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ARGUMENT

Revista FORUM MASONIC are placerea sa anunte
ca Drept Respectabilul Frate Gordon Michie este
noul membru al Comitetului Director de Onoare. Are
o energie si dedicare pentru
Craft extraordinare. In perioada
pandemiei, Gordon (pe vremea
aceea era Maestru Venerabil al
Lojii de Cercetare Hope of
Kurrachee nr. 337 din cadrul
Marii Loji a Scotiei) organiza
intalniri online saptamanale, la
care diversi masoni de pe Glob
ne prezentau planse. Fantastic!

Marturisesc faptul ca asteptam

cu nerabdare urmatoarea zi de

marti, pentru ca urma o noua

intalnire zoom organizata de

Gordon in numele si pentru loja

sa! Au fost peste 100 de intilniri

organizate de el. Dupa reveni-

rea la normal a lumii, am putut

circula din nou. Evident, primul

lucru a fost sa solicit intrarea in

loja Hope of Kurrachee. A fost

cadoul pe care mi I-am oferit la implinirea a 25 de
ani de cand am fost initiat in Craft: 1n 2022 am depus
juramantul ca membru al Masoneriei Scotiene.
Am Intalnit in aceasta loja oameni speciali, masoni
dedicati, stiutori de carte dar absolut normali si
lipsiti de emfaza.

Consider ca Masoneria are valoare in sine si
poate avea un real impact social, in primul rand, prin
fratii care sunt varfuri in domeniile lor de activitate.
Marele violonist si frate Gabriel Croitoru mi-a acor-
dat un exceptional interviu, pe care il puteti vedea
pe canalul nostru de YouTube si citi In paginile
acestui numar al revistei. Nu am intalnit prea multe
personalitdti publice din Romania care sa nu isi
ascunda apartenenta la Masonerie. Iti multumesc,
Gabi, Inca o datal!

Din cauza pierderii reperelor de catre tanara
generatie si a pantei descendente pe care merge
umanitatea (a nu se intelege doar omenirea), am
reprodus in acest numar un text de exceptie al unu-
ia dintre Directorii nostri de Onoare, P.R. Gustavo
Raffi, Mare Maestru din Trecut al Grande Oriente

MASONIC FORUM Magazine is pleased to an-
nounce that RW Bro. Gordon Michie is the new
member of the Honorary Board of Directors. He has

tremendous energy and dedica-
tion to the Craft. During the
pandemic, Gordon (at that time
he was WM of Hope of Kurrachee
Research Lodge No. 337, Grand
Lodge of Scotland) held weekly
online meetings, where various
Mason scholars from around
the Globe delivered papers.
Fantastic! [ confess that I was
looking forward to the next
Tuesday, as there was to be
another zoom meeting organ-
ised by Gordon on behalf of and
for his lodge! There were over
100 meetings organised by him.
After the world got back to
normal, we were able to travel
again. Obviously, the first thing
I did was to request my joining
the Hope of Kurrachee lodge.
It was the gift | gave myself on my 25" anniversary
of being initiated into the Craft: in 2022 I took the
oath as member of the Scottish Freemasonry. I have
met some special people in this lodge, dedicated
Masons, real scholars but absolutely normal and
without emphasis.

I believe that Freemasonry has value in itself and
can have a real social impact, first and foremost
through the brethren who are leaders in their fields.
The great violinist and Brother Gabriel Croitoru
granted me an exceptional interview, which you can
see on our YouTube channel and read in the pages
of this issue of the magazine. I have not met many
public personalities in Romania who do not hide
their membership in Freemasonry. Thank you, Gabi,
once again!

Because of the loss of landmarks by the younger
generation and the downward slope on which
humanity is going (not to be understood only man-
kind), we have reproduced in this issue an excep-
tional text by one of our Honorary Directors,
MW Gustavo Raffi, PGM of the Grande Oriente




d’'Italia - Etica Libertdtii, etica Responsabilitatii.
Textul lui Gustavo a fost publicat initial in 2010.

Pablo Lazaro, Marele Maestru al Argentinei, a
luat atitudine publica si a implicat Marea sa Loja in
dialogul social, declarand anul 2024 drept Anul
dialogului ca o garantie a pdcii. Redactorul nostru
sef a realizat un interviu foarte interesant cu Pablo.
Se stie ca una din particularitatile Masoneriei in
America de Sud este implicarea 1n viata cetatii.

