masonic Forum Magazine. It is a great honour

for us. And as Argentina has been in the world's atten-

tion, after the World Cup victory,
I think it is important and also the
right time, to talk about Freema-
sonry in Argentina, especially as
I know it is an anniversary year for
Freemasonry in Argentina.

Most Worshipful Grand Master
Pablo Ldzaro, tell us in a few
words about the evolution of the
Grand Lodge of Argentina from its
foundation to the present day and
about Masonic life in Argentina.
How many Masons and how many
lodges do you have, if there are
rites of perfection or lodges in
other languages, anything you can
tell us. Please.

multumesc foarte mult, este o
onoare sd avem acest interviu si sa tinem legatura,
apreciez ca facem acest interviu in spaniold, asa ca
este o mare bucurie. Da, fotbalul si francmasoneria
au foarte mult de-a face aici, in Argentina, exista un
club de fotbal foarte important, River Plate, care a
fost creat de francmasoni, adica de loja mea mama -
Liberi Pensatori, si tocmai de aici vreau sa plec cu
istoria Marii noastre Loji.

Marea Loja a Argentinei s-a nascut la 11 decem-
brie 1857, si functioneaza neintrerupt de atunci. Dar
cineva se poate intreba, daca s-a nascut ca Mare Loja
in 1857, de ce vorbim despre francmasonerie mult
mai devreme, ca, de exemplu, in cazul Revolutiei din
Mai, care este revolutia noastra eliberatoare fata de
Spania? Pentru ca francmasoneria a existat inca de la
inceputurile natiunii noastre, de fapt, in diferitele
razboaie de independenta care au avut loc In zon3, si
in Argentina, au existat masoni care s-au implicat in
libertatea Americii. Sunt bine cunoscute lojile Lautaro,
lojile Caballeros Racionales care s-au implicat pen-
tru independenta Americii. Lojile care erau distri-
buite pe tot teritoriul nostru incepand din mai 1810
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Well, first of all, thank you very
much, it is an honour to have this interview and to
keep in touch, I appreciate that we are doing this
interview in Spanish, so it is a great joy. Yes, football
and Freemasonry have a lot to do here in Argentina,
there is a very important football club, River Plate,
which was created by Freemasons, by my mother
lodge - Liberi Pensatori, and that's where [ want to
start presenting the history of our Grand Lodge.
The Grand Lodge of Argentina was born on 11 De-
cember 1857, and it has been operating continuously
ever since. But one may ask, if it was born as a Grand
Lodge in 1857, why are we talking about Freemasonry
so much earlier, as, for example, in the case of the May
Revolution, which is our liberating revolution against
Spain? Because Freemasonry has existed since the
beginning of our nation, in fact, in the various wars of
independence that took place in the area, and in
Argentina, there were Freemasons who were involved
in the freedom of America. The Lautaro lodges are
well known, the lodges Caballeros Racionales who
were involved for the independence of America. The
lodges that were distributed throughout our territory
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au creat o federatie, ceea ce va deveni Marea Loja
a Argentinei.

In 1857, cele mai importante 7 loji, care aveau o
activitate intensa pe Intreg teritoriul national, au creat
Marea Loja a Argentinei a Masonilor Liberi si Accep-
tati. Mai tarziu s-au alaturat si alte loji care erau deja
asociate si desfasurau constant activitati si, din care
faceau parte oameni foarte importanti din Argentina,
cum ar fi José Hernandez, autorul unor carti foarte
importante, precum Martin Fierro.

Facand un salt cuantic 165 de ani mai tarziu, In
prezent exista peste 350 de loji In intreaga tara si
peste 10.000 de francmasoni activi. Trebuie sa amin-
tim ca in acest timp au existat perioade de mare con-
vergenta si de diviziuni. Marea noastra Loja a fost
impartita in doua mari loji incepand cu 1940 si pana
la inceputul anilor 1960 cand s-au reunit din nou.
Institutia noastra a suferit de-a lungul istoriei sale ca
urmare a diferitelor dictaturi pe care le-a traversat
tara, incepand din 1930 cu o succesiune de lovituri de
stat militare In regiune, dar in special in Argentina, si
ajungand la ultima dictatura militara din 1975, care
a durat pana la revenirea democratiei in 1983.

Astfel, Marea Loja din Argentina, din anii '30 pana
la revenirea democratiei in 1983, a pierdut peste 400
de proprietati in tar3, ce au fost expropriate, multi frati
si-au pierdut viata sau au fost torturati, multi s-au
mutat de teama sigurantei familiei si pentru munca
lor, ceea ce a condus la reducerea numarului de franc-
masoni. Inainte de anii 1930 francmasoneria a fost
o parte foarte activi a diferitelor procese politice. In
fiecare oras din Argentina existau piata principala,
primaria, biserica, pompierii si loja masonica. Orasul
La Plata a fost proiectat ca o loja masonica, dar si
altele, cum ar fi orasul Necochea.

Ulterior, incet-incet, dupa revenirea democratiei,
pe langa faptul ca am crescut si am inceput sa devenim
cunoscuti, un curent foarte important de exilati repu-
blicani spanioli s-a adunat In Argentina, multi dintre
ei devenind masoni. Sa ne amintim c4, in Spania, fran-
chismul avea un secretariat pentru reprimarea comu-
nismului si francmasoneriei. Multi francmasoni si-au
pierdut viata, familiile, locurile de munca etc, iar unii
au plecat in exil In Argentina. Aminti-va ca Republica
Spaniola in exil a functionat in Loja Prometeo, de aici
din Buenos Aires. Foarte multe generatii au impregnat
ideea de a ,nu spune ca esti mason pentru ca poti avea
probleme”.

Suntem foarte respectuosi fata de trecut,
intelegem foarte bine o generatie care a avut
o perioada foarte grea, dar abordarea noastra
e diferitd In prezent, in etapa care a Inceput In
2020. Nu avem nimic de ascuns pentru ca
ne-am asumat traiectoria. Marele Maestru
Jorge Clavero si Marele Maestru Nicolas

from May 1810 created a federation, what is to be-
come the Grand Lodge of Argentina.

In 1857, the seven most important lodges, which
were very active throughout the country, created the
Grand Lodge of Argentina of Free and Accepted Ma-
sons. Later on, other lodges that were already associ-
ated and were constantly carrying out activities
joined, and they included some very important people
in Argentina, such as José Hernandez, author of some
very important books, such as Martin Fierro.

Taking a quantum leap 165 years later, there are
now over 350 lodges across the country and over
10,000 active Freemasons. It must be remembered
that during this time there have been periods of great
convergence and division. Our Grand Lodge was
divided into two Grand Lodges from the 1940s until
the early 1960s when they reunited again. Our insti-
tution has suffered throughout its history as a result
of the various dictatorships that the country has gone
through, starting in 1930 with a succession of military
coups d'état in the region, but especially in Argentina,
and ending with the last military dictatorship in 1975,
which lasted until the return of democracy in 1983.

Thus, the Grand Lodge of Argentina, from the
1930s until the return of democracy in 1983, lost
more than 400 properties in the country, which were
expropriated, many brethren lost their lives or were
tortured, many have moved out of fear for the safety
of their families and their jobs, which led to a decreas-
ing number of Freemasons. Before the 1930s Freema-
sonry was a very active part of various political pro-
cesses. In every town in Argentina there was the main
square, the town hall, the church, the fire brigade and
the Masonic lodge. The city of La Plata was designed
as a Masonic lodge, but so were others, such as the city
of Necochea.

Later, slowly, after the return of democracy, in addi-
tion to growing and becoming known, a very important
current of Spanish Republican exiles gathered in
Argentina, many of them becoming freemasons. Let us
remember that in Spain, Franco's dictatorship had a
secretariat for the repression of communism and Free-
masonry. Many Freemasons lost their lives, families,
jobs etc, and some went into exile in Argentina. Re-
member that the Spanish Republic in exile functioned
in the Prometeo Lodge here in Buenos Aires. Very many
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Abrevia care au preluat conducerea din 2008 au venit
cu un curent nou, suntem mai deschisi si comunicam
mai mult cu privire la aspectele in care ne implicam,
pentru a face cunoscuta institutia si diferitele procese
la care aceasta participa. Este foarte important sa ne
facem cunoscuti.

Ei bine, astazi, dincolo de faptul
ca am fost parte a diferitelor pro-
cese politice si sociale foarte im-
portante In cadrul institutiei noas-
tre, cum ar fi legea casatoriei, legea
divortului, legea cimitirelor, pro-
clamarea ligii argentiniene etc,
Loja Profesorilor a elaborat o lege
foarte importanta pentru educatia
argentiniand, legea 1420 - educatie
laica si gratuitd, care a devenit un
model 1n regiune pentru ca a per-
mis mobilitatea sociala ascendenta
in tara noastra. Mult mai recent,
noi, ca Mare Loja a Argentinei, am
prezentat in Congresul National,

generations have underlined the idea of “don't say you
are a Mason because you may get into trouble”.

We are very respectful of the past, we understand
very well a generation that had a very hard time, but
our approach is different now, in the stage that started
in 2020. We have nothing to hide because we have
assumed our trajectory. Grand
Master Jorge Clavero and Grand
Master Nicolas Abrevia who took
over the leadership in 2008 came
with a new current, we are more
open and we communicate more
about the issues we are involved
in, to make the institution and the
different processes it participates
in known. It is very important to
make ourselves known.

Well, today, beyond the fact that
we have been part of different very
important political and social pro-
cesses within our institution, such
as the marriage law, the divorce

anul trecut, proiectul de lege pri-

vind educatia de mediu care a fost aprobat in unani-
mitate. Propunem ca la toate nivelurile de invata-
mant - gradinita, primar, secundar, universitar - sa
existe o materie despre Ingrijirea casei noastre comu-
ne. Cu siguranta ca nu a fost usor de obtinut unanimi-
tatea In Argentina, In acest moment, dar cu metoda
masonica, de a lucra la ceea ce nu suntem de acord,
am obtinut unanimitatea in Congresul Natiunii.
Acesta este un rezumat foarte rapid, desigur, al celor
165 de ani de existenta ai institutiei noastre.

Care a fost rolul francmasoneriei in evolutia socie-
tatii din Argentina si cu ce probleme s-a confruntat
de-a lungul timpului?

Ne aflam tocmai Intr-un moment in care franc-
masoneria, din fericire, datorita comunicarii noastre
in mass-media, pe retelele de socializare, datorita
deschiderii noastre la diferite evenimente, sa spu-
nem, ceea ce numim cai albe, deschise publicului,
datorita relatiei noastre excelente cu francmasoneria
feminina si lucrand impreuna cu surorile In multe
domenii in beneficiul societatii - lucram impreuna in
cadrul Institutului Laic de Studii Contemporane,
Observatorul Cetatii, in chestiuni de gandire liber3,
lucram cu totii impreuna in formarea de institute
educationale, cu alte cuvinte, toate acestea ne-au
crescut numarul membrilor, au reunit tineretul, iar
cand exista tineret, exista viitor, exista idei, exista
relnnoire, exista progres.

Si de-a lungul istoriei sale, asa cum spuneam mai
devreme, Masoneria s-a confruntat cu multe proble-
me. In principal, trebuie s spunem, cu dictaturile, asa

law, the cemetery law, the procla-
mation of the Argentine League etc, the Teachers'
Lodge has drafted a very important law for Argentine
education, Law 1420 - secular and free education,
which has become a model in the region because it has
allowed upward social mobility in our country. Much
more recently, we, as the Grand Lodge of Argentina,
presented to the National Congress last year the draft
law on environmental education which was unani-
mously approved. We propose that at all levels of
education - kindergarten, primary, secondary, univer-
sity - there should be a subject on caring for our com-
mon home. Certainly, it was not easy to achieve
unanimity in Argentina at this time, but with the
Masonic method of working on what we disagree with,
we achieved unanimity in the Congress of the Nation.
This is a very quick summary, of course, of the 165
years of existence of our institution.

What has been the role of Freemasonry in the evolu-
tion of society in Argentina and what problems has it
faced over time?

We are just at a time when Freemasonry, fortunate-
ly, thanks to our communication in the media, on social
networks, thanks to our openness in different events,
let's say, what we call white paths, open to the public,
thanks to our excellent relationship with women's
Freemasonry and working together with the sisters in
many areas for the benefit of society - we are working
together in the Lay Institute of Contemporary Studies,
the Observatory of the Citadel, in matters of free think-
ing, we all work together in the formation of education-
al institutes, in other words, all of this has increased
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cum am mentionat, pierderea de frati, pierderile ma-
teriale, dar mai ales, unul din marile stigmate pe care
le avem este prejudecata care exista despre ce este
francmasoneria.

Recent a avut loc un mars foarte important la
Buenos Aires, iar un grup de persoane a venit la sediul
nostru si au scandat faptul ca noi suntem responsabili
de pandemie. In acelasi timp, existi si anecdote amu-
zante, care, ei bine, nu sunt atdt de amuzante, dar
pentru noi sunt amuzante. De exemplu: in 2010, a fost
Bicentenarul Argentinei. Am organizat o cina foarte
importanta la Casa Histérica din provincia Tucuman,
unde a fost declarata independenta Argentinei. Am
avut posibilitatea, prin intermediul francmasoneriei,
sa organizam o cinad si o serie de alte activitati, pentru
a aniversa independenta Argentinei. A doua zi a aparut
o stire pe prima pagina a ziarului local: francmasonii
au intrat in Casa Acordului si au sacrificat un miel. Nu,
l-am mancat, nu l-am sacrificat, dar exista imaginea
aceasta ca ne-am dus sa facem vrajitorie. Era o cina,
cineva a adus miel, I-am pus pe gratar si l-am mancat.

Ei bine, acest stigmat al prejudecatilor pe care ni-I
pune populatia cred ca este marele nostru adversar si,
da, e misiunea noastra sa demistificim. Toate acestea,
cred ca sunt marea noastra provocare.

Care este rolul francmasoneriei astdzi, credeti cd
lumea de astdzi mai are nevoie de francmasonerie ca in
trecut? Si dacd da, care sunt motivele?

Sigur ca da. Exista o scriere a lui Domingo Faustino
Sarmiento, un erou argentinian ce a fost presedintele
natiunii si Mare Maestru, si care in discursul sau, cand
renunta la functia de Mare Maestru pentru a prelua
presedintia natiunii spune: multi ma intreab3, are sens
ca masoneria sa existe Inca (si vorbim de 1870 si ceva)
pentru ca exista atatea ideologii, cum ar fi rasismul,
ideologii fanatice, gandirea magica, extremismul care
creste din nou in diferite parti ale lumii, nu numai in
Europa unde este poate cel mai vizibil. La punctul de
intalnire este francmasoneria, unde unii prin ideologia
lor pot pune accentul pe libertate, altii pe egalitate,
insa rolul francmasoneriei este de a le uni in fraterni-
tate - libertate, egalitate si fraternitate - si prin ur-
mare ar trebui sa fie in fiecare zi mai mult necesara si
binelnteles ca rolul francmasoneriei este fundamental.

Care este situatia membrilor Marii Loji din
Argentina stiind cd existd tdri care se confruntd cu
pierderea membrilor activi sau cu scdderea numdrului
de persoane care doresc sd fie initiate in Franc-
masonerie? Care este metoda de recrutare de noi
membri pentru Marea Lojd din Argentina astazi?

Lanoi, in general, in regiunea Americii de Sud, franc-
masoneria este In crestere, si In Argentina de ase-
menea. Stim ca sunt locuri unde scade destul de mult,
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our membership, brought the youth together, and
when there is youth, there is future, there are ideas,
there is renewal, there is progress.

And throughout its history, as I said earlier, Freema-
sonry has faced many problems. Mainly, we have to say,
with dictatorships, as I mentioned, loss of brethren,
material losses, but above all, one of the great stigmas
that we have is the prejudice that exists about what
Freemasonry is.

Recently there was a very important march in
Buenos Aires, and a group of people came to our head-
quarters and chanted that we are responsible for the
pandemic. At the same time, there are also funny an-
ecdotes, which, well, are not so funny, but for us they
are funny. For example: in 2010, it was Argentina's
Bicentenary. We held a very important dinner at the
Casa Histdrica in Tucuman province, where Argentina's
independence was declared. We were able, through
Freemasonry, to organise a dinner and a series of
other activities to celebrate the independence of
Argentina. The next day there was a news on the front
page of the local newspaper: the Freemasons entered
the House of Agreement and slaughtered a lamb. No,
we ate it, we didn't slaughter it, but there is this image
that we went to do witchcraft. It was a dinner, some-
one brought lamb, we put it on the grill and ate it.

Well, this stigma of prejudice that the population
puts on us [ think is our great adversary and, yes, it is
our mission to demystify. All of this, I think, is our
great challenge.

What is the role of Freemasonry today, do you think
the world today still needs Freemasonry as in the past?
And if so, what are the reasons?

Of course. There is a writing by Domingo Faustino
Sarmiento, an Argentine hero who was the nation's
president and Grand Master, and who in his speech,
when he resigned as Grand Master to take over the
presidency of the nation says: many ask me, does it
make sense that Freemasonry still exists (and we are
talking about 1870 and something) because there are
so many ideologies, such as racism, fanatical ideolo-
gies, magical thinking, extremism that is growing again
in different parts of the world, not only in Europe
where it is perhaps most visible. At the meeting point
is Freemasonry, where some through their ideology
may emphasize liberty, others equality, but the role of
Freemasonry is to unite them in fraternity - liberty,
equality and fraternity - and therefore it should be
every day more necessary and of course the role of
Freemasonry is fundamental.

What is the situation of the members of the Grand
Lodge in Argentina knowing that there are countries
that are facing the loss of active members or a decrease
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dar in Argentina, de exemplu in Paraguay, in Chile,
Uruguay, In Brazilia este in crestere, si creste foarte
bine. In cazul Argentinei, rata noastra medie de cres-
tere anuald este intre 15 si 20%. Ganditi-va cd, atunci
cand ne-am asumat drumul, In 2008, existau 2.200 de
masoni activi. Astazi sunt 10.000, deci vorbim de o
crestere de cinci ori a numarului de membri in zece ani.
Vorbim de o rata de crestere de aproximativ 20% pe an
si acest lucru se datoreaza valorii comunicarii, oferirii
unui loc tinerilor; ceea ce este foarte important, pentru
cd, daca avem tineret, inseamna crestere si sunt activi-
tati. Am observat ca in 2008 varsta medie a fratilor a
fost intre 60 si 65 de ani, sigur ca in statistici existand
si frati de 90 de ani. Astdazi media este de 30 de ani si
avem maestri venerabili care au 23, 24 de ani, iar acest
lucru este foarte important pentru cd a generat o mul-
time de activitati universitare si cu grupuri de activitati
filantropice. Este emotionant sa vezi frati tineri sau mai
in varstd mergand la activitati filantropice, sustinand
cantinele scolare pentru copii, iar toate aceste activitati
sunt cele care atrag oamenii.

