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ARGUMENT

Revista Forum Masonic
poarta numele
Lojii Forum nr. 64

Revista Forum Masonic a ajuns la
numadrul 64, un patrat perfect, care este
si numarul de ordine al Lojii Forum, din
registrul matricol al MLNR. Am fost
primul maestru venerabil al Forumului,
in urma cu aproape 25 de ani si, alaturi
de frati ai mei, am creat si lansat aceas-
ta revista care se afla astazi in cele mai
importante biblioteci masonice de pe
Glob. Evident, revista a luat numele
lojii mele, un nume care nu are nevoie
sa fie tradus.

Vreau sa amintesc cateva nume de

Foram Masonic

Masonic Foram

Masonic Forum Magazine
bears the name of
Forum Lodge No. 64

The Masonic Forum Magazine has
reached issue No. 64, a perfect square-
number, which is also the order num-
ber of the Forum Lodge in the NGLR
register. I was the first WM of Forum
almost 25 years ago and, together with
my brethren, created and launched this
magazine which is now in the most
important Masonic libraries around
the world. Obviously, the magazine
took the name of my lodge, a name that
needs no translation.

[ would like to mention some names

frati care si-au pus la dispozitie, la in-
ceputuri, sediul de firma, sau banii, sau knowhow-ul
pentru Forum Masonic: Alexandru Hociota, Mihai
Girjabu, Traian Petrescu, Sorin Grigorescu si altii.
Le multumesc inca o data!

Se cuvine sa-i multumesc lui Eugen Ovidiu
Chirovici, dupa parerea mea cel mai inteligent si
vizionar Mare Maestru pe care l-a avut MLNR, cel
putin din 1997, de cand am fost eu initiat. Eugen
m-a girat pe plan extern atat pe mine, ca mason, cat
si revista Forum Masonic, ca vector de imagine pen-
tru masoneria regulara.

Ti multumesc fratelui meu, Gabriel Sutac, Vene-
rabil din trecut al Forumului, pentru initiativa de
a celebra patratul perfect - 64. Ii multumesc lui
Andrei Merchea, actualul Maestru Venerabil al Lojii
Forum 64, care ne-a trimis la redactie o excelenta
plansa scrisa din suflet.

In incheiere, dintre foarte multele conjuncturi in
care Forum Masonic a deschis usi international,
amintesc doar un exemplu: la intdlnirea care a pre-
cedat depunerii juramantului meu ca membru al
Marii Loji a Scotiei, la asa numita inquiry meeting,
activitatea internationala a revistei Forum Masonic
a fost cea care mi-a dat girul pentru a obtine votul
unanim al fratilor mei din Loja de Cercetare Hope
of Kurrachee nr. 337.

Pretuirea si gandurile voastre bune ma motiveaza
sa merg mai departe!

of brethren who have made available,
at the beginning, their company premises, or their
money, or their know-how for the Masonic Forum:
Alexandru Hociotd, Mihai Girjabu, Traian Petrescu,
Sorin Grigorescu and others. [ thank them once
again!

[ must thank Eugen Ovidiu Chirovici, in my opin-
ion the most intelligent and visionary Grand Master
that NGLR has had, at least since 1997, when I was
initiated. Eugen has externally endorsed both me as
a Mason and the Masonic Forum Magazine as an
image vector for Regular Freemasonry.

I thank my brother, Gabriel Sutac, PM of Forum,
for the initiative to celebrate the perfect square
number - 64. I thank Andrei Merchea, the current
WM of Forum Lodge 64, who sent us an excellent,
heart-written article.

In conclusion, of the many occasions on which
the Masonic Forum has opened doors internation-
ally, [ will mention just one example: at the meet-
ing preceding my taking the oath as a member of
the Grand Lodge of Scotland, at the so-called in-
quiry meeting, it was the international work of the
Masonic Forum Magazine that gave me the go-
ahead to obtain the unanimous ballot of my breth-
ren from Hope of Kurrachee Research Lodge
No. 337.

Your esteem and good thoughts motivate me to
keep going!
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Francmasoneria si
criza economica

Declansata in urma cu mai multi ani, criza finan-
ciara (re)modeleaza dramatic nu doar economiile
nationale ale unor state, dar si comportamentele
sociale si setul de mentalitati ca-
racteristice unor natiuni. Cum
afecteaza criza raportarea publi-
cului larg la Francmasonerie?

Intrebarea nu este deloc reto-
ricd. Mai peste tot In lume, odata
cu declansarea crizei economice,
apetitul pentru teorii conspira-
tioniste a crescut proportional,
am putea spune, cu intensitatea
problemelor financiare. Organis-
me de tipul Comisiei Trilaterale,
Grupului Bilderberg (institutii
care, in treacat fie spus, nu au
nimic de-a face cu Francmasone-
ria si, evident, Craftul), au devenit
miezul unor teorii care asimileaza
criza cu o conjuratie menitda sa
reaseze ordinea mondiala - bine-
inteles, In favoarea unora si, la
fel de bineinteles, In detrimetrul

Freemasonry and
the economic crisis

Actuated several years ago, the financial crisis is
(re)modeling dramatically not only the national
economies of a few states, but also the social be-
haviours and the set of mentali-
ties of some nations. How does
crisis affect the public’s reference
to Freemasonry?

The question is not at all rhe-
torical. Almost over all the world,
along with the outset of the eco-
nomical crisis, the appetite for
theories of conspiracy increased
proportionally, we may say, with
the intensity of the financial prob-
lems. Organizations of the kind of
Trilateral Commission, Bilderberg
Group (institutions which, in pass-
ing said, have nothing to deal with
Freemasonry and obviously the
Craft), have become the core of
some theories which assimilate cri-
sis with a conspiracy meant to es-
tablish the global order - of course,
in favor to a few, and of course too,

altora.

Rareori gasim - in cadrul acestor teorii - Rusia,
China, Franta sau Germania printre beneficiarii
acestei ,noi ordini mondiale“ Cel mai adesea,
Jfirele“ conjuratiilor merg peste ocean si se sfar-
sesc - nimic nou sub soare, nu-i asa? - in capitala
celui mai puternic stat din lume, SUA.

De ce SUA?

In 1991, cAnd URSS se destrima, SUA rimanea
singurul hegemon global. Forta sa militara coplesi-
toare, economia sa imensd, popcultura sa ,agresiva“
si meritul simbolic de-a fi castigat ,razboiul rece“
intins pe patru decenii, toate acestea legitimau
America pentru rolul de primadona in concertul
global. China abia 1si incepea uluitoarea sa ascensi-
une economicd, Rusia isi lingea ranile, redusa la
dimensiunile geografice din secolul al XVII-lea,
Germania isi incorda muschii pentru a realiza difi-
cila reunificare cu landurile estice, UK era perceputa
mai degraba ca o extensie fidela a Americii si mai

in the detriment of others.

We barely find - within these theories - Russia,
China, France or Germany among the beneficiaries
of this “new global order”, most often, the “wires” of
the conspiracies go across the ocean and end - noth-
ing new under the sun, isn’t it? - in the capital of the
most powerful state in the world, USA.

Why USA?

In 1991, when USSR was falling apart, USA re-
mained the only global hegemonic. Its overwhelming
military force, its huge economy, its aggressive
pop-culture and the symbolic merit in winning the
“cold war” along four decades, all these legitimated
America for the role of primadonna in the global
concert. China was barely starting its astonishing
economical ascension, Russia was leaking its wounds,
as it was reduced to its 17™ century’s geographical
dimensions, Germany was stretching its muscles in
order to realize the difficult reunification with the
eastern lands, UK was percepted as a close extension
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putin cu un jucator in sine, iar Franta inca isi cauta
viitorul in globul de cristal al neogaullismului care
incepea sa palpaie timid la Paris si sa-si coaguleze
expresia politica prin dl. Chirac. Pentru mai bine
de un deceniu, SUA avea sa atragad toatd spaimele
mondiale si sa fie privita la fel cum era privit Impe-
riul Roman in epoca imparatului Augustus. Intot-
deauna cei mici se tem de cel mai puternic; aceasta
a fost paralogica mentala care avea sa transforme
America, In perceptia unei bune parti a publicului,
din campioana Lumii Libere intr-un hegemon care
inspira frica.

Criza economica nu a facut decat sa toarne un
suvoi de apa in iazul care alimenteaza aceste te-
meri. Evident ca SUA vrea sa cucereasca lumea -
spun aceste teorii - si la fel de evident c3, iata, nu
o mai face (doar) cu tancurile si cu avioanele, o
face cu politica dolarului si cu atacuri sub centura
menite sa destabilizeze economia mondiala, pen-
tru ca aceasta din urma sa-i pice in maini ca un
fruct bine copt.

Marile fisuri ale acestor teorii sunt mai mereu
invizibile pentru un public mai degraba neinstru-
it si lesne de sedus prin ,cvasiinformatii“ defor-
mate, trunchiate sau de-a dreptul mincinoase.
Daca vei Incerca sa explici cuiva cauzele deloc
simple care au condus la actuala criza, trebuie sa
intri in teorii financiare, sociale, antroplogice etc,
etc, teorii care sunt precum limba chineza pentru
cei mai multi locuitori ai Europei, de exemplu. Daca
vei spune ca America vrea sa cucereasca lumea,
oricine poate ,pricepe” o asemenea ,explicatie” a
ceea ce se intampla.

Dupa Marea Crizad din 1929-1933, tapul ispasitor
a fost gasit, mdcar in unele state, in evrei; o minori-
tate lipsita de mecanisme de aparare, vulnerabila
prin neapartenenta la religia majoritara, deloc sim-
patizata de publicul larg ca urmare a unor decenii
de antisemitism fatis sau voalat propagat in presa.
Teoriile abradacabrante vehiculate in facaturi ale
Ohranei tariste, de genul ,Protocoalele Inteleptilor
Sionului sau ale tripletei Hitler-Rosenberg-Goebbels,
au condus direct la Holocaust, care a costat sase
milioane de vieti doar in randurile etnicilor evrei.

Pe fondul actualei crize, mai ales 1n tarile unde
rata somajului creste, spaima de ziua de maine
devine cronica, incertitudinile vizavi de viitor nasc
nevroze tot mai accentuate, tendinta de a gasi un
»inamic explicativ” este foarte mare. In Slovacia, de
exemplu, ,inamicul“ gasit de unele publicatii au fost
rromii; pana ce un individ a pus mana pe o carabina
si a executat cu sange rece cativa oameni care i-au

of America and less as a player in itself, and France
yet was looking for its future in neogaullism’s crys-
tal globe which shyly began to coagulate its political
from through Mr Chirac. For over a decade, USA was
going to attract all the world fears and to be looked
just like Roman Empire was during Emperor
Augustus age. Always the little have fear of the most
powerful: that was the mental para-logic which has
transformed America, in the perception of some
good part of the public, from the Champion of the
Free World in a fearful hegemonic.

The economical crisis did not do but to pour a
torrent of water in the pool which fed these fears.
Evidently, USA wants to conquer the world - these
theories say - and evidently too that, alas, it does
not do it with tanks and airplanes anymore, it does
do it with the politics of dollar and potshots meant
to destabilize the world economy, in order to have
this felt in its hands like a ripe fruit.

The big faults of these theories are almost often
invisible to a public rather uneducated and easy to
seduce with deformed, truncated or directly liar
“quasi-information”. If one tries to explain to some-
one the simple at all causes that led to the actual
crisis, one has to appeal to financial, social, anthro-
pological etc etc theories, theories which are like
Chinese language to the most inhabitants of Europe,
for example. If one will say America wants to con-
quer the world, everybody can “catch” such an
“explanation” of what is going on.

After the Great Crisis, 1929-1933, the scape-
goat was found, at least in some states, in the
Jews; a minority without defense mechanisms,
vulnerable through non adherence to majority
religion, at all sympathized by the large public as
an a consequence of a few decades of open or
veiled anti-Semitic propagated in press. The abra-
cadabra theories professed in fake products of
tzar’s Ohrana, like “Protocols of the Elders of
Zion”, or of the triad Hitler-Rosenberg-Goebbels,
went directly to Holocaust, which cost six mil-
lions lives only among the Jewish ethnics.

On actual crisis’s background, especially in the
countries where the unemployment rate is increas-
ing, the fear for the day after becomes chronic, the
incertitude about the future give birth to increas-
ingly stressed neurosis, the tendency to find an
“explanatory enemy” is very large. In Slovakia, for
example, the “enemy” found by some publications
were the rroms; until a guy grabbed a carabin and
coldblooded executed a few people that came across
him. In Hungary, there was observed an increase of
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iesit in cale. In Ungaria s-a observat o crestere a
pozitiilor anti-semite. Extrema dreapta fascistoida (!)
a castigat teren in Rusia, tara care a platit cu peste
zece milioane de vieti victoria impotriva fascismu-
lui in cel de Al Doilea Razboi Mondial.

In aceste conditii, publicul se poate lisa sedus
de un discurs politic extremist, iar politicienii, la
randul lor, pot fi tentati sa inglobeze in discursul
menit sa aduca voturi anumite elemente care pa-
reau de neimaginat fie si cu un deceniu in urma.
Hitler nu a avut nevoie de majoritate In parlamen-
tul german pentru a prelua puterea absolut3, ci de
mai putin de o treime; restul a fost actiune gangs-
tereasca si propaganda neagra impotriva opozan-
tilor si a ,tovarasilor de drum®,

Cum se pozitioneaza Craftul fata de aceste ata-
curi care devin tot mai intense, mai ales datorita
capacitatii pe care o ofera internetul in privinta
posibilitatii diseminarii ,informatiei“ cu o viteza
unica in istorie?

Evident, nu incercand sa demonstreze ca nu
este vinovat de imaginarele conspiratii de care este
yacuzat” Aceste acuze sunt uneori atat de absurde,
incat orice tentativa de a folosi argumente ratio-
nale impotriva irationalului in esenta pura ar
echivala cu dialogul intre un paranoic ce se crede
Napoleon si medicul care incearca sa-i spulbere
convingerea. Ordinul nu si-a irosit niciodata ener-
giile in lupta cu detractorii sai cronici si cu dus-
manii lui dintotdeauna (extremistii de o natura
sau alta, tiranii, fundamentalistii). Dar nici nu
trebuie, cred eu, sa ignore forta acestor asa-zise
steorii“ si puterea lor de seductie Intr-un public
tot mai Ingrijorat de viitor si tot mai avid de pse-
udo-explicatii. Mai ales in statele in care democra-
tiile si reflexele democratice ale publicului larg nu
sunt inca deloc consolidate.

Vor depasi aceste ,teorii“ stadiul de ,under-
ground” de astazi si se vor inchega in ideologii
politice? Vor reusi aceste idelogii sa nasca expresii
partinice? Vor reusi aceste partide sa-si adjudece
halci Intregi din parlamentele nationale? Cu alte
cuvinte, se va repeta povestea anilor '30 ai seco-
lului trecut, cand acesti virusi, profitand de pra-
busirea sistemului imunitar al unor natiuni, ca
urmare a crizei economice, au atacat in forta si au
preluat puterea? O istorie Intreaga ne atrage aten-
tia ca rareori am invatat din greseli si ca deseori
le-am repetat.

anti-Semitic positions. The fascistoid extreme right
wing won ground in Russia, the country which
payed with 10 millions of lives the victory against
fascism, during World War IL.

In these conditions, the public may let them-
selves seduced by an extremist political discourse,
and politicians, in their turn, may include in their
speeches meant to bring votes certain elements
which seemed unimaginable even a decade ago.
Hitler did not need a majority in the German par-
liament for taking the absolute power, but less than
a one third; the rest was gangster-like actions and
black propaganda against the opponents and the
“trip fellows.”

How is the Craft positioning in front of these
attacks which become increasingly intense, espe-
cially due to the capacity the internet offers about
the possibility of dissemination the “information”
with a speed unique in the world?

Evidently, not trying to demonstrate that it is not
guilty of the imaginary conspiracies of which it is
“accused”. These accusations are sometimes so ab-
surd, so that any attempt to use rational arguments
against the irrational in pure essence would be
equivalent to a dialog between a paranoid who
believes himself Napoleon and the doctor who tries
to blow his conviction. The Craft never exhausted its
energies in the fight with its chronic detractors and
with its always enemies (extremists of a kind or
other, tyrants, fundamentalists). But also it does not
have, I believe, to ignore the force of these so-called
“theories” and their power to seduce a public in-
creasingly worried by the future and increasingly
avid of pseudo-explanations. Especially in the states
where democracies and the democratic reflexions of
the large public are not yet consolidated at all.

Are these “theories” going to surpass the
now-a-days stage of “underground” and coagulate
into political ideologies? Are these ideologies going
to give birth to party forms? Are these parties
going to adjudicate to themselves entire hunks of
national parliaments? In other words, is the story
of the last century’s years of the '30s going to re-
peat, when these viruses, taking advantage of the
fall down of some nations immune system, as a
consequence of the economical crisis, fully attacked
and took the power? An entire history adverts us
that we rarely learned from the mistakes and that
we often repeated them.

(\-0.0/Q/Y‘Y'
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Claudiu lonescu
de vorba cu / talking to

FRANK ULLMANN
Potentate, EMIRAT European Shrine Temple

Raspandeste Lumina

Oaspetele meu este Fratele

plului European Shrine EMIRAT. L

Frank Ullmann, Potentat al Tem- g“ﬁ ;

Iti multumesc, Frank, pentru
timpul tdu si pentru cd iti impdr-
tasesti cu publicul nostru viziu-
nea Shrine in Europa.

Multumesc pentru invitatie si
pentru cd mi-ai oferit ocazia sa
prezint Emirat Shrine.

Cu sigurantd cd printre cititorii
nostri avem persoane care nu stiu
ce este Shrine. Te rog, descrie-ne in

?OTENTA"‘
, - 3

Share the Light

My guest is our brother Frank
Ullmann, Potentate of the Euro-
pean Shrine Temple EMIRAT.
Thank you, Frank, for your time
and for sharing with our audi-
ence your vision of the Shrine in
Europe.