Avand copyright-ul pentru limba romana pentru
cea de-a doua carte a lui Thomas Jackson, am publi-
cat un fragment in revista despre Masonerie si Reli-
gie. Opinia foarte lucida a lui Tom este o adevarata
mana de fier intr-o manusa de catifea. Si eu sunt de
parere ca lucrurile trebuie spuse clar si raspicat, fara
lasitate, daca dorim sa reparam ceva. Altfel, suntem
parte la pierderea calitatii de om liber, in semantica
celor care chiar stiu ce este Masoneria al nivel global.

Lojii mele din Olanda, Concord nr. 134, i-a venit
randul sa deschida anul masonic 2024-2025 pentru
lojile din regiunea Rotterdam, iar tinuta va avea loc
in Biserica Arminius, pe 7 septembrie 2024. ,Dupa
cel de-al Doilea Razboi Mondial, Lojile din Rotterdam
au fost convinse cda numai lucrand Impreuna puteau
contribui intr-un mod semnificativ la viata orasului
nostru, iar ca sa-si exprime aceasta credinta au
hotarat sa inaugureze fiecare An Masonic impreuna,
fiecare Loja prezidand pe rand ceremonia. Acum,
75 de ani mai tarziu, ele fac inca acest lucru”, afirma
Anne Brouwer, Maestru Venerabil din Trecut si
Venerabil de Onoare al Lojii Concord, care e cea mai
veche loja de limba engleza din Olanda, fiind infiin-
tatd in 1929. Ritualul nostru este Emulation,
pur-sange englezesc si este diferit de cel olandez,
practicat de toate celelalte loji care vor participa.
E o reald provocare pentru noi toti. Astept cu nerab-
dare acest eveniment special.

In 2001 am publicat prima traducere in roma-
neste a Manuscrisului Dowland - Legenda Craftului,
traducere realizata de Gabriel Giurgiu. Considerand
faptul ca munca de pionierat a DR frate Gabriel
Giurgiu trebuie cunoscuta de toti masonii romani,
am republicat acest reper istoric al Craftului.

Fiind intr-o deplasare la Londra la inceputul
acestui an, am vizitat Catedrala Salisbury, aflata la
130 de kilometri. Aici se afla cel mai bine pastrat
exemplar al Magnei Charta (din cele patru care au
supravietuit istoriei de 800 de ani). Suntem free-
masons, deci constructori liberi. Catedralele au fost
ridicate de breslele de masoni operativi, inaintasii
nostri. Fotomontajul de patru pagini din revista are
legatura stransa cu Masoneria si cu conceptul de
libertate.

d'Italia - Ethics of Freedom, Ethics of Responsibility.
Gustavo's text was originally published in 2010.

Pablo Lazaro, Grand Master of Argentina, took a
public stand and involved his Grand Lodge in social
dialogue, declaring 2024 as the Year of Dialogue as
a guarantee of peace. Our Editor-in-Chief conducted
a very interesting interview with Pablo. It is known
that one of the peculiarities of Freemasonry in South
America is its involvement in the life of the city.

Having the Romanian copyright for Thomas
Jackson's second book, we have published an extract
in the magazine on Masonry and Religion. Tom's very
lucid opinion is a real iron hand in a velvet glove.
[ too am of the opinion that things need to be said
loud and clear, without cowardice, if we are to put
anything right. Otherwise, we are party to the loss
of free-manhood, in the semantics of those who
actually know what Freemasonry is globally.

It is my Dutch Lodge's turn, Concord No. 134, to
open the Masonic year 2024-2025 for Lodges in the
Rotterdam region; the celebration will take place in
the Arminius Church on September 7, 2024. "After
the Second World War, the Lodges of Rotterdam
were convinced that only by working together could
they contribute in a meaningful way to the life of
our city, and to express this belief they decided to
inaugurate each Masonic Year together, with each
Lodge presiding over the ceremony in turn. Now,
75 years later, they are still doing so," says Anne
Brouwer, PM and WM of Honour of Concord Lodge,
which is the oldest English-speaking lodge in the
Netherlands, having been established in 1929. Our
ritual is Emulation, pure English and is different
from the Dutch ritual practiced by all the other
lodges that will participate. It is a real challenge for
all of us. I look forward to this special event.

In 2001 I published the first Romanian transla-
tion of the Dowland Manuscript - Legend of the Craft,
a translation by Gabriel Giurgiu. Believing that the
pioneering work of RW Bro. Gabriel Giurgiu should
be known by all Romanian Brethren, we have re-
published this historical landmark of the Craft.