Nu este vorba ca exista o metoda de recrutare, oa-
menii vin atunci cand le arati calea. Uite, asta este
francmasoneria, el este francmason, uite ce facem, uite
ce am facut, paginile noastre, retelele noastre si astfel,
primim in permanenta cereri de contact prin interme-
diul web-ului sau al retelelor de socializare. Acest
lucru a generat unele controverse la vremea respec-
tiva, dar astazi este metoda care este mai importanta
pentru ca cetatenii iti scriu, cu datele lor personale,
exprimandu-si ideea de a se alatura si intr-un interviu
maestrul mason vede daca sunt cu adevarat interesati,
sau sunt doar curiosi, daca au profilul potrivit pentru
francmasonerie. Astdazi avem foarte multe cereri de
admitere prin mijloace electronice, adica nu numai cei
care sunt recomandati de catre un mason.

Acesta este secretul masonic - initierea, simbolul
si interpretarea lui, care este individuald, dar masone-
ria ca institutie nu este secretd, este discreta pentru ca
nu face propaganda si publicitate, dar intotdeauna a
fost un agent de schimbare sociala.

Credeti cd francmasoneria de astdzi se erodeazd, cd
tinde sd devind mai mult o organizatie caritabild?

in unele parti ale lumii, am vazut diferite Mari Loji,
ca sa nu mentionez sau sa nu pun degetul pe cineva
anume, care astazi ajung sa faca pur si simplu caritate,
nu filantropie. Sunt multe organizatii care fac caritate,
iar francmasoneria nu poate fi una dintre ele. Franc-
masoneria este un agent al schimbarii sociale, trebuie
sd se aseze, sda dezbata problemele, sa arate proble-
mele, nu sd astepte ca ele sa fie dezbatute de altii, sa
caute solutii, sa le incerce, sa le finanteze eventual si
sa rezolve problema. Cu alte cuvinte, exista fraza
foarte veche, care nu este masonicd, dar este foarte
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in number of people who want to be initiated into
Freemasonry? What is the method of recruiting new
members for the Grand Lodge of Argentina today?

In our region of South America in general, Freema-
sonry is growing, and in Argentina as well. We know
that there are places where it is decreasing quite a lot,
but in Argentina, for example in Paraguay, in Chile, in
Uruguay, in Brazil it is growing, and it is growing very
well. In the case of Argentina, our average annual
growth rate is between 15 and 20%. Just think, when
we took the road in 2008, there were 2,200 active Ma-
sons. Today there are 10,000, so we are talking about
a fivefold increase in membership in ten years. We're
talking about a growth rate of about 20% a year and
that's due to the value of communication, giving young
people a place, which is very important, because, if it's
youth, it's growth and and there are activities. I noticed
that in 2008 the average age was 60 - 65, of course in
the statistics there are brethren in their 90s. Today it's
30 years old and we have worshipful masters who are
23, 24 years old, and this is very important because it
has generated a lot of scholarly activities and with
groups of philanthropic activities. It's exciting to see
younger or older brethren going to philanthropic ac-
tivities, supporting school canteens for children, and
all of those activities are what attract people.

It's not that there's a recruitment method, people
come when you show them the path. Look, that's Free-
masonry, he's a Freemason, look what we do, look
what we've done, our pages, our networks and so,
we're constantly getting contact requests through the
web or social media. This generated some controversy
at the time, but today it is the method that is more
important because citizens write to you, with their
personal details, expressing their idea to join and in
an interview the Master Mason sees if they are really
interested, or they are just curious, if they have the
right profile for Freemasonry. Today we have a lot of
applications for admission by electronic means, i.e. not
only those who are recommended by a Freemason.

This is the Masonic secret - the initiation, the sym-
bol and its interpretation, which is individual, but
Freemasonry as an institution is not secret, it is dis-
creet because it does not make propaganda and pub-
licity, but it has always been an agent of social change.

Do you think that Freemasonry today is eroding, that
it tends to become more of a charitable organization?

In some parts of the world, we have seen different
Grand Lodges, not to mention or point the finger at
anyone in particular, that today end up simply doing
charity, not philanthropy. There are many organizations
that do charity, and Freemasonry cannot be one of
them. Freemasonry is an agent of social change, it has
to sit down, debate the issues, point out the problems,



valabila, care spune ca nu este vorba de a-i da omului
un peste, ci de a-l invata cum sa pescuiasca. Ei bine,
acesta este rolul francmasoneriei.

In diferite parti ale lumii, scade numarul de membri,
media de varsta continua sa creasca, si, In concordanta,
atunci cand ne uitam de-a lungul anilor, ideologiile ofi-
terilor marilor loji sunt mai
mult sau mai putin aceleasi.
Nu existi o reinnoire. In pri-
mul rand pentru ca ne cu-
noastem deja toti, stim deja
ce vor spune vecinii nostri,
nu exista dezbateri pentru ca
ne cunoastem deja. Relnnoi-
rea este cea care aduce idei
noi, noi modalitati de a cau-
ta consensul pentru a crea
o0 societate mai buna, iar
atunci cand se genereaza
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not wait for them to be debated by others, look for solu-
tions, try them out, possibly fund them and solve the
problem. In other words, there is a very old phrase,
which is not Masonic, but is very valid, that says that it
is not a matter of giving a man a fish, but of teaching
him how to fish. Well, that is the role of Freemasonry.
In different parts of the
world, membership is declin-
ing, the average age contin-
ues to rise, and, in keeping
with that, when we look back
over the years, the ideologies
of the Grand Lodge officers
are more or less the same.
There is no renewal. Primar-
ily because we all already
know each other, we already
know what our neighbours
will say, there are no debates

aceasta metoda, in general,
oamenii vin la noi, iar aceasta este experienta noastra.

Mai existd interes pentru aspectele spirituale ale
francmasoneriei, filosofia si spiritualitatea masonicd
sunt incd importante astdzi sau lumea este mai preocu-
patd de aspectele materiale ale vietii?

Aceasta este o intrebare foarte buna. Lumea, in
general, are, desigur, mintea orientata exclusiv spre
material, dar oricine se apropie de Francmasonerie
intra rapid in contact si cu lumea spirituala. Franc-
masoneria intelege progresul ca avansare moralad,
spirituala si materiala. Sa spunem ca una nu merge
fara cealalta in constructia masonica. Si, bineinteles,
lucram Impreuna cu celelalte corpuri masonice, cum
ar fi Consiliul Suprem de grad 33, Arcul Regal, care a
inceput relativ recent sa functioneze si a devenit activ
in martie, Rozicrucienii. Avem un district englezesc in
partea de sud a Argentinei.

Care sunt particularitdtile francmasoneriei argenti-
niene si ale francmasoneriei latino-americane in gene-
ral, care o ajutd sd nu-si piardd identitatea in ,Republi-
ca universald a francmasonilor’, asa cum a numit
Pierre-Yves Beaurepaire francmasoneria mondiala?

Masonul este un cetdtean al lumii, un concetatean
al omului, asa cum spune unul dintre ritualurile noas-
tre. Si, bineinteles, exista un fir comun: oriunde te
duci, esti mason, esti primit ca un membru al familiei.
Dar, desigur, fiecare, nu numai fiecare tar3, fiecare oras
are particularitatile sale. Aici, in Argentina, una este sa
fii mason in orasul Buenos Aires, care este mai cosmo-
polit si primeste mai multi vizitatori, este mai executiv,
ca sd spunem asa, mai rece, pentru ca mergem la acti-
vitatile noastre, mancam, plecam, ne salutam, si cu
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because we already know
each other. It is the renewal that brings new ideas, new
ways of seeking consensus to create a better society, and
when that method is generated, people generally come
to us, and that is our experience.

Is there still interest in the spiritual aspects of Free-
masonry, is Masonic philosophy and spirituality still
important today or is the world more concerned with
the material aspects of life?

This is a very good question. People in general are,
of course, exclusively materially minded, but anyone
who approaches Freemasonry quickly comes into
contact with the spiritual world as well. Freemasonry
understands progress as moral, spiritual and material
advancement. Let us say that one does not go without
the other in Masonic construction. And, of course, we
work together with the other Masonic bodies, such as
the Supreme Council of the 33 degree, the Royal
Arch, which started relatively recently and became
active in March, the Rosicrucians. We have an English
district in the southern part of Argentina.

What are the particularities of Argentine Freema-
sonry and of Latin American Freemasonry in general,
that help it not to lose its identity in the “Universal
Republic of Freemasons’, as Pierre-Yves Beaurepaire
called world Freemasonry?

The Mason is a citizen of the world, a fellow citizen
of man, as one of our rituals says. And, of course, there
is a common thread: wherever you go, you are a Ma-
son, you are welcomed as a member of the family. But,
of course, each, not only each country, each city has its
peculiarities. Here in Argentina, it is one thing to be a
Mason in the city of Buenos Aires, which is more cos-
mopolitan and receives more visitors, it is more
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totul altceva, cand esti invitat sa experimentezi, sa
vizitezi o loja din interiorul tarii.

Dincolo de a vorbi despre alte tari, in cadrul aceleiasi
tari exista particularitati care tin de regiune, de idiosin-
crasie. Insa oricine este intr-o loji din Buenos Aires, din
Salsa, din Ushuaia, din Frankfurt, din Washington sau
din Romania este un frate. Dincolo de particularitati,
este minunat sa vizitezi si sa cunosti diferitele idiosin-
crazii ale fraternitatii, pentru ca esenta masonica este
unica, din perspectiva mea.

Se stie cd masoneria latino-americand joacd un rol
social important. Puteti sd ne spuneti, in cdteva cuvinte,
cum este francmasoneria in tara dumneavoastrd, din-
colo de ritualuri? Ce rol joacd in societatea actuald?

Eibine, era un secretar foarte important din anii '60
care definea francmasoneria ca fiind cutia de scule a
Republicii, si nu neaparat pentru ca ocupa locuri de
putere, pentru ca exista masoni cu putere, ci pentru ca
masonul este o persoana activa, indiferent de rolul pe
care il are, fie ca este politician, om de afaceri, profesor,
cineva care face comert, cineva care are o meserie, este
0 persoana care, sa spunem, se formeaza in cadrul in-
stitutiei noastre din primul moment pana cand devine
maestru mason sau Venerabil, este permanent incurajat
sa-si puna o Intrebare foarte simpla care a rasturnat
imperii de-a lungul istoriei: sa se intrebe de ce?, de ce
totul?, pentru ca nimic nu este de la sine inteles.

Deci, rolul masoneriei este de a forma cetateni mai
buni, care sa fie activi, ceea ce astdzi marketingul poli-
tic numeste cercul rosu, nu stiu daca si in Romania este,
adica persoana, cetateanul care este informat, care se
intreabd permanent. Ei bine, francmasoneria este for-
matoare de cetateni, in Argentina cu sigurantg, in re-
giune de asemenea, dar nu si in lume, din cauza a ceea
ce spuneam mai devreme, ca in unele locuri este poate
mai legata exclusiv de filantropie. Asta este masoneria
in Argentina. A dat paisprezece presedinti, multi guver-
natori, douazeci si cinci de vicepresedinti, senatori,
deputati de-a lungul istoriei sale, fondatori de cluburi
de cartier, fondatori de cluburi de fotbal, urmand pom-
pierii voluntari din La Boca, care a fost prima statie de
pompieri voluntari din America de Sud (a fost creata
de francmasoni), cantareti de tango, personalitati din
cultura... toti erau liber-cugetatori. Aceasta este cheia -
intrebarea de ce?, pusa de cel care nu ia nimic de bun
si care este Incurajat sa faca acest lucru. Prin urmare,
existda doar acest drum in cadrul francmasoneriei
pentru generarea de cetdteni, scris cu majuscula.

As dori sd abordez francmasoneria argentiniand
dintr-o perspectivd internationald. Cu ce alte Mari Loji
din lume intretineti relatii fratesti sau ati facut schimb
de mari reprezentanti?

Noi suntem regulari, iar In cadrul regularitatii
masonice suntem membri fondatori ai Confederatiei

executive, so to speak, cooler, because we go to our
activities, we eat, we leave, we say hello, and quite
another when you are invited to experience, to visit a
lodge in the interior of the country.

Beyond talking about other countries, within the
same country there are particularities that have to do
with region, with idiosyncrasies. But anyone who is
in alodge in Buenos Aires, Salsa, Ushuaia, Frankfurt,
Washington or Romania is a brother. Beyond the
particularities, it is wonderful to visit and get to
know the different idiosyncrasies of the fraternity,
because the Masonic essence for me is unique.

It is known that Latin American Freemasonry plays
an important social role. Can you tell us, in a few words,
what Freemasonry is like in your country, beyond the
rituals? What role does it play in today's society?

Well, there is a very important secretary from the
1960s who defined Freemasonry as the toolbox of the
Republic, and not necessarily because it occupies posi-
tions of power, because there are Masons with power,
but because the Mason is an active person, whatever
role he has, whether he is a politician, a businessman, a
teacher, someone who has a trade, someone who has
a profession, is a person who, let's say, is trained within
our institution from the very first moment until he be-
comes a Master Mason or the Worshipful Master, is
constantly encouraged to ask a very simple question
that has overthrown empires throughout history: To ask
why? , why everything, because nothing is self-evident.

So, the role of Freemasonry is to form better citi-
zens, to be active, what today's political marketing calls
the red circle, I don't know if it is in Romania as well,
i.e. the person, the citizen who is informed, who is
constantly asking questions. Well, Freemasonry is a
citizen-former, in Argentina certainly, in the region as
well, but not in the world, because of what | was saying
earlier, that in some places it is perhaps more linked
exclusively to philanthropy. That is Freemasonry in
Argentina. It has given fourteen presidents, many gov-
ernors, twenty-five vice-presidents, senators, deputies
throughout its history, founders of neighborhood clubs,
founders of soccer clubs, following the volunteer fire-
men of La Boca, which was the first volunteer fire sta-
tion in South America (it was created by Freemasons),
tango singers, cultural personalities... they were all
freethinkers. This is the key - the question why?, asked
by the one who takes nothing for granted and is en-
couraged to do so. Therefore, there is only this path
within Freemasonry for the generation of citizens,
written with a capital letter.

I would like to approach Argentine Freemasonry
from an international perspective. With which other
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Masonice Interamericane, CMI, care este un fel de
Organizatie masonica a Statelor Americane, si care
astazi are 96 de Mari Loji, poate cea mai mare grupare
masonicd, ca numadr, care exista In prezent. Pentru ca,
in afara de America, datorita relatiilor, in special a
relatiilor ibero-americane, mai fac parte Spania, Italia,
Portugalia si Franta.

Rolul femeii in francmasonerie este foarte impor-
tant in zilele noastre, pentru ca, daca vorbim despre
francmasonerie ca agent al schimbarii sociale, masonul
nu poate fi atat de arogant incat sa spuna ca poate sa
lase deoparte 51% din opinia lumii, dar o sa ne dedi-
cam filantropiei.... Ideea este de a dezbate, iar cand fe-
meile Tn aceste vremuri, si nu spun doar asa ca un fals
marketing, dupa cum se poate vedea, conduc astazi
tari, organizatii internationale, corporatii, ne lipseste
51% din lume 1n aceasta dezbatere. Ei bine, in Argen-
tina, In regiune, In general in America de Sud, avem o
relatie excelenta cu marile loji de femei si continuam
sa lucrdm impreuna in forumurile internationale toc-
mai pentru acest tip de dezbatere.

Apoi, in afara Confederatiei Masonice Interamerica-
ne, Marea Loja a Argentinei are relatii cu toate Marile
Loji regulare din Europa, din lume, de exemplu, avem
o relatie recent ratificatd, dar foarte apropiata de mult
timp, cu Marea Loja Unita din Anglia, cu Marea Loja din
Spania, datorita relatiilor pe care le-am mentionat mai
devreme, epoca lui Franco si revenirea la democratie.
Avem o relatie excelentd, lucram foarte mult pe schimb
de corespondenta atat cu Marea Loja a Rusiei, cat si
cu Marea Loja a Ucrainei in acest conflict, si stim ca
Marea Loja a Poloniei, de asemenea un prieten al nos-
tru, a facut o munca umanitara foarte importanta. Cu
alte cuvinte, suntem conectati cu lumea, in concertul
natiunilor sau al Marilor Loji regulare din lume.

In aceeasi ordine de idei a internationalismului, ati
observat diferente intre francmasoneria din Europa de
Vest si cea din Europa de Est, intre francmasoneria din
America de Sud si cea din America de Nord? Ce fel de
francmasonerie credeti cd este mai aproape de ceea ce
ar trebui sd fie in esentd francmasoneria?

Ei bine, nu exista nimic mai subiectiv decat sa in-
trebi un Mare Maestru cum este francmasoneria,
pentru ca, tocmai asta este francmasoneria, este pen-
tru tara si noi suntem liber cugetatori.

Gandirea libera genereaza opinia personald, care
este la fel de valabila ca si cea a unui maestru din
Portugalia, sau ca si cea a unora din Statele Unite.
Acestea fiind spuse, cred ca, asa cum spuneam, un
mason este mason peste tot.

Am avut ocazia sa lucrez masonic in diferite locuri
din Statele Unite, din Brazilia, din Europa, atat in Est
cat si In Vest, am o relatie excelenta cu Marele Repre-
zentant al Moldovei in Spania, pentru ca m-a invitat la
vremea respectiva, iar adevarul este ca masoneria in
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Grand Lodges in the world do you have fraternal rela-
tions or have you exchanged Grand Representatives?

We are regular, and within the Masonic regularity
we are founding members of the Inter-American Ma-
sonic Confederation, CMI, which is a kind of Masonic
Organization of American States, and which today has
96 Grand Lodges, perhaps the largest Masonic group,
by number, that exists today. Apart from America, be-
cause of relations, especially Ibero-American relations,
Spain, Italy, Portugal and France also belong.

The role of women in Freemasonry is very impor-
tant nowadays, because if we talk about Freemasonry
as an agent of social change, the Freemason cannot be
so arrogant as to say that he can leave aside 51% of
the world's opinion, but we will dedicate ourselves to
philanthropy.... The point s to debate, and when women
in these times, and I'm not just saying that as a false
marketing, as you can see, run countries, international
organizations, corporations today, we are missing
51% of the world in this debate. Well, in Argentina, in
the region, in general in South America, we have an
excellent relationship with the big women's lobbies
and we continue to work together in international
forums precisely for this kind of debate.

Then, apart from the Inter-American Masonic Con-
federation, the Grand Lodge of Argentina has relations
with all the regular Grand Lodges in Europe, in the
world, for example, we have a recently ratified, but very
close relationship for a long time, with the United Grand
Lodge of England, with the Grand Lodge of Spain, be-
cause of the relations | mentioned earlier, the Franco
era and the return to democracy. We have an excellent
relationship, we work very much on exchange of corre-
spondence with both the Grand Lodge of Russia and the
Grand Lodge of Ukraine in this conflict, and we know
that the Grand Lodge of Poland, also a friend of ours,
has done very important humanitarian work. In other
words, we are connected with the world, in the concert
of nations or regular Grand Lodges of the world.