Thank you for the invitation and
for allowing me to present Emirat
Shrine.

For sure we have in our audience
people that doesn’t know what is
Shrine about. Please, describe in few

cdteva cuvinte aceastd remarcabild
societate filantropicd pentru copii.

In calitate de Shrineri suntem o
organizatie fraternad si facem parte
din Francmasonerie. Nu toti Maso-
nii sunt Shrineri, insa toti Shrinerii
sunt Masoni. Shrinerii se concen-
treaza pe filantropie, pe asigurarea
ingrijirilor medicale pentru copiii
cu probleme prin intermediul rete-
lei Shriners Hospitals for Children.
Suntem cunoscuti pentru fesul
nostru rosu distinctiv si pentru ca
organizam parade si evenimente
pentru a atrage mai multa atentie
si fonduri pentru eforturile noastre
caritabile.

O scurtd istorie a Shrine-ului in

words this outstanding philanthropic
society for kids.

We, as Shriners, are a fraternal
organization and part of Freema-
sonry. Not all Masons are Shriners,
but all Shriners are Master Masons.
Shriners focus on philanthropy,
supporting medical care to children
in need through their network of
Shriners Hospitals for Children. We
are known for our distinctive red
fez, organizing parades and events
to raise awareness and funds for
our charitable efforts.

A short history of Shrine in the
Us?

In 1870, a group of Masons met
frequently for lunch at Knicker-

Statele Unite?

In 1870, un grup de Masoni se intalneau frecvent
la masa de pranz la Knickerbocker Cottage din New
York City. Printre ei se numarau Walter M. Fleming,
medic, si William ]. Florence, actor. Membrii grupului
erau preocupati sa Inceapa o nouad structurd pentru
masoni, bazata mai mult pe distractie si fraternitate
decat pe ritualuri sobre. Fleming si Florence au luat
ideea in serios si s-au apucat de lucru.

bocker Cottage in New York City.
Among them were Walter M. Fleming, a physician, and
William ]. Florence, an actor. The group often talked
about starting a new fellowship for Masons and one
that would be based more on fun and Fellowship than
serious ritual. Fleming and Florence took this idea
seriously and became active.
Billy Florence had been traveling in France and had
been invited to a party at the home of an Arab diplomat
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Billy Florence calatorise prin
Franta si fusese invitat la o petre-
cere, acasa la un diplomat arab de
acolo. Petrecerea fusese gandita
in stilul unei comedii-musical, iar
punctul culminant a fost ca toti
oaspetii sa devina membri ai unei
societati (chipurile) stravechi si se-
crete. Stilul exotic, aromele straine
si muzica extraordinara de la ospa-
tul arab l-au inspirat sa propuna
aceasta tema ca baza pentru noua
comunitate.

Walter Fleming a preluat ideile
lui Florence si Impreund au conce-
put ritualul, o emblema si procedu-
rile ,Ordinului Arab Stravechi al

there. The party had been staged in
the style of a musical comedy and
its climax consisted of all the guests
becoming members of a (suppos-
edly) ancient secret society. The
exotic style, foreign flavors and
extraordinary music of the Arabian
feast inspired him to propose this
theme as the base for the new com-
munity.

Walter Fleming took Florence's
ideas and together they designed
the ritual, an emblem and cus-
toms, of the “Ancient Arabic Order
of the Nobles of the Mystic Shrine”.
[t was also established that mem-

Nobililor Shrine-ului Mistic“ S-a
stabilit si ca membrii sa poarte un fes rosu.

Prima intalnire a Mecca Shriners, cel dintdi templu
fondat In Statele Unite, a avut loc in 26 septembrie 1872,
insa a durat aproape
alti patru ani Tnainte
ca ideea membrilor
Shrine sa dea cu ade-
varat roade.

In acelasi timp, au
inceput sa se implice
in activitati caritabile
si au continuat sa
creasca.

Membrii fraterni-
tatii Shrine au fost
preocupati intot-
deauna sa i ajute pe
cei nevoiasi. La sfar-
situl anilor 1910,
cand o epidemie de poliomielita s-a abatut asupra
Statelor Unite, a devenit limpede ca multi copii nu
puteau sa aiba parte de ingrijirile necesare, astfel ca
Shrinerii au fondat un spital pentru copii, ca sa i
poata ajuta.

In 12 mai 1922 a fost asezati piatra de temelie a
primului spital pentru copii al Shrine, la Shreveport,
in statul Louisiana.

Astfel ca in 2022 am sarbatorit 150 de ani de Shrine
si 100 de ani de la fondarea Spitalului pentru copii.

Spune-ne despre spitalele Shrine — cdte sunt, ce afec-
tiuni pot trata etc.

Astazi noi, Shrinerii, gestionam spitale de copii,
centre de excelenta, clinici comunitare si centre de
telemedicina in Statele Unite, Canada si Mexic. Viziu-
nea pentru anul 2035 este sa trecem de la 22 de
spitale la 3-4, avand mai multe clinici comunitare,

bers should wear a red fez.

The first meeting of the Mecca Shriners, the first
temple founded in the U.S. was held on September
26,1872, but it took about another 4 years before the
idea of the Shriners really began to bear fruit.

They also became involved in charitable work and
continued to grow.

The members of the Shriners fraternity have al-
ways shared a desire to help those in need. In the late
1910s, as a polio epidemic swept across the United
States, it was apparent that many children were going
without appropriate care. So the Shriners established
a children's hospital to meet this need.

On May 12, 1922, was placed the cornerstone of
the first Shriners Children's hospital, in Shreveport,
Louisiana.

So in 2022 we celebrated 150 Years Shriners and
100 Years Shriners Children's Hospital.
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centre de excelenta si cea mai mare
retea de telemedicina din lume.
Este o evolutie, de la 22 de spitale
la transformarea Intr-o organizatie
de ajutorare cu acoperire globala.

Acordam atentie deosebita pro-
tezarilor, scoliozei, arsurilor si mul-
tor diagnostice asociate lor. Copiii
sunt tratati gratuit pana la varsta
de 18 ani.

Crezi cd mentalitatea europea-
nd imbrdtiseazd filantropia la fel
ca aceea americand? Te intreb pen-
tru cd Francmasoneria din Europa
este destul de diferitd de cea
nord-americand, precum si de cea

Tell us about the Shrine hospi-
tals - how many they have there,
what kind of affections is possible to
be treated etc

Today, as Shriners, we operate
children's hospitals, excellence
centers, outreach clinics and tele-
medicine centers in the U.S. Canada
and Mexico. The vision of 2035 is
to transform from 22 hospitals to
3-4, with more outreach clinics,
centers of excellence and the larg-
est telemedicine in the world. This
is a journey from 22 hospitals to
becoming a worldwide working aid
organization.

sud-americand sau central-ameri-
cand. Indrdznesc sd spun cd paradele cu motociclisti
si clovni care strdng bani pentru copii nu se potrivesc
in contextul european ca in cel din Statele Unite.

Ai perfecta dreptate.

Ca Templu european, suntem reprezentati in re-
giune de cele 16 cluburi ale noastre din 7 tari si avem
Nobili in multe tari europene. Aceste cluburi incear-
ca sa-si organizeze programele conform conditiilor
regionale, generand astfel donatii pentru telul pe care
il avem ca membri ai Templului Emirat.

In Speyer participam in fiecare an la Parada Brezel-
fest.

In Sicilia, Nobilii pregitesc mancarea impreuni cu
copiii, iar o echipa de supereroi i viziteaza pe copii
in spitale.

In Elvetia, Nobilii prepari cioco-
lata si o vand in scop caritabil.

Cred ca daca vom reusi in conti-
nuare sa transmitem ideea initiala
de distractie si fratie vom crea in-
teres si fata de Shrine si, astfel, fata
de latura filantropica.

Bineinteles, Francmasoneria din
Europa este mai degraba discret3,
iar Shrine are nevoie de publicitate.
Insa cat de mult se implicd public
fiecare Frate Nobil ramane la lati-
tudinea lui.

Te rog sd ne descrii drumul par-

Special attention is given to pros-
thetics, scoliosis, burns and many related diagnoses.
Children are treated free of charge until the age of 18.

Do you believe that European mentality embraces
philanthropy in a similar way that the American does?
I ask you this because the Freemasonry in Europe is
quite different compared to the North-American one,
as well as different to the South and Central American
Craft. I dare to say that the pa-rades of bikers, clown
units which are collecting money for children doesn’t
fit in the general European picture as it does in the US.

You are absolutely right about that. As a european
Temple, we are represented regionally by our 16 clubs
in 7 countries and Nobles in many
european countries. These clubs try
to organize the club life according
to the regional circumstances and
thereby generate donations for the
idea we have as Emirat Shriners.

In Speyer we participate every
year in the Brezelfest Parade.

In Sicily, the Nobles cook with
children or a superhero team visits
children in hospitals.

In Switzerland, the Nobles make
chocolate and sell it for charity.

[ think if we continue to manage
to convey the original idea of Fun
and Fellowship, we also create in-

curs de Shrine in Europa, de la apa-
ritia pe continent pdnd in ziua de azi. Cdti membri
Shrine avem, in ce tdri existd cluburi? Crezi cd e posibil
sd avem spitale Shrine si in Europa?

Mai intai sa-ti raspund la ultima intrebare.

Ideea noastra este sa trimitem copii din toata lu-
mea, cu un insotitor, la institutiile noastre de sanatate

terest in the Shriners and therefore
in the philanthropic side.

Of course, Freemasonry in Europe is rather discreet
and the Shriners needs publicity. But how much each
Noble Brother goes into the public remains his deci-
sion.
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si sa le finantam in totalita-
te cheltuielile de calatorie si
sedere. Obstacolele birocra-
tice sunt mult mai mici de-
cat in Germania sau Elvetia,
de exemplu. Si, cum suntem
activi in lumea Intreagd, in
cele din urma nu conteaza
unde se afla institutiile re-
spective. Asa cd nu, nu avem
in plan sa ne deschidem
propriul spital in Europa. Cu
banii aceia putem trimite
nenumarati copii catre insti-

I kindly ask you to de-
scribe Shrine's European
journey, from its appearance
on the continent until today.
How many Shriners do we
have, in which countries are
there clubs? Do you think it
is possible to have a Shrine
hospital also in Europe?

First, let's come to the
last question.

Our idea is to send chil-
dren from all over the world
with an accompanying per-

tutiile deja existente.

Din anul 2011 am transportat peste 120 de copii
catre spitalele noastre, pe multi dintre ei in repetate
randuri, daci a fost nevoie. in 2023 vom putea trimi-
te cel putin 11 copii insotiti pana la sfarsitul anului.
Realizam toate acestea cu putin peste 700 de membri.

son to our existing health
facilities and to fully finance the travel expenses and
the stay. The bureaucratic hurdles are much lower
than in Germany or Switzerland, for example. And
since we are active worldwide, it does not matter in
the end where our facility is located. So no, we are not

Nu as vrea sa nu amintesc sprijinul doamnelor noas-
tre, care se organizeazad si contribuie Intr-un mod
deloc neglijabil la succesul nostru.

Inaintea Templului EMIRAT a existat in Europa un
club Shrine, creat in 1951 de catre soldatii americani.
In 2011, Nobilii de pe continent au primit patenta de
Templu de sine statator.

Cluburi exista In Germania, Elvetia, Romania, Cipru,
Italia, Grecia si Turcia. In plus, existi Nobili EMIRAT
in Spania, Danemarca, Suedia, Belgia, Franta si Olanda.
Sper ca nu am uitat pe nimeni.

Frank, te rog explicd-ne de ce ai ales
acest motto: ,,Rdspdndeste Lumina”.

Sunt mai multe motive. Simbolul
luminii arata apropierea de Franc-
masonerie. Impartisirea ideii noastre
si In interiorul Francmasoneriei, dar
si in lumea profana ar trebui sa fie un
obiectiv apropiat de inima fiecarui Nobil.

planning our own hospital. For this money we can fly
countless children to existing facilities.

Since 2011, we have transported over 120 children
to our facilities, many of them multiple times if need-
ed. In 2023, we will be able to send at least 11 accom-
panied children by the end of the year. We accomplish
all of this with just over 700 members. I would not
like to leave unmentioned the support of our ladies,
who organize themselves and together contribute a
not inconsiderable part to our success.

The forerunner of EMIRAT was founded in 1951 by

American soldiers as a club.In 2011, the Nobles
were granted a charter as an independent
temple.

Clubs exist in Germany, Switzer-
land, Romania, Cyprus, Italy, Greece
and Turkiye. In addition, there are
EMIRAT Nobles in Spain, Denmark,

Sweden, Belgium, France and Nether-
lands. I hope I have not forgotten anyone.
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[ar ca ultima idee, desigur, a
folosi experienta Nobililor
cu vechime Inseamna a ras-
pandi lumina.

Care sunt obiectivele prin-
cipale din mandatul tdu ca
Potentat al Templului Emirat?

Sa oferim tratament cat

This award
is presented to the Nobility
of

Te s

their
futy

Membership Hall of Fame

Emirat Shriners

&

mai multor copii, sa conti-

or Y
a net gain in membership in 2022.
They are hereby inducted into the

Membership Hall of Fame.

nudm sa ne crestem numarul
de membri, iar in unele lo-

curi sa stabilim modalitatile
de dezvoltare in viitor. Asta

DN
h 5

Frank, please explain why you chose this
motto: “Share the Light’”.

There are several reasons.

The light symbolism shows the closeness
to Freemasonry.

Sharing the light of our idea both within
Freemasonry, but also in the profane world
should be close to the heart of every Noble.

And as a last point, of course, to use the
experience of long-time Nobles is to share
light.

What are the main objectives of your man-
9 date as Potentate of Emirat Temple?

inseamna sa devenim mai

profesionisti In aparitiile din social media si pe site-ul
nostru sau sa oferim instrumente si mai bune pentru
relatiile cu publicul.

Care consideri cd este cea mai bund metodd de a ne
comunica filantropia?

Daca fiecare Nobil povesteste cu mandrie in Loja
lui cum imbunatateste viata copiilor in timp ce se
distreaza si dezvolta un sentiment de camaraderie
alaturi de doamnele, familiile si Fratii nostri din toata
Europa, sunt convins ca multi Masoni vor fi interesati
sa devina membri. Daca unii Nobili le povestesc fami-
liilor sau colegilor despre ceea ce facem, sunt convins
ca vom gasi mai multi sponsori si, poate, chiar Masoni
care sa devind membri ai Templului nostru.

Te rog sd ne spui CV-ul tdu, atdt masonic, cat si
profan.

M-am nascutin 1971 in RDG si am avut o copilarie
linistita, fiind fiu de profesor.

Dupa reunificare am lucrat la o companie de asi-
gurari de sandtate. Mai tarziu mi-am finalizat stagiul
in domeniul educatiei pentru adulti, iar din 2001 lu-
crez in Ké6ln la o mare companie de asigurari care,
bineinteles, m-a ajutat sa inteleg o parte din constran-
gerile birocratice.

Sunt mason din 2006, am

To provide treatment to as many children
as possible, to continue to increase membership and
in some places to set a course for the future. This
means to go more professional in our social media
appearances and the homepage or to offer even better
tools for public relations.

Which do you consider is the best way to commu-
nicate our philanthropy?

If each Noble proudly tells in his Lodge how he is
improving the lives of children while having fun and
fellowship with our ladies, families and Brothers from
all over Europe, I am sure many Masons will be in-
terested in becoming members. If some of the Nobles
tell their families or colleagues about it, [ am sure we
will find more sponsors and perhaps new Masons
and Shriners.

Please let us know your curriculum vitae, both
Masonic and profane.

Born in 1971 in the GDR and grew up there shel-
tered as a teacher's child.

After the reunification I worked for a health insur-
ance company.

Later I completed an apprenticeship in adult
education and since 2001 I have been working in
Cologne for a large health insurance company, which
of course helps me to under-
stand some of the bureau-
cratic constraints.

fost Maestru Venerabil in doua
Loji, acum sunt Mare Maestru
Districtual Adjunct pentru
Marea Loja Americano-Cana-
diana din Germania, iar din
2016 sunt Shriner.

Mai sunt membru in cate-
va rituri britanice tipice, de la
Maestru Mark la Cavaler Tem-
plier, la care am renuntat in
2023 ca sa ma dedic in tota-
litate misiunii de Potentat.

[ have been a Mason since
2006, I was WM in two lodg-
es am DDGM in the American
Canadian Grand Lodge of
Germany, and since 2016
Shriner.

Further memberships are
some typical British degrees
from Mark Master to Knights
Templar, which I let rest in
2023 to dedicate myself fully
to my task as Potentate. ®
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ANDREI MERCHEA | Worshipful Master, FORUM Lodge No. 64

De la R.L. Forum Nr. 64 la
Revista ,,Forum Masonic*
Nr. 64

Doresc ,La multa viata in ani!“
Revistei Forum Masonic cu ocazia
celei de-a 64-a aparitii, o cifra spe-
ciala pentru Atelierul nostru. Fac
aceasta urare in numele RL Forum
64 Bucuresti si a fratilor ei. 1l felicit
pe Fratele Claudiu Ionescu pentru
neobosita preocupare de a pune
educatia masonica pe primul plan
atunci cand vine vorba de buna
informare a Fratilor, creionarea
punctelor de baza care constituie
o constiinta fraterna colectiva si o
preocupare fata de preceptele
Francmasoneriei. Felicit constanta

From Forum Lodge No. 64
to the “Masonic Forum”
Magazine, No. 64

[ wish long life and many happy
returns to the Masonic Forum
Magazine on the occasion of its 64"
issue, a number that is special to
our Lodge. I wish this on behalf of
Forum Lodge No. 64 from Bucharest
and its Brethren. I congratulate
Brother Claudiu Ionescu for his tire-
less preoccupation of putting Ma-
sonic education at the forefront
when it comes to the education of
Brethren, the laying out of the fun-
damentals that constitute a collec-
tive fraternal conscience and a
preoccupation regarding the pre-

membrilor redactiei si colaboratori-
lor care au vegheat de-a lungul anilor la trecerea
comunitatii masonice din Romania de la o asimilare
de informatii cu caracter esoteric la intelegerea
continutului lor dincolo de ,epiderma“.