On a trip to London earlier this year, [ visited
Salisbury Cathedral, 80 miles away. Here is the best
preserved copy of the Magna Charta (of the four
that have survived 800 years of history). We are
freemasons, so free builders. The cathedrals were
built by the operative Masonic guilds, our fore-
fathers. The four-page photomontage in the magazine
is closely related to Freemasonry and the concept

of freedom. m
1
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Mirela Elena Ene
de vorba cu / talking to

PABLO LAZARO

Grand Master, Grand Lodge of Argentina

Implicarea masoneriei
in dialogul social

Invitatul nostru este Pablo Ldzaro, Marele
Maestru al Marii Loji din Argentina, o masonerie
activd, care se implicd in viata cetdtii. Tema cen-
trald a interviului de astdzi este implicarea
Masoneriei in dialogul social.

Masoneria argentiniand a decla-
rat anul 2024 “anul dialogului ca
o garantie a pdcii”. Ce a determinat
luarea unei pozitii publice in acest
sens? Te rog sd ne spui care sunt
metodele abordate de Marea Lojd
din Argentina astfel incdt acest
motto sd devind o realitate?

Francmasoneria argentiniana
are o traditie lunga 1n a fi un garant
al unor spatii in care adversarii
politici se puteau intalni si ajunge
la acorduri pentru a depasi conflic-
tele prin dialog si respect reciproc.

Tinuta Unitdtii Nationale (Tenida

de unidad nacional) este unul din-

tre cele mai cunoscute exemple de

participare a Masoneriei argentini-

ene la rezolvarea conflictelor prin dialog, dar desigur
exista multe altele.

Argentina traverseaza un moment istoric in care se
inregistreaza o diviziune in societate. De ambele parti
ale acestei falii exista oameni bine intentionati care isi
doresc o societate mai dreaptd. Credem ca rolul franc-
masoneriei trebuie sa continue sa fie acela de institutie
care garanteaza respectul pentru toate punctele de
vedere, neutralitatea, libertatea de gandire si acordul
pentru binele comun ca baza pentru acest dialog.

In ultima perioadd, dialogul social este, de fapt, un
monolog al puterii sau al unor grupuri separate, inte-
resate in a-si prezenta mesajul si a-si difuza imaginea.
Dialogul este promovat in ultima perioadd mai ales in
situatii de crizd si se desfdsoard ad-hoc, spontan, fara
o strategie bine determinatd, cu alte cuvinte, se actio-
neazd din ,stare de necesitate’, fdrd ca toti partenerii
sd fie considerati interlocutori valabili.

The involvement of
Freemasonry in social
dialogue

Our guest is Pablo Lazaro, Grand Master of the
Grand Lodge of Argentina, an active Freemasonry
that is involved in the life of the city. The central
theme of today's interview is the involvement of
Freemasonry in social dialogue.

Freemasonry in Argentina has
declared 2024 "the year of dialogue
as a guarantee of peace". What
motivated you to take a public po-
sition on this? Please tell us what
are the methods approached by the
Grand Lodge of Argentina so that
this motto becomes a reality?

Freemasonry in Argentina has
a long tradition of being a guaran-
tor of spaces where political op-
ponents could meet and reach
agreements to overcome conflicts
through dialogue and mutual re-
spect. The Lodge of National Unity
(Tenida de unidad nacional) is one
of the best known examples of
Argentine Freemasonry's partici-

pation in conflict resolution through dialogue, but of
course there are many others.

Argentina is going through a historical moment
of division in society. On both sides of this fissure
there are well-meaning people who want a more just
society. We believe that Freemasonry's role must
continue to be that of an institution that guarantees
respect for all points of view, neutrality, freedom of
thought and agreement for the common good as the
basis for this dialogue.

Lately, social dialogue is in fact a monologue of
power or of separate groups interested in presenting
their message and spreading their image. The dia-
logue is promoted lately especially in crisis situations
and is conducted ad hoc, spontaneously, without a
well-defined strategy, in other words, it acts out of
"necessity”, without all partners being considered
valid interlocutors.



Cum intentionati sd “asezati la aceeasi masa” grupu-
rile separate, cu mesaje diverse, chiar contradictorii si
care este maniera de a disemina informatiile in socie-
tate ulterior, astfel incdt mesajele sd ajungd la cat mai
multe persoane?