In the same vein of internationalism, have you no-
ticed differences between Freemasonry in Western and
Eastern Europe, between Freemasonry in South Amer-
ica and Freemasonry in North America? What kind of
Freemasonry do you think is closer to what Freemason-
ry should essentially be?

Well, there is nothing more subjective than asking
a Grand Master what Freemasonry is like, because that
is what Freemasonry is, it is for the country and we are
free thinkers.

Free thinking generates personal opinion, which is
as valid as that of a master in Portugal, or in the United
States. Having said that, I think, as I said, a Mason is a
Mason everywhere.

I have had the opportunity to do Masonic work in
different places in the United States, in Brazil, in Europe,
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esenta este aceeasi. Agapa fraterna, modul in care ne
tratam unii pe altii atunci cand stim ca suntem frati,
vorbim in alt mod, fie ca suntem turisti, fie ca suntem
pentru afaceri sau pentru francmasonerie, este exact
acelasi lucru.

Este usor de observat cd perceptia publicd asupra
francmasoneriei s-a schimbat de-a lungul timpului. Ce
credeti cd a contribuit la aceastd schimbare? Existd
vreo legdturd intre schimbarea perceptiei publice si
calitatea umand a membrilor? Ati observat dacd im-
bundtdtirea perceptiei publice duce la o crestere a
numdrului de membri?

Am inteles ca relatia este directa. Evident, In primul
rand pentru cg, atunci cand noi, masonii, nu ne facem
cunoscuti, cand incurajam oamenii sa spuna ca este
secret, ca ne Intalnim noaptea si nu explicam de ce In-
talnim noaptea, pentru ca lucram ziua, nu este ca si cum
am avea Intalniri secrete noaptea, inchise. Nu, trebuie
sa explicdim! Eu muncesc, nimeni nu trdieste din ,mese-
ria” de mason, muncesc pana la sase seara si apoi ma
duc laloja si deschidem usa Marelui Maestru. Nu trebu-
ie sd ne jucam, sd incurajam acest lucru secret si inchis.
In mod clar se diminueazi pentru c3, mai ales in anu-
mite tari, ca a noastra, unde influenta, poate religioasa,
este foarte puternica, oamenii care se tem de aceste
lucruri trebuie sa arate. Ca are o latura secretd, pe care
nu este convenabil sa ti-o spun, pentru ca ar fi ca si cum
ti-as spune sfarsitul filmului, este cea pe care trebuie sa
o trdiesti, sa interpretezi simbolurile. Dar activitatea
masonica nu este secreta. Astfel c3, atunci cand Incepi
sa cunosti, si asta mi s-a intdmplat mie personal, care
am lucrat In medii foarte conservatoare, cum ar fi Mi-
nisterul Securitdtii, fortele federale, in zona mea care se
ocupa de infractionalitate, si care este dinamica, sa
spunem intr-o structura foarte conservatoare, cand te
vad (si aici ma refer de la ministrul Securitatii, pana la
ultimul angajat) spun: oh, dar e mason, e prieten, e cool,
e baiat bun, lucreaza, stie. Cu alte cuvinte, demistifica
prin faptul ca se face cunoscut ca mason.

Mi s-a intdmplat de multe ori sa vad ca noi, masonii,
ne discriminam pe noi insine, prin faptul ca unii nu
spun ca sunt masoni, ceea ce genereaza mai multe
probleme. Aceasta este interpretarea mea a ceea ce am
observat si a modului In care am crescut, in ceea ce
priveste mersul in directia opusd, vom vedea peste
cateva decenii cum a evoluat.

Cum vedeti viitorul francmasoneriei?

Vad francmasoneria ca pe o institutie care devine
din ce in ce mai necesara tocmai pentru ca exista ideea
ca este ceva vechi, medieval, ne este frica... Lumea mer-
ge In sens invers fata de valorile pe care francmasone-
ria le propaga si, cand se gandeste asa, francmasoneria
ar trebui sa tinda sa se diminueze. Ei bine, in regiune,
cel putin atunci cand devenim un punct de intalnire a
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both in the East and in the West, I have an excellent
relationship with the Grand Representative of Moldova
in Spain, because he invited me at the time, and the
truth is that Freemasonry in essence is the same. The
festive board, the way we treat each other when we
know that we are brethren, we talk in a different way,
whether we are tourists, whether we are for business
or for Freemasonry, is exactly the same.

It is easy to see that public perception of Freemason-
ry has changed over time. What do you think has con-
tributed to this change? Is there a link between the
change in public perception and the human quality of
members? Have you noticed whether improved public
perception leads to increased membership?

[ understand that the relationship is direct. Obvi-
ously, primarily because when we Masons don't make
ourselves known, when we encourage people to say
that it's secret, that we meet at night, and we don't
explain why we meet at night, because we work dur-
ing the day, it's not like we have secret meetings at
night, closed. No, we have to explain! I work, nobody
makes a living as a mason, [ work until six in the
evening and then I go to the lodge and we open the
door to the Grand Master. We must not play games, we
must not encourage this secret, closed thing. Clearly it
is diminishing because, especially in certain countries,
like ours, where the influence, perhaps religious, is
very strong, people who are afraid of these things have
to show. That it has a secret side, which it's not con-
venient to tell you, because it would be like telling you
the end of the film, it's the one you have to live, to in-
terpret the symbols. But Masonic activity is not secret.
So when you start to know, and this has happened to
me personally having worked in very conservative
environments, like the Ministry of Security, the feder-
al forces, in my area that deals with crime, and which
is dynamic, let's say in a very conservative structure,
when they see you (and here I mean from the Minister
of Security, down to the last employee) they say: oh,
but he's a Mason, he's a friend, he's cool, he's a good
guy, he works, he knows. In other words, it demystifies
the fact of making oneself known.

It has often happened to me that we Masons dis-
criminate against ourselves by not saying we are
Masons, which creates more problems. This is my
interpretation of what I have observed and how I have
grown up, as far as going in the opposite direction, we
will see in a few decades how it has evolved.

How do you see the future of Freemasonry?

I see Freemasonry as an institution that is becom-
ing more and more necessary precisely because there
is the idea that it is something old, medieval, we are
afraid... The world is going in the opposite direction to



Masonic Féfiliﬁ

oamenilor care, desi au ideologiile lor, nu Inseamna ca
le lasa deoparte, un punct de intalnire pentru oameni
care gandesc diferit, francmasoneria tinde sa creasca.
Existd in lume, nu in Argentina, in Europa totalitarism,
in Statele Unite sunt familii divizate de un candidat
sau altul, chestiuni care fac zgomot si se vad clar in
mass-media, Insa la mijloc sunt milioane de oameni
care nu fac zgomot, dar care s-au saturat de asta. Si
tocmai de aceea, francmasoneria este un loc in care,
atunci cand te oferi, nu vii cu ideologia ta, si atata timp
cat esti dispus sa asculti pe cineva care gandeste diferit
si nu crezi ca tu detii adevarul absolut, esti binevenit.
Ceea ce pare atat de simplu, este ceea ce pentru noi,
addugat la o politica de comunicare, ne-a marit de cinci
ori numarul de membri, aici in Argentina, datorita nu-
marului enorm de oameni care doresc sa continue sa
dezbatd politica, dar nu cu un fanatic care nu te ascults,
ci din perspectiva de construi o societate mai buna.

Dupd ce am fdcut aceastd trecere in revistd a franc-
masoneriei din Argentina, se cuvine sd-1 cunoastem pe
cel care supravegheazd in prezent evolutia ei. Prea
Respectabile Mare Maestru, vd rog sd vd prezentati,
atdt in calitate de Mare Maestru al Marii Loji din
Argentina, cdt si de cetdtean al Argentinei.

Ma numesc Pablo Lazaro, sunt inginer informa-
tician, m-am specializat In securitate cibernetica si
criminalitate cibernetici cu ceva timp in urma. Intot-
deauna am fost o persoana cu rol tehnic in tot ceea ce
inseamna sisteme sau, in general, IT.

Cand am intrat in francmasonerie, acum mai bine
de 20 de ani, mi-am regasit latura umanista, latura mai
sociald, ceea ce nu este des intalnita la un om care lu-
creazad in securitate, motiv pentru care a trebuit sa o
dezvolt. Adevarul este ca aici am gasit oameni din
afara domeniului in care lucrez, cu meserii si profesii
diferite, cu varste diferite si mi s-a parut fantastic.
M-am Inscris si prima data cand am vazut un ritual am
spus: o0 sa ma plictisesc pentru ca va fi la fel in fiecare
zi, am nevoie de ceva dinamic. Dar dimpotriva, sunt
mai fericit In fiecare zi pentru ca nicio intalnire nu este
la fel cu cealalta, chiar daca este un ritual, un protocol.
Aceasta prima perceptie, ca este mereu la fel, a fost ca
ma voi plictisi. Dar nu, nu ma plictisesc deloc!

Ca Mare Maestru am avut onoarea de a servi fratii,
pentru ca cel care este In Marea Loja are vocatia de a-i
servi pe ceilalti frati.

Am fost initiat Intr-o loja a comunitatii italiene din
Argentina, care este Liberi Pensatori. Exista loji ale
diverselor comunitati din Argentina, cum ar fi cea ar-
meangd, a existat o loja romana dar astazi nu mai exis-
t3, loji germane, loji ale comunitatii evreiesti, o loja a
comunitatii italiene care a creat clubul River Plate, de
aceea am evidentiat-o la momentul respectiv. Astazi
face parte dintr-o altd loja, pentru ca Liberi Pensatori,
loja mea mamd, a crescut foarte mult la vremea
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the values that Freemasonry propagates, and when it
thinks like that, Freemasonry should tend to diminish.
Well, in the region, at least when we become a meeting
point for people who, although they have their ideol-
ogies, it doesn't mean that they leave them aside, a
meeting point for people who think differently, Free-
masonry tends to grow. There are in the world, not in
Argentina, in Europe totalitarianism, in the United
States families divided by one candidate or another,
issues that make noise and are clearly seen in the me-
dia, but in the middle there are millions of people who
do not make noise, but who are tired of it. And that's
why Freemasonry is a place where, when you offer
yourself, you don't come with your ideology, and as long
as you're willing to listen to someone who thinks differ-
ently and doesn't think you own the absolute truth,
you're welcome. What seems so simple is what for us,
added to a communication policy, has increased our
membership fivefold here in Argentina, due to the huge
number of people who want to continue to debate poli-
tics, but not with a fanatic who doesn't listen to you, but
from the perspective of building a better society.

Having made this overview of Freemasonry in
Argentina, it is appropriate to meet the man who is
currently overseeing its development. Most Worshipful
Grand Master, please introduce yourself, both as Grand
Master of the Grand Lodge of Argentina and as a citizen
of Argentina.

My name is Pablo Lazaro, I am a computer engi-
neer, | specialized in cyber security and cyber crime
some time ago. ['ve always been a technical person in
everything related to systems or generally IT.

When I joined Freemasonry more than 20 years ago,
[ found my humanistic side, my more social side, some-
thing that someone in security doesn't normally have,
which is why [ had to develop it. The truth is that here
[ met people from outside the field [ work in, with dif-
ferent trades and professions, of different ages, and [
found it fantastic. I joined and the first time I saw a
ritual [ said: I'm going to get bored because it's going to
be the same every day, [ need something dynamic. But
on the contrary, I'm happier every day because no two
meetings are the same, even if it's a ritual, a protocol.
That first perception, that it's always the same, was that
[ would get bored. But no, I don't get bored at all!

As Grand Master [ had the honour to serve the
brethren, because the one who is in the Grand Lodge
has the vocation to serve the other brethren.

[ was initiated in a lodge of the Italian community
in Argentina, which is Liberi Pensatori. There are lodg-
es of different communities in Argentina, such as the
Armenian one, there was a Romanian lodge but today
it no longer exists, German lodges, lodges of the Jewish
community, a lodge of the [talian community that cre-
ated the River Plate club, that's why I highlighted it at
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respectiva si am ridicat coloanele unei loji a republi-
canilor spanioli, care este loja Prometeo. De atunci,
aripa noastra a preluat conducerea, in 2008. Am avut
onoarea de a fi Marele Secretar, un fel de sef de cabinet
al acelui Mare Maestru, Jorge Clavero, care a inceput
tot acest proces de deschidere, timp de sapte ani, adi-
ca cele doua mandate ale sale si inca un an al succeso-
rului sau, Prea Respectabilul frate Nicolas Breglia. Am
fost Prim Mare Supraveghetor timp de doi ani. Jorge
Clavero a fost din nou Mare Maestru din 2017 pana in
2020, iar eu am fost Pro Mare Maestru. Iar in anul
2020 am avut onoarea ca fratii sa ma aleaga Mare
Maestru, in plind pandemie (a fost pentru prima data
cand s-a organizat un vot electronic din motive de
pandemie), dar cu toate procedurile indeplinite. Im-
preuna cu colegul meu Pro Mare Maestru Ramiro
Dall'Aglio suntem prima echipa speciala din mai multe
puncte de vedere. Este pentru prima data cand exista
o formula sub 50 de ani, eu am 44 de ani, el avea 46 de
ani la vremea respectiva, este pentru prima data cand
cineva care nu este avocat, sau medic, ci cineva din
domeniul stiintei, mai mult, al ingineriei, este ales
Mare Maestru. Este pentru prima data cand Pro Mare-
le Maestru nu este din orasul Buenos Aires, ci din in-
terior, In acest caz din orasul Santa Fe.

Aceasta raspunde tocmai unui corolar al politicii
care a fost initiate, aceea de a miza pe cresterea din in-
terior, si avem acum un Pro Marele Maestru din terito-
riu, pe media de varsta scdzuta, motiv pentru care
ajunge Mare Maestru o persoana de patruzeci de ani si
diversitatea profesiilor celor care intra in masonerie,
motiv pentru care a ajuns Mare Maestru cineva care nu
este avocat. Prin urmare, o spunem aproape in gluma,
desi este foarte real, este corolarul multor ani de munca
si este o bucurie, iar institutia noastra, lojile noastre
sunt din ce In ce mai bucuroase sa ii serveasca pe frati
si cautam In permanenta noi modalitati de a face cunos-
cuta francmasoneria, pentru ca sunt convins ca multi
oameni nu intrd in francmasonerie pentru ca nu stiu ce
este, poate e vreun mit, sau o chestiune ciudata, dar in
realitate este o scoala civicg, care, fara indoiald, imbu-
natateste calitatea vietii politice in sensul larg al cuvan-
tului Tn tara noastra. Deci, sunt foarte fericit!

Acest lucru este important. Va multumesc foarte mult
pentru aceastd ocazie de a cunoaste Francmasoneria
din Argentina si de a vd cunoaste si pe dumneavoastrd.
Va multumesc foarte mult pentru cd ne-ati impdrtdsit
experienta dumneavoastrd si vd doresc putere de muncda
in slujba fratilor.

Va multumesc foarte mult si va doresc un an 2023
foarte fericit. Noi continuam sa lucram. Este o onoare
pentru mine ca am luat parte la acest interviu si cad am
fost la dispozitia dumneavoastra. Interviul s-a inche-
iat, foarte buna spaniola dv, sunt foarte foarte sur-
prins. Va multumesc foarte mult pentru onoarea de a
realiza acest interviu in limba spaniola.

the time. Today it is part of another lodge, because
Liberi Pensatori, my mother lodge, grew a lot at that
time and we establish a new one, Prometeo, the Span-
ish republicans lodge. From there, our current took
over in 2008. I had the honour of being the Grand
Secretary, sort of the chief of staff of that Grand Master,
Jorge Clavero, who started all this opening process, for
seven years, which was his two terms and another
year of his successor, the Mosst Worshipful Brother
Nicolas Breglia. [ was Senior Grand Warden for two
years. Jorge Clavero was again Grand Master from
2017 to 2020, and I was Pro Grand Master. And in 2020
[ had the honour that the brethren elected me Grand
Master, in the midst of a pandemic (it was the first time
an electronic vote, was held due to pandemia), but with
all the procedures fulfilled. Together with my fellow
Pro Grand Master Ramiro Dall'Aglio we are the first
special formula from many points of view. It is the first
time that there is a formula under 50 years old, | am 44
years old, he was 46 years old at the time, it is the first
time that someone who is not a lawyer, or a doctor, but
someone in the field of science, more of engineering, is
elected Grand Master. It is the first time that the Pro
Grand Master is not from Buenos Aires, but from the
interior, in this case from the city of Santa Fe.

This responds precisely to a corollary of the policy
that has been initiated, which is to bet on growth from
within, and we now have a Pro Grand Master from the
territory, on the low average age, which is why a per-
son of forty years of age becomes Grand Master, and
the diversity of professions of those who enter Mason-
ry, which is why someone who is not a lawyer became
Grand Master. Therefore, we say it almost in jest, al-
though it is very real, it is the corollary of many years
of work and it is a joy, and our institution, our lodges
are more and more happy to serve the brethren and we
are always looking for new ways to make Freemasonry
known, because ['m convinced that many people don't
go into Freemasonry because they don't know what it
is, maybe it's some myth, or some strange matter, but
in reality it's a school of citizenship that undoubtedly
improves the quality of political life in the broadest
sense of the word in our country. So I'm very happy!

This is important. Thank you very much for this op-
portunity to get to know Freemasonry in Argentina and
to get to know you too. Thank you very much for shar-
ing your experience with us and I wish you strength for
your work in the service of the brethren.

Thank you very much and I wish you a very happy
2023. We continue to work. It is an honour for me to
have taken part in this interview and to be at your
service. The interview is over, very good Spanish, [ am
very very surprised. Thank you very much for the
honour of having this interview in Spanish. ™

Sursa / Source: https://youtu.be/RrUylxmcLXk
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Visiting Lady's Haig Poppy Factory in Edinburgh
a private tour guided by RW.Bro. Gordon Michie
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GORDON MICHIE | Past Substitute Provincial GM, Prov. GL of Fife and Kinross, GL of Scotland
PM, Lodge Earl Haig No. 1260, Grand Lodge of Scotland
PM, Lodge Hope of Kurrachee No. 337, Grand Lodge of Scotland

Comemorare, Slujire

si Francmasonerie
(Partea 1)

»,Comemorarea li cinsteste pe cei care au slujit ca sa
ne apere libertatile democratice si modul de viata. Ne
unim din toate credintele, culturile si paturile sociale
ca sa ne amintim de slujirea si sacrifi-
ciul comunitatii Fortelor Armate din
Marea Britanie si Commonwealth.”
O descriere succinta si foarte potrivita
a unui lucru foarte personal si extrem
de profund pentru cei care sunt atinsi
direct sau indirect de nevoia de a
Comemora.