Contextul pandemic si post-pandemic a amplificat
prin lipsa unui schimb viu de ganduri si emotii (care
sad anime pornirea de a actualiza in permanenta cu-
nostintele doar anuntate spre reflectie in ritual din
Tinutd) prapastia dintre membrii Ordinului si sim-
bolistica masonica. Evident ca putem rosti frazele
din ritual ca pe niste texte predefinite, dar fara a
procesa organic talcul ceremoniilor, semnelor, cuvin-
telor, emblemelor ne vom simti nemodificati pe in-
terior. Chiar daca, de multe ori, repetarea exterioara
a anumitor actiuni si cuvinte poate dicta si tempera-
tura noastra internd, e greu sa repetam niste lucruri
fara sa le cunoastem provenienta si sensul pentru
contextul vremurilor in care au fost create. Nu in-
demn spre o diminuare a importantei memorarii si
redarii exacte a ritualului. Cred insa, cu o exprimare
mai frustd, cd memorarea si intelegerea a ceea ce
scoti pe gura merg mana in mana spre o traire ade-
varata a acestui mod de viata pe care l-am ales si ni
l-am asumat.

Imi vine acum in timpul acestui dicteu, pe care aleg
sa-1 impartasesc fara filtru, un pasaj din Masoneria si
intelesul ei tainic, scrisa de W.L. Wilmshurst:

»Noi ne intdlnim in Loji in mod regulat, inde-
plinim ceremonialul si repetdm formulele noastre
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cepts of Freemasonry. [ congratulate
the consistency of the members of the editorial office
and its collaborators who, over the years, have watched
over the transition of the Masonic community in
Romania from an assimilation of esoteric information
to understanding their content beyond the “epidermis”.
Through the lack of a lively exchange of thoughts
and emotions (that would animate the urge to con-
stantly update the knowledge only offered for reflec-
tion during the Ritual Meeting), the pandemic and
post-pandemic context have amplified the gap be-
tween the Brethren and Masonic symbolism. Of course
we can speak the ritual phrases as default texts, but
without organically processing the meaning of the
ceremonies, the signs, the words, the emblems we will
feel unchanged on the inside. Even if, quite often, the
exterior repetition of certain actions and words can
dictate our internal temperature as well, it’s difficult
to repeat things without knowing their origin and
meaning at the time of their creation. I do not suggest
minimizing the importance of memorizing and exact-
ly reproducing the ritual; I do believe, however - to
be quite crude - that what memorizing and under-
standing what comes out of one’s mouth go hand in
hand towards truly manifesting this way of life that
we have chosen and taken upon ourselves.
During this dictation, which I choose to share
without any filters, | remember a passage from W.L.
Wilmshurst's The Meaning of Masonry:
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catehetice noapte de noapte, intr-un grad scazut
sau mai ridicat de inteligentd si de perfectiune
verbald, si acolo se sfdrseste activitatea noastrd,
ca si cum aptitudinea de a indeplini aceastd acti-
vitate in mod ldudabil ar fi insdsi desdvdrsirea
lucrarii masonice. Rareori sau niciodata folosim
intdlnirile din cadrul Lojilor - dedicate acum aproa-
pe exclusiv sdvdrsirii ceremoniilor - pentru a im-
plini si celdlalt scop la fel de important pentru care
au fost gandite: ,,explicarea Misteriilor Ordinului“
si poate ca neglijarea acestora de cdtre noi se da-
toreazd faptului cda nu am inteles cum se cuvine ce
reprezintd acele Misterii in care Ordinul a fost
gandit initial sd ne introducad“.

Ma bucur sa constat ca reviste ca ,Forum Masonic“
coaguleaza frati care indreapta bucurosi aceasta de-
ficienta evidenta simtind apartenenta la Ordin ca un
scop care i-a adus in prezenta a ceva mai insemnat
decat ce cunosteau Tnainte si care i-au ajutat pe toti
Fratii care le parcurg paginile sa treaca dincolo de
stratul de vedenie al unui simbol.

Foram Masonic
@ -
P S
Masonic Foram

Simbol sau vedenie este titlul unei carti scrise de
prozatorul si romancierul roman Dan Stanca, un adept
al gandirii ezoterice a lui René Guénon. Recunosc ca
o ratacisem prin rafturile bibliotecii de acasa dupa ce
0 cumpdrasem in urma cu vreo sase ani, atras de
aceasta alaturare cu scop antitetic simbol-vedenie.
Asemenea unei vedenii, mi s-a parut ca a avut un licar
viu cand mi-a cazut de pe raft direct In maini in timp
ce sapam dupa niste texte ale unor spectacole pe care
trebuie sa le reiau odata cu redeschiderea teatrelor.
Am fost amuzat sa vad cum suma unor framantari ale
mele acumulate in aceasta perioada pandemica isi
gdsesc sinteza in aceste doua cuvinte. Am fost surprins
de faptul ca toate cautdrile mele de a Intelege tul-
burarile comportamentale din aceastd perioads, ig-
noranta si energia dezbindtoare a oamenilor isi au
radacinile In confuzia dintre acesti doi termeni. Aveam
simbolul care ma ducea cu gandul la simbolism, acest
veritabil alfabet cu literele caruia decriptam precep-
tele si Invataturile masonice. Simbolismul este si o
forma de scriere. Putem oare inversa asertiunea,
spunand ca si scrisul si cititul, din antichitate pana in
prezent, sunt forme ale simbolismului? La urma
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“We meet in our Lodges regularly; we perform
our ceremonial work and repeat our catechetical
instruction-lectures night after night with a less or
greater degree of intelligence and verbal perfec-
tion, and there our work ends, as though the abil-
ity to perform this work creditably were the be-all
and the end-all of Masonic work. Seldom or never
do we employ our Lodge meetings for that purpose
for which, quite as much as for ceremonial purpos-
es, they were intended, viz.: for “expatiating on the
mysteries of the Craft’, and perhaps our neglect to
do so is because we have ourselves imperfectly
realized what those mysteries are into which our
Order was primarily formed to introduce us.”

[ am happy to see that magazines such as
“Masonic Forum” bring together Brethren who are
gladly righting this evident deficiency, as they feel their
belonging to the Order as a purpose that has brought
them in the presence of something more meaningful
than they knew before and help all the Brethren that
have read their pages go beyond the vision layer of a
symbol.

Simbol sau vedenie / Symbol or Vision is the title
of a book by Romanian writer and novelist Dan Stan-
ca, a follower of René Guénon’s esoteric thought.
[ admit [ had misplaced it somewhere in the book-
shelves of my home library after I'd bought it some
six years ago, intrigued by this antithetical bringing
together of two elements: symbol-vision. Like a vi-
sion, it seemed to me that it shimmered lively when
it fell from the shelf directly into my hands while I
was digging for some texts for performances I had to
pick back up once the theatres had reopened. It
amused me to see how certain concerns which had
come to me during the pandemic period find their
synthesis in those two words. [ was surprised by the
fact that all my attempts at understanding the behav-
ioral disorders from this period, the ignorance and
the dividing energies of people, are enrooted in these
two words. [ had the symbol, which reminded me of
symbolism, this alphabet whose letters we use to
decrypt the Masonic precepts and teachings. Symbol-
ism is also a form of writing. | wonder if we can invert
the assertion and say that reading and writing, from
ancient times, to the present day, are forms of sym-
bolism? At the end, the types of writing today are the
evolution of hieroglyphs, which are also symbols, so
they have a symbolic character. We express our
thoughts by using a spoken language that has a sym-
bolic character as well - otherwise we would not have
needed to learn and understand it in order to be
understood. A sound that is pronounced is written
through one or more letters. A word generated by
thought is written with letters, symbols which repli-
cate that thought. Therefore, by extrapolation, we gain
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urmei, tipurile de scriere de azi reprezinta evolutia
hieroglifelor care sunt tot simboluri, deci au caracter
simbolic. Ne exprimam gandurile prin utilizarea unei
limbi vorbite care are tot caracter simbolic; altfel nu
ar fi trebuit sa o invatam ca sa intelegem si sa fim
intelesi. Un sunet pronuntat este scris cu una sau mai
multe litere. Un cuvant generat de gand este scris cu
niste litere, simboluri care redau acel gand. Asadar,
extrapoland, dobandim cunoasterea prin acest cod al
simbolurilor... in masura in care am Invatat sa folosim
aceasta trusa cu instrumente.

Lipsa intelegerii functionale a simbolurilor duce la
lipsa de cunoastere pe orice palier fie el stiintific,
lingvistic, tehnic etc. Cu toate acestea ne avantam -
mai vizibil In ultima perioada cand lupa este pusa pe
reactia umana la necunoscut - in subiecte pe care nu
le Intelegem. Nu facem distinctia Intre cunoastere si
opinie, neavand exercitiul de a stabili care sunt rela-
tiile cauzale din spatele unui fenomen. Nu ne fncurca
aceste mici detalii impalpabile In universul nostru
strabadtut de explicatii palpabile, 1la primul strat. Ne
impunem opiniile fara nici un fundament, punandu-le
pe acelasi plan cu punctele de vedere ale unor oameni
cu expertiza. Societatea noastra dezvolta o boala so-
cio-educationala: avem vedenii pe care le confundam
cu cunoasterea. Bagatelizam cunoasterea stiintifica
contraintuitiva care ne expune autosuficienta. Prefe-
ram vedeniile cu iz stiintific pentru ca se apropie mai
mult de instinctele noastre. Astazi, lumea nu vrea sa
mai fie deranjata In orgoliu daca si-a format o opinie.
Are de defilat cu ea pentru a-nhdta bdsicuta de
sdpun a gloriei (ma duc usor cu gandul la celebrul
personaj shakespearian Jacques Melancolicul care azi
e Melancolicul cdruia stiinta 1i vine direct pe canal
astral dupa 40 de grade) in discutiile de sambata in
care vrea sa-1 puna cu botul pe labe pe tata-socru si
dupa in fata blocului la bere cu vecinii sa fie fals scar-
bit de ignoranta lor. Nu mai poate cineva sa vina sa-ti
darame turnul de carti de joc construit pe idei putine
si repetitive. Opinia ta trebuie confirmata in veacul
vecilor. Suntem atat de ocupati sa ne intretinem ve-
denia ca am trai, incat atunci cand deschidem un ziar,
un site, teleVEDENIA, vrem doar sa ni se confirme ca
avem dreptate in tot ceea ce facem.

Acesta e momentul in care mi-am recentrat atentia
pe societatea initiatica din care facem parte. Scopul
era cautarea influentei benefice pe care aceasta o are
asupra lumii profane prin exportarea valorilor sale,
implicit caracterele si intelectele slefuite ale fratilor.
Din pacate, mi-am adus aminte ca si organizatia noas-
tra a fost racordata la acest tip de vedenii care inlo-
cuiesc cunoasterea cu pseudo-cunoasterea. Principiul
vaselor comunicante nu ne-a iertat. Francmasoneria
isi selecteaza oamenii tot din randurile profane, iar
fluxul de tare morale si intelectuale a fost peste
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knowledge through this code of symbols... provided
we have learned how to use this toolkit.

Forum Masonic
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Lack of functional understanding of symbols leads
to lack of knowledge in any field, be it scientific, lin-
guistic, technical etc. Nonetheless we dare - more
evident lately, when the magnifying glass is set on
human reaction to the unknown into areas we don’t
understand. We don’t differentiate between knowl-
edge and opinion because we haven’t exercised our
ability to establish what the causal relations behind
a phenomenon are. We aren’t hindered by the small
intangible details in our universe that is coursed by
palpable explanations, on the first layer. We impose
our opinions with no grounds to do so, treating them
as opinions coming from people of expertise. Our
society is evolving a social and educational disease:
we have visions we mistake for knowledge. We belit-
tle counterintuitive scientific knowledge that expos-
es our self-sufficiency. We prefer vaguely scientific
visions because they are closer to our instincts.
People today don’t want to have their feathers ruffled
if they’ve formed an opinion. They want to parade it
around seeking the bubble reputation (I am easily
reminded of the Shakespearian character Melancholy
Jacques, who today is the Melancholy Person for
whom science comes directly through an astral chan-
nel after 40 degrees) in Saturday’s talks, where they
want to tell off father-in-law, or afterwards, in front
of the apartment building, when they go for a beer
with the neighbors, they want to be disgusted by their
ignorance. Nobody is allowed to come and topple
your tower of cards, built upon few and repetitive
ideas. Your opinion must be confirmed to the end of
time. We are so busy to entertain our vision of living
that when we open a newspaper, a website or turn
on the teleVISION we only want to receive validation
for what we are doing.

That’s when I've refocused my attention on the
society of initiation that we are part of. The purpose
was seeking the beneficial influence it has on the
profane world by exporting its values, and implicitly
the polished characters and intellects of the Breth-
ren. Sadly, I remembered that our organization has
been itself connected to this type of visions that
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capacitatea de filtrare calitativa a ORG-ului. Decaden-
ta pe care o reliefam e efectul unui proces pe termen
lung si a derivat din faptul ca unii ,frati“ care au pa-
calit sita au generat la randul lor aceleasi modele. Unii
dintre ei, insarcinati sa ne administreze destinele au
preluat doar litera sau forma ca atare si au eliminat
caracterul simbolic. Ori ca sa-1 citez pe Dan Stanca,
fiindca tot mi-a placut cartea lui, ,Cand forma nu mai
e simbol, nici continutul nu mai e Dumnezeu“. Conse-
cintele se vad astazi. Azi avem un procentaj conside-
rabil de oameni care inteleg adevarata filozofie si
semnificatia Fratiei doar executand conventional,
mecanic ritualul si cuvintele sale, care pronuntate in
cunostinta de cauza ar fi adevarate chei de rezonanta.
Acestia sunt captivi vedeniei conform careia ei ar fi
dobandit cunoasterea simbolica.

Haideti sa trecem pe curat obisnuinta de a reflecta
asupra simbolului ca fundament Divin al virtutilor
catre care tindem In calea noastra spre Lumina. Samuel
Beckett spunea: ,Aerul e strapuns de tipete, dar obis-
nuinta e o mare surdind“ Cu alte cuvinte, din cauza
acestui tip de obisnuintd nereactiva, tipetele care ex-
prima suferintd au ajuns inaudibile. Daca tot replantam
radacini, haideti sa facem din intelegerea simbolului o
obisnuinta care sa rupa orice platitudine si care sa ne
stimuleze reactia prompta in fata ignorantei si tendin-
tei de a controla prin privarea de educatie.

Cuvantul simbol provine din termenul grecesc
sym-ballein care inseamna a lega, a reuni cele des-
partite. Simbolul devine liant intre doua obiecte, doua
entitati, doua lumi care puse impreuna dau ceva mai
important. El cere de cele mai multe ori un antrena-
ment al simtului critic Intrucat asociaza idei dispa-
rate. De exemplu, un porumbel alb care 1si face cuib
intr-o casca de soldat e un simbol al pacii de dupa
razboi. Daca in acceptiunea profana simbolul repre-
zintd ceva prin asemdnare exactd, in acceptiunea
initiatica el reuneste semnificatii atdt din spatiul
material cat si din cel spiritual. Iata cum din simbol
doar al ferocitatii in simbolistica profana, leul este
asociat In simbolistica masonica si cu regalitatea,
nobletea, soarele si inflacararea.

Simbolul este ceva care inlocuieste, reprezinta sau
aminteste de altceva, din nou, nu printr-o asemanare
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replace knowledge with pseud-knowledge. The prin-
ciple of communicating vessels has not spared us.
Freemasonry selects its men from the very same
ranks of the profane, and the influx of moral and
intellectual flaws was beyond the filtering capacity
of the Craft. The decadence I was highlighting is the
effect of a long-term process and derived from the
fact that some “Brethren” have tricked the sieve and
have, in turn, generated those same models. Some of
them, tasked to manage our destinies, have taken
the letter or the form as such and have eliminated
the symbolic character. But, in order to quote Dan
Stanca, because I liked his book: “When the form
stops being a symbol, then the content stops being
God”. The consequences are visible today. We have a
considerable percentage of people who understand
the true philosophy and significance of the Brother-
hood only by conventionally and mechanically execut-
ing the ritual and its words, which, if spoken in full
knowledge, could be real resonance keys. They are
captives of the vision that they have already gained
symbolic knowledge.

Let us start anew our habit of reflecting upon the
symbol as Divine foundation of the virtues towards
which we strive in our path to the Light. Samuel
Beckett said: “The air is full of our cries. But habit is
a great deadener” In other words, because of this type
of unresponsive habit the cries expressing suffering
have become inaudible. If we keep replanting roots,
let us turn the understanding of the symbol into a
habit that breaks any platitude and stimulates prompt
reaction in the face of ignorance and the tendency to
control by deprivation of education.

The term symbol comes from the Greek sym-bal-
lein, which means to bind together, to put back that
which is divided. The symbol becomes the glue
between two objects, two entities, two worlds that
when put together amount to something more impor-
tant. It usually requires a trained critical sense, be-
cause it associates disparate ideas. For example, a
white dove that nests inside a soldier’s helmet is a
symbol of peace after the war. If in the profane view
the symbol represents something through exact sim-
ilarity, then in the initiate’s view it reunites meanings
from both the physical and the spiritual realm. That
is how from a symbol of ferocity in the profane world
the lion is associated with royalty, nobility, the sun
and ardor in Masonic symbolism.