Primul lucru de care trebuie sa tinem cont este ca
toate grupurile pot sta la masa daca li se asigura si li
se garanteaza conditii de participare echitabile, ceva
similar cu modul in care functioneazi medierea. In
ceea ce priveste a doua parte a Intrebarii, diseminarea
trebuie sa fie, de asemenea,
consensual3, evitand divulgarea
si facand cunoscut ceea ce par-
tile au convenit si In termenii
conveniti. Nu putem fi naivi
cand vine vorba de comunicare
in epoca retelelor sociale.

Sunt cooptate la aceste dis-
cutii si institutii sau reprezen-
tanti ai statului, astfel incdt sa
facilitati apropierea acestora
de cetdteni, pentru a le asculta
vocea?
Participantii sunt acei inter-
locutori care sunt semnificativi
in functie de ceea ce se discuta.
Uneori participa functionari
publici, iar alteori personalitati
a caror opinie este relevanta.
Nu exista conditii. Singura cerinta este ca dialogul sa
fie functional pentru obtinerea unor pozitii conclu-
dente sau pentru atingerea obiectivelor pentru care
a fost convocat.

Trdim intr-o societate diversd din multe puncte de
vedere, tocmai de aceea dialogul ar trebui sd insemne
sd deschizi spatii pentru ca vocile diferite sd se facd
auzite, sd creezi un mediu in care interactionezi na-
tural cu celdlalt - si nu sd fi trimiti in altd lume pe cei
care sunt diferiti de tine. Cum crezi cd trebuie abor-
datd intelegerea si acceptarea diversitdtii drept pre-
misd a dialogului?

In aceastd privintd, francmasoneria argentiniana
are, de asemenea, o pozitie foarte simpla si clara:
viata privata a oamenilor este doar atat, viata lor
privata. In acest sens, am sustinut si promovat cam-
panii impotriva tuturor tipurilor de discriminare. Am
facut publica aderarea noastra la definitia internatio-
nala a antisemitismului, la fel cum am aderat la lupta
impotriva aporofobiei, care nu este nici mai mult nici
mai putin decat dispretul fata de persoanele care
sufera de tot felul de privatiuni. Sustinem in mod
explicit lupta impotriva excluderii minoritatilor si a
discrimindrii in toate formele sale.

How do you intend to "sit down at the same table”
separate groups with different, even contradictory
messages and what is the way to disseminate the infor-
mation in society afterwards so that the messages reach
as many people as possible?

The first thing to bear in mind is that all groups
can sit at the table if they are provided and guaran-
teed fair conditions of participation, something simi-
lar to how mediation works. As for the second part of
the question, the dissemination must also be consen-

sual, avoiding disclosure and
making known what the parties
have agreed and in the agreed
terms. We cannot be naive when
it comes to communication in
the age of social media.

Are state institutions or rep-
resentatives also involved in
these discussions so as to make
it easier to bring them closer
to citizens and listen to their
voice?

Participants are those inter-
locutors who are significant in
terms of what is being dis-
cussed. Sometimes public offi-
cials participate, and sometimes
personalities whose opinion is
relevant. There are no condi-

tions. The only requirement is that the dialogue
must be functional in order to obtain conclusive
positions or to achieve the objectives for which it
was convened.

We are living in a diverse society from many points
of view, this is why dialogue should mean opening up
spaces for different voices to be heard, creating an
environment where you interact naturally with the
other - and not sending those who are different from
you to another world. How do you think understanding
and acceptance of diversity should be approached as
a basic premise for dialogue?

In this regard, Freemasonry in Argentina also has
avery simple and clear position: people's private life
is just that, their private life. In this sense, we have
supported and promoted campaigns against all
kinds of discrimination. We have made public our
commitment to the international definition of an-
ti-Semitism, just as we have committed ourselves to
the fight against aporophobia, which is no more and
no less than contempt for people suffering from all
kinds of deprivation. We explicitly support the fight
against exclusion of minorities and discrimination
in all its forms.



Cum sunt integrate principiile masonice in reali-
zarea propriu-zisd a dialogului din aceastd perspectiva
a diversitdtii societdtii contemporane?

Avem o viziune foarte pragmatica in ceea ce pri-
veste lupta Impotriva discriminarii. Credem ca cel mai
bun mod de a lupta fmpotriva discrimindrii este
pur si simplu sa nu discriminezi. Evitam declaratiile:
pur si simplu nu discriminim. In casa noastra, in foru-
rile noastre si la evenimentele noastre, intalniti frati
si profani de toate felurile, in mod firesc. La eveni-
mentele deschise publicului, oamenii sunt adesea
surprinsi sa vada Frati care nu se incadreaza in stereo-
tipul masonilor. Ori, o astfel de Intalnire este cel mai
eficient mod de a desfiinta prejudecatile.