De cand ma stiu mi-am dorit sa-mi
slujesc Tara, e ceva despre care n-as
putea explica de unde mi se trage, dar
stiu doar ca e un lucru din inima mea
pe care mi-am dorit intotdeauna sa-I
fac. Provin dintr-o familie destul de
traditionala a Bisericii Scotiei, biserica
si scoala de duminica au facut mereu
parte din ritualul nostru saptamanal.
Am stiut si ca o parte din ritualul sap-
tamanal al tatalui meu era sa participe
la intalnirile Lojii lui. Era pe atunci - si
inca e si acum - un Francmason foarte
activ si, la 87 de ani, este, de fapt, cel
mai in varsta mason activ al nostru.

Remembrance, Service

and Freemasonry
(Part1)

“Remembrance honours those who serve to defend
our democratic freedoms and way of life. We unite
across faiths, cultures and backgrounds to remember
the service and sacrifice of the Armed
Forces community from Britain and
the Commonwealth”. A very apt suc-
cinct description for something that is
very personal and so much deeper for
all those who are directly or indirectly
touched by the need to Remember.

Ever since I can remember [ want-
ed to serve my Country, it is some-
thing that I cannot explain from
whence it came, but I just know that
it is something within my heart that
[ had always wanted to do. I did come
from a fairly traditional Kirk of Scot-
land family, Kirk and Sunday school
was always part of our weekly ritual.
[ also knew that part of my father’s
weekly ritual was also to attend his
Lodge. He was then and is still now a
very active Freemason and is in fact at
87 year old our longest serving ma-
son, joining his father and brother in
our Lodge, Lodge Earl Haig No 1260

S-a alaturat tatalui si fratelui sau in
Loja noastra, Loja Earl of Haig Nr. 1260, in 1956.

Una dintre primele mele amintiri e ca purtam o
floare de mac in fiecare noiembrie cind ma duceam
la Monumentul Eroilor din Markinch si 1i vedeam pe
»Cei batrani si viteji” stand mandri, cu piepturile aco-
perite de medalii. In anii ’70 erau mult mai multi de-
cat sunt acum si, chiar daca erau subrezi din pricina
sanatatii si a varstei, stateau mereu in picioare cu un
sentiment de onoare si o prestanta care, privind acum
in urma, nu poate veni decat din partea cuiva care a
slujit si a vazut cat de crancen e razboiul.

Poate ca acest amestec de Biserica si Francmasone-
rie de acasa mi-a insuflat dorinta de a sluji. Nu stiam
pe atunci ca viitorul meu va fi atat de interconectat cu
Comemorarea, Slujirea si Francmasoneria.

Slujirea fata de comunitate a Inceput in calitate de
cercetas, iar mai tarziu in cea de cadet in aviatie, la
17 ani, cand am plecat de acasa sa ma inrolez in Royal
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as a Lewis in 1956.

One of my other early memories is that [ can always
remember wearing a Poppy and every November
walking along to the local War Memorial in Markinch
and seeing the “old and the bold” proudly standing
with their chest full of medals. In the 1970’s there
were so many more of them than there is now and
even though they were failing in health and age they
always stood with a sense of honour and decorum that
can, looking back, only come from someone who has
served and has seen the awfulness of conflict.

Maybe it was this blend of Kirk and Freemasonry
at home that gave me this desire to serve. Little did
[ know at that time that my future would be so en-
twined in Remembrance, Service and Freemasonry.

That Service to community started as a Scout and
then later as an Air Cadet before leaving home at
17 years old to join the Royal Air Force on the 5%
January 1988. My Father and Uncle had both served
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Air Force, in 5 ianuarie 1988. Tatal meu si unchiul meu
facusera amandoi armata in anii ‘50 si era firesc sa
merg pe urmele lor - da, stiind ce stiu acum e posibil
sa fi luat alte decizii in cariera. Dar, pe de alta parte,
daca as fi facut-o, n-as mai scrie azi acest articol.

Slujirea mea fata de Loja urma sa inceapa 16 luni
mai tarziu, in martie 1989, cand ma aflam la baza RAF
Wyton din Hunttingdonshire. In timpul permisiei de
Craciun am fost trecut prin comitetul de evaluare, iar
in permisia de Pasti am fost initiat In Loja bunicului si
tatalui meu. Se afla In micul say Windygates, din Fife,
si preia numele celui care, In opinia mea, este Parintele
Comemorarii din tot Commonwealth-ul. Loja mea
mama este Loja Earl Haig nr. 1260 din Provincia Fife
and Kinross, aflata in jurisdictia Marii Loji a Scotiei.
Haig e un nume care mi-a fost familiar in copildrie in
Markinch - casa whisky-ului Haig. In Markinch era
sediul firmei Haig si peste tot in jurul meu in copilarie
erau legaturi cu numele si familia Haig. Nu stiam pe
atunci ca aceastd familie avea sa ma urmareasca in
multe feluri in calatoria mea de Comemorare, Slujire
si Francmasonerie!

FRATELE FELDMARESAL CONTE
DE HAIG SI LOJA MEA MAMA

Catanar Francmason - si pana in ziua de azi - sunt
mereu dornic sa-mi sporesc zilnic cunostintele, trasa-
tura despre care tatal meu spune ca am avut-o dintot-
deauna, setea aceea de cunoastere. Dorinta de a
intelege numele Lojii noastre silegatura cu Feldmare-
salul avea sa ma poarte in aceasta caldtorie, in primul
rand pentru a intelege de ce o Loja mica, relativ ruralg,
din Fife ar vrea sa-i poarte numele si de ce membrii ei
simteau o conexiune. Ei bine, am descoperit explicatia
simpla ca majoritatea membrilor nostri fondatori lu-
crau la distileria Cameron Bridge, care facea parte din
Imperiul Whisky-ului Haig si ca Loja noastra a fost
infiintatd la timp relativ scurt dupa incheierea Primu-
lui Razboi Mondial, intr-o vreme cand Haig era inca
omagiat ca erou national pentru ca reusise sa incheie
Razboiul si sa-i aduca pe baietii nostri acasa. Fonda-
torii au dezbatut, Insd, daca sa ne numim Loja Cameron
Bridge sau Loja Earl Haig, iar aceasta din urma denu-
mire a castigat votul.

Primii membri ai Lojii noastre stiau ca Haig era
Francmason - de fapt, 16 dintre membrii nostri fon-
datori proveneau din cea invecinatd, Loja lui Elgin din
Leven, nr. 91. Feldmaresalul Haig era atunci membru
al Lojii aceleia dar, din pricina altor indatoriri, nu era
activ ca Francmason si, de fapt, abia devenise ucenic,
fiind initiat in Loja in decembrie 1881. Cariera lui
in armatd l-a Indepartat de casa parinteasca din
Cameron si abia dupa Marele Razboi s-a intors la
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during their National Service in the 50’s and it made
sense to me to follow in their footsteps - yes knowing
what I know now, I may have made different career
decisions. But on the other hand had I done so I may
not be writing this paper today.

My Service to the Lodge was to start some 16
months later in March 1989 whilst [ was serving at
RAF Wyton in Huntingdonshire. During Christmas
leave I was put through my enquiry committee and
then on my return for Easter Leave | was initiated into
my Grandfather’s and Father’s Lodge. That Lodge was
in the small village of Windygates in Fife and it takes
the name of, in my opinion, the Father of Remem-
brance across the Commonwealth of Nations. My
Mother Lodge is Lodge Earl Haig no 1260 within the
Province of Fife and Kinross under the Constitution
of the Grand Lodge of Scotland. Haig was a name [ was
familiar with as I grew up in Markinch - the Home of
Haig. Markinch was the Headquarters of Haig’s
Whisky and all around me growing up there were
connections to the Haig name and family. Little did I
know then that this family would follow me in many
ways through my journey of Remembrance, Service
and Commemoration!

BRO FIELD MARSHAL EARL HAIG
AND MY MOTHER LODGE

As a young freemason, and to this day, [ am always
eager to make my daily advancement in knowledge, a
trait that my father says I have always had, that thirst
for knowledge. This knowledge to understand our
Lodge’s name and the connection with the Field Mar-
shal would take me on this journey, first of all under-
standing why a small relatively rural Lodge in Fife
would want to bear his name and why did the mem-
bers feel a connection. Well [ found out the simple
explanation was that the majority of our founder
members worked at Cameron Bridge distillery, which
was part of the Haig Whisky Empire and as our Lodge
was founded in the relatively near aftermath of the
First World War, at a time when Haig was still lauded
as National Hero by being able to bring the War to an
end and bring our boys home. The founders did how-
ever debate should we be called Lodge Cameron
Bridge or Lodge Earl Haig and the latter won the vote.

These early members of our Lodge knew that Haig
was a Freemason, in fact 16 of our founder members
came from our neighbouring Lodge, Elgin’s Lodge at
Leven No 91. FM Haig at this time was a member of
that Lodge but due to all of his other duties he was not
active as a Freemason and in fact at that time he had
only taken his 1st degree when he was initiated into
the Lodge in December 1881. His Army career then
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Francmasonerie, devenind calfa si apoi maestru in
1924. Apoi a progresat foarte rapid pana la Tronul
Regelui Solomon si a devenit Maestru al Lojii In 1925.
In timpul mandatului sdu a initiat 19 profani. Lucrul
acesta e atestat de jurnalul Maestrilor, care sta pe
Altarul Lojii 91 pana in ziua de azi, unde alaturi de
semnadtura lui se afla semnaturile tuturor profanilor.
Asa cum se obisnuia pe atunci, a fost promovat rapid
in cadrul Marii Loji, iar cand a murit avea gradul de
Prim Mare Diacon.

Avand asadar aceasta legatura stransa cu Loja lui
mama, fondatorii Lojii 1260 l-au abordat pe Feld-
maresal ca sa-i ceard permisiunea sa-si numeasca Loja
dupa el, lucru pe care l-a acceptat pe loc si a daruit
Lojii o sabie - prima lui sabie de cavalerie. In toate
marile statui ale lui Haig din tara e reprezentat cu ea.
Aceasta sabie e dusa de purtatorul nostru de sabie in
timpul intrunirilor deschise ale Lojii. Intamplitor,
prima mea pozitie a fost cea de purtator de sabie si
inca imi amintesc cat de smerit m-am simtit, fiind pe
atunci doar un tanar militar, sa am privilegiul de a
duce sabia acestui erou national. Pana in ziua de azi
am grija ca toti noii nostri candidati sa fie constienti
cat de veche e aceastd comoara.

HAIG SI BAZA MASONICA
A COMEMORARII

La momentul consacrarii Lojii noastre, in 1921,
Haig era in curs de a aduce laolalta mai multe grupuri
de veterani, care s-au format dupa Marele Razboi.
Ambitia, entuziasmul si devotamentul fata de oamenii
sai aveau sa se dovedeasca de o importanta vitala
pentru tara noastra, pentru ca in urma eforturilor sale
s-au format, in 1921, Legiunea Britanica si Legiunea
Britanica Scotia. Cand ne uitdm la constitutiile timpu-
rii si la structura Filialelor Legiunii, oricine care inte-
lege macar un pic structura Francmasoneriei va putea
vedea imediat de unde s-a inspirat Haig pentru noua
lui organizatie.

De-a lungul anilor, reputatia lui Haig a fost foarte
amestecata, dupa Marele Razboi fiind ba laudat ca
erou, ba acuzat ca ar fi un magar aflat in fruntea unor
lei. Adevarul se afla, foarte probabil, la mijloc. Ma
bucur ca istoricii moderni considera iarasi ca a fost un
erou national si ca actiunile lui au scurtat Primul Raz-
boi Mondial si au salvat nenumarate mii de vieti. Dupa
discutiile pe care le-am purtat cu membri actuali ai
familiei Haig si dupa diferitele carti pe care le-am citit
despre toate fatetele dezbaterii ,Haig - erou sau rau-
facator?” imi place sa cred ca oamenii lui, familia lui,
fratii lui si tara lui s-au aflat mereu in prim-plan in
gandurile sale, in toate actiunile lui. Era un om relativ
timid din fire, iar circumstantele l-au catapultat in
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took him away from the family home at Cameron and
it was not until after the Great War that he returned to
Freemasonry and was passed and raised in 1924. He
then had a very rapid progression to the Chair of King
Solomon and was the Master of the Lodge in 1925.
During his tenure he initiated 19 candidates. This can
be testified to by the Masters journal that sits on the
Dias of 91 to this day. Where along with his signature
are the signature of all of his candidates. As was nor-
mal practice on those days he also received rapid
promotion within Grand Lodge and at the time of his
death he was Grand Senior Deacon.

So with this close connection with his Mother
Lodge the founders of 1260 approached the FM to ask
his permission to call the Lodge after him, which he
readily granted and he presented the Lodge with a
sword, which had been presented to him as his first
pattern cavalry sword. This sword can be seen in all
the great statutes of Haig around the country and is
still carried by our sword bearer in open Lodge. Inci-
dentally my first office was that of Sword-bearer and
[ can still remember how humbling it was as a young
serviceman to have the privilege of carrying this
National Hero’s sword. To this day I ensure that all of
our new candidates are very well aware of the antig-
uity of this treasure.

HAIG AND THE MASONIC
FOUNDATIONS OF REMEMBRANCE.

At the time of our Lodge’s consecration in 1921
Haig was in the process of bringing together a variety
of disparate veterans groups that had emerged in the
aftermath of the Great War. His drive, enthusiasm and
dedication to his men was to prove vitally important
for our Nation as out of his endeavours the British
Legion and British Legion Scotland was formed in
1921. When you look at the early constitutions and the
structure of Legion Branches anyone with a small
understanding of the structure of Freemasonry will be
able to see at a glance where Haig took his idea from
for his new organisation structure from.

Haig’s reputation over the years has been very
mixed, from being lauded as a hero in the aftermath
of the Great War to being accused of being a donkey
leading lions. Somewhere in the middle is likely to be
the true answer. [ am gladdened that modern day
historians are coming back to the view that he was a
national hero and his actions shortened the Great War
and saved countless thousands of lives. From my dis-
cussions with current members of the Haig family and
the various books that I have read on all sides of the
Haig - hero or villain debate - I like to believe that his
men, his family, his brethren and his country were all
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lumina reflectoarelor si a fost prins in masinatiunile
politice ale unei tari aflate in criza postbelica. Lucrul
asta nu s-a intamplat din vina lui sau din vreo dorinta
de-a lui de a se afla la comandad, iar In multe feluri imi
aminteste de presedintele fictiv Tom Kirkman din se-
rialul Presedinte de rezervd / Designated survivor de pe
Netflix. Asemenea fictivului Kirkman, Haig a luat ce a
primit de la viata si a facut ce a considerat ca era bine.

A fost insa manat de dorinta de a avea grija de
oamenii lui si acesta a fost motivul pentru care a
devenit esential in conceperea si crearea a ceea ce
numim acum in Marea Britanie ,Remembrance” (Co-
memorare). Conducerea si viziunea lui au adus laolal-
ta numeroasele grupuri de veterani care s-au format
dupa razboi, avand grija ca nu intra in concurenta
unele cu altele nu numai din perspectiva banilor; ci si
in vederea serviciilor de ingrijire. Insa poate a obser-
vat si ca politica ar putea sabota unele grupuri, si nu
in cele mai bune scopuri. Istoria miscarii Legiunii
Regale Britanice merita o prezentare in sine, astfel ca
in articolul de fatd nu voi intra in prea multe detalii
despre marile organizatii care in 1921 se angajau la
100 de ani de ,slujire inainte de sine”.

Desi multi membri {i vor recunoaste lui Haig meri-
tul de a fi primul care a folosit floarea de mac ca sim-
bol al Comemordrii si pentru a ajuta finantarea
organizatiilor sale aflate la inceput, meritul trebuie sa
meargi la mai multe persoane fnaintea lui Haig. In
primul rand, It.-col. John McCrae, medic militar cana-
dian, a fost inspirat sa scrie poemul Pe cdmpurile
Flandrei, in memoria unui prieten apropiat, ucis la
Ypres. Floarea de mac a devenit simbol al comemora-
rii in toata lumea anglofona datorita acestui poem.

In Flandra, pe cdmpii, freamdtd macii, / Printre cru-
cile, randuri-randuri, / Care ne aratd locul. lar pe cer /
Zboard ciocdarliile, cdntdnd mai departe curajos, / Abia
auzite printre tunurile de jos./

Noi suntem cei morti. Pdnd mai deundzi / Am trdit,
am simtit zorile, am privit amurgul scdnteind, / Am iubit
si am fost iubiti, iar acum odihnim / Pe campiile Flan-
drei.

Continuati lupta cu vrdjmasul: / Voud cu mdini vid-
guite va aruncdm / Torta: a voastrd fie s-o tineti sus. /
Dacd ne tradati pe noi, cei ce murim, / Nu vom dormi,
chiar dacd macii cresc / In Flandra, pe cmpii.

Poemul a inspirat-o pe profesoara universitara
americana Moina Michaels sa adopte macul in amin-
tirea celor cazuti in razboi. Ea a luptat neobosit ca
acesta sa fie adoptat oficial drept simbol al Comemo-
rarii In Statele Unite si a lucrat impreuna cu altii care
incercau sa faca acelasi lucru in Canada, Australia si
Marea Britanie. Nu doar prof. Michaels a fost inspira-
ta de macul din campiile Flandrei. O frantuzoaica,
Anna Guérin, se afla In Marea Britanie in 1921, unde
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at the forefront of his mind in all that he did. He was
a relatively shy man by nature and circumstance did
catapult him into the spotlight and he was caught in
the political machinations of a Nation in a post war
time of crisis. This was through no fault of his own or
through any desire to be in charge, in many ways it
reminds me of the fictional President Tom Kirkman
in the Netflix series Designated Survivor. Like the fic-
tional Kirkman, Haig took what life gave him and he
did what he believed was right.

He was however driven by a sense to look after his
men and this was why he became instrumental in the
design and delivery of what we now know as Remem-
brance in the UK. It was his leadership and vision that
brought the many veterans groups that were forming
in the aftermath of the War together to ensure that
they were not competing with each other not only for
money but to provide a welfare service, but maybe also
he saw that politics could hijack some of these groups
and not for the best of reasons. The history of the Royal
British Legion movement is a presentation in itself and
as such [ will not go into too much detail in this paper
about those great organisations that are looking for-
ward to 100 years of “service before self” in 1921.

Although many members will credit Haig with
being the first to use the poppy as a symbol of Re-
membrance and to use it to help fund his fledgling
organisations, the credit for this must go to a number
of people before Haig. Firstly, Lt.Col John McCrae a
Canadian military doctor was inspired to write the
poem In Flanders Fields in commemoration of a close
friend who was killed at Ypres. This poem has been
instrumental in the story of making the poppy be-
come the symbol of remembrance across the English
speaking world.