The symbol is something that replaces, represents
or reminds of something, again, not through exact
similarity, but rather through an association of ideas,
especially when it comes to an object representing
something abstract, such as a quality, a flaw or a con-
dition. We thus have virtues essential in our practice
for which we have a number of associations with
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exacta, ci prin o asociere de idei, in special cand e
vorba de un obiect care reprezinta ceva abstract cum
ar fi o calitate, un defect sau o conditie. Astfel, avem
virtuti esentiale n practica noastra pentru care avem
o multitudine de asocieri cu anumite obiecte. Echerul,
simbolul drumului drept 1n actiune, capata prin aso-
ciere intelesul de echitate. Compasul este un simbol
al masurii, al autocontrolului de care trebuie sa dam
dovada in drumul nostru drept, deoarece pierderea
masurii chiar si in drumul drept conduce la fanatism,
reactii extremiste asa cum orice lucru bun, cand nu e
socoteald, se transforma 1n rau. Prin asociere cu omul,
compasul are un cap si doua brate, care in deschiderea
lor cea mai mare arata limita pana la care poate ajun-
ge mintea omeneasca.

Virtutile simbolizate de echer si compas nu ar avea
nicio valoare daca nu ar fi subordonate Adevarului
Divin, Revelator simbolizat de Cartea Legii Sacre.

Simbolul se dezvaluie printr-o conditie proprie
punand la Incercare modul de gandire asociativa a
initiatului atunci cand invaluie o relatie de semnificare
cu altceva decat ea. Daca ne ducem cu gandul la ade-
vdratele bijuterii ale lojii In conceptia fratelui Oliver
Day Street, observam aceasta dezvaluire si invaluire
in acelasi timp a sa. Vedem moralitatea simbolizata
de echer, egalitatea simbolizata de nivel3, integritatea,
verticalitatea specifica firului cu plumb, conditia omu-
lui cu o minte Inca neslefuita dar cu un caracter veri-
tabil reprezentata de piatra brutd, conditia omului
educat - cu calitdtile sale native gradinarite - simbo-
lizata de Piatra Cubica si orice sursa de asimilare a
Adevarului Revelator oferita lucratorului angajat in
constructia templului simbolizatad de plansa de trasat.
Aparenta dezvaluire ne trimite pe o pista fals3, in
sensul 1n care, daca ne raportam doar la aceasta rea-
litate vizibila ratdm realitatea diametral opusa dinspre
care atentia iti este cu usurinta deturnata daca te
multumesti doar cu niste semne in sine, niste vedenii,
cu doar una din partile disparate ale symbollonului.
Facand asocierea suprema constructie templu - con-
structie caracter concept primordial al masoneriei
speculative vei reusi sa corelezi si loja cu societatea
umanad. Asa vei ajunge de la bijuteriile lojii la bijute-
riile oricdrei natiuni: un popor onest, veritabil, care,
desi Inca needucat, devine un respectabil angrenaj
cetatenesc rafinat, cizelat prin invatarea marilor Ade-
varuri Revelatoare care 1i confera educatie si antre-
nament mintal si care este caracterizat prin conduita
morald, egalitate in fata legii si verticalitate. lata cum
simbolul se afirma ca un termen posibil de perceput
insotit de o nuantd de neperceput pentru cel ce nu-si
ascute puterea de a discerne.

different objects. Through association, the square, the
symbol of the right course of action, gains the mean-
ing of equity. The compasses is a symbol of measure,
of the self-control we have to show in our straight
path, because loss of measure - even on the right
path - leads to fanaticism, to extremist reactions, just
as any good thing without measure becomes evil. By
association with man, the compasses has a head and
two arms, which when opened to the maximum show
the limits that the human mind can reach.
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The virtues symbolized by the square and com-
passes would have no value if they were not subordi-
nated to the Divine, Revelatory Truth symbolized by
the Book of the Holy Law.

The symbol reveals itself through its own condi-
tion by challenging the initiate’s associative thinking
when it envelops a relation of significance with some-
thing other than itself. If we think about the true
jewels of the Lodge in Bro Oliver Day Street’s view
we see its revealing and, at the same, it's envelop-
ment. We see the morality symbolized by the square,
the equality symbolized by the level, the integrity,
verticality specific to the plummet, the condition of
the man with a still unpolished mind, but with a true
character symbolized by the rough ashlar, the condi-
tion of the educated man - having had his native
qualities nurtured - symbolized by the cubic stone
and any source of assimilation of the Revealing Truth
offered to the worker engaged in the construction of
the temple in the tracing board. The apparent reveal-
ing leads on a false path, in the sense that if we take
into consideration only this visible reality then we
are missing out on the diametrically opposed reality,
from which attention is easily deterred if we are
satisfied with only a few signs in and of themselves,
with just one part of the symbollon. By making the
supreme association building the Temple - building
character, a fundamental concept of speculative
Freemasonry, we will begin to make correlations
between the Lodge and human society. You will thus
go from the jewels of the Lodge to the jewels of any
nation: an honest, truthful, though yet uneducated
people becomes a respectable, refined civic mecha-
nism by learning the great Revelatory Truths which
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Pentru a ramane simbol, acesta trebuie sa mentina
distanta necesara intre realitatea vizibila si realitatea
invizibila (acel pachet de oportunitati care asteapta
momentul prielnic de slefuire personala pentru a iesi
la iveald). Doar astfel inteles, el ne va modifica real.
Tocmai in respectarea acestei distante rezida inefabi-
lul invaluirii. Dezvaluirea periculoasa sileste nasterea
gandului Intr-un costum care nu-i vine dar arata fru-
mos. E o vedenie estetica. Misterul modificator devine
nedumerire, apoi pe masura ce degradarea se accen-
tueaza - stupoare, indignare, revoltd. Dar ce frumos
ne fura iluzia faptului ca am inteles tot. Ce frumos ne
este coafat ego-ul! Incapabili de a trece dincolo de
estetic, de acel scurt si trecator frison pe care ni-l
transmite o imagine, nu realizam ca importanta acelui
frison nu consta In emotionarea sau hranirea mandri-
ei creierului, cat in producerea unui soc pe care ar
trebui sa-l resimtim nu numai la nivel mintal. Socul
consta in dislocarea zacamintelor de suficienta. Doar
asa putem ajunge la o versiune mai buna a noastra.
Incercand si descifrim simbolurile, evitim acea su-
prapunere dintre cele doua realitati - vizibila si invi-
zibila - care le transforma in vedenii. Cred ca acest
set de instrumente poate reintdri fratele ca parte din
Fraternitate si reintari pozitia Francmasoneriei ca
bastion al binelui si progresului umanitatii.

Odata asumate aceste valori, ele pot indeparta si
vedeniile din lumea profana. Fireste, sarcina va fi di-
ficila, lesne destituibila intr-o lume in care acoperirea
unor idei nu se realizeaza prin consensul intuitiei
intelectuale ci prin Ingramadirea de probe sub mare-
le nas al scepticismului colectiv. Nu se mai cauta in-
formatii pentru ca se stie tot. Daca ne da medicul o
veste proastd, vom gasi anticorpii In internet, fiindca
suntem convinsi ca acolo noi controlam realitatea.

Dar stiu, fratii mei ca atunci cand ne gandim cu
totii la acelasi lucru generam o energie transforma-
toare, capabila sa elimine chiar si vedeniile analfabe-
tismului informational care va vrea sa-si bage pumnul
in gurile celor care vad lucrurile si din alt unghi. Sa
nu uitdm ca ne propunem ca prin acest mod de viata
ales sa gasim o alegorie a existentei umane si implicit
directia care trebuie aleasa pentru arta de a trdi mai
bine.
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grant it education and mental training characterized
by moral conduct, equality before the law and verti-
cality. This is how the symbol affirms itself as a per-
ceivable term, together with a nuance that is
unperceivable for one who does not hone his power
if discerning.

In order to remain a symbol, it has to maintain the
necessary distance between the visible and invisible
reality (that body of opportunities waiting for the
right moment of personal polishing to reveal itself).
Only thus understood can it truly change us. It is in
respecting this distance that the ineffable quality of
envelopment resides. The dangerous revealing forces
the thought to be born in a costume that doesn’t suit
it, but looks nice. It’s an aesthetic vision. The modify-
ing mystery becomes confusion, then as degradation
goes on it turns into stupor, indignation, revolt. But
how beautifully the illusion that we understood
everything lulls us! How beautifully our ego is stroked!
Incapable of going beyond the aesthetic, beyond that
short and passing thrill an image instills in us, we
don’t realize that the importance of the thrill isn’t the
fact that it moves or nurtures the pride of the brain,
but rather the fact that it produces a shock we should
feel not only on a mental level. The shock means dis-
lodging any veins of self-sufficiency. This is the only
way we can reach a better version of ourselves. By
trying to decipher the symbols, we avoid the overlap-
ping of the two worlds - visible and invisible - which
would turn them into mere visions. I think that this
set of instruments can strengthen the Brother as part
of the Fraternity and consolidate the position of Free-
masonry as a bastion for the progress and good of
humanity.

Once we take up these values, they can cast away
the visions from the profane world was well. Of
course, the task will be difficult, easily replaceable in
a world where ideas are covered not by the consensus
of intellectual intuition, but by piling up evidence
under the nose of collective skepticism. Information
is no longer searched for because everything is known.
If the doctor gives as bad news, we will find the anti-
bodies on the internet, because we are certain that in
there we control reality.

But I know, Brethren, that when we all think
about the same thing we generate a transformative
energy, capable of eliminating even the visions bred
by the informational illiteracy that wants to force-
fully shut up those who see things from a different
perspective as well. Let us not forget that through
this way of life that we have chosen we propose
finding an allegory for human existence and, implic-
itly, for the direction that must be chosen for the art
of living better. m
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Claudiu lonescu
de vorba cu / talking to

ANDREAS CHARALAMBOUS
Past Grand Master of Grand Lodge of Cyprus

O singura Mare Loja
in fiecare tara

Bund ziua, dragul meu Andreas, si
fti multumesc cd esti aldturi de noi, ca
sd vorbim despre Francmasonerie. Sunt
onorat sd te am ca invitat si mi-as dori,
pentru prima oard, sd prezentdm as-
cultdtorilor nostri viata masonicd din
Cipru. Foarte pe scurt: cdte loji aveti,
dacd existd loji si in alte limbi, ce rituri
de perfectionare existd si asa mai de-
parte.

Dragul meu frate Claudiu, mai intai
trebuie sa spun ca e si pentru mine
0 onoare sa acord acest interviu pen-
tru Forum Masonic as dori sa te felicit
pentru ceea ce faci.

In Cipru avem cel putin o loja in
fiecare district al tarii, iar in clipa de

Just one Grand Lodge
in every country

Very good afternoon, my dear
Andreas, and many thanks for being
here with us, and talking about Free-
masonry. I am honored to have you
here and I'd like to, for the very first
time, introduce our audience to the
Masonic life in Cyprus. A short history:
how many Lodges, if there are Lodges
in other languages, what Appendant
Bodies you have and so on.

Dear Brother Claudiuy, first of all I
have to say that it is also an honor for
me to give this interview to the Masonic
Forum and I would like also to con-
gratulate you regarding your work.

In Cyprus we have at least one
lodge in every district of the country

fata nu avem decat loji vorbitoare de greaca si engle-
za. In trecut am avut o loja de limba italiani si una de
limbi germani. In total avem acum unsprezece loji
active cu circa cinci sute de membri, cu observatia ca
in cadrul Marii noastre Loji nu e voie sa fii membru
in mai multe loji. De asemenea, avem o politica prin
care membri pot deveni numai rezidentii din Cipru,
insa examinam candidaturi din partea non-rezidenti-
lor iIn masura in care indeplinesc anumite conditii.
Marea Loja a Ciprului lucreaza amiabil cu toate cele-
lalte rituri de perfectionare active in insuld, ca de
exemplu Supremul Consiliu, cu care am semnat un
concordat inca din 2006. Tot cu permisiunea Marii
Loji a Ciprului, care e organismul masonic suveran din
insuld, sunt active rituri de perfectionare ca Ritul de
York - varianta americaang, care include Arcul Regal,
Cripticii si Cavalerii Templieri. Avem si un Ordin al
Cavalerilor Crucii Rosii a lui Constantin, Ordinul Pre-
otilor Cavaleri Templieri ai Arcului Regal si de curand
ne-am dat acordul pentru formarea primului capitul
al Organizatiei DeMolay.

Avem mare grija si suntem extrem de atenti cu
privire la ocrotirea si independenta Marii Loji fata de
corpurile masonice care opereaza in Cipru. Din acest
motiv, nici unul dintre membrii Consiliului Mari Loji a
Ciprului nu are voie sa fie In acelasi timp Mare Ofiter
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and currently we have only Greek and English speak-
ing lodges. In the past we had one Italian and one
German speaking lodge. Totally we now have eleven
active lodges with about five hundred members, not-
ing that dual membership within our Grand Lodge is
not permitted. It is also our policy that the member-
ship is exclusive to the residents of Cyprus but, how-
ever, an exception is that we examine applications
from membership, provided they fulfill some condi-
tions. The Grand Lodge of Cyprus is working in amity
with all the other Masonic Bodies which are activated
in the island, such as The Supreme Council, with which
we have a signed concordat since 2006. Also with the
permission of GL of Cyprus, which is the sovereign
Masonic body in the Island, other Masonic bodies that
are activated are the American type of York Rite, which
includes Royal Arch, Cryptic, Knight Templars. We
also have the Order of the Red Cross of Constantine,
the Order of the Royal Arch Knight Templar Priests,
and recently we have approved and given our consent
for the formation of the first chapter of the DeMolay
Organization.

We are very careful and we are exercising extreme
caution and care regarding the safeguarding and inde-
pendence of the Grand Lodge from any other Masonic
body that operates in Cyprus. For this reason, none of
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in vreun rit de perfectionare afiliat
care opereaza in Cipru. Eu insumi,
cand am fost ales Mare Maestru,
mi-am dat demisia din toate functiile
de Mare Ofiter pe care le aveam in alte
organisme masonice din Cipru sau din
strdinatate. Asadar, iata pe scurt ca-
drul din Cipru astazi.

Acum, cu privire la istoria si evo-
lutia Francmasoneriei si Marii Loji
a Ciprului, intotdeauna in cuvan-
tarile pe care le tin imi place sa
spun ca evolutia Francmasoneriei
in Cipru se imparte in trei mari pe-

the members of the Council of the
Grand Lodge of Cyprus are allowed to
be at the same time a Grand Officer in
any affiliate Masonic body which op-
erates in Cyprus. When I was elected
GM, I resigned from all my positions
that I enjoyed as a Grand Officer in
other Masonic bodies either in Cyprus
or abroad. So this is a brief outline of
what we have in Cyprus today.

Now, regarding the history and the
evolution of Freemasonry and the
Grand Lodge in Cyprus, always during
my discussions — when I have this type

Petersbur
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rioade care urmaresc, cumva, trei
evenimente istorice majore din istoria Ciprului.

Prima este cuprinsa intre 1878 si 1960, o perioada
marcata de faptul ca insula a fost ocupata de Regatul
Unit. Dupa acordul dintre Turcia — pentru ca pe atunci
Ciprul era sub stapanirea Imperiului Otoman - si Re-
gatul Unit, Cipru a trecut de sub ocupatia otomana sub
ocupatie britanica si a devenit Colonie a Coroanei. Asta
se Intampla in 1878. Foarte repede, in 5-10 ani, cred,
in 1888, Marea Loja Unita a Angliei a creat prima loja
din insula aflata sub jurisdictia ei, in mare parte pentru
a-i primi pe Fratii care s-au mutat pe insula cu scopul
de a stabili noul guvern. Mai multi localnici 1i s-au
alaturat cu bucurie si au vazut lumina masonica in acea
prima loj3, iar foarte curand au fost nevoiti sa Imparta
lumina, principiile si codul moral al Francmasoneriei
cu populatia locala, nevorbitoare de engleza, lucru care
a creat impulsul si necesitatea de a Infiinta mai multe
loji, de asta data de limba greaca. Atunci Marea Loja
Unita a Angliei a oferit Marii Loji a Greciei acordul de
a-si crea prima loja pe insula. Cred ca asta se intampla
in 1895. De atunci, Marea Loja Unita a Angliei a Im-
partit jurisdictia din insuld cu Marea Loja a Greciei.
Cele doua Mari Loji au continuat sa Imparta jurisdictia
in Cipru pana la consacrarea Marii Loji a Ciprului.
Asadar, aceasta a fost prima perioada in timpul careia
Francmasoneria a venit si s-a stabilit in Cipru.

A doua perioada e mai scurta, dureaza 14 ani, din
1960 pana in 1974. 1960 e un an important pentru
Cipru, pentru ca atunci si-a dobandit independenta, a
fost acceptata In ONU cu drepturi depline, iar dupa
aceea a devenit membru al UE si al zonei Euro. In
aceasta perioadd, Francmasoneria din insula se ras-
pandea cu ajutorul ambelor Mari Loji si pe intreg te-
ritoriul au aparut noi loji. E important sa mentionam
aici faptul ca francmasonii greco-ciprioti reprezentau
in cele mai multe cazuri majoritatea membrilor fon-
datori ai noilor loji engleze, aflate sub jurisdictia
UGLE, creand un amestec sanatos, in spiritul iubirii
fratesti, Intre toti cetdtenii insulei. Trebuie precizat ca
majoritatea inca sunt membri activi si in ziua de azi.
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of discussions - I like to say that the
evolution of Freemasonry in Cyprus is divided into
three major periods which are following, somehow,
three major historic events in the history of Cyprus.