Forta dialogului masoneriei vine si din capacitatea
de a te pune in locul celuilalt? Cred cd acest principiu
ar ajuta foarte mult si lumea politicd atunci cdnd se
stabilesc politicile publice.

Da, desigur, poate ca aceasta este cheia pentru a
rezolva multe, multe probleme. Empatia este funda-
mentald. Nu este posibil sa se ajunga la acorduri de
orice fel fara o Intelegere serioasa a pozitiei fiecaruia.

As vrea sd ne oprim putin la doud concepte care
apar in ultima perioadd in spatiul public: “natiune” si
“nationalism”. Sunt concepte ce prezintd notele defini-
torii ale identitdtii, pundnd in discutie relatia dintre
natiune, stat, patriotism, nationalism versus globali-
zare, abordarea valorilor nationale in raport cu cele
regionale sau globale. Consideri cd, din aceastd per-
spectivd, existd bariere in calea realizdrii unui dialog
constructiv?

Nu exista nicio indoiald ca globalizarea, ca feno-
men politic, economic si social, afecteaza profund
conceptele de natiune si nationalism. Insi mai exista
un alt concept care este la fel de afectat, si anume
suveranitatea. Tehnologia a sters multe granite, dar,
in acelasi timp, a trasat altele. Acum vorbim despre
alte tipuri de suveranita-
te: suveranitate alimen-
tara, suveranitate tehnicg,
suveranitate culturala si,
bineinteles, suveranitate
teritoriald. Cred ca multe
idei legate de national
trebuie regandite pentru
a evita anacronismele.

Lumea contempora-
nd este intr-o evolutie
rapida si imprevizibila a
stiintei si tehnicii, gene-
rand o gigantica miscare
de idei, de inventii si
descoperiri, o crestere

How are masonic principles integrated into the
dialogue itself from this perspective of the diversity of
contemporary society?

We have a very pragmatic vision of the fight
against discrimination. We believe that the best way
to fight discrimination is simply not to discriminate.
We avoid statements: we simply don't discriminate.
In our house, in our forums and at our events, you
naturally meet brethren and non-masons, people of
all kinds. At events open to the public, people are
often surprised to see Brethren who do not fit the
stereotype of Masons. Or, such a meeting is the most
effective way to break down prejudice.

Does the strength of Masonic dialogue also come
from the ability to put yourself in the other person's
shoes? I think this principle would also help the politi-
cal world a lot when setting public policy.

Yes, of course, maybe this is the key to solve many,
many problems. Empathy is fundamental. It is not
possible to reach agreements of any kind without
a serious understanding of each other's position.

I would like to dwell a little on two concepts that
have been appearing lately in the public space:
"nation” and "nationalism”. They are concepts that
present the defining notes of identity, questioning the
relationship between nation, state, patriotism, na-

tionalism versus globalisation, the approach
to national values in relation to regional or
global ones. Do you think that, from this
perspective, there are barriers to construc-
tive dialogue?

There is no doubt that globalisation, as a
political, economic and social phenomenon,
deeply affects the concepts of nation and
nationalism. But there is another concept
that is equally affected, namely sovereignty.
Technology has erased many borders, but at
the same time it has drawn new ones.
We are now talking about other types of
sovereignty: food sovereignty, technical sov-
ereignty, cultural sovereignty and, of course,
territorial sovereignty. I believe that many
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exponentiald a informatiei si a tehnologiilor de varf.
Astfel, societatea noastra devine din ce In ce mai com-
plexa. Cu toate acestea, constructia unei societati
democratice si respectoase fatd de valori trebuie sa
tind seama de istorie, iar predarea acesteia devine un
act de profunda responsabilitate civica.
Cred ca istoria ar putea
sprijini un altfel de societa-
te. Nu o societate in care
protectia diversitatii este
garantata prin reguli echi-
tabile, ceea ce ar permite
limitarea sau eliminarea
conflictelor, ci una in care
existd un echilibru dinamic
intre afirmarea identita-
tilor si promovarea dialo-
gului, o societate ce recu-
noaste conflictele si cauta
permanent mecanisme de
gestionare constructiva a
acestora.

Consider cd societatea
actuald duce lipsd de mo-
dele, de repere. Cdt de im-
portante mai sunt modelele oamenilor din trecut,
indiferent de domeniul in care au activat? Care ar fi,
in opinia ta, modalitatea de a fi prezentate acestea si
rolul lor in societatea vremii astfel incdt acestia sd
conteze pentru societatea in care traim?