In Flanders fields the poppies blow / Between the
crosses, row on row, / That mark our place; and in the
sky / The larks, still bravely singing, fly / Scarce heard
amid the guns below./

We are the Dead. Short days ago / We lived, felt
dawn, saw sunset glow, Loved and were loved, and now
we lie / In Flanders fields./

Take up our quarrel with the foe: / To you from fail-
ing hands we throw / The torch; be yours to hold it
high. / If ye break faith with us who die / We shall not
sleep, though poppies grow / In Flanders fields.

This poem inspired an American academic Prof.
Moina Michaels to adopt the poppy in memory of
those who had fallen in the war. She tirelessly cam-
paigned to get it adopted as an official symbol of
Remembrance across the United States and worked
with others who were trying to do the same in Canada,
Australia, and the UK. It was not just Prof. Michaels
who had been inspired by the poppy of Flanders field.
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intentiona sa vanda maci la Londra, fiind inspirata de
vaduvele frantuzoaice care le vindeau in Franta pen-
tru a-i sprijini pe soldatii intorsi de pe front. Fratele
nostru Feldmaresalul Haig a fost inspirat de o Intalni-
re cu d-na Guerin sa foloseasca macul ca emblema a
organizatiei sale, Legiunea Britanica. Nu era inca
Regal3, apelativul ,,Regal” a fost adaugat abia in 1971.
A comandat 9 milioane de maci in primul an si i-a
vandut publicului de Ziua Comemorarii, 11 noiembrie
1921.

Fiind membru In ambele organizatii pot vedea lim-
pede asemanarile la nivel de structura, etos si dorinta
de a face bine, desi nu pot dovedi ca instruirea masoni-
ca l-a inspirat pe Haig in modul in care a format Legiu-
nea. Mie imi place sa cred cd da. Credinta mea e Intarita
de discutiile pe care le-am purtat cu Drept Onorabilul
Frate Conte de Elgin si Kincardine, Cavaler al Nobilului
Ordin al Ciulinului, Mare Maestru din Trecut si Mare
Maestru Provincial din Trecut al Provinciei Fife si
Kinross, Provincia mea mama. Am fost onorat ca in ul-
timul mandat de Mare Maestru Provincial m-a invitat
sa devin membru activ in Marea Loja Provinciala, pe
care o slujesc cu mare cinste fata de Loja mea mama de
22 de ani. Fratele Lord Elgin mi-a impartasit o poveste
despre tatal lui si despre o intalnire a acestuia cu Haig.
De fapt, a fost mai mult decat o intalnire, pentru ca Haig
statea la Broombhall, resedinta familiei Bruce, aflata
chiar in afara orasului Dunfermline. Povestea a fost
publicata si in revista Masonic Quarterly, nr. 9.

,Intamplator, chiar dupa ce am citit articolul despre
Ducele de Wellington si Francmasonerie (Masonic
Quarterly, nr. 9), am primit o vizita din partea lui
Archie Eglinton, varul sotiei mele, si i-am povestit
despre un Feldmaresal ceva mai modern si despre
interesul acestuia fata de Francmasonerie. Archie m-a
sfatuit sa va scriu, prezentandu-va aceasta poveste.

in 1920, Lordul Haig a venit la Broomhall ca sa vi-
ziteze un club de fosti militari infiintat in orasul Dun-
fermline. Tatal meu mi-a povestit c3, in dimineata de
dupa cina cu fostii militari, Haig a spus ca spera sa
poata alcatui mai multe astfel de grupuri peste tot in
Scotia si 1n afara tarii.

Tata i-a spus apoi lui Haig ca descoperea astfel de
grupuri de fosti militari care erau in curs de initiere
sau fusesera deja initiati in Lojile Masonice din Scotia.

Tata a continuat zicandu-i: «N-ati devenit cumva,
din Intdmplare, Mason?» Se pare ca Haig a fost sur-
prins dar a recunoscut cd, pe vremea studentiei la
Oxford, se alaturase Lojii locale de la Leven, din Fife,
din apropiere de distileria Cameron Bridge, si deveni-
se Francmason 1n Loja lui Elgin din Leven, nr. 91. Loja
aceasta poarta numele celui de-al cincilea Conte, care
a fost Mare Maestru in 1761.

Tata a descoperit apoi de la secretarul Lojii ca, in-
tr-adevar, Douglas Haig, student la Oxford, obtinuse
Primul si Al Doilea Grad si il astepta pe Al Treilea.
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A French woman, Anna Guérin was in the UK in 1921
where she planned to sell the poppies in London after
being inspired by French widows who had been selling
them in France for the benefit of wounded and return-
ing soldiers. It was a meeting between our Brother the
FM Haig and Ms Guerin where he was inspired to use
the poppy as the emblem for his fledgling organisation
the British Legion. Not yet Royal, as the Royal append-
age was not added until 1971. He ordered 9 million
poppies that first year and sold them to public on our
Remembrance Day the 11% November 1921.

Being a member of both organisations I can clear-
ly see the similarities in structure, in ethos and desire
to do well and albeit I cannot evidence that it was
Haig’s masonic knowledge that inspired the way he
formed the Legion, I like to think that it did. My belief
in this is strengthened by conversations that I have
had with Bro, The Rt. Hon. Earl of Elgin and Kincar-
dine KT. Past Grand Master and Past Provincial Grand
Master of Fife and Kinross, my mother Province. I was
honoured that in his last term as our PGM he invited
me to become an active member of his PGL a body
that I have now served with great honour to my moth-
er Lodge for the last 22 years. Bro Lord Elgin shared
with me a story about his father and one of his meet-
ings with Haig. Actually it was more than a meeting
as Haig was staying at Broomhall the Bruce family
seat just outside Dunfermline. This story was also
reprinted in the MQ Magazine no 9.

“By chance, just after I had read the article about
the Duke of Wellington and Freemasonry (MQ, Issue
No. 9), there was a visit from Archie Eglinton, who is
my wife’s cousin, and I told him about a more mod-
ern Field Marshal and his interests in Freemasonry.
Archie instructed me to write to you with this story.

In 1920, Lord Haig came to visit at Broomhall in
order to visit a club of ex-servicemen that had been
developed in our local town of Dunfermline. My fa-
ther told me that, in the morning following this din-
ner of the ex-servicemen, Haig said that he was
hoping to be able to form a number of these groups
all over Scotland and elsewhere.

My father said that he then told Haig that he was
finding similar groups of ex-servicemen who were
joining or had recently joined Freemason Lodges in
Scotland.

Father went on and said to Haig: “You didn’t by any
chance become a Freemason, did you?” Haig appar-
ently looked surprised but admitted that, as an under-
graduate at Oxford he had joined the local Lodge at
Leven in Fife near to their Cameron Bridge distillery
and had become a Freemason in Elgin's Lodge at
Leven No. 91. This Lodge was named after the fifth
Earl, who was Grand Master Mason in 1761.
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S-a stabilit o data convenabila pentru ca Feldmare-
salul Haig, Cavaler al Nobilului Ordin al Ciulinului,
sd-si primeasca Al Treilea Grad, devenind ulterior
Maestru al Lojii si fiind convins sd accepte un post in
Marea Loja. Cand a murit avea gradul de Prim Mare
Diacon.”

A-l asculta pe Fratele Lord Elgin vorbind e unul
dintre marile privilegii ale vietii masonice. E unul din-
tre cei mai devotati Francmasoni pe care am avut cin-
stea sa-i intdlnesc, iar cunostintele lui despre Breasla
noastra sunt neegalate. Despre capacitatea lui de a
capta atentia auditoriului se va discuta in cercurile
masonice inca multa vreme dupa ce va fi urcat la Marea
Loja din Cer. Da, este o onoare sa fii alaturi de fratii tai,
dar e o onoare si mai mare sa ai placerea unei audien-
te private la Broomhall ca sa-i asculti amintirile.

Discutia purtata in seara aceea despre viitorul
Comemorarii intre doi dintre aristocratii si soldatii de
frunte ai tarii noastre e genul de dineu pentru care
ti-ai dori sa te poti intoarce in timp ca sa asisti la el.
Intalnirea aceea imi consolideazi credinta ci noi ca
Breasla - si mai ales membrii Provinciei mele - au
contribuit la definirea viitorului Comemorarii pentru
natiunea noastra.

Da, e o teorie firava sa crezi ca Francmasoneria se
afla in spatele Comemorarii, dar cum povestea aceasta
se impleteste cu cadlatoria mea personala ma bucur sa
privesc lucrurile asa. Cand ne gandim la povestea celui
de-al treilea grad si ce Tnseamna ea si la alegoriile pe
care le exploreaza poate fi simplu sa tinem cont de
faptul ca, desi Feldmaresalul a fost membru al Breslei,
abia dupa razboi si in apropierea Intalnirilor de la
Broomhall a fost ridicat la gradul 1nalt si sublim.

Asa cum stim, gradul al treilea ne invata despre
nemurirea sufletului. Ne invata adevarul cum ca, desi
omul se ofileste, se sfarama si se descompune, in inte-
riorul lui exista ceva ce nu va pieri niciodata. Gradul al
treilea din Francmasonerie ii impinge pe barbati sa
slujeasca adevarul pastrandu-si neclintite cele mai
nobile aspiratii chiar si cand se confrunta cu adversi-
tati ingrozitoare, aspiratii din care se poate indlta un
omagiu desavarsit al idealului nostru masonic. Oare
aceste extrem de nobile aspiratii I-au impins pe Haig
sa se asigure ca soldatii lui nu vor fi uitati niciodata?

In perioada aceea trebuie si-si fi amintit si de cu-
vantul lui Dumnezeu din Eclesiastul 12,5:,,Si te temi sa
mai urci colina si spaimele pandesc in cale si capul se
face alb ca floarea de migdal si lacusta sprintena se face
grea si toti mugurii s-au deschis, fiindca omul merge la
locasul sau de veci si bocitoarele dau tarcoale pe ulita”
si 12,7:,Si ca pulberea sa se intoarca in pamant cum a
fost, iar sufletul sa se intoarca la Dumnezeu, Care l-a
dat” (trad. Biblia Sinodala).

Eu consider ca aceste ganduri l-au facut sa insiste
ca mormantul sa-i fie aidoma cu ale soldatilor lui, o

51

My father then discovered from the Lodge secre-
tary that indeed Douglas Haig, described as an under-
graduate at Oxford, had taken his First and Second
Degrees and was still awaiting his Third.

A suitable date was arranged for Field Marshal the
Earl Haig, K.T, to receive his Third Degree and he later
went on to become Master of the Lodge and was per-
suaded to take office in Grand Lodge, which he did.
When he died he was Senior Grand Deacon.”

Listening to Bro Lord Elgin speak is one of life’s
great masonic privileges. He is one of the most dedi-
cated Freemasons [ have had the honour to meet and
his knowledge on our Craft is second to none. His
ability to hold a room is something that will be dis-
cussed in masonic circles long after he has ascended
to the Grand Lodge above. Yes, it is an honour to be
with your brethren, but even more so to have the
pleasure of a private audience at Broomhall and listen
to his memories.

The discussion about the future of Remembrance
that evening at Broomhall by two of our country’s
leading aristocrats and soldiers is one of those dinners
that you wish you can go back in time to witness. This
meeting strengthens my belief that we as a Craft and
more particularly members of my Province had a hand
in defining the future of Remembrance in our nation.

Yes, it is tenuous, to believe that our Freemasonry
is behind Remembrance, but as this story is entwined
with my personal journey, I am happy to view it that
way. When we look to the story of the third degree
and what that means and the allegories that it ex-
plores it may be an easy step to make bearing in mind
that although the Field Marshal had been a member
of the Craft it was only in the aftermath of the war and
around the time of his meetings at Broomhall that he
was raised to the high and sublime degree.

As we know the third degree teaches the immor-
tality of the soul. It teaches the truth that whilst man
withers away to crumble and decay, there is some-
thing within him that will never perish. The third
degree in Freemasonry stirs men to serve the truth
by steadfastly maintaining their noblest aspirations
even in the face of appalling adversity, out of which
can rise a more perfect tribute to our Masonic ideal.
Was it these noblest of aspirations that drove Haig to
ensure that his men were never forgotten?

During this time he would have also been remind-
ed of the word of God in Ecclesiastes 12, 5 Also when
they shall be afraid of that which is high, and fears
shall be in the way, and the almond tree shall flourish,
and the grasshopper shall be a burden, and desire
shall fail: because man goeth to his long home, and
the mourners go about the streets: and 12,7 Then
shall the dust return to the earth as it was: and the
spirit shall return unto God who gave it.
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piatra funerara imperiald standard de razboi, nu una
la care te-ai fi putut astepta pentru o familie scotiana
cu statutul lor. Lady Dorothy este si ea inmormantata
sub o lespede asemanatoare cu a sotului ei, la Abatia
Dryburgh, la scurta distanta cu masina de casa fami-
liei, din Bemersyde. Sunt ingropati amandoi langa
mormantul unui alt distins Francmason scotian, Sir
Walter Scott. De fiecare data cand merg la morminte
in abatia ruinata credinta mea in bunatatea Breslei
noastre si in lucrarile Legiunii Regale Britanice se re-
innoieste, pentru ca este un loc minunat pentru con-
templare. Nu sunt deloc surprins c3, in fiecare an,
Companionii Arcului Regal se intalnesc printre ruine-
le abatiei, pentru ca putine alte locuri pe care le-am
vizitat aduc laolalta sentimente de comemorare, cre-
dintd, speranta si bunavointa cu ajutorul carora sa
contempli la propria-ti calatorie masonica.

OMAGIUL UNEI NATIUNI,
UN MONUMENT CONSTRUIT DE MASONI

In materie de clidiri si monumente menite si-i
cinsteasca pe cei pe care i-am pierdut, nici unul nu mi
se pare mai plin de smerenie si potrivit decat Monu-
mentul National Scotian al Eroilor aflat in centrul
Castelului Edinburgh. Castelul in sine se inalta semet
deasupra frumosului meu oras natal si a reprezentat
un loc al puterii si sigurantei inca din Epoca de Bronz.

Monumentul National Scotian al Eroilor comemo-
reazad aproape 135.000 de soldati scotieni cazuti in
Primul Razboi Mondial (1914-1918), peste 50.000 in
Al Doilea Razboi Mondial (1939-1945) si campaniile
de dupa 1945. Monumentul in sine se afla in Crown
Square, chiar In varful stancii, si a fost comandat in
1927 de arhitectul Sir Robert Lorimer, care alaturi de
200 de artisti si mestesugari scotieni a creat o linistita
Sala de Onoare si Altarul unde numele celor morti
sunt scrise in carti expuse permanent. Dar ce legaturi
existd intre Francmasonerie si Comemorare? Da, asa
cum povestea cu Haig si Comemorarea e posibil sa fie
subreda, pentru ca s-ar fi intamplat chiar si daca cei
implicati nu ar fi fost Francmasoni dar, asa cum mai
spus in acest articol, imi place sa cred ca principiile
noastre au reprezentat factori de motivatie puternici
si au ajutat sa-i formeze In oamenii care au fost.

Unul dintre fratii masoni care a fost catalizatorul
din spatele viziunii de a crea Monumentul National
Scotian al Eroilor a fost John George Murray, al Optulea
Duce de Atholl. Fiind un membru de frunte al aristo-
cratiei scotiene, Ducele de Atholl - sau ,Bardie”, cum
mai era cunoscut din pricina titlului sau, Marchizul de
Tullibardine - a fost un soldat care a luptat in Sudan
si a creat Regimentul Scotian de Cavalerie (Scottish
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These sentiments are what I believe led him to in-
sist that his grave would be the same as his men a
standard Imperial War Grave Headstone and not one
that you may have expected from a Scottish family of
their standing. Lady Dorothy is also buried under a
similar grave marker to her husband in the ground of
Dryburgh Abbey a short drive away from the family
home of Bemersyde. They are both buried in the next
plot to that other distinguished Scottish Freemason,
Sir Walter Scott. Every time I visit the graveside in the
ruined Abbey my belief in the goodness of our Craft
and the work of the Royal British Legion is renewed
as it is a beautiful place of contemplation. [ am not
surprised at all that the Companions of the Royal Arch
every year have a meeting within the ruins of the
Abbey as there are few other places I have visited that
pull together the feelings of remembrance, faith, hope
and benevolence for you to contemplate on your own
masonic journey.

A NATION’S TRIBUTE BUILT
BY FREEMASONS

In terms of buildings and monuments that we have
created to honour our dead, I find none so more hum-
bling and fitting tribute than the Scottish National
War Memorial that is sited in the centre of Edinburgh
Castle. The Castle itself sits powerfully above the
beautiful city of my birth and has been a place of
strength and security since the Bronze Age.

The Scottish National War Memorial commemo-
rates nearly 135,000 Scottish casualties in the First
World War, 1914-18, more than 50,000 in the Second
World War, 1939-45, and the campaigns since 1945.
The Memorial itself is to be found in Crown Square at
the very top of the rock and was commissioned in
1927 by the architect Sir Robert Lorimer and along
with 200 Scottish artists and craftsmen created a se-
rene Hall of Honour and the Shrine, where the names
of the dead are contained in books that are on perma-
nent display. But in terms of Freemasonry and
Remembrance what connections are there? Yes, like
the story of Haig and Remembrance they may be
tenuous as they will have happened even if those in-
volved were not Freemason’s but as I have said before
in this paper, I like to believe that our principles were
strong motivators in their lives and help make them
the men they were.

One such masonic brother who was the driving
force behind the vision to create the Scottish National
War Memorial was John George Murray, 8" Duke of
Atholl. A leading member of the Scottish aristocracy,
the Duke of Atholl, or “Bardie” as he was known from
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Horse Yeomanry). A fost un om de mare viziune si
energie si, mai important, avea deopotriva influenta si
contacte. Multe dintre contacte erau de ordin Masonic,
iar In lumea noastra Masonica a fost cu siguranta un
frate cu multa influenta si conexiuni. A fost Maestru al
Lojii St. John nr. 14 (1895-1909) din Dunkeld si, im-
portant pentru Breasla Scotiana, a fost Mare Maestru
Mason al Marii Loji a Scotiei intre 1909 si 1913.

in primavara lui 1917, Ducele de Atholl a strans
in jurul sau mai multi scotieni puternici, de frunte:
gen. It. Sir Spencer Ewart, General In Statul Major Sco-
tian, lt.-col. D.W Cameron din Lochiel, Lordul Balfour
de Burleigh, Capitanul George S. C. Swinton (bunicul
celebrei actrite de Hollywood Tilda Swinton) si - im-
portant pentru acest articol - pe Sir Hector Munro de
Foullis, Maestru din Trecut al Lojii Fingal, care a fost
si primul Mare Maestru Provincial al Marii Loji Provin-
ciale de Ross si Cromarty (1890-1911). Fiul si urmasul
sau cel mai in varsta, Capitanul Henric Munro (distins
cu Military Cross [distinctie militara mai importanta
decat Victoria Cross]), a fost ucis in actiune luptand in
Batalionul 2 Seaforth Highlanders in 1918. Astfel,
vedem ca prin moartea fiului sau, Fratele Munro a
avut motive foarte personale sa se implice in constru-
irea monumentului. Am vorbit cu actualul Mare Ma-
estru Mason, Fratele Ramsay McGhee, care e si Mare
Maestru din Trecut al Ross si Cromarty, si am aflat ca
familia Munro inca este bine cunoscuta si activa pe
Black Isle, insa din pacate in clipa de fatda nu are lega-
turi masonice.