The first period is the period from 1878 to 1960,
a period which is marked by the fact that the island
was occupied by the United Kingdom. Following the
agreement between Turkey - because Cyprus was
under the Ottoman Empire - and the UK, Cyprus
moved from the Ottoman Empire occupation and went
under the occupation of the United Kingdom and
became a Crown Colony. This happened in 1878. Very
soon, 5-10 years, I think, in 1888, the UGLE created
its first lodge under its jurisdiction in the island, in
order mostly to accommodate the Brothers who
moved in the island with the purpose to establish the
new governments. Happily, a number of locals joined
them and saw the Masonic light in that first lodge, and
very soon they needed to give the light and share the
principles and morals of Freemasonry to the local,
non-English speaking population, and created the
urge and the need to establish more lodges, but in the
Greek language. That was a time when the UGLE ap-
proved and gave its consent to the Grand Lodge of
Greece to create its first lodge in the island. But the
new lodges were working under the jurisdiction of
the Grand Lodge of Greece. This happened I think in
1895. So, since that date, UGLE shared the jurisdiction
in the island with the GL of Greece. The two Grand
Lodges continued sharing the Masonic jurisdiction in
Cyprus until the consecration of the GL of Cyprus. So
that was the first period of time during which Free-
masonry came and established here.

The second period of time is a short period, a
14-year period, from 1960 to 1974. Now, 1960 is
a powerful date for Cyprus, because Cyprus became
an independent country, fully accepted as a member
of the UN and afterwards as a member of the EU and
Euro zone as well. So, during this period of time,
Freemasonry in the island was expanding with the
assistance of both Grand Lodges and new lodges were
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Deci, per total, despre aceasta perioada, in ciuda anu-
mitor probleme evidente si binecunoscute cu privire
la acceptabilitatea Francmasoneriei intr-o tara mica
precum Ciprul, cu societdtile ei mici, locale, pot spune
ca in aceasta perioada Francmasoneria a fost inflori-
toare. Pe scurt, a doua perioadd e marcata de extin-
derea si cooperarea excelenta a celor doua Mari Loji.

Ajungem astfel la a treia perioad3, care se intinde
din 1974 pani azi. In aceasti perioads, pe insuld au
avut loc evenimente care inca afecteaza viata Franc-
masoneriei de aici. In primul rand, vorbim despre in-
vazia turca din 1974 si ocuparea partii nordice a
insulei. A avut un impact negativ direct asupra vietii
masonice din Cipru. Multi Frati ai nostri au fost izgo-
niti din casele lor, facand parte din populatia silita sa
se mute In partea sudi-
ca. In acelasi timp, loji-
le care operau in partea
nordica a insulei si-au
suspendat temporar
activitatea.

Al doilea eveniment
din aceasta perioada
care a marcat Franc-
masoneria din Cipru
a fost infiintarea, in
1980, a Marii Loji Dis-
trictuale a Angliei, afla-

ta sub jurisdictie UGLE.
Marea Loja Districtuala a Angliei controleaza loji in
toata partea sudica a insulei, iar membrii ei sunt cu
precadere britanici care locuiesc in Cipru, dar si Frati
greci si turci care locuiesc in partea de nord sau de
sud. Aici merita precizat ca Loja Districtuala nu per-
mite lucrari oficiale In zona de nord, ocupata, a Cipru-
lui. Cel mai important eveniment din a treia perioada
a avut loc In 2005, cand majoritatea membrilor din
lojile de limba de greaca din Cipru, lucrand sub
auspiciile Marii Loji a Greciei, au hotarat sa-si lase
deoparte sentimentele fata de Grecia, din motive evi-
dente, si au cerut Marii lor Loji-mama sa-i ajute sa
infiinteze o Mare Loja In insuld. Lucrul acesta s-a in-
tdmplat intr-un tarziu In 2006, cand trei Mari Loji -
Marea Lojd a Austriei, Marea Loja a Pennsylvaniei si
Marea Loja a Greciei - si-au trimis Marii Maestri aici,
iar prin ei a fost consacrata Marea Loja a Ciprului. Asta
se intampla in 2006. Acum, Ciprul e reprezentat de
propia Mare Loja suverand, Marea Loja a Ciprului
AF&AM. Marea noastra Loja se afla in relatii fratesti
si e recunoscuta astazi ca Mare Loja de mai bine de
150 de Mari Loji din toata lumea.

As vrea acum sa marturisesc ca sunt un puternic
sustinator si adept al ideii ca fiecare tara trebuie sa
aiba o singura Mare Loja suverand, mai ales daca e
vorba despre un stat mic. Subliniez acest lucru in cazul
statelor mici - desi suntem constienti ca e posibil sa
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established. It is remarkable to mention here that the
Greek-Cypriot Freemasons were in most cases the
majority of the founding members of the new English
lodges, which were under the jurisdiction of the UGLE.
And most of them are still keeping their membership
active today. So, as a whole, about this period, despite
some obvious and well-known problems regarding
the acceptability of Freemasonry in the island, that
has small, local societies, | can say that in this period
Freemasonry was thriving. So the second period is
marked by the expansion and excellent cooperation
between the two Grand Lodges.

The third period, now, starts in 1974 until today.
During this period of time we had in the island major
events that are still affecting the life of Freemasonry
here. Firstly, it was the invasion by Turkey in 1974
and the occupation of the northern part of the island.
Then it had a direct negative impact on Cypriot Ma-
sonic life. We had great numbers of our Brothers ex-
pelled from their houses, being part of the population
forced to move in the southern part. At the same time,
the lodges that were operating in the north part of
the island suspended their operations temporarily.

The second not historical, but Masonic, event was
the creation, in 1980, of the District Grand Lodge of
England, under the jurisdiction of UGLE. The District
Grand Lodge of England has lodges under its control
all over the southern part of the island and has as its
members mostly British people who live in Cyprus,
but also some Greek and Turkish Brothers who live
in the north part or the south part are members of
the District. [s worth mentioning here that no official
Masonic work is allowed by the District in the north-
ern, occupied area of Cyprus. The most important
event of the third period of Freemasonry, which hap-
pened in 2005, when the majority of the members of
the Greek speaking lodges in Cyprus, working under
the auspices of the Grand Lodge of Greece, decided to
set aside their emotional feelings regarding Greece,
for obvious reasons, and requested from their mother
Grand Lodge to assist them in order to create a Grand
Lodge in the island. This eventually happened in 2006,
when three Grand Lodges - the Grand Lodge of
Austria, the GL of Pennsylvania and the GL of Greece -
sent their Grand Masters here and through them
Grand Lodge of Cyprus was consecrated. This hap-
pened in 2006. Cyprus is represented now by its own
sovereign Grand Lodge, the Grand Lodge of Cyprus
AF&AM. Our GL is in amity with and recognized today
by more than 150 Grand Lodges all over the world.

At this point I would like to confess that I am a
strong supporter and believer in the idea of having
no more than one sovereign Grand Lodge in every
country, especially in the small ones. [ emphasize the
small countries because - although we are aware [that
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nu se aplice In cazul Marii Britanii, Statelor Unite,
Braziliei - cd, in general, familia masonica interna-
tionald are datoria sa descurajeze crearea mai multor
Mari Loji suverane. Stim de multi ani ca fiecare divi-
zare creeaza probleme care necesita ani de-a randul
sa fie rezolvate. Cu toate ca Marea Loja a Ciprului este
organismul masonic suveran recunoscut al Ciprului,
nu avem control masonic asupra partii de nord a
insulei din pricina situatiei politice actuale.

Marea Loja Districtuala a Ciprului si UGLE au in-
cercat sa rezolve problema acceptind membri din
partea nordica, dar impunand conditia ca toata lumea
sa lucreze masonic in partea sudica.

In acelasi timp, Marea Loji a Turciei a creat si pus
in functiune trei loji aflate sub jurisdictia ei in partea
nordica a Ciprului, avind ca membri turci de origine
cipriotd. Cum Marea Loja a Turciei si Marea Loja a
Ciprului nu se recunosc reciproc, nu sunt permise
vizitele la Fratii din partea de nord a insulei si, in
acelasi timp, cu toate ca UGLE si Turcia se recunosc
reciproc, din nou, vizitele intre cele doua loji sunt
interzise, mai cu seama din partea lojilor care operea-
za in partea nordica a insulei.

Dragul meu Frate Claudiu, cred ca am povestit pe
larg cateva lucruri despre aceasta situatie neplacuta,
dar In opinia mea problema de aici e ceva mai com-
plicata dar, in acelasi timp, e cumva mai simpla si
limpede. In clipa de fati cred ca trebuie si-ti martu-
risesc din nou visul meu cu privire la viitorul Maso-
neriei in Cipru. Noi, Francmasonii ciprioti, indiferent
de etnie, putem trai si lucra impreuna in iubire fra-
teascd, respectand valorile si principiile masonice sub
aceeasi umbrela: Marea Loja a Ciprului. Unde exista
vointd exista si putintd. Sunt convins ca Intr-o zi o sa
gasim o cale de a multumi toate partile implicate.
Acesta e visul meu: o Mare Loji pentru tot Ciprul. Imi
cer scuze pentru prezentarea ampla si iti stau la dis-
pozitie pentru alte intrebari.

Acum am aflat despre situatia reald a Masoneriei
in Cipru! Iti multumesc, Andreas!. Care sunt relatiile
Francmasoneriei din Cipru cu autoritatea statului?

Nu ne confruntdm cu
nici fel de probleme din
partea autoritatilor. Din
contrd, in urma diverse-
lor evenimente sociale si
activitati de strangeri de
fonduri din ultimii ani
am sentimentul puternic
ca suntem mai bine ac-
ceptati decat in trecut si
suntem considerati o ce-
lula vie a comunitatilor
locale si a societatii. De
exemplu, pentru prima

oara, eforturile noastre
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may not be the case in] the UK, the US, Brazil - in
general the international Masonic family has a duty
to discourage the creation of more than one GL in
small countries or the division of the jurisdiction of
any existent sovereign GL. We’ve known for years now
that each division creates problems that take years
and years to be solved. Although the GL of Cyprus is
the recognized sovereign Masonic body of Cyprus,
we do not have Masonic control in the north part of
the island due to the current political situation.

The District Grand Lodge of Cyprus and the UGLE
have tried solving the problem by having members
from that side on condition that everybody is working
on the south part of the island, here.

At the same time, the Grand Lodge of Turkey has
created and operated three lodges under its jurisdic-
tion in north Cyprus, with Turkish-Cypriots as mem-
bers. Since the Grand Lodge of Turkey and the Grand
Lodge of Cyprus are not recognized by each other, no
visitation is allowed with the Brothers in the northern
part of the island, and at the same time, although UGLE
and Turkey recognize each other, again, inter-visita-
tion is prohibited from these lodges, especially from
these lodges, which are working in the north part of
the island.

Dear Brother, I think that I said and I elaborated
a few things about the situation, but I think the prob-
lem here seems a little bit complicated but, at the
same time, I think it's very simple and crystal-clear.
At this point I feel that I need to confess to you once
again my dream for the Masonic future in Cyprus. We,
the Cypriot Freemasons, irrespective of our ethnicity,
we can live and work together in brotherly love,
abiding the Masonic values and principles under one
umbrella: the Grand Lodge of Cyprus. Where there is
will, there is a way. And I'm very sure that one day
we can find the way to satisfy all parts involved. This
is my dream. One Grand Lodge for the whole of Cyprus
and everybody working there. Anyway, | apologize
for the lengthy presentation and I am at your disposal
for further questions.

Now we know the real situation of Freemasonry in
Cyprus! Thank you very much indeed, Andreas. What
are the relations of Freemasonry in Cyprus with the
authority of the State?

We don’t face any kind of problems, with the au-
thorities. On the contrary, following various social
events and fund-raising activities during the last
years | have a strong feeling that we are now accept-
ed better than in the past and are considered a living
cell of the local communities and the society. For
example, for the first time, our charity work was
mentioned by His Excellency, the President of Cyprus,
who expressed his gratitude regarding our recent
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caritabile au fost mentionate de Excelenta Sa, Presedin-
tele Ciprului, care si-a exprimat recunostinta fata de
cea mai recenta donatie a noastra catre Ministerul
Sanatatii. A facut acest lucru in scris si, sincer sa fiu,
am fost extrem de fericit cand i-am primit scrisoarea.
Aici e vorba despre societate. Suntem deschisi si cred
ca astdzi nu ne confruntam cu probleme.

Care e relatia dintre Francmasoneria din Cipru si
Biserica?

Aici Incercam sa pastram echilibrul. Cu toate ca in
trecut ne-am confruntat cu atitudini negative, astazi
as putea spune cd nu avem probleme grave. Bineinte-
les, acesta e rezultatul, din nou, al eforturilor continue
de a fi prezenti in societate prin evenimente caritabile
si prin a face pe toatd lumea sa inteleaga cine suntem
si care ne sunt principiile. In afari de asta, majoritatea
membrilor sunt persoane foarte credincioase si cred
ca preotii inteleg ca nu suntem o religie si ca suntem
cu totii - sau cel putin majoritatea - credinciosi. Asa
ca astazi nu exista conflicte serioase intre Biserica si
noi. In trecut au existat, dar acum nu.

Sunt convins cd in experienta ta masonicd interna-
tionald ai observat diferente intre Francmasoneria
Esticd si cea Vesticd, intre America de Sud si cea de
Nord. Care dintre ele ti se pare cea mai apropiatd
de cum ar trebui sd fie Francmasoneria?

E adevarat ca dupa ce am devenit Mare Maestru si
am avut ocazia sa calatoresc mult si sa particip la
intalniri masonice aproape peste tot in lume, mai
putin in Orientul Indepartat, ce am observat e ci pe
fiecare continent, in fiecare zona geografica, diferenta
constd mai ales in prestatia Marii Loji. Abordarea
diferita este, cred eu, in majoritatea cazurilor, rezul-
tatul influentei istoriei locale din respectiva zona
geograficd. In unele zone se observi mai multe ritua-
luri, un mediu mai pronuntat filosofic, Mari Loji ori-
entate mai mult spre acte filantropice etc. Dar nu
exista vreo diferentd substantiala intre principiile si
valorile masonice pe care le respecta Fraternitatea
Internationald, pentru ca ele ne reprezinta. Stim ce
este Francmasoneria si mai stim si ce nu e Francmaso-
neria. Suntem o Fraternitate, acceptam in randurile
noastre barbati vrednici care sa se perfectioneze - sa
se perfectioneze pentru sine, dar si pentru binele
societatii. Fara indoiala acesta e scopul fundamental
al tuturor Marilor Loji din lume. Procedurile si instru-
mentele - da, ele difera de la un loc la altul.

Sa ne gandim, de pilda, la Statele Unite ale Ame-
ricii, unde exista zone concentrate in principal pe
filantropie. Sa ne gandim la Europa, pe de altd parte,
care ramane mai orientata spre partea filosofica.
Asadar, stiind toate acestea, cred ca justa masura
e undeva la mijloc. Avem nevoie de activitati

donation to the Ministry of Health. This was done in
writing and, to be honest, [ was very, very happy when
[ received his letter.

And the relationship between the Freemasonry in
Cyprus with the Church?

Here we try to keep the balance. Although in the
past we faced some negative attitude, nowadays I
could say we are not facing serious problems. Of
course, this is the result, again, of our continuous
efforts to be present in the society through charity
events and by making everybody understand who we
are and what our principles are. Apart from that, most
of our members are very religious persons and I think
that the clergy understand that we are not a religion
and that we are all - or at least the majority of us -
religious persons. So we don’t have any serious
conflict between the Church and us nowadays. In the
past - yes, but today - no.

From your international Masonic experience I am
sure you have noticed differences between Eastern
and Western European Freemasonry, between South
and North America. What kind of Freemasonry do
you think is closer to what Freemasonry should be?

It’s true that after I became Grand Master and had
the opportunity to travel a lot and attend Masonic
meetings almost in every part of the world, except the
Far East, what I have noticed is that in every continent,
in every different geographical areas the difference lies
mainly in the performance of the Grand Lodge itself.
The different approach is, [ think, the outcome, in most
cases, of the influence of the local history of the spe-
cific geographical area. In some areas you can see more
rituals, a more philosophical environment, more char-
ity-oriented Grand Lodges etc. But you don’t see any
material difference in the principles and the Masonic
values which the International Fraternity abides, be-
cause this is what we are. We know what Freemason-
ry is and we also know what is not Freemasonry. We
are a Fraternity, we accept good men in order for them
to become better - better for themselves and better
for the society. Definitely this is a core purpose of all
Grand Lodges in the world. The procedures and the
tools - yes, these are different from place to place.

Let’s consider, for example, the USA, where is a
peak concentration of charity. Let’s take Europe, on
the other hand, which remains more philosophically
oriented. So, having all this in mind, I think that the
important ratio is somehow, somewhere, in the mid-
dle. We need charity activities, because charity is
part of our duties as Freemasons, but at the same
time we need proper rituals and most of all the phil-
osophical approach of Freemasonry. In the end, we
must never forget two things: the Masonic Order and
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filantropice, pentru ca filantropia face parte din
indatoririle noastre de Francmasoni, dar in acelasi
timp avem nevoie de ritualurile corespunzatoare si
in mod special de abordarea filosofica a Francmaso-
neriei. La urma urmei, sa nu uitam doud lucruri:
Ordinul Masonic si Landmark-urile. Fara acestea doua
devenim un club oarecare, care intr-un tarziu se va
dizolva. Prin urmare, aceasta e justa masura: nu doar
filantropie, nu doar ritualuri, ci din nou sa ne intoar-
cem la radacini si sa nu incercam sa actualizam Land-
mark-urile, ci procedurile, astfel incat sa ne aliniem
la situatiile din prezent.

Andreas, crezi cd lumea de azi are nevoie de Franc-
masonerie ca in trecut? S-a erodat cumva Francmaso-
neria? A devenit Francmasoneria din toatd lumea mai
degrabd o organizatie filantropicd?