IMPLICAREA CIVICA A MASONILOR,
LEGIUNEA REGALA BRITANICA DIN
SCOTIA SI POPPYSCOTLAND

Interesul pentru legatura dintre Francmasonerie si
Comemorare mi-a fost sporit cand am inceput sa ma
implic in Poppyscotland, intdi ca voluntar In Gradina
Comemorarii din Pricess Street Gardens, acum vreo
15 ani, iar apoi cand in 2016 am avut norocul sa fiu
numit seful departamentului pentru strangere de fon-
duri si studiu. In perioada petrecuti ca voluntar m-am
implicat mai mult in Slujbele Nationale de Comemora-
re si in organizatiile implicate in diferitele parade din
fiecare noiembrie. Eram constient cd Marea Loja a
Scotiei nu era implicata ci, asa cum v-ati astepta, erau
implicate In principal organizatii militare si civice care
depuneau coroane, cu toate ca in tara multe Loji depu-
neau coroane la monumentele lor locale. M-am Intre-
bat de ce nu am fost implicati la nivel national. Dupa
mai multe discutii cu Frati mai invatati decat mine,
consensul a fost ca dupa Al Doilea Razboi Mondial a
avut loc o schimbare de vremuri si culturi. Comu-
nitatea Masonica odinioara deschisa si publica ,s-a
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his title, the Marquis of Tullibardine, was a serving
soldier who had fought in the Sudan and had raised
the Scottish Horse Yeomanry. He was a man of consid-
erable vision and energy and, what was more impor-
tant, he had both influence and connections. Many of
these connections were Masonic and in our Masonic
world he was certainly a brother of influence and con-
nection. He was the Master of Lodge of Dunkeld
St. John No 14 (1895-1909) and importantly for the
Scottish Craft he was Grand Master Mason of the
Grand Lodge of Scotland between 1909-1913.

In the spring of 1917 The Duke of Atholl gathered
around him a number of leading and powerful Scots:
Lt. General Sir Spencer Ewart, GOC Scotland, Lt. Colo-
nel D. W. Cameron of Lochiel, Lord Balfour of Burleigh,
Captain George S. C. Swinton (the grandfather of the
famous Hollywood actress Tilda Swinton) and also
and importantly for this paper Sir Hector Munro of
Foulis, PM Lodge Fingal, he was also the first Provin-
cial Grand Master of the PGL of Ross and Cromarty
1890-1911. His son and heir Captain Hector Munro
MC, Younger of Foulis, was killed in action while serv-
ing with the 2" Battalion Seaforth Highlanders in
1918. So, we can see that in the death of his son Bro
Munro had very personal reasons to be involved in the
development of this memorial. Speaking to our current
Grand Master Mason Bro Ramsay McGhee, who is also
a Past PGM of Ross and Cromarty, the Munro family are
still well known and active on the Black Isle but unfor-
tunately currently no masonic connections.

MASONIC CIVIC INVOLVEMENT AND
THE ROYAL BRITISH LEGION
SCOTLAND AND POPPYSCOTLAND.

My interest in the connection of Freemasonry and
Remembrance was further developed when I became
involved with Poppyscotland, firstly as a volunteer in
the Garden of Remembrance in Princes Street Gardens
around 15 years ago and then when [ was fortunate
enough in 2016 to be appointed as Head of Fundrais-
ing and Learning. During my time as volunteer and at
a time before I became more involved with the Nation-
al Services of Commemoration and the organisations
that were involved in the various parades every No-
vember. | was aware that the Grand Lodge of Scotland
was not involved but it was as you would expect main-
ly military and civic bodies involved in wreath laying,
although across the country many Lodges laid wreaths
at their local memorials. I asked myself why where we
not involved at a National level. After a variety of con-
versations with more learned brethren than [ am the
consensus was that after the Second World War and
the changing of times and cultures. The previously
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ascuns” cumva, nu ne-am mai deschis cladirile muni-
cipale cu mare valva, pompa si ceremonial. Marea Loja
Unita a Angliei a comentat de curdnd la emisiunea
sInside the Freemasons” ca acest lucru a avut legatura
cu persecutia lansata de Hitler impotriva Masonilor,
care au inceput sa se ascunda. Nu e o perspectiva pe
care o sustin, dar acest lucru merita un articol separat.
Ce stiu, ins3, e cd nu mai facem parada in comunitatile
noastre. Da, unele Loji o fac, dar foarte putine au pas-
trat vie traditia!

Asadar, ce s-a Intamplat cu implicarea noastra civi-
13?7 Nimeni n-a putut sa-mi spuna cu exactitate. Apoi
am descoperit ca In Scotia nu exista vreo ordine a or-
ganizatiilor in baza importantei, ci una bazata in linii
mari pe momentul intemeierii. In naivitatea mea tine-
reasca l-am abordat pe directorul de atunci al Legiunii
Regale Britanice din Scotia, dl. Kevin Gray, decorat cu
Military Medal (Garda Scotiand). Nu era Mason, iar eu
nu cunosteam protocolul pentru invitatii al Marii Loji
a Scotiei, Insa el a promis ca va cerceta si va reveni cu
un raspuns. Habar nu aveam pe atunci ca unul dintre
trezorierii Lojii noastre din Provincia mea era si Tre-
zorier National al Legiunii Regale Britanice din Scotia
si ca el a fost persoana cu care a vorbit dl. Gray despre
Francmasonerie si Slujba Nationala de Comemorare.
Cateva saptamani mai tarziu am fost invitat Tnapoi la
New Haig House, care intamplator e locul unde lucrez
acum, sau cel putin locul unde se afla biroul meu cand
scriu acest articol, In timpul restrictiilor Impotriva
COVID-19, cand suntem in regim de munca de acasa.
Discutia cu dl. Gray a fost foarte fructuoasa si intere-
santa si, cu toate cd am discutat pe scurt despre Come-
morare, era mai interesat de istoria si intelesul
Francmasoneriei. Dupa cateva ore foarte placute in
care am vorbit despre pasiunea mea fata de Franc-
masonerie, Loja mea mama si Fratele Feldmaresal
Conte de Haig, dl. Gray m-a informat ca va trimite
Marelui Maestru Mason de atunci, Fratele Charles lain
Robert Wolrige Gordon de Esslemont, invitatia de a se
alatura natiunii si a depune o coroana in numele Marii
Loji a Scotiei. Invitatia e valabila pana in ziua de azi,
avand prilejul de a depune o coroana la deschiderea
Gradinilor Comemorarii din Edinburgh, Glasgow si
Inverness. Deci s-a renuntat la ce fusese inainte, inte-
resul a fost starnit, au mai avut loc cateva discutii cu
Trezorierul National si Kevin Gray, care este acum un
maestru mason foarte activ in Provincia mea si sunt
profund onorat sa-1 numesc prietenul si Fratele meu.

Ca parte a campului de Comemorare din Princess
Street Gardens, unde in fiecare an sunt depuse aproa-
pe 10 000 de simboluri religioase, s-a stabilit impreu-
na cu Poppyscotland ca Francmasonii Scotieni sd aiba
un lot dedicat lor. S-a Incheiat un parteneriat, iar din
2013 fiecare Loja din Scotia e invitatd sa cumpere
cruci in numele celor care au murit glorios, cruci care
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open and public masonic community somehow went
into “hiding”, we no longer opened the municipal
buildings with great flare, pomp and ceremony. The
UGLE recently commented during the TV programme
“Inside the Freemasons” that it was to do with Hitler’s
persecution of masons that we went into hiding. This
is not a view that [ hold, but that thought stream is
worthy of its own paper. But, what I do know is that
we no longer parade in our communities. Yes, some
Lodges, but very few have kept that tradition alive!

So what had happened to our civic involvement? No
one could really tell me. I then found out that in Scot-
land there is no formal order of precedence for organ-
isations but loosely it was based on age of foundation.
In my youthful naivety I approached the then CEO of
the Royal British Legion Scotland, Mr Kevin Gray MM
(Scots Guards). He was not a mason and was not sure
about the protocol of inviting the Grand Lodge of Scot-
land but he did however make a promise that he
would investigate and come back to me. Little did I
know at the time that one of our Lodge treasurers in
my Province was also the National treasurer of the
Royal British Legion Scotland at the time and it was he
that Mr Gray spoke to about Freemasonry and the
National Service of Remembrance. A few short weeks
later I was invited back to New Haig House, which is
incidentally where I now work from, or at least where
my desk is as I am writing this paper during the
COVID-19 lockdown and we are under a working from
home regime. The discussion with Mr Gray was very
fruitful and interesting and although we did briefly
speak about Remembrance he was more interested in
the history and meaning of Freemasonry. After a very
pleasant few hours talking about my passion about
Freemasonry, my mother Lodge and Bro FM Earl Haig,
Mr Gray informed me that he would be extending an
invite to the then Grand Master Mason, Bro Charles
[ain Robert Wolrige Gordon of Esslemont to join with
the Nation and lay a wreath on behalf of the Grand
Lodge of Scotland. This invitation stands to this day
along with the opportunity to lay a wreath at the open-
ing of the Gardens of Remembrance in Edinburgh,
Glasgow and Inverness. So precedence waived, interest
piqued, a few more conversations with the National
Treasurer and Kevin Gray MM is now a very active
Freemason in my Province and I am deeply honoured
to call him a friend and Brother.

As part of the field of Remembrance in Princes
Street Gardens where every year nearly 10,000 reli-
gious symbols are laid, it was also agreed with Poppy-
scotland that there would be a dedicated plot for
Scottish Freemasons. A partnership was agreed and
since 2013 every Lodge in Scotland is invited to pur-
chase crosses on behalf of their Glorious Dead and
these are planted in one masonic plot and the Grand
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sunt plantate pe un lot masonic, iar Marea Loja a
Scotiei face o donatie semnificativa pentru a depune o
cruce / Stea a lui David individuala pentru fiecare
Loja-Mama. Aceste simboluri sunt marcate cu echerul
si compasul, iar un grup de voluntari scriu de mana
numarul fiecarei Loji si apoi le Infig pe Campul Come-
mordrii. O experienta care te smereste si un partene-
riat care a strans peste 120.000 de lire sterline pentru
actiunea majora de schimbare a vietii organizatiei
Poppyscotland. Acea parcela din Campul Comemorarii,
unde sunt aproximativ 1200 de simboluri masonice,
este totodata o declarare foarte publicd a sprijinului
acordat de noi ca Breasla pentru Comemorare si activi-
tati filantropice.

COMEMORAREA ARMISTITIULUI

Cum ne apropiam de centenarul din 2018 al sem-
ndrii Armistitiului si era tot mai cunoscut faptul ca
eram profund implicat in Comemorarea Nationala, tot
mai multi Frati au Inceput sa ma abordeze ca sa vada
cum s-ar putea implica mai mult Lojile individuale, nu
doar ca sa stranga fonduri esentiale pentru eforturile
noastre, ci si ca Fratii, Lojile si Provincia sa ia parte
activ la comemordrile cu ocazia Centenarului. Am
simtit ca era deosebit de important pentru Lojile cu
membri care facusera sacrificiul suprem si ale carora
nume erau amintite vesnic pe tablele memoriale din
Loji. Era important si pentru acele Loji, cum era si a
mea, Earl Haig, care se formasera imediat dupa Primul
Razboi Mondial. Discutiile purtate cu multi Frati mi-au
reconfirmat credinta ca invataturile noastre masonice
ne-au inspirat sa-i comemoram pe cei care au slujit
natiunea noastra.

Cand studiem istoriile individuale ale Lojilor nu
doar din Constitutia noastra, din Scotia, simtim mereu
nevoia sa cinstim sacrificiul suprem al Fratilor nostri,
iar In Lojile Scotiene cele douda moduri principale de a
face acest lucru sunt montarea de placi memoriale sau
realizarea unor piese de mobilier de lojd, dedicate
memoriei lor. In templul in care avem tinutele se afld
o placa de marmura superba inchinata fratilor din Loja
lui Elgin din Leven, unde e inclus si numele Maestrului
lor, care a fost ucis 1n lupta. Asa cum am spus mai de-
vreme, aceasta Loja e Loja-mama a Contelui de Haig si
trebuie sa fi fost un moment emotionant pentru Feld-
maresal. Cealalta metoda de amintire permanenta era
nu doar includerea numelor celor morti, ci crearea
unui Sul de Onoare pentru cei care au slujit, iar in
lungul si latul tarii veti vedea pe peretii Lojilor niste
suluri superb ornamentate unde apar numele Fratilor,
precum si Regimentul si Arma. V-as incuraja pe toti sa
acordati timp sa priviti aceste obiecte cand mergeti in
vizita, pentru ca uneori am senzatia ca, din pacate,
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Lodge of Scotland makes a significant donation in or-
der to lay an individual cross/Star of David for every
Home Lodge. These symbols are all stamped with the
square and compasses and a group of volunteers hand
write the number of every Lodge and then come along
and plant them in the Field of Remembrance. A very
humbling experience to be involved in and a partner-
ship that has raised in excess of £120k for the vital life
changing work of Poppyscotland. The site of nearly
1200 masonic symbols is also a very public statement
of our support as the Craft for Remembrance and
charity.

THE COMMEMORATIONS
OF THE ARMISTICE

As we were approaching the 100th anniversary of
the signing of the Armistice in 2018 and it was more
common knowledge that [ was heavily involved in our
Nations Remembrance, more and more Brethren began
to approach me to see ways in which individual Lodges
could become more involved to not only raise vitals
funds for our work but to allow them as Brethren,
Lodges and Province to be part of the Centenary com-
memorations. My sense was that it was particularly
important for Lodges that had members who had given
the ultimate sacrifice and their names were always re-
membered on the Lodges own memorial tablets. It was
also important to those Lodges such as my own Lodge
Earl Haig who were formed in the immediate aftermath
of the First World War. The various discussions that |
had with many Brethren reaffirmed in me that my own
belief that our masonic teachings inspired us to com-
memorate those that had served our Nation.

When you do explore individual Lodge histories
not only across our own Constitution in Scotland we
have always felt the need to honour the sacrifice of our
Brethren that have given the ultimate sacrifice and the
two main ways of doing this in Scottish Lodges was by
memorial plaques, or pieces of furniture of the Lodge
dedicated to their memory. In the temple that [ meet
in there is a beautiful marble plaque for the brethren
of Elgin’s Lodge at Leven which include the name of
their Master who was killed in action. As we have said
earlier this Lodge is the Mother Lodge of Earl Haig and
this must have been emotional for the FM. The other
permanent record was not just to include the names
of the dead, but was the development of a Roll of Hon-
our for all those that have served and across the length
and breadth of the country you will see on the walls of
Lodges these very ornate and beautifully decorated
scrolls listed the Brethren name and his Regiment or
Branch. [ would encourage all to take the time to look
at these items when you visit as | do sense sadly at
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foarte multa istorie care infrumuseteaza peretii
templelor noastre e ignorata de majoritatea Fratilor
nostri. Poate ca ar trebui sa faca mult mai mult parte
din instruirea noilor nostri Frati.

Ideile pentru comemorarea Centenarului au fost
foarte variate si sunt foarte recunoscator ca multe
dintre initiative vor ddinui multi ani in mintea Fratilor
de azi. O astfel de initiativa a fost emiterea unor mo-
nede/marci din partea Lojilor care au Frati distinsi cu
Victoria Cross, infatisand pe o parte Loja si pe cealalta
Victoria Cross si numele detindtorului ei. Au devenit
obiecte de colectie si cred ca vor ramane multa vreme
obiecte de comemorare. Asemenea tuturor ideilor
bune, a fost foarte simpla, dar a adus beneficii ample.

In aceastd perioadd Marea Loji a Scotiei s-a impli-
cat in trei proiecte majore de comemorare. Cei care
au vizitat Templul Masonic din George Street nu pot
sa nu fie impresionati de frumusetea cladirii pe care
suntem mandri sd o numim casa Breslei Scotiene dar,
spre deosebire de cladirea Marii Loji din Great Queen
Street din Londra, casa noastra nu a fost construita
ca monument pentru Razboi. E un subiect pe care
il voi discuta mai tarziu in articol. In Sala Franc-
masonilor exista multe obiecte de aducere aminte si
busturi de Masoni celebri, un muzeu si o biblioteca
fantastice care au grija de artefactele, cartile si arhi-
vele noastre istorice. Dar, spre deosebire de majori-
tatea Lojilor-fiice, aceasta nu avea un Monument al
Eroilor din Razboi. S-a considerat ca ar fi potrivit sa
se comande un astfel de monument in perioade de
comemorare 2014-2019.

In octombrie 2015 a fost inaugurat oficial de citre
Fratele Lord Elgin un monument pentru toti fratii care
si-au dat viata In timpul serviciului militar. Este o sta-
tuie la scara 2:3 a Sf Andrei carand crucea in forma de
X. In spatele statuii, pe perete, e o frizi cu toti cei care
au murit, nu doar din armata. Sunt inclusi aici fer-
mieri, mineri, soldati, marinari, aviatori, clerici, canta-
reti la cimpoi si animale. Monumentul a devenit locul
unde Marea Loja isi depune anual propria coroana.

Al doilea parteneriat major pentru comemorarea
Armistitiului a fost realizat de clubul de motociclisti
Fiii Vaduvei din Scotia, alaturi de tenacitatea si entu-
ziasmul Fratelui David Reid, pe atunci Mare Purtator
de Sabie. Din nou, se poate scrie un articol intreg pe
subiectul Fiilor Vdduvei, dar nu e nici momentul, nici
locul. In vara si inceputul toamnei lui 2018, motociclis-
tii s-au angajat la sarcina titanica de a vizita fiecare
Provincie din Scotia si, in parteneriat cu Marile Loji
Provinciale locale, au oficiat ceremonii de depunere a
coroanelor In locuri cu importanta masonica sau mi-
litara. Un astfel de eveniment s-a tinut la mormantul
lui Haig, la Abatia Dryburgh, cand nou-formata Mare
Loja Provinciala de pe teritoriul Scotiei s-a reunit
pentru prima oard, purtand noile vesminte pentru
a-si comemora 1naintasii. E putin spus ca a fost o
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times that so much of our history that adorn our tem-
ple walls is ignored by the majority of our Brethren.
Maybe it should be much more part of the instruction
of our new Brethren.