Cred ca da, cu siguranta da, avem urcusuri si co-
borasuri, dar omenirea are nevoie de Masonerie, de
membrii nostri. Frate Claudiu, astazi avem o continua
progresie geometrica, o revolutie tehnologica. Azi
avem acces rapid la informatie nelimitat3, la internet,
unde oamenii sunt interconectati la nivel global mult
mai simplu decat In trecut. Intram acum in epoca
inteligentei artificiale, care nu stim cum ne va afecta
viata de zi cu zi. Insd nimeni si nimic nu poate inlocui
oamenii si nu poate nlocui 100% creierul omenesc,
emotiile si logica umang, care e unica prin variabilele
ei vaste si neexploatate. Lumea are cu siguranta ne-
voie de logica umana, care a adoptat principiile si
valorile Fraternitatii noastre. Noi, in calitate de Franc-
masoni, putem contribui la evolutie dar, in acelasi
timp, cu ajutorul logicii, putem controla tranzitia lina
a omenirii, asa cum am ajutat in cadrul tuturor pro-
ceselor evolutive din istoria omenirii. Acum avem o
alta evolutie, evolutia tehnologica. Cat priveste filan-
tropia - da, sunt de acord, in anumite zone Francmaso-
neria a devenit o organizatie caritabila, dar nu de asta
are nevoie lumea din partea Francmasoneriei. Filan-
tropia face parte din viata, din datoria fiecarui Franc-
mason, dar nu e singurul lui tel. Sigur, e nevoie de
Francmasonerie care sa sprijine noua epoca tehnolo-
gica. Asta e parerea mea.

Care e cea mai dificild problemd cu care se confrun-
td azi Francmasoneria?

Cred ca problema cea mai dificila cu care ne con-
fruntam azi nu provine din exterior sau de la provoca-
rile ridicate de evolutia tehnologica - problema de azi
e sa ne gasim calea spre viitor si sd credem in existen-
ta noastra si in obiectivul nostru ca Francmasoni. Prin
urmare, amenintarea majora provine din interior.

Francmasoneria e o fraternitate globala. Asta in
primul rand. Cine sunt membrii ei? Pentru institutiile
noastre, membrii sunt barbati vrednici - asta in al
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the Landmarks. Without these two, we become an
ordinary men’s club with an expiry date. So that is
the golden ratio there. Not only charity or ritual, but
again you have to back to the Landmarks and try to
update not the Landmarks, but the way to be aligned
with today’s situation.

Andreas, do you think the world today needs Free-
masonry like in the past? Is Freemasonry somehow
eroded? Has Freemasonry become more of a charity
organization on the globe?

[ think yes, definitely yes, we have ups and downs,
but mankind needs Freemasonry, needs our mem-
bers. Brother Claudiu, we have a continuous geomet-
rical progression, a technological revolution. Today
we have easy access to unlimited information, to the
internet, where people are globally connected in a
much easier way compared to the past. We are now
entering the Al era, with unknown impact in our
daily habits. But nobody and nothing can substitute
humans or 100% substitute the human brain, or
100% substitute the emotions and the human logic,
which is unique in terms of its vast, unexploited
variables. The Masonic logic, which has adopted the
principles and the values of our Fraternity, is defi-
nitely needed by the world. We, as Freemasons, can
contribute to the evolution, but, at the same time,
with our logic, we can control the smooth transition
in humanity, as we have contributed in the past in
all evolutions in the history of mankind. This another
evolution, the technological evolution. Now, regard-
ing charity - yes, [ agree, in some areas Freemason-
ry has become a charitable organization, but this is
not what the world needs from Freemasonry. Char-
ity is part of the life, part of the duty of every Free-
mason, but not his only purpose. Sure, Freemasonry
is needed to support the new technological era. This
is my opinion.

What is the most difficult problem facing Freema-
sonry today?

[ think that the most difficult problem we are
currently facing is not coming from the outside or
the challenges we are facing due to technologies etc. -
the problem we are facing nowadays is to find once
again our way to the future and to believe in our ex-
istence and our purpose. So the major issue here are
threats coming from the inside.

Freemasonry is a global Fraternity. Let’s keep that
in mind. Who are its members? For our institutions,
members are good men. Let’s keep this in mind as
well. And what is their purpose? To try, through Free-
masonry, to become better men for themselves and
better men for the society. If we start from these three
pillars, so to say, Freemasonry will survive and will
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doilea rand. Si care e obiectivul lor? Sa incerce, prin
Francmasonerie, sa se perfectioneze, pentru sine si
pentru societate - asta in al treilea rand. Daca pornim
de la acesti trei stalpi, ca sa zic asa, Francmasoneria
va supravietui si va continua pe o cale sanatoasa.
Trebuie sa credem in Fraternitate, avem nevoie de
barbati vrednici. Trebuie sa sacrificam cantitatea in
favoarea calitdtii. Daca tinem mereu cont de aceste
lucruri, avem un viitor. Asta e problema principala cu
care ne confruntam - e din noi, nu din exterior.

Dupd cum stii, Marile Loji de limbd englezd pierd
membri. E si in Cipru aceeasi situatie? Ce politici insti-
tuiti ca sd va pdstrati membrii?

Asa este. Acum cativa ani s-a produs si la noi acest
fenomen extrem de alarmant. Ins3 astizi I-am depasit.
Aici, In Cipru, am realizat o analiza profunda, am cer-
cetat fiecare loja in parte cu privire la membrii inactivi.
Apoi am analizat cifrele dupa varstd, vechime in Fran-
cmasonerie etc. Dupa aceea am hotarat sa aplicam
niste politici ca sa nu mai pierdem membri pe viitor.
In primul rand, o examinare foarte riguroasa a tuturor
candidatilor. Repet, motto-ul nostru e calitatea, nu
cantitatea. Apoi am Incercat sa punem accent pe varsta
aplicantilor, incercand astfel sa reducem varsta medie
a membrilor nostri. Sigur, chestiunile nu sunt in alb si
negru, nu-i refuzam neintemeiat pe barbatii eligibili,
mai varstnici, care vor sa ni se aldture, dar ne concen-
tram pe cei cu varste intre 30 si 40 de ani.

Insistam pe imbunatatirea desfasurarii ritualurilor,
incurdjam mereu socializarea familiilor membrilor
nostri - ca sa cream o legatura intre familii in afara
lojii. Incercam si convingem pe toatd lumea si ia
parte la evenimentele noastre caritabile. In sfarsit,
incercam intens sa imbunatatim comunicarea dintre
Lojile noastre si Marele Maestru si Marele Consiliu.

Acum dorim sa cream o uniforma pentru toti mem-
brii nostri - ma refer la Regalia, tinuta vestimentara,
manusi, cravate, insigne etc.

Cum a depdsit Francmasoneria din Cipru pandemia?
Ce invdtdturi putem trage din perioada de pandemie?

Ca peste tot In lume, si noi am fost afectati de pan-
demie. Incd de la inceput ne-am concentrat si protejam
sandtatea membrilor nostri, creand politici cu privire
la accesul In Templuy, la ritualuri etc. Am incurajat in-
talnirile virtuale, dar fara ritualuri si fara chestiuni
oficiale. Pot spune cd membrii nostri au fost foarte
dornici sa participe la astfel de intalniri. In acelasi timp,
cum toate discutiile au fost informale, toate lojile au
avut astfel ocazia sa depaseasca barierele nationale
sau impuse de Marile Loji cu privire la comunicarea
cu Mari Loji straine sau cu Frati din alte jurisdictii.
Cred cad pandemia a pregatit drumul catre implemen-
tarea Intalnirilor virtuale la nivel global - insa fara
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keep going in a healthy way. We have to believe in
Fraternity, we need good men. We need to sacrifice
the quantity in favor of the quality. If we keep these
things in mind, the future is there. We have to be more
selective and live up to the principles.

As you know, the English speaking GLs are losing
membership. Is it the same situation nowadays in
Cyprus? What kind of policies do you have for retain-
ing membership?

This is true. Even here, in Cyprus, a few years ago
we had this phenomenon and it was very alarming
to us. However, today we are on the upside. Here, in
Cyprus, we put together an in-depth analysis, lodge
by lodge, regarding their inactive members. Then we
analyzed those figures by age, by years in Freema-
sonry etc. After that we came to some conclusions
and we started gradually applying our policies re-
garding the future. First of all, a very strict examina-
tion of all the applications. Our motto is to sacrifice
the quantity in favor of quality. Then we try to give
emphasis to the age of the applicants, trying to lower
the average age of our members. Of course, this is not
black and white, we don’t refuse lightly the entrance
of all the eligible men who want to join. We focus on
30-40 year-olds.

Furthermore we insist on the improvement of the
ritual work. And we are always encouraging our mem-
bers’ family socializing, just to create another bond
between the families outside the lodge. We try to im-
prove the communication between the Grand Master,
the Grand Council, the Grand Lodge and the lodges.

We are now working to create a uniform for all
members in terms of regalia, clothing, gloves, ties,
pins - everything.

How did the Freemasonry in Cyprus surpass the
pandemic? What lessons should be learned from the
pandemic period?

Like everybody else in the world, we have been
affected by the pandemic. From the beginning we
concentrated our efforts in order to safeguard the
health of our members, by issuing policies regarding
the entrance in the Temple, the rituals etc. We encour-
aged virtual meetings, but with no ritual work and no
official business. I can say that our members were very
eager to participate in such type of meetings. At the
same time, since all the meetings were informal, it gave
the opportunity to all lodges to lift the country or the
Grand Lodge barriers regarding the communication
with foreign Grand Lodges or with Brethren, from
other jurisdictions. I think that the pandemic paved
the way to consider implementing virtual meetings
globally - with the restriction of no ritual work - and,
at the same time, it showed us the way that the Grand
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ritualuri - si, In acelasi timp, ne-a aratat ca Marea Loja
si lojile pot participa la intalniri virtuale care se dove-
desc mai eficiente, mai convenabile si mai productive.

Cum vezi viitorul Francmasoneriei, Andreas?

Cred ca totul depinde de noi, de membrii Franc-
masoneriei. Am incredere ca omenirea are nevoie de
Fraternitatea noastrd, de valorile si principiile noastre.
Daca sunt amestecate cu logica si cunoasterea maso-
nica, asa cum am zis mai devreme. Putem oferi lumii
multe lucruri, dar trebuie sa protejam ordinul maso-
nic, Landmark-urile. lar daca respectam principiile si
valorile masonice sunt convins ca noi, Francmasonii,
si Francmasoneria o sd sustinem mai departe omeni-
rea in veacurile ce urmeaza. Asta cred despre viitorul
Francmasoneriei. Suntem aici, si vom ramane aici inca
mii de ani de-acum inainte.

Cu sigurantd. La final, spune-ne, te rog, cdte ceva
despre CV-ul tdu, atdt masonic, cdt si profan.

Sunt inginer, dar nu am profesat niciodata. Am fost
bancher timp de aproape 37 de ani si am ocupat di-
ferite functii de conducere. Am demisionat, iar acum
am o firma de consultanta.

Am fost initiat In Francmasonerie acum 35 de ani
si am vazut lumina in Loja Kyniras, pe atunci nr. 64,
din Orientul Paphos, Cipru, aflata sub jurisdictia Marii
Loji a Greciei. Am fost foarte bucuros sa fiu primul
Maestru Venerabil am lojii mele mama sub jurisdictia
nou-formatei Mari Loji a Ciprului, in 2006. Am fost
ales de doua ori membru al Marelui Consiliu al Lojii
Ciprului, iar In 2015 am fost ales Mare Maestru al
Marii Loji a Ciprului. Din 2009 am participat la aproa-
pe toate Conferintele Mondiale Masonice din toata
lumea si am fost norocos sa am ocazia sa discut despre
chestiuni masonice cu niste prieteni si Frati foarte
buni. Sunt si membru in toate riturile de perfectio-
nare care activeaza in Cipru, din care, dupa cum am
spus mai inainte, m-am retras din toate functiile de
Mare Ofiter imediat dupa ce am fost ales Mare Maes-
tru al Marii Loji a Ciprului. Pentru ca Marele Maestru
trebuie sa poarte o singura palarie - cea de Mare
Maestru al Ciprului Cam atata despre mine.

Dragul meu Frate Claudiu, as vrea sa-ti multumesc
din nou ca mi-ai dat ocazia sa prezint Marea Loja a
Ciprului abonatilor Forumului Masonic.

Din cand in cand ma uit la fotografiile din calato-
riile mele si o vad pe cea in care ne-am intalnit prima
data in Bucuresti, cu ani In urma. O seara minunata.

Andreas, iti multumesc cd ai acceptat invitatia si cd
ai fost aldturi de noi, si pentru amabilitatea de a vorbi
despre Francmasoneria din Cipru. E o onoare pentru
mine. Iti multumesc foarte mult.

Lodge and the lodges can have virtual meetings which
prove to be more efficient, more convenient and more
productive.

How do you see the future of Freemasonry, Andreas?

[ think that everything depends on us, on the
members attending Freemasonry. I am confident that
humanity needs our Fraternity, it needs our values
and our principles. If they are mixed with the Ma-
sonic logic and knowledge, as I said before. It's a
must. We can give a lot to the world, but we have to
safeguard the Masonic order, the Landmarks. And if
we follow the Masonic principles and values I am
sure that we Freemasons and the Freemasonry will
continue to support humanity in the ages to come
and we have a bright future. It depends on us, always.
Always. It depends on the members, each member,
each unit.

Absolutely. Finally, please, tell us your CV, both Ma-
sonic and profane.

[ am a mechanical engineer, but I've never worked
as a mechanical engineer. I was a banker for almost
37 years. I retired and now I'm running a backing
service.

[ entered Freemasonry 35 years ago and I saw a
light in Kyniras Lodge, no. 64 then, in the east of
Paphos, in Cyprus, under the jurisdiction of the Grand
Lodge of Greece. I was very happy to be the first
Worhipful Master of my mother lodge under the ju-
risdiction of the newly formed Grand Lodge of Cyprus
in 2006. In the past I was elected two times as a
member of the Grand Council of the Lodge of Cyprus
and finally in 2015 I was elected Grand Master of the
Grand Lodge of Cyprus. Since 2009 I attended almost
all the Masonic World Conferences in every part of
the world and [ was very lucky to have the opportu-
nity to meet and discuss various Masonic issues with
very good friends and Brothers. I'm also a member in
all Masonic bodies operating in Cyprus, from which,
as I said before, I have resigned immediately after my
election as a Grand Master of the Grand Lodge of
Cyprus. Because the Grand Master has to wear only
one hat - the Grand Master of Cyprus.

Dear Brother Claudiu, I would like to once again
thank you for the opportunity to present the Grand
Lodge of Cyprus to Masonic Forum subscribers.

Now and then I look at the pictures from my travels
and I see the one when we first met in Bucharest, years
ago. Lovely evening.

Andreas, I thank you for accepting the invitation and
being here with us and for your kindness to speak about
the Freemasonry in Cyprus. ®

Sursa / Source: https://youtu.be/4tbmvU-5uGo?si=HEHYDo021cU6J12]h
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GORDON MICHIE | Past Substitute Provincial GM, Prov. GL of Fife and Kinross, GL of Scotland
PM, Lodge Earl Haig No. 1260, Grand Lodge of Scotland
PM, Lodge Hope of Kurrachee No. 337, Grand Lodge of Scotland

Simpozion masonic al
Lojii Hope of Kurrachee
(Marea Loja a Scotiei)

Educatia masonica a fost una
dintre pietrele de temelie ale
Craftului timp de multe secole,
iar traditia orald de Invatare a
ritualurilor si a povestilor lor a
fost transmisa de catre maestrii
masoni de-a lungul multor ge-
neratii. Atunci cand Loja Hope
of Kurrachee a renascut in 1988,
aceasta a avut ca principiu fon-
dator pastrarea si prezentarea
cunostintelor masonice, a ritua-
lurilor si a prelegerilor si sa se
asigure ca acestea sunt prezen-
tate francmasonilor mai tineri in mk,,h.

Masonic Symposium by
Lodge Hope of Kurrachee
(Grand Lodge of Scotland)

Masonic education has been
one of the cornerstones of our
beautiful Craft for many centu-
ries and oral tradition of learn-
ing ritual and the their stories
have been passed down by the
Masters of the Craft over many
generations. When The Lodge,
Hope of Kurrachee was reponed
in 1988 it had the founding
principle to preserve and pres-
ent masonic knowledge, rituals
and lectures and to ensure that
these are introduced to younger
freemasons in masonic terms.

termeni masonici. Aceste prin-
cipii au continuat sub mai multe forme in ultimii 35
de ani.

Loja a acordat atentie deosebitd respectarii prin-
cipiilor de mai sus, iar primul eveniment special a fost
in mai 2001, cand doi dintre cei mai importanti cer-
cetdatori masoni din lume au participat la primul
nostru simpozion international. Fratii s-au bucurat de
prezenta locotenent-comandorului David Currie de la
Fundatia Marii Loji a Scotiei, urmat de Dr. Andrew
Prescott, care a vorbit despre ,The Voice Conven-
tional, Druidic myths and Freemasonry*. De la acel
prim simpozion, Loja a organizat noua simpozioane
care au reunit elita globald a cercetarii masonice,
adusa aici, in micul nostru colt de lume masonica din
Regatul Fife.

These principles have contin-
ued inn many guises over the last 35 years.

The Lodge has always been at the vanguard of
ensuring that the above principles have been ad-
hered to and the first advancement in the way that
way presented these papers was in May 2001 when
two of the masonic world's leading researchers at-
tended our first international symposium, and the
gathered brethren were regailed by Lt. Cdr David
Currie on the Foundation of the Grand Lodge of
Scotland followed by Dr. Andrew Prescott discussing
the “The Voice Conventional, Druidic myths and
Freemasonry”. Since that first symposium the Lodge
has put on nine symposiums featuring the global elite
of masonic research and bringing them to our small
corner of the Masonic world in the Kingdom of Fife.
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Cu dorinta de a aduce in prim-plan documente care
nu au fost niciodata prezentate in Scotia, am vrut sa
profitam de cunostintele fratilor nostri si ale fratilor din
alte tari, invitdndu-i sa-si impartaseasca cunostintele.