The ideas to commemorate the 100" Anniversary
were wide ranging and I am very grateful that many of
these initiatives will last for many years in the mind of
today’s Brethren. One such initiative was the striking
of mark tokens from Lodges that had VC holders, with
the Lodge being depicted on one side and the reverse
depicting the VC and the holder’s name. These have
become collectors’ items and I believe will be long last-
ing items of commemoration. Like all good ideas it was
a very simple one but one with far reaching benefit.

The Grand Lodge of Scotland during this period of
time become involved in three major projects of com-
memorations. For those that have visited Freemason’s
Hall in George Street, you cannot help be impressed
with the beauty of the building that we are proud to
call home to the Scottish Craft, but unlike the Grand
Lodge building in Great Queen Street London our
home was not built as a memorial to the War. A sub-
ject that I will address later in this paper. Within
Freemason’s Hall there are many memorials and
busts of famous Masons, a fantastic museum and li-
brary looking after our historic artefacts, books and
records. But unlike in the majority of the daughter
Lodges there was no War Memorial. It was felt that it
would be fitting to commission such a memorial dur-
ing the 2014-2019 commemoration period.

In October 2015 a memorial to all those brethren
that had given their life in service was officially
opened by Bro Lord Elgin. It is a statue which com-
prise a 2/3 life size figure of St Andrew carrying his
wooden saltire. Behind the statue on the wall supports
a freeze of all those who served and not just those who
served in the military. It includes farmers, miners,
fishermen, soldiers, sailors, airmen, clergymen, pipers
and animals. Annually this memorial is now where the
Grand Lodge lay their own wreath.

The next major partnership to commemorate the
Armistice was undertaken by the Widows Sons Scot-
land motorcycle club in conjunction with drive and
enthusiasm of Bro David Reid at the time Grand
Sword-bearer. Again there is a whole paper that can
be written on the subject of the Widows Sons but this
is not the time or the place. During the summer and
early autumn of 2018 the bikers took on the mam-
moth challenge of visiting every Province within Scot-
land and in partnership with the local Provincial
Grand Lodges held wreath laying services at sites of
either masonic or military importance. One such event
was held at Haig’s graveside at Dryburgh Abbey when
the newly formed PGL of the Scottish Borders came
together for the first time wearing their new regalia
to commemorate their forebears. Humbling is an
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experientd coplesitoare. In cadrul Turului pentru
Comemorare, pand la 100 de Frati motociclisti au aco-
perit mii de kilometri prin toata Scotia, pe orice vre-
me. Eforturile lor au fost discutate amplu in ziarele
locale, care au oferit o excelenta expunere in presa
Breslei Scotiene. In timpul misiunii au strans peste
65.000 de lire. O parte din bani au fost stransi prin
vinderea primei insigne oficial recunoscute a colabo-
rarii Marea Loja a Scotiei - Poppyscotland.

Ultimul eveniment major organizat de Marea Loja
a Scotiei pentru Centenarul Armistitiului a fost o
Slujbd de Comemorare si o Parada de-a lungul George
Street din Edinburgh. O slujba foarte emotionanta a
fost oficiata in prezenta Lordului Primar de Edinburgh,
Drept Onorabilul Frank Ross - un non-mason. Parada
din aer liber a fost prima sub auspiciile Mari Loji a
Scotiei dupa multe zeci de ani, si ce frumos a fost
sa vezi vreo 500 de Francmasoni in Regalia Breslei
Scotiene marsaluind (agale) pe George Street in sunet
de cimpoi si tobe.

Toate aceste evenimente au fost moduri foarte
potrivite de a marca 100 de ani de implicare a Breslei
Scotiene in Comemorarile nationale. Cunoscandu-i pe
actualii custozi ai Francmasoneriei Scotiene, nu am
nici un dubiu ca vom continua sa ne amintim de toti
cei care au slujit in toate conflictele de atunci Incoace
siin cele care ar putea aparea de-acum incolo.

Ultimii ani Tn mod deosebit m-au inspirat sa aflu mai
multe despre Inaintasii mei si despre marii Francmasoni
de odinioara. Am ajuns sa-mi pun multe Intrebari care
m-au ajutat sa am grija ca traiesc si respir juramantul
primului grad, in sensul ca ma voi stradui sa realizez
acea sporire zilnica a cunostintelor Masonice.

In timpul comemoririlor cu ocazia Centenarului si
ca o mica metoda de a multumi multor Loji care au
donat pentru eforturile Poppyscotland am tinut o
scurta prezentare despre legatura dintre Francmaso-
nerie si Poppyscotland. Practic, asa au luat nastere
articolul de fata si cercetarile mele mai profunde des-
pre Francmasonerie si Comemorare si Francmasone-
rie si armata. Mi-am dat seama c3, desi stiam cate ceva
despre Comemorare in Scotia, nu cunosteam intru
totul cum arata Francmasoneria si Comemorarea in
alte jurisdictii, si mai cu seama in Anglia si Irlanda.
Eram, de asemenea, constient de legatura indelungata
dintre armata si Francmasonerie si de legatura cu
lojile militare calatoare - da, eram constient ca existau,
dar stiam, oare, impactul pe care l-au avut asupra ex-
tinderii Francmasoneriei de-a lungul a ceea ce era pe
atunci Imperiul Britanic? In clipa de fatd sunt Maestru
Venerabil din Trecut al Lojii Hope of Kurrachee
nr. 337. Provenim dintr-o loja militara si am fost prima
Loja din registrul Lojilor Scotiene de pe subconti-
nentul indian. Dupa separare am fost in Pakistan si
am intrat In adormire in 1972, apoi ne-am redeschis
in 1988 ca Loja de Cercetare In Provincia mea.

57

understatement. This Tour of Remembrance saw up
to 100 brethren bikers cover thousands of miles around
Scotland in all weather. Their efforts were widely cov-
ered in local papers which gave great media exposure
to the Scottish Craft and during their sojourn they
raised in excess of £65,000. Part of this money was
raised with the sale of the first officially recognised
GLS and Poppyscotland pin badge.

The final major event undertaken by the Grand
Lodge of Scotland to commemorate the Armistice cen-
tenary was a Service of Remembrance and Parade along
George Street in Edinburgh. A very moving service was
conducted in the presence of the Lord Provost of
Edinburgh the Rt. Hon. Frank Ross - a non-mason.
The outdoor parade was the first under the auspices of
the Grand Lodge of Scotland in many decades and what
a beautiful site to see some 500 Freemasons in all di-
verse regalia of the Scottish Craft, march (bimble) along
George Street to the sound of the Pipes and Drums.

All of these events were very fitting ways to round
out what has been 100 years of the Scottish Craft’s
involvement in our Nations Remembrance. Knowing
the current custodians of Scottish Freemasonry [ have
no doubt that we will continue to remember all who
have served in all conflicts since and whatever may
lie ahead.

These last few years in particular have inspired me
to find out more about my forebears and these great
Freemasons of yesteryear. It has led to many questions
in my mind and has helped me to ensure that I live and
breathe the charge of the first degree in that [ will strive
to make that daily advancement in Masonic knowledge.

During the centenary commemorations and as a
small way to thank many of the Lodges that had made
a donation to the work of Poppsycotland I pulled a
small presentation together on the connection of Free-
masonry and Poppsycotland and in effect this was the
genesis of this paper and my deeper researches into
Freemasonry and Remembrance and Freemasonry and
the military. I realised that although [ was conversant
about Remembrance in Scotland I did not fully appre-
ciate what Freemasonry and Remembrance looked like
in other constitutions and in particular the home con-
stitutions, I was also aware of the long connection be-
tween the military and Freemasonry and the connection
to traveling military lodges - yes, | was aware, they ex-
isted, but did I really know the impact they had made
on the expansion of Freemasonry across what was then
the British Empire? [ am Past Master of The Lodge,
Hope of Kurrachee no 337. We were originally derived
from a military charter and were the first Lodge on the
role of Scottish Lodges in the Indian sub-continent.
After partition we were in Pakistan and became
dormant in 1972 and then reopened in 1988 as a re-
search Lecture Lodge in my Province. ™
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Robert Burns, Masonul.
Influenta Craftului asupra
lucrarilor sale

Daca Burns nu s-ar fi alaturat Breslei, e putin
probabil ca noi sa fi auzit de el vreodata! Mare parte
din meritul pentru aducerea lui si a lucrarilor sale la
cunostinta publicului larg le re-
vine Fratilor lui. Asadar nu doar
el este extrem de important pen-
tru Francmasoneria Scotiana, ci
si Francmasoneria Scotiana a fost
foarte importantd pentru el.

Una dintre cele mai timpurii
mentiuni de importanta maso-
nica se regaseste In cantecul sau
autobiografic, Gdldgiosul si zbur-
dalnicul Robin:

»Era odatd un fldcdu ndscut in
Kyle, / Nu conteazd-n ce zi si-n ce
fel, / Md-doiesc cd nu meritd sd fim
asa mdrinimosi cu Robin.

Refren:

Robin era un bdiat zburdalnic, /
Gdldgios, zburdalnic, gdldgios,
zburdalnic, / Robin era un bdiat

Robert Burns, the Mason.
The influence of the Craft
in his Works

Had Burns not joined the Craft it is unlikely we
would have heard of him! Much of the credit for bring-
ing his and his works to public awareness must rest
with his brethren. So not only is
he hugely important to Scottish
Freemasonry, the Craft was also
very important to him.

One of his earliest possible
mentions of masonic significance
is in his own autobiographical
song, Rantin’ Rovin’ Robin

There was a lad was born in
Kyle, / But what'n a day, o’ what'n
a style, / I doubt it's hardly worth
the while / To be sae nice wi’ Robin.

Chorus

Robin was a rovin' Boy, / Rantin'
rovin', rantin' rovin'; / Robin was a
rovin' Boy,

Our monarch's hindmost year
but ane / Was five-and-twenty days

zburdalnic.

Penultimul an al regelui nostru / Incepuse de doud-
zeci si cinci de zile* / Cand o rafald de ianuarie / A suflat
norocul peste Robin.

Moasa s-a uitat in manuta lui / Si-a zis: ,Orice om
va vedea limpede / Cd bdiatul sdndtos nu va fi vreun
tdntdldu: / cred cd-i vom spune Robin.”

Va avea necazuri mari si mici, / Dar o inimd bund
peste toate, / Ne va face cinste tuturor, / Ne vom mdndri
toti cu Robin.

Dar la fel de sigur cum de trei ori trei fac noud, /
Toate semnele-mi aratd / Ca fldcdului ii va fi dragad
omenirea, / Asa cd iatd, in cinstea ta, Robin.

Bund-credintd, a zis ea, ,md-ndoiesc cd stdrnesti, /
N-o sd le faci pe fetele frumoase sd-si desfacd picioa-
rele, / Dar s-ar putea sd ai doudzeci de cusururi mai
rele, / Asa cd binecuvdantat fii, Robin.”

Robert Burns a fost initiat ca Ucenic in Loja
St. David (acum Nr. 133) din Tarbolton 1n 4 iulie 1781,

L Adica 25 ianuarie 1759. (n. red.)
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begun, / 'Twas then a blast o' Jan-
uar' Win' / Blew hansel in on Robin.

The Gossip keekit in his loof, / Quo' she, Wha lives
will see the proof, / This waly boy will be na coof; /
I think we'll ca’ him Robin.

He'll hae misfortunes great and sma', / But aye a
heart aboon them a'; / He'll be a credit till us a’, / We'll
a' be proud o' Robin.

But sure as three times three mak nine, / I see by ilka
score and line, / This chap will dearly like our kin', / So
leeze me on thee, Robin.”

Guid faith quo’ scho I doubt you Stir, / Ye'll gar the
lasses lie aspar; / But twenty fauts ye may hae waur /
So blessins on thee Robin.

Robert Burns was initiated an Entered Apprentice
in Lodge St. David (now #133), Tarbolton on 4 July
1781, at the age of 22. The minute book records this
short entry “Robert Burns in Lochly was entered an
apprentice.”
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la varsta de 22 de ani. Registrul Lojii face o precizare
scurtd: ,Robert Burns a fost initiat ca ucenic la Lochly”.

Taxa de initiere a fost de 12 silingi si 6 pence. Ca
de multe alte ori pe parcursul vietii, Burns a intrat in
Loja In timpul unei controverse.

Initial in Tarbolton existase o singura Loja, des-
chisd in 1771 din Loja-mama Kilwinning. In 1773 un
grup s-a rupt de Loja, formand Loja St. David Nr. 174,
iar cea initiala a devenit St. James Tarbolton Kilwin-
ning Nr. 178, doar cain 1781, cu noua zile inainte de
primul grad al lui Burns, sa se reuneasca.

Cu toate acestea, desi St. James era in mod limpede
Loja mai veche, s-a folosit numele St. David, iar astfel
au fost semanate semintele unor disensiuni ulteri-
oare...

Minutele din 4 iulie - prima intalnire a Lojii re-
unite - si din 1 octombrie 1781 consemnate in regis-
trul Lojii St. David sunt documente istorice si le redam
aici In intregime:

»Sedinta din 1 octombrie 1781. Robert Burns din
Lochly a fost ridicat la Calfa si Maestru. Henry Cowan
este Maestru, James Humphrey este Prim Supraveghe-
tor, iar Alex Smith Secund Supraveghetor, Robert
Woodrow Secretar si Jas. Manson, Trezorier si John
Tannock Taylor si alti Frati fiind de fata.”

Trebuie observat mai intai ca primii trei Frati men-
tionati nu erau purtatori de functii alesi si, ca atare,
probabil cd In seara aceea au fost suplinitori. Maestrul
ales, Joseph Norman, a semnat minuta.

Burns este singurul Frate initiat de Loja reunita,
intrucat cele doua Loji s-au despartit din nou la scurt
timp dupa aceea.

Burns a hotarat sa ramana in Loja St. James, iar in
27 iulie 1784 a fost ales ,Maestru Adjunct” al Lojii la
frageda varsta de 25 de ani, la numai trei ,,anotimpuri”
de la initiere.

Sir John Whitefoord (care a
fost initiat In Francmasonerie in
Loja Canongate Kilwinning in 12
februarie 1765) era Maestru Ve-
nerabil al Lojii, insa pe atunci se
obisnuia ca o Loja sa-si aleaga
Maestrul din randurile micii nobi-
limi, respectivul fiind conducator
doar cu numele si rareori partici-
pand la Intalnirile Lojii, sarcinile
reale ale pozitiei cazand pe ume-
rii adjunctului. Burns a fost, asa-
dar, maestrul de facto al Lojii St.
James pe o perioada de patru ani,
Sir John Whitefoord, Baronet de
Ballchmyle aparand numai rare-
ori in calitate de Maestru Venera-
bil. Sir John a ajuns mostenitor al
domeniului Ballochmyle insa, din

BENT 2UING,

His initiation fee was 12s 6d. Like many other times
in his life, Burns came into the Lodge amidst a contro-
Versy.

Originally, there had been only one Lodge in Tarbol-
ton, chartered in 1771 from the Lodge Mother Kilwin-
ning. In 1773, a group broke away from the Lodge,
forming Lodge St. David No. 174, and the original
became St. James Tarbolton Kilwinning No. 178, only to
be reunited in 1781, 9 days before Burns's first degree.

However, while St. James was clearly the older of
the two lodges, St. David's name was used, and the
seeds were sown for further dissension...

The minutes of July 4™ - the first meeting thereaf-
ter of the united lodge - and October 1% 1781, as re-
corded in the St. David minute book are historic and
are here stated in full:

“Sederunt October 1% 1781. Robt. Burns in Lochly
was passed and raised. Henry Cowan being Master,
James Humphrey being Senr. Warden and Alex Smith
Junr. Do., Robt. Wodrow Secy. and Jas. Manson, Treas-
urer and John Tannock Taylor and others of the
Brethren being present.”

It should be noted that the first three Brethren men-
tioned were not elected office bearers and accordingly
must have been acting for the evening. The elected
Master, Joseph Norman, has signed the minute.

Burns has the distinction of being the only brother
initiated by the combined Lodge, as the two Lodges
split again shortly after.

Burns decided to stay with Lodge St. James, and on
27 July 1784, he was elected “Depute Master” of the
Lodge at the tender age of 25 and only 3 “seasons”
after his initiation.

Sir John Whitefoord (who was initiated into Free-
masonry in Lodge Canongate Kilwinning on 12 Febru-
ary 1765.) was the Worshipful
Master of the Lodge, but it was
then customary for a Lodge to
elect their Master from the land-
ed gentry the man being little
more than a figurehead and sel-
dom attending the Lodge...the
actual duties of the chair falling to
his depute. Burns was therefore
in fact the virtual master of Lodge
St. James for a period of 4 years,
with Sir John Whitefoord Baronet
of Ballochmyle as actual Master
rarely appearing. Sir John fell
heir to the estate of Ballochmyle,
but owing to his heavy losses
as a shareholder in the Douglas,
Heron and Company Bank disas-
ter, he was forced to sell to the
Alexander family in 1788.

PUTE MASTER
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pricina pierderilor uriase ca actionar in contextul
dezastrului de la Banca Douglas, Heron & Co., a fost
silit sa-1 vanda familiei Alexander in 1788.

Burns a scris urmatoarele versuri pentru el:

Colinele din Ballochmyle

Codrii Catrine galbeni s-au fdacut, / Florile se ofileau
pe pajistea Catrine; / Nici o ciocdrlie nu cdnta pe dealul
verde, / lar natura se-mbolndvea vidzand cu ochil.

Printre crdnguri sterse cdanta Maria / In floarea
frumusetii / Si nesfarsit sunau ecourile codrului sdlba-
tic: /,,Rdmas-bun colinelor din Ballochmyle!”

,Voi, flori, cobordti in asternuturi de iarnd, / Din nou
veti inflori proaspete si frumoase, / Voi, pdsdri, amutiti
in umbrare vestejinde, / Din nou veti incanta vazduhul
cu al vostru cdntec.

Dar aici, vail, pe mine
nici o pasdre / Nu md va
mai fermeca, nici vreo
floare-mi va zambi: / Ra-
mas-bun, minunate va-
duri ale rdului Ayr! /
Rdmas-bun! Ramas-bun,
dulce Ballochmyle!”

Sir John a fost cel
care avea sa-l sfatuias-
cd pe Burns sa inves-
teasca toate veniturile
din a doua editie intr-o
ferma - Ellisland.

Burns wrote this for him:

The Catrine woods were yellow seen, / The flowers
decay'd on Catrine lee, / Nae lav'rock sang on hillock
green, / But nature sicken'd on the e'e.

Thro' faded groves Maria sang, (his daughter) /
Hersel' in beauty's bloom the while; / And aye the wild-
wood ehoes rang, / Fareweel the braes o' Ballochmyle!

Low in your wintry beds, ye flowers, / Again ye'll
flourish fresh and fair; / Ye birdies dumb, in with'ring
bowers, / Again ye'll charm the vocal air.