Pe 3 iunie 2023, in fata unui public dornic de o noua
lumina masonica, ne-au fost prezentate patru planse.
Primul vorbitor al zilei a fost unul dintre fratii nostri,
Alan Turton, Venerabil din trecut, care a prezentat
gandurile sale si a oferit o perspectiva asupra Kabbala,
structura masonicd a Craftului si a Arcului Regal, pe
care a fost capabil sa le deduca din cercetarea sa per-
sonalda asupra acestui subiect masonic ezoteric. Cel
de-al doilea prezentator al sesiunii de dimineata a fost
fratele nostru Kevin Thompson, Venerabil din trecutul
imediat, care a pregatit o prelegere incitantd despre
esenta a ceea ce Inseamnd francmasoneria: (Cum)
Facem oamenii buni mai buni?

Parte a masoneriei, ca si ritualurile noastre, este si
agapa fraterna, unde au fost discutii profunde despre
diversele puncte abordate in sesiunea de dimineata.
Apoi, dupa un efort de grup pentru a face ordine dupa
masa de pranz, fratii s-au intors la locurile lor in as-
teptarea ultimilor doi vorbitori ai zilei.

Loja a fost incantata sa il prezinte pe Maestrul
lojii de cercetare, sord a noastra, venerabilul Alan
Stewart. Edinburgh - Ucigasul masonilor, un subiect
sumbru la prima vedere si plin de tristete cu privire
la situatia fratilor nostri masoni operativi si la uci-
gasul ascuns in praful pe care l-au inhalat pentru a
realiza minunatele constructii de piatra pentru care
Craftul este renumit. Ultima sesiune a zilei a fost cea
in care am avut privilegiul de a prezenta plansa nu-
mita Dezvoltarea francmasoneriei scotiene in America,
1750-1800, care a fost pregatita special pentru con-
ferinta care a avut loc la Memorialul masonic national
George Washington In noiembrie 2022. Acesta este cu
siguranta un subiect care necesita cercetari suplimen-
tare si poate ca intr-o zi va exista o parte secunda a
acestuia.

Ziua s-a Incheiat cu o sesiune
deschisa de intrebari si raspunsuri
pentru fratii prezenti si a existat o
acceptare generala a faptului ca
mica noastra loja de cercetare a
reusit sa restabileasca simpozionul
nostru masonic international inova-
tor, cu scopul de a face din nou din
acesta un eveniment anual in calen-
darul provinciei noastre, In timp ce
ne straduim sa continuam sa le
oferim masonilor curiosi un loc pen-
tru a progresa zilnic in cunoasterea
masonica.

With the vision of bringing papers to the fore that
had never been delivered in Scotland we wanted to
utilise our own brethren and brethren from further
afield to share their thoughts.

On 3™ of June, in front of an audience eager for
new masonic light we were presented four new pa-
pers. The first speaker of the day was one of our own
brethren PM Bro Alan Turton who gave his thoughts
and insight into the Kabbala and The masonic structure
of the Craft and Royal Arch that he has been able to
deduce from his personal research into this more
esoteric of masonic subjects. Our second presenter of
the morning session was our IPM Bro Kevin Thomp-
son who had prepared a thought-provoking lecture
that was at the heart of what freemasonry is about:
(How) Do we make good men better?

As much part of masonry as our ritual is the repast
and lunch was then duly served to the brethren in
attendance, where tongues were wagging, and deep
discussions ensured on the various points that were
made in the morning session. Then after a group
effort to tidy up the lunch the brethren were back at
their desks in anticipation of our final two speakers
of the day.

The Lodge were delighted to introduce the Master
of our sister research lodge Bro Alan Stewart - Edin-
burgh - The Mason Killer a grizzly subject on the face
of it and one that was full of sorrow of the plight of
our operative mason brothers and the hidden killer
in the dust that they inhaled producing the marvel-
lous stone buildings that our craft has been famed
for. The final session of the day was when [ had the
privilege to present my new lecture on the Develop-
ment of Scottish Freemasonry in America, 1750-1800,
that had been specially prepared for the conference
held at the George Washington National Masonic
Memorial in November 2022. This is certainly a sub-
ject that needs further research and maybe one day
there will be a part 2 of it.

The day ended with an open
question and answer session for the
brethren in attendance and there
was universal acceptance that our
small research Lodge had been able
to reestablish our groundbreaking
international masonic symposium
with the goal to once again make this
an annual event in our Province's
calendar as we strive too continue to
give those enquiring masons a place
to make that daily advancement of
masonic knowledge. ®
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CLAUDIU IONESCU | Founder & Director, MASONIC FORUM Magazine

Canonbury Masonic Research Centre
A Masonic Academy

Canonbury Masonic Research Centre din Londra
a fost o adevaratd academie masonica, creata de Sir
Spencer, Marchiz de Northampton, Pro Mare Maestru
din trecut al United Grand Lodge of England. Simbo-
lic pentru locul conferintelor era Canonbury Tower,
constructie din 1509, care din
1610 a devenit proprietatea fami-
liei Northampton. Va dati seama
ce Inseamna sa ai constiinta pro-
prietatii familiei tale de peste
400 de ani?

Canonbury a fost, pe rand, re-
sedinta lui William Bolton (Maes-
tru al Lucrarilor la Westminster
Abbey), a amiralului John Dudley,
a lui Sir Francis Bacon etc.

Cei mai importanti cercetatori
ai Masoneriei de pe Glob au fost
invitati In decursul anilor la
Canonbury, atat masoni, cat si
profani - varfuri in domeniile lor
de activitate universitara (de la

Canonbury Masonic Research Centre in London
was a true Masonic Academy, established by Sir
Spencer, Marquess of Northampton, Past Grand Mas-
ter of the United Grand Lodge of England. Canonbury
Tower, built in 1509, which from 1610 became the
property of the Northampton
family, was symbolic for the con-
ference venue. Do you realise
what it means to be aware of your
family's ownership for over 400
years?

Canonbury was, successively,
the residence of William Bolton
(Master of Works at Westminster
Abbey), Admiral John Dudley, Sir
Francis Bacon etc.

The world's leading Masonic
scholars have been invited, over
the years, to Canonbury, both
freemasons and non-masons -
leaders in their fields of academ-
ic endeavour (from Sorbonne,

Sorbona, Oxford, Cambridge sau
Heidelberg la universitati de top din SUA sau Canada),
sa tinad planse la Canonbury.

Aici am Intalnit lideri ai masoneriei mondiale,
preocupati de cercetare, specialisti in problemele
Craftului sau ale riturilor de perfectionare, oameni
speciali care au contribuit la slefuirea istoriei mon-
diale In domeniu. Am avut sansa sa 1i intdlnesc,
printre multi altii, pe Prof. Dr. Andrew Prescott,
Dr. David Stevenson, Dr. Susan Mitchell Sommers,
Prof. Dr. John Wade, Dr. Andreas Onnerfors, Prof.
Dr. Jan Snoek, Dr. Robert Gilbert, Revd. Neville
Barker Cryer, Dr. Trevor Stewart, Prof. Dr. Roger
Dachez, Dr. Cécile Révauger, Prof. Dr. Margaret Jacob,
Yasha Beresiner etc.

Am avut extraordinara sansa sa stau de vorba cu
Contele Elgin, Mare Maestru din Trecut al Marii Loji
a Scotiei si fost Mare Maestru al Ordinului Regal al
Scotiei; stramosul Contelui Elgin a donat friza Parthe-
nonului din Atena la British Museum din Londra.

Evident, I-am Intalnit de mai multe ori pe Marchi-
zul de Northampton, despre care Thomas Jackson
spunea ca este unul dintre cei mai initiati masoni pe
care i-a Intalnit In viata lui. Fantastic!
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Oxford, Cambridge or Heidelberg
to leading universities in the USA or Canada), to
deliver research papers at Canonbury.

Here I met leaders of world Freemasonry, con-
cerned with research, specialists in the matters of the
Craft or the Rites of Perfection, special people who
have helped to polish world history in the field. I had
the chance to meet, among many others, Prof. Dr.
Andrew Prescott, Dr. David Stevenson, Dr. Susan
Mitchell Sommers, Prof. Dr. John Wade, Dr. Andreas
Onnerfors, Prof. Dr. Jan Snoek, Dr. Robert Gilbert,
Revd. Neville Barker Cryer, Dr. Trevor Stewart, Prof.
Dr. Roger Dachez, Dr. Cécile Révauger, Prof. Dr. Mar-
garet Jacob, Yasha Beresiner etc.

[ had the extraordinary opportunity to talk to the
Earl of Elgin, Past Grand Master of Grand Lodge of
Scotland and Past Head of the Royal Order of Scotland,
whose ancestor donated the Parthenon frieze from
Athens to the British Museum in London.

Obviously, I met the Marquis of Northampton sev-
eral times, about which Thomas Jackson said he is one
of the most initiated Masons he had ever met in his
life. Fantastic!



Organizatorii dedicati ai acestor extraordinare
conferinte au fost Carole McGilvery si apoi Matthew
Scanlan. Tot respectul si multumirile mele.

Dintre temele conferintelor anuale amintesc: Maso-
neria si Religia, Antimasoneria, Masoneria in muzica
si literatura, Masoneria si stiintele — natural si supra-
natural, Impactul social al Masoneriei, Cunoasterea
inimii etc.

The dedicated organisers of these extraordinary
conferences were Carole McGilvery and then Matthew
Scanlan. All my respect and many thanks.

Among the topics of the annual conferences I recall:
Freemasonry and Religion, Anti-Masonry, Freemasonry
in music and literature, Freemasonry and the sciences -
natural & supernatural, The social impact of Freema-
sonry, Knowledge of the Heart etc. ®m
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Mirela Elena Ene
de vorba cu / talking to

MAR SANCHEZ BERGUA

Grand Master of Women Freemasonry in Spain

Francmasoneria apara
valorile umane

Bund seara. Ne afldm
astdzi aldturi de Marea
Maestrd a Marii Loji Fe-
minine din Spania, doam-
na Mar Sdnchez Bergua.
Suntem foarte onorati cd
ati acceptat sd acordati
acest interviu.

Vorbiti-ne despre evo-
lutia francmasoneriei fe-
minine in Spania. Cdte
structuri masonice femini-
ne existd in prezent in Spa-
nia? Existd si loji mixte?

Freemasonry defends
human values

Good evening. We are
here today with the Grand
Master of Gran Logia Fe-
menina de Espana, Mrs.
Mar Sdnchez Bergua. We
are very honoured that
you have accepted to grant
this interview.

Tell us about the evolu-
tion of women's Freema-
sonry in Spain. How many
women's masonic struc-
tures currently exist in
Spain? Are there mixed

Istoria francmasone-
riei feminine In Spania Incepe la sfarsitul secolului al
XIX-lea prin ceea ce este astazi Marea Loja a Spaniei,
Marele Orient spaniol, care a introdus lojile de adop-
tie. De atunci si pana la cea de-a doua Republica,
perioada de dinainte de Franco, a fost foarte impor-
tanta, insa in timpul lui Franco, dupa cum stie toata
lumea, timp de 40 de ani, a fost total interzisa.

In 1984 a fost creati prima loja feminin in Barce-
lona si de atunci a continuat sa se raspandeasca
masoneria femining, sub obedienta Frantei, pana in
2005, cand am fost constituite ca obedienta indepen-
denta si recunoscutd ca Marea Loja Feminina din
Spania.

In ceea ce priveste organizatiile din Spania, pe de
o0 parte exista Marea Loja a Spaniei, care provine din
Anglia, apoi exista ceea ce se numeste francmasoneria
dogmatica si liberald, unde ne aflam noi, ca singura
francmasonerie feminina recunoscuta in Spania -
Marea Loja Feminina a Spaniei. Mai exista loji mixte,
obediente mixte. Exista Marea Loja Simbolica a Spa-
niei, care este aproape una dintre cele mai importan-
te din punct de vedere al numarului de membri, apoi
exista ordinul masonic mixt Le Droit Humain si exis-
ta si Marele Orient al Frantei, care are cateva loji in
diferite parti ale Spaniei. Asadar, existd un spatiu
numit Spatiul masonic spaniol din care fac parte toate
acele masonerii care sunt adogmatice si liberale, cele
mixte si noi Insine.
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lodges?

The history of women's Freemasonry in Spain be-
gins at the end of the 19 century with what is today
the Grand Lodge of Spain, the Spanish Grand Orient,
which introduced the adoption lodges. From then
until the Second Republic, the period before Franco, it
was very important, but during Franco's time, as every-
body knows, for 40 years, it was totally forbidden.

In 1984 the first women lodge was created in Bar-
celona and from then on it continued to spread the
women freemasonry, in dependence on France until
2005, when we were constituted as an independent
obedience and recognized as the GL of Women Free-
masonry in Spain.

Regarding the organisations that exist in Spain, on
the one hand there is the Grand Lodge of Spain, which
comes from England, then you can find what is called
dogmatic and liberal Freemasonry, where we are, as
the only recognised women's freemasonry in Spain -
the Grand Lodge of Women from Spain, and then there
are mixed lodges, mixed obediences. There is the
Symbolic Grand Lodge of Spain, which is almost one
of the most important in terms of membership, then
there is the masonic order Le Droit Humain, and there
is also the Grand Orient of France, which has several
lodges in different parts of Spain. So there is an area
called Espacio Masénico de Esparia to which all those
masons who are adogmatic and liberal, the mixed ones
and ourselves belong.
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Vorbiti-ne despre principiile care ghideazd franc-
masoneria in Spania.

Pentru noi principiile sunt devizele de libertate,
egalitate, fraternitate, la care adaugam si toleranta si
laicitatea. De ce le addugam pe acestea doud? Pentru
ca fiecare tara are propria cultura si consideram ca
in Spania este foarte important ca problema religioa-
s, credinta fiecaruia, sa ramana in sfera personala si
este fundamental sa avem acest simt al laicitatii, mai
ales pentru a obtine respectul celorlalti.

Considerati cd aparitia si dezvoltarea francmasone-
riei feminine a fost legatd de lupta pentru obtinerea
egalitdtii reale si de facto cu bdrbatii? Puteti numi femei
mason care au jucat un rol important in evolutia so-
cietdtii spaniole?

Absolut. Francmasoneria femininad este o reflecta-
re a societatii si a avansat In concordanta cu societa-
tea si, in mod logic, a fost legata de progresele care
au fost facute 1n lupta pentru egalitatea Intre barbati
si femei. Vorbeam despre secolul al XIX-lea si pot
numi cateva dintre cele mai importante femei care
s-au remarcat, sa le numim feministe, mai ales pentru
ca au luptat pentru drepturile femeilor: Rosario de
Acuifia, Esmeralda Cervantes, toate la inceputul seco-
lului al XIX-lea, Angeles Lopez de Ayala, Amalia Do-
mingo. Angeles Lépez de Ayala, care a fost scriitoare
si poetd, o activistd republicana si feminista, Amalia
Domingo, care facea parte din colectivul spiritist de
la acea vreme din Barcelona, vorbim de sfarsitul
anului 1919, cand linia spiritista era, de asemenea,
foarte importanta; Teresa Claramund, ce apartinea
miscarii muncitoresti anarhiste. Aceste trei femei au
fondat, impreund, Societatea Autonoma a Femeilor
din Barcelona, care a fost o asociatie feminista im-
portanta ce incerca sa ajute femeile.

In prima parte a secolului XX le avem pe Rosario
de Acuiia, pe Clara Campoamor care a fost avocat si
politician, a facut parte din tribunalele republicane
pentru Partidul Radical si datorita ei Spania a obti-
nut votul femeilor in 1931, mult mai devreme decat
in majoritatea celorlalte tari, Carmen de Burgos, care
a fost, de asemenea, scriitoare si o persoana foarte
avansata si feministd, a fost prima jurnalista din

.4 Mirela Ene
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Tell us about the principles that guide Freemasonry
in Spain.

For us the principles are the mottoes of liberty,
equality, fraternity, to which we add tolerance and
secularism. Why do we add these two? Because each
country has its own culture and we believe that in
Spain it is very important that the religious issue,
one's faith, remains in the personal sphere and it is
fundamental to have this sense of laicity, especially to
gain the respect of others.

Do you think that the appearance and development
of women's Freemasonry was linked to the fight to
achieve real and de facto equality with men? Can you
name women masons who have played an important
role in the evolution of Spanish society?

Absolutely. Women's Freemasonry is a reflection
of society and has advanced in line with society and,
logically, has been linked to the progress that has been
made in the fight for equality between men and wom-
en. We were talking about the 19 century and I can
name some of the most important women who have
distinguished themselves, let's call them feminists,
mainly because they fought for women's rights: Rosario
de Acufia, Esmeralda Cervantes, all at the beginning
of the 19 century, Angeles Lopez de Ayala, Amalia
Domingo. Angeles Lopez de Ayala, who was a writer
and poet, a republican and feminist activist, Amalia
Domingo, who was part of the spiritualist movement
at that time in Barcelona, we are talking about the end
of 1919, when the spiritualist line was also very im-
portant; Teresa Claramund who belonged to the an-
archist workers' movement. These three women,
together, founded the Autonomous Society of Women
of Barcelona, which was an important feminist asso-
ciation trying to help women.

In the first part of the 20" century we have Rosario
de Acufia, Clara Campoamor who was a lawyer and a
politician, she was part of the republican tribunals for
the Radical Party and thanks to her Spain got women's
suffrage in 1931, much earlier than in most other coun-
tries, Carmen de Burgos, who was also a writer and a
very advanced and feminist person, she was the first
journalist in Spain, Aurora
Bertrana, who was cellist
and writer. All of these
were women and, logically,
feminists who fought and
pushed for a fairer society,
to try to achieve equality
between men and women.
We are trying to follow in
their footsteps. Therefore,
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Spania, Aurora Bertrana, care a fost violoncelista si
scriitoare. Toate acestea erau in masonerie si, logic,
feministe care au luptat si au pus umarul pentru o
societate mai echitabild, pentru a incerca sa obtina
egalitatea intre barbati si femei. Noi incercam sa le
cdlcam pe urme. Prin urmare, istoria francmasone-
riei feminine este in mod logic legata de lupta pen-
tru egalitate.