But here, alas! for me nae mair / Shall birdie
charm, or floweret smile; / Fareweel the bonie banks
of Ayr, / Fareweel, fareweel! sweet Ballochmyle!

It was Sir John that would advise Burns to sink
any monies from his 2"
edition into a farm -
Ellisland.

The Secretary of the
Tarbolton Lodge from
Aug 1782 - 1787 was
John Wilson the local
Schoolmaster - made
famous in Death & Dr
Hornbrook. Adding to
schoolmasters pay by
curing many ills...all
untrained!

Ye ken Jock Hornbook

Secretarul Lojii Tar-
bolton din august 1782 pana in 1787 a fost John
Wilson, directorul scolii din localitate, devenit celebru
in poemul Doctorul Buche si Moartea prin faptul
ca-si rotunjea venitul de director vindecand multe
boli - si totul fara nici un pic de pregatire!

I stii: Jack Buche din cdtun; / Din boasa-i, pungd
de tutun / Croi-s-ar dracu, cd-i vraci bun / Si-mi dd cu
sdc; / Md rdd si plozii - parcd-s un / Caraghiozldc.

Vezi - coasd ici, tdpoi colea, / Multi am strdpuns cu
mdna mea / Cand Doftor Buche nu era; / Acuma, scart! /
Nu mai pldtesc nici cdt un... phea... / Nici cdt un tdrt!”

Hugh Andrew Stewart din Loja Tarbolton a fost
hditas pentru Gen. Montgomery si a fost pomenit in
Cei doi caini - poemul extrem de relevant din deschi-
derea Editiei Kilmarnock, aparitia editoriala care a
inceput totul:

,Hditasul nostru, -o sfrijiturd, / Indeasd-n gurd
ca-ntr-o surd; / Nu-i arendas pe-ntregul plai / Ca el
sa-mbuce mai dihai.”

2Robert Burns, ,Doctorul Buche si Moartea”, trad. Dan Dutescu,
in Robert Burns. Poeme, Editura de Stat pentru Literatura si
Arta, Bucuresti, 1959, p. 122. (n. red.)

3 Robert Burns, ,Cei doi cini”, trad. Leon Levitchi, in Robert
Burns. Poeme, Editura de Stat pentru Literatura si Arta,
Bucuresti, 1959, p. 55. (n. red.)

i"the clachan? / Deil mak
his king's-hood in a spleuchan! / He's grown sae weel
acquaint wi' Buchan / And ither chaps, / The weans
haud out their fingers laughin, / An' pouk my hips.

‘See here's a scythe, an' there's a dart, / They hae
pierc'd monie a gallant heart; / But Doctor Hornbook
wi'" his art / An' cursed skill, / Has made them baith no
worth a fart, / Damn'd haet they'll kill!

Hugh Andrew Steward in Tarbolton Lodge was
“Whipper-in” to Gen Montgomery and referred to in
the Twa Dugs - the hugely significant poem used to
open his Kilmarnock Edition - the publications that
started it all.

Our whipper-in, wee, blastit wonner, / Poor, worthless
elf, it eats a dinner, / Better than onie tenant-man / His
Honor has in a'the lan’.

Burns was faithful to the Lodge, attending regu-
larly and 3 minutes were in his own handwriting;
29 minutes were signed by him and also show when
he changed his name; originally, his father spelled the
last name “Burness”; before 1786, Robert spelled it
the same way. On 1 March 1786, Robert's brother
Gilbert received his 2" and 3" degrees; both Gilbert
and Robert signed their last names as “Burns” this
meeting took place in Burns own house!
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Burns a fost credincios Lojii, participand in mod
constant la intruniri, scriind de mana 3 minute si sem-
nand alte 29, care arata si cand si-a schimbat numele.
Initial, tatal lui scria numele familie ,,Burness”; inainte
de 1786, Robert l-a scris la fel. La 1 martie 1786
Gilbert, fratele lui Robert, a primit gradele II si I1I; atat
Gilbert, cat si Robert au semnat cu numele de familie
,Burns” la intalnirea care a avut loc chiar in casa fami-
liei Burns!

In 27 martie 1786 Gavin Hamilton I-a introdus pe
Burns In Loja Loudon Kilwinning Newmilns, 51 - prima
Loja din afara Tarboltonului careia i s-a alaturat Burns.
Patenta Lojii era din partea Lojii-mama Kilwinning si
s-a alaturat Marii Loji abia in 1818.

in minuta Lojii citim: ,,Cu acordul Lojii, Dl. Robert
Burns Mossgiel Mauchline a fost admis ca membru al
Lojii..”

Hamilton era prieten apropiat cu Burns si avea o
mare influenta asupra lui. E pomenit In capodopera
satirica Rugaciunea lui Willie Fariseul, in care Burns
ia peste picior ipocrizia celor mai In varsta:

»,Doamne, adu-ti aminte de desdrtdciunile lui Gavin
Hamilton: / Bea, injurd si e cartofor, / Insd are atdta
mestesug in vorbd cu cei mari si cu cei mici / Cd de la
insusi preotul domnului furd inimile oamenilor.”

1786 nu a fost un an fericit din punct de vedere fi-
nanciar sau emotional pentru Robert. Era in mod
limpede indragostit de Jean Armour, dar a avut de in-
fruntat mania tatalui ei din pricina ca tinara a ramas
insarcinata si, in ciuda faptului ca s-a casatorit cu ea,
continua sa fie ,neindeajuns de bun” de catre socru.

Jean (care mai tarziu i-a nascut gemeni) a fost
smulsa de langa el de tatal ei, iar Burns si-a cautat
consolarea la Mary Campbell (celebra ,Highland
Mary”), care a murit de tifos In cursul aceluiasi an.
Burns, indurerat de pierderea celor doua femei si con-
fruntandu-se cu pensia alimentara pentru copiii ne-
nascuti ai lui Jean, a hotarat sa fuga in Jamaica pentru
a evita mai multa suferinta si pe James Armour (care
era si el mason), tatal furios al lui Jean.

Se pare ca Burns a recitat ,Adio Fratilor din Loja
St. James din Tarbolton” in noaptea de 23 iunie, la
intrunirea Lojii, anticipandu-si calatoria in Indiile de
Vest:

»Noapte bund si veselia fie cu voi toti.”

LADIO! Un adio din addncul inimii, / Dragi frati ai
misticului legdmant, / Voi, cei putini, bine-pldcuti si
luminati, / Companioni ai bucuriei mele omenesti; /
Desi spre tdri strdine trebuie sd plec, / Urmdnd drumul
sinuos al Soartei, / Cu inima topitd si ochii umeziti / O
sd-mi amintesc de voi, chiar de voi fi departe.

V-am intdlnit deseori / Si am petrecut cu voi nopti
vesele in sdrbdtoare; / Deseori, avdnd cinstea conduce-
ril, / Am vegheat asupra fiilor luminii: / lar prin stralu-
cirea hieroglificd, / Pe care numai cei din Breasld au
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On 27% March 1786 Gavin Hamilton introduced
Burns to Lodge Loudon Kilwinning Newmilns, 51 - the
first Lodge out of Tarbolton that Burns joined. Its war-
rant was from Mother Kilwinning and it did not join
Grand Lodge until 1818.

The Lodge minute reads: Much to the satisfaction
of the Lodge, Mr Robert Burns Mossgiel Mauchline
was admitted as a member of this Lodge...

Hamilton was a close friend of Burns and had a big
influence on him. He is mentioned in that satirical
masterpiece - Holy Willie’s Prayer, in which Burns
pokes fun at the hypocrisy of the elders.

Lord, mind Gau'n Hamilton's deserts: / He drinks, an’
swears, an' plays at cartes, / Yet has sae monie takin
arts / Wi' great and sma', / Frae God's ain Priest the
peoples hearts / He steals awa.

1786 was not a happy year for Robert financially or
emotionally. He was clearly in love with Jean Armour
but faced the wrath of her father due to her pregnancy
and despite marrying her not being “good enough”.

Jean (who later gives birth to his twins) is torn from
him by her father and Burns had sought comfort with
Mary Campbell (the famous “Highland Mary”), who
died later that year from Typhus. Burns, in grief over
the loss of two women, as well as facing child support
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vdzut-o, / Puternica amintire in inimd-mi va scrie /
Scenele acelea fericite, cand voi fi departe.

Fie ca Libertatea, Armonia si lubirea / Sd vd uneas-
cd in Marele Plan, / Sub Ochiul Atoatestiutor din
Ceruri, / Gloriosul Arhitect Divin, ca sd nu vd abateti de
la calea nerdtdcitoare, / Indltdndu-se incd prin legea
firului cu plumb, / Pdnd cdnd Ordinea cea luminoasd va
strdluci desavdrsit - / Asta va fi rugdciunea mea cand
voi fi departe.

Rdmas-bun si voud, ale cdror merite / Sunt demne
de cea mai inaltd laudad: / Cerul sd vd binecuvdnteze
preacinstitul nume, / Masonerie si Scotia dragi! / O ul-
timd rugdminte dati-mi voie sd fac - / Cdnd an de an vd
adunati cu totii, / Un pahar inchinati, vd rog inldcri-
mat, / Pentru Bardul care e departe.

E un cantec rareori auzit, Insa cu adevarat unul
dintre cele mai bune ale lui Burns, contindnd multe
imagini de interes pentru Francmasoni.

Cu toate acestea, in Incercarea de a strange fonduri
pentru calatorie si Incurajat de Hamilton si altii, Burns
a reusit sa-si aduca opera in atentia publicului.

Nu dupa multd vreme hotaraste sa ramana in
Scotia, cand in iulie 1786 Editia Kilmarnock {i este
publicata de catre un alt Mason, John Wilson (initiat
in Loja St. John Nr. 22 din Kilmarnock 1n aprilie 1784).
Cand si-a publicat poemele din Editia Kilmarnock,
multi Frati din Loja St. John din Kilmarnock au cotizat
pentru cate un exemplar, multe fiind procurate de
Gavin Hamilton si alti prieteni influenti.

In 26 octombrie 1786 a fost ficut membru onorific
al Lojii Kilmarnock Kilwinning St. John si a scris ,,Can-
tec Masonic” in cinstea Lojii si a Drept Venerabilului
sau Maestru, Maiorul ,Willie” Parker. Citim In minuta:

»~Robert Burns, poet din Mauchline, membru al Lojii
St. James Tarbolton, a fost fdcut membru onorific al
acestei Loji, prima Lojd care I-a numit poet.”

Cdantec Masonic

,Fii ai vechiului Killie, chemati laolalta de Willie / Ca
sd urmati nobila vocatie, / Cumpdtata voastrd batrand

payments for Jean's unborn children, decided to flee to
Jamaica to avoid further grief and Jean’s angry father
(and Burns’ Masonic brother) James Armour.

It seems says that Burns recited his “Farewell to
the Brethren of St. James Lodge, Tarbolton” on the
night of 23" June, at the stated meeting of the Lodge,
in anticipation of his voyage to the West Indies:

“Guidnight, and joy be wi’ you a’”

ADIEU! a heart-warm fond adieu; / Dear brothers
of the mystic tie! / Ye favoured, enlighten’d few, / Com-
panions of my social joy; / Tho’ I to foreign lands must
hie, / Pursuing Fortune’s slidd’ry ba’; / With melting
heart, and brimful eye, / I'll mind you still, tho’ far awa.

Oft have I met your social band, / And spent the
cheerful, festive night; / Oft, honour’d with supreme
command, / Presided o’er the sons of light: / And by that
hieroglyphic bright, / Which none but Craftsmen ever
saw / Strong Mem’ry on my heart shall write / Those
happy scenes, when far awa.

May Freedom, Harmony, and Love, / Unite you in the
grand Design, / Beneath th’ Omniscient Eye above, / The
glorious Architect Divine, That you may keep th’
unerring line, / Still rising by the plummet’s law, / Till
Order bright completely shine, / Shall be my pray’r when
far awa.

And you, farewell! whose merits claim / Justly that
highest badge to wear: / Heav’n bless your honour’d
noble name, / To Masonry and Scotia dear! / A last
request permit me here,— / When yearly ye assemble
a, / One round, I ask it with a tear, / To him, the Bard
that’s far awa.

Rarely heard but truly one of Burns’ best including
much imagery of interest to the freemason.

However, in an attempt to raise funds for the trip
and encouraged by Hamilton and others, Burns suc-
ceeds in getting his work brought to public attention.

He soon decides to stay in Scotland when in July
1786 his Kilmarnock Edition is published, by another
mason, John Wilson. (Initiated into Lodge St. John, 22,
Kilmarnock in April 1784). When he published his
Kilmarnock edition of poems, many Brethren of
St. John's Lodge, Kilmarnock, subscribed to a copy.
Many subscriptions for the poems being procured by
Gavin Hamilton and other influential friends.

On 26™ October 1786: he was made an honorary
member of Lodge Kilmarnock Kilwinning St. John, and
wrote “Masonic Song” in honour of the Lodge and its
Right Worshipful Master, Major ‘Willie’ Parker. Where
the minute reads:

Robert Burns, poet from Mauchline, a member of
St. James Tarbolton was made an honorary member
of this Lodge, he 1 Lodge to call him poet.

Masonic Song

Ye sons of old Killie, assembled by Willie / To follow
the noble vocation, / Your thrifty old mother has scarce
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mamd nu are vreun alt fiu / Care sd ocupe un loc asa de
cinste! / Nu am multe de spus, ci doar sa md rog / (Cdci
rugdciunea este la voi de bonton); / o rugdciune din
partea Muzei va fi iertatd / (Rareori este bucuria ei
preferatd):

, VoI, Puteri ce stdpdniti peste vdnt si mare, / Care ati
pus elementelor hotare, / Care ati format acest cadru cu
bune intentii, / A cdror statuie suverand este ordinea, /
In aceastd pretioasd casd Discordia mea hoinard / sau
Invidia vestedd nicicdnd sd nu intre! / Taina ne fie mistic
hotar, / iar lubirea frdteascd ne fie centrul!”

in februarie 1787, Burns a fost numit Poet Laureat
al Lojii Canongate Kilwinning Nr. 2 din Edinburgh dupa
ce a fost prezentat de Onorabilul Henry Erskine - un
celebru avocat. Citim In minuta: ,Drept Venerabilul
Maestru, observdnd cd in Lojd era prezent Fratele Burns,
pe care il cunosc bine drept un mare poet printr-o recen-
td publicare a lucrdrilor sale universal ldudate, a hotd-
rdt cd Burns va fi admis ca membru [onorific] al Lojii,
lucru acceptat in unanimitate.”

Loja aceasta are una dintre cele mai vechi temple
din lume si a rezistat mai bine de 300 de ani. In capela
Lojii se afla o orga veche construita in 1754 - e posibil
sa fie singurul instrument din lume care a interpretat
cantecele lui Burns 1n prezenta acestuia!

Pe scurt, Burns a fost un Mason entuziast si a slu-
jit bine Fratia in mai multe functii, mai ales ca Prim
Supraveghetor si Maestru Adjunct (practic condu-
cand o Loja timp de patru ani), iar in schimb Breasla
avea sa aiba o influenta uriasa asupra vietii lui si
asupra succesului ulterior al lui Burns ca Bard al
nostru. Nu ma refer aici doar la bucuria si tovarasia
pe care le-a obtinut din Masonerie, ci si la contactele
stabilite si influentele si subiectele poetice descope-
rite in randurile sale.

Cand s-a alaturat Breslei, Robert Burns era in mare
masura un personaj necunoscut si Intrucatva necize-
lat. Nu cunoscuse beneficiile unei educatii superioare,
insd prin Francmasonerie a avut posibilitatea sa se
amestece printre cei aflati pe o treapta sociala mult
mai sus decat el, multi dintre acestia recunoscandu-i
talentele si sustinandu-i ascensiunea. A constientizat
rolul jucat de Masonerie in viata lui si, oriunde a mers,
a avut grija sa se anunte imediat Lojii locale. Cu foar-
te putine exceptii, toti protectorii si cunostintele lui
au fost membri ai Masoneriei.

Lui Burns 1i placeau petrecerile si convivialitatea,
lucru reflectat intr-un vers pe care il adauga unui
cantec de-al sau in 1782, cand se afla Intr-o Loja.

Nu-s vreun om al bisericii

Asa cd umpleti un pahar pdnd dda pe-afard / Si pre-
gdatiti sd aruncati cu Onoruri Masonice, / Fie ca toti
Fratii adevdrati ai compasului si pdtratului / Sa aibd
alaturi o sticld generoasd cdnd i framdntd grijile.

such another / To sit in that honoured station! / I've
little to say, but only to pray / (As praying's the ton of
your fashion). / A prayer from the Muse you well may
excuse

('Tis seldom her favourite passion):- /' Ye Powers
who preside o'er the wind and the tide, / Who marked
each element's border, / Who formed this frame with
beneficial aim, / Whose sovereign statue is order, /
Within this dear mansion my wayward Contention / Or
withered Envy ne'er enter! / May secrecy round be the
mystical bound, / And brotherly Love be the centre!’

In February 1787, Burns was made the Poet Laure-
ate of Lodge Canongate Kilwinning No. 2, Edinburgh
after being introduced by the Hon Henry Erskine - the
famous advocate - the minute book states: “The Right
Worshipful Master, having observed that Brother
Burns was present in the Lodge, who I well known as
a great poetic writer, and for a late publication of his
works, which have been universally commended, sub-
mitted that he should be assumed a [honorary] mem-
ber of this lodge, which was unanimously agreed to,
and he was assumed accordingly.

This Lodge has one of the oldest Lodge rooms in
the world and has lasted over 300 years. In the chapel
of the Lodge is an old organ built in 1754 - possibly
the only instrument in existence that played Burns
songs in his presence!

In summary, Burns was an enthusiastic Mason and
served the Craft well in a variety of offices especially
Senior Warden and Depute Master (in effect running
a Lodge for 4 years) but in return the Craft was to have
a huge influence on the life and subsequent success of
Burns as our Bard. Not only the enjoyment and com-
panionship he got from it but the contacts he gained
and many poetic influences and subjects he found in
its ranks.

When he joined the Craft, Robert Burns was for the
most part unknown and somewhat unpolished! He
had not known the benefits of a higher education but
through Freemasonry was able to mix with those far
higher on the social scale than he himself, many of
whom recognised his talents and aided his rise. He
knew the part that the Craft played in his life and
wherever he went he made it important to immediate-
ly identify himself to the local Lodge. With VERY few
exceptions all his patrons and aquaintances were
members of the Craft.

Burns enjoyed the convivialty and reflects this in a
verse he adds to one of his songs, whilst in a lodge in
1782.

No Churchman Am I

Then fill up a bumper and make it o’erflow / And
Honours Masonic prepare for to throw / May every true
brother of the compass and square / Have a big-belly’d
bottle when harass’d with care. ®
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