Cate loji si cdti membri aveti, ce ritualuri practicati,
existd rituri de perfectiune?

Suntem in jur de 300 si ceva, exista aproximativ
12 loji aici in Spania si in Andorra si avem doua triun-
ghiuri: unul este In Malaga, celadlalt este in Murcia.
Ritualul pe care il facem in acest
moment este cel scotian antic si
acceptat.

In ceea ce priveste gradele in-
alte, nu avem 1nca un Consiliu
Suprem, apartinem Consiliului Su-
prem al Femeilor din Franta si
avem pana la gradul 18 in Spania,
iar dupa gradul 18 apartinem de
Franta. Cu sigurantd, peste un an
vom putea merge pana la gradul
30 in Spania si speram ca in 2 - 3
ani sa avem aici propriul Suprem
Consiliu.

Care este relatia dintre Marea

the history of women's Freemasonry is logically linked
to the fight for equality.

How many lodges and how many members do you
have, what rituals do you practice, are there any rites
of perfection?

There are about 300 or so of us, there are about
12 lodges here in Spain and Andorra and we have two
triangles: one is in Malaga, the other is in Murcia. The
ritual we are doing at the moment is the Ancient and
Accepted Scottish.

As far as the higher degrees are concerned, we
don't have a Supreme Council yet, we belong to the
Supreme Council of Women in France and we have up
to 18™ degree in Spain, and after
18™ degree we belong to France.
Certainly in a year's time we will
be able to go up to 30" degree in
Spain and we hope that in 2-3
years we will have here our own
Supreme Council.

What is the relationship be-
tween the Grand Lodge of Women
of Spain and the Grand Lodge of
Spain? Are there common activi-
ties for the progress of society in
which the two Grand Lodges par-
ticipate?

V As you know, there cannot be

Lojd a Femeilor din Spania si Marea
Lojd a Spaniei? Existd activitdti comune pentru progre-
sul societdtii la care participd cele doud Mari Loji?

Dupa cum stiti, nu poate exista o relatie oficialg,
adica ei nu ne pot vizita in cadrul lucrarilor si nici noi
nu-i putem vizita pe ei, dar avem o relatie foarte cor-
diala. Mai mult, colaboram in Spania datorita situatiei
pe care o avem, pentru unul dintre lucrurile funda-
mentale, normalizarea francmasoneriei. in alte tari,
aceasta faza a trecut deja, dar noi inca incercam sa
eliminam legendele negre despre francmasonerie in
general. Organizam conferinte comune la care parti-
cipa Marele Maestru al Marii Loji din Spania si noi
insine.

In Spania a fost adoptatd recent o lege privind
memoria democraticd, ceea ce este foarte bine, dar
este si putin trist ca aceasta lege recunoaste franc-
masoneria ca victima a regimului lui Franco pentru
prima data de la sfarsitul razboiului civil din Spania,
in 1939. In timpul regimului lui Franco, francmasone-
ria a fost atacata Intr-un mod teribil, au fost multi
oameni care au trebuit sa paraseasca tara, altii care
au murit, care au fost eliminati si chiar si oameni care
nu erau deloc francmasoni, dar care au avut o relatie
cu membri ai Craftului, au fost pedepsiti pentru asta,
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an official relationship, they can-
not visit us in our ritual work and we cannot visit
them, but we have a very cordial relationship. More-
over, we collaborate in Spain because of the situation
we have, for one of the fundamental things, the nor-
malisation of Freemasonry. In other countries, this
phase has already passed, but we are still trying to
eliminate the dark legends about Freemasonry in
general. We even organise joint conferences attended
by the Grand Master of the Grand Lodge of Spain and
ourselves.

In Spain a law on democratic memory has recent-
ly been passed, which is very good, but it is also a
little sad that this law recognises Freemasonry as a
victim of Franco's regime for the first time since the
end of the civil war in Spain in 1939. During Franco's
regime, Freemasonry was attacked in a terrible way,
there were many people who had to leave the country,
others who died, who were eliminated and even peo-
ple who were not Freemasons at all, but who had a
relationship with members of the Craft, were pun-
ished for it, sometimes with their lives. So, to be
recognized today for the first time as some of the
victims of the Franco system is part of the normaliza-
tion, and with this law we are also thinking of doing



cu viata uneori. Asa ca a fi recunoscuti astazi pentru
prima datd ca unele dintre victimele sistemului fran-
chist face parte din normalizare, si odata cu aceasta
lege, ne gandim sa facem si un fel de proiect de cola-
borare cu toate obedientele din Spania.

Cum ,recrutati” noi membri in Marea Lojad Femi-
nind din Spania? Existd vreo activitate pe care Marea
Lojd o desfdsoard in universitdti pentru a facilita re-
crutarea de noi membri, asa cum se intdmpld in Marea
Britanie, de exemplu?

Bineinteles ca nu suntem
la nivelul Marii Britanii. Or-
ganizam prelegeri In univer-
sitati, in locuri prestigioase,
sau in centre culturale, iar pe
de alta parte organizam in-
talniri albe, o data pe an, in
multe loji; scriem articole In
ziare, ca sa ne facem cunos-
cuti prin intermediul presei.

Masonic Fo

a kind of collaboration project with all the obedienc-
es in Spain.

How do you "recruit” new members to the Grand
Lodge of Women in Spain? Is there any activity that
the Grand Lodge carries out in universities to facilitate
the recruitment of new members, as it happens in the
UK, for example?

Of course, we are not on the same level to Great
Britain. We are delivering lectures in universities, in
prestigious places, or in cul-
tural centres, and on the
other hand, are organising
non-ritual meetings, once a
year, in many lodges; we are
writing articles in news-
papers, making ourselves
known.

What role do you think
Freemasonry plays today? Do

Ce rol credeti cd joacd astdzi francmasoneria?
Credeti cd lumea de astdzi mai are nevoie de franc-
masonerie ca in trecut?

In Spania este un caz foarte special din cauza is-
toriei noastre. Dar cred ca valorile masonice au mai
mult sens astazi decat Inainte. Francmasoneria este
atemporala.

Suntem, de asemenea implicati In organizatii
masonice internationale si astfel, acolo putem face
mai mult Impreuna pentru a contribui la producerea
de schimbari. Valorile au mult mai mult sens astazi
decat oricand, intotdeauna au avut, dar in acest mo-
ment in care, in general, vedem cum chestiunea li-
bertatilor regreseaza, cum se incearca blocarea
oamenilor 1n a gandi singuri si cum totul devine din
ce In ce mai banalizat, ei bine, cred ca este foarte
importanta masoneria. Pentru a obtine adevarati
cetateni, francmasoneria si valorile masonice sunt
fundamentale, mai ales pentru ca valorile pe care le
aparam sunt valori umane.

In ceea ce priveste masoneria feminina, existd o
mare lipsa de cunostinte. Am constatat ca in multe
locuri unde mergem sa tinem conferinte, multi oameni
sunt surprinsi ca exista femei in masonerie, pentru ca
au ideea unei francmasonerii masculine, in cel mai
bun caz. Si apoi, au idei usor confuze despre lucrurile
pe care le facem, despre ritualuri ciudate si altele.
Astfel, In ceea ce priveste francmasoneria femining,
cred ca abia acum este descoperita.

In urmi cu doi ani am organizat o conferinti la
Madrid, care ne-a oferit multd vizibilitate datorita
comemordrii Clarei Campoamor; persoana ce a obtinut
dreptul de vot pentru femei. Am reusit sa o organizam
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you think the world today still
needs Freemasonry as in the past?

In Spain it is a very special case because of our
history. But I think masonic values make more sense
today than before. Freemasonry is timeless.

We are also involved in international Masonic or-
ganisations and so there we can do more together to
help bring about changes. Values make much more
sense today than ever, they always have, but at this
time when in general we see how the question of
freedoms is regressing, how people are trying to block
people from thinking for themselves and how
everything is becoming more and more trivialised,
well, I think Freemasonry is very important. To get
true citizens, Freemasonry and masonic values are
fundamental, especially because the values we defend
are human values.

Regarding the women freemasonry, there is a big
lack of knowledge. We have found that in many plac-
es where we go to deliver lectures, many people are
surprised that there are women, because they have
the idea of a man’s Freemasonry at best. And then
they have slightly confused ideas about the things we
do, about strange rituals and so on. So as far as wom-
en’s Freemasonry is concerned, I think it's only now
being discovered.

Two years ago we organised a conference in Ma-
drid, which gave us a lot of visibility because of the
commemoration of Clara Campoamor, the person who
obtained the right to vote for women. We managed to
organise it in the Spanish Senate and to end it in the
Madrid Athenaeum. People from the highest political
and non-political level participated, which gave us a
great visibility. As a result of this, a lot of curiosity
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in Senatul spaniol si sa o incheiem la Ateneul din
Madrid. Au participat persoane de la cel mai nalt
nivel politic si non-politic, ceea ce ne-a oferit o mare
vizibilitate. Ca urmare a acestui lucru, a Inceput sa
apara multa curiozitate, erau multi oameni care nu
stiau ca femeile erau implicate.

Ce pdrere aveti despre asocierea francmasoneriei cu
Illuminati? Este masoneria folositd ca motiv pentru
toate problemele cauzate de deciziile guvernamentale
gresite?

Nu am prea multe cunostinte despre Illuminati, stiu
doar despre legendele negre care exista si le compar
putin cu ceea ce se Intampla cu francmasoneria in
general In Spania; nu acord atentie acestor subiecte.

In spatele fondarii Crucii Rosii au fost francmasoni,
in spatele Uniunii Europene au fost francmasoni, in
spatele ONU au fost francmasoni. Exemplu de trei
organizatii, nu Inseamna cd Uniunea Europeana este
masonica, nici ONU, nici Crucea Rosie, dar cine le-a
creat si cine le-a pornit au fost francmasonii. Deci
idealismul lor era incorporat in acea Uniune Europea-
ng, sau in acea Comunitate Europeand, sau in acea
Organizatie a Natiunilor Unite.

Oamenilor fanatici sau ignoranti care vor sd ne
atace, trebuie sa le raspundem fie prin tacere, fie cu
lucruri foarte rationale.

Dintr-o perspectivd internationald, cu ce alte Mari
Loji din lume mentineti relatii frdtesti sau ati fdcut
schimb de Mari Reprezentanti?

Noi ne aflam sub umbrela unei organizatii euro-
pene care reuneste toate obedientele feminine, care
se numeste CLIMAF - Centre de Liaison Internation-
al de la Magonnerie Féminine. Aceasta a Inceput in
Franta, cu Belgia, iar de acolo s-au alaturat Italia,
Portugalia, Spania, Germania, Romania, Bulgaria,
Turcia, acum exista chiar si Camerun, Serbia, iar in
curand va fi si Elvetia, deci suntem toate francmaso-
neriile europene si reprezentam peste 25.000 de femei.
Asadar, ceea ce facem sunt proiecte comune, pentru
a avea un impact mai mare.

Acum am aderat si la organizatia din America,
numita FAMAF - Federacion Americana de Masoneria
Femenina, unde sunt Chile, Uruguay, Mexic, Venezu-
ela, Bolivia si chiar Statele Unite. Aceasta uniune
urmareste sa avem din ce In ce mai multa influenta
la nivel international in ceea ce priveste situatia fe-
meilor 1n special si a societdtii in general. Apoi, mai
sunt si altii cu care lucram, de exemplu cu ceea ce se
numeste EMA - Alianta Masonicd Europeana, care
are influenta in cadrul Uniunii Europene si care reu-
neste toate tipurile de francmasonerie, din toata
Europa. Suntem, de asemenea, intr-un alt grup numit
MMU - Uniunea Masonicd a Mediteranei, pentru zona

started to emerge, there were many people who didn't
know that women were involved.

What do you think about the association of Free-
masonry with the Illluminati? Is Freemasonry being
used as a reason for all the problems caused by bad
government decisions?

[ don't have much knowledge about the [lluminati,
[ only know about the black legends that exist and I
compare them little with what happens with Free-
masonry in general in Spain; I don't pay attention to
these topics.

Behind the Red Cross were Freemasons when it
was founded, behind the European Union there were
Freemasons, behind the UN there were Freemasons.
Example of three organisations, it does not mean that
the European Union is Masonic, nor the UN, nor the
Red Cross, but who founded it and who started it were
Freemasons. So their idealism was embedded in that
European Union, or that European Community, or that
United Nations.

To fanatical or ignorant people who want to attack
us, we must respond either with silence or with very
rational things.

From an international perspective, with which
other Grand Lodges in the world do you maintain
fraternal relations or have you exchanged Grand
Representatives?

We are under the umbrella of a European organ-
isation that brings together all the female obedienc-
es, which is called CLIMAF - Centre de Liaison
International de la Magonnerie Féminine. It started
in France, with Belgium, and from there Italy, Por-
tugal, Spain, Germany, Romania, Bulgaria, Turkey,
now there is even Cameroon, Serbia, and soon there
will be Switzerland, so we are all European Freema-
sons and we represent more than 25,000 women.
So, what we are doing are joint projects, to have a
bigger impact.

Now we have also joined the organization in
America, called FAMAF - Federacién Americana de
Masoneria Femenina, where there are Chile, Uruguay,
Mexico, Venezuela, Bolivia and even the United
States. This union aims to have more and more in-
fluence at the international level regarding the situ-
ation of women in particular and society in general.
Then there are others that we work with, for exam-
ple with what is called the EMA - European Mason-
ic Alliance, which has influence within the European
Union and brings together all types of Freemasonry,
from all over Europe. We are also in another group
called the MMU - Masonic Mediterranean Union, for
the mediterranean area, both north and south. In
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mediteraneand, atat in nord, cat si in sud. Cu alte
cuvinte, in general, toate femeile membre avem o
dubla apartenenta: europeana si americana.

Ce tipuri de activitdti sau proiecte se desfdsoard in
cadrul acestor asociatii?

Exista tot felul de proiecte. In primul rand, de
exempluy, incercam sa influentam Uniunea Europeana
pentru a pastra viu faptul ca valorile umane, aceste
valori sociale care diferentiaza Europa intr-o anumita
masurd, nu trebuie sa se piarda.

Cum vedeti viitorul francmasoneriei feminine, tindnd
cont de faptul cd femeile au fost create de Divinitate
intr-o relatie de egalitate cu bdrbatii si, cel putin din
acest motiv, este firesc ca ele sd poatd sta pe picior de
egalitate in orice domeniu?

Da, sunt intru totul de acord, cred ca aceasta este
calea pe care trebuie sa o urmam, dar cred ca este
inca un drum lung. Masoneria feminina are un drum
lung de parcurs, trebuie sa existe si poate contribui
foarte mult la societate In general si la statutul femeii
in special in aproape toate societdtile, nu numai in
Spania, sau in Romania, sau in Turcia, dar si in Ger-
mania, in Franta. Cind mergem mai in profunzime,
mai sunt Inca multe de facut, chiar daca la nivel juri-
dic am obtinut unele legi si putem fi deja in multe
pozitii si In multe profesii, plafonul de sticla Inca
exista n aproape toate profesiile.

La final, vd rugdm sd ne vorbiti despre unele aspec-
te ale vietii dumneavoastrd in afara francmasoneriei.
Cine este doamna Mar Sdnchez Bergua si cum se rapor-
teazd oamenii la ea cdnd aud despre faptul cd sunteti
Mare Maestru al Marii Loji a Femeilor din Spania?

M-am nascut la Huesca, langa Pirinei, am studiat
acolo, apoi am venit la Barcelona pentru a studia la
universitate, am absolvit Istoria. Familia mea si toata
lumea m-a convins ca trebuie sa fac alte studii, asa ca
am mers la ESADE, care este Scoala de Administratie
si Management. Am Inceput sa lucrez in aceasta a doua
cariera, intr-o companie americand, multinationala.
Cu aceasta companie am avut norocul sa acumulez
multa experientd internationald, am fost in strdindta-
te, am locuit in diferite tari si se poate spune ca mi-am
petrecut aproape jumatate din cariera profesionala in
strdindtate.

Apoi am revenit aici, am continuat cu aceeasi pro-
fesie si sunt director financiar, sau director general,
in functie de moment si de situatie, iar in afara de asta,
colaborez cu scoli de afaceri in calitate de tutore, sunt
implicata in mai multe asociatii.

Sunt casitoritd, nu am copii. Imi place si cilitoresc
mult, Imi place sa citesc mult, sa ascult muzica, sa fac
sport, desi acum cu greu pot face acest lucru. Cand
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other words, in general, all the women members have
a double membership: european and american.

What kind of activities or projects are carried out
within these associations?

There are all kinds of projects. First of all, for ex-
ample, we are trying to influence the European Union
to keep alive the fact that human values, these social
values that differentiate Europe to a certain extent,
should not be lost.

How do you see the future of women's Freemasonry,
taking into account the fact that women were created
by Divinity in a relationship of equality with men and,
at least for this reason, it is natural that they can stand
on an equal footing in any field?

Yes, | totally agree, I think this is the path we have
to follow, but I think it is still a long way to go.

Women's Freemasonry has a long way to go, it has
to exist and it can contribute a lot to society in gen-
eral and to the status of women in particular in al-
most all societies, not only in Spain, or in Romania,
or in Turkey, but also in Germany, in France. When
we go deeper, there is still a lot to be done, even if
at the legal level we have obtained some laws and
we can already be in many positions and in many
professions, the glass ceiling still exists in almost all
professions.

Finally, please tell us about some aspects of your
life outside Freemasonry. Who is Mrs. Mar Sdnchez
Bergua and how do people relate to her when they
hear that you are Grand Ma