De-a lungul istoriei, toate societdtile au invocat
anumite figuri ca modele, din punct de vedere etic,
stiintific, militar, cultural si asa mai departe. Nu
cred ca exista o lipsa de modele, poate ca nu le
putem vedea pentru ca este foarte dificil - sau im-
posibil - sa evaluam propria noasta epoca. Cred ca
modelele care vor aparea vor trebui sa fie comuni-
cate sau diseminate intr-un mod diferit de cel din
secolul al XIX-lea sau al XX-lea, pur si simplu pentru
cd dinamica comunicarii este diferita. Acum toata
lumea are in buzunar un dispozitiv cu care se in-
formeaza, ba chiar cu care genereaza si informatii.
Totul este foarte rapid in favoarea si in defavoarea
lor; ganditi-va cum cineva poate fi anulat in cateva
ore. Aceeasi putere poate functiona si In favoarea
cuiva.

Faptul ca universitatile sunt pline de tineri este un
semn ca exista modele pozitive, chiar daca acestea
sunt diferite de eroii traditionali. Cred ca secolul XXI
impune un alt mod de gandire si ca Francmasoneria
trebuie sa fie in fruntea acestei noi paradigme, asa
cum a fost si in secolele anterioare, pentru ca aceasta
atitudine de deschidere este ceea ce explicd succesul
si relevanta sa.

ideas about the national need to be rethought to
avoid anachronisms.

The contemporary world is in a rapid and unpre-
dictable evolution of science and technology, gener-
ating a gigantic movement of ideas, inventions and
discoveries, an exponential growth of information

and high technologies. Thus our
society is becoming increasingly
complex. However, building a dem-
ocratic and value-based society
must take history into account, and
teaching it becomes an act of pro-
found civic responsibility.

[ believe that history could sup-
port a kind of society. Not a society
in which the protection of diversity
is guaranteed by fair rules, which
would allow conflicts to be limited
or eliminated, but one in which
there is a dynamic balance between
the affirmation of identities and the
promotion of dialogue, a society
that recognises conflicts and con-
stantly looks for mechanisms to
manage them constructively.

I believe that today's society has a deficit of models,
of landmarks. How important are the models of people
from the past, whatever their field of activity? In your
opinion, what would be the way to present them and
their role in the society of their time so that they
matter for the society we live in?

Throughout history, all societies have invoked
certain figures as models, ethically, scientifically,
militarily, culturally and so on. I don't think there is
a lack of models, maybe we can't see them because
it is very difficult - or impossible - to evaluate our
own era. | think the models that will appear will have
to be communicated or disseminated in a different
way than in the 19* or 20% century, simply because
the dynamics of communication are different. Now
everyone has a device in their pocket with which
they inform themselves, and even with which they
generate information. Everything is very fast for and
against them; think how someone can be cancelled
in a few hours. The same power can also work in
someone's favour.

The fact that universities are full of young people
is a sign that there are positive models, even if they
are different from traditional heroes. I believe that
the 21°* century requires a different way of thinking
and that Freemasonry must be at the forefront of this
new paradigm, as it was in previous centuries, be-
cause this open attitude is what explains its success
and relevance. ®



GORDON MICHIE |

Past Substitute Provincial GM, Prov. GL of Fife and Kinross, GL of Scotland

PM, Lodge Earl Haig No. 1260, Grand Lodge of Scotland
PM, Lodge Hope of Kurrachee No. 337, Grand Lodge of Scotland

Un general de armata la
tinuta inaugurala a Lojii
Hope of Kurrachee
Nr. 337

In 25 aprilie 1842, Marele Maestru Provincial,
Fratele Burness, a fondat Francmasoneria scotiana
in India cu autorizatia Marii Loji a Scotiei, emitand
o Patenta Provizorie catre Fratii din Karachi prin care
acestia puteau sd alcatuiasca o Loja
numita ,Hope”. Patenta Provizorie
confera permisiunea de a organi-
za tinute pana cand o Patenta
emisa de Marea Loja a Scotiei 1i va
lua locul si va prevala asupra celei
Provizorii. Loja a primit numarul
421 din partea Marii Loji.

Tinuta inaugurala s-a desfasu-
rat in 17 mai 1842 cand Fratele
Capitan R. H. MacIntosh a fost in-
stalat Maestru Venerabil - si ce
nume scotian excelent cu care sa
incepi Francmasoneria scotiana
in India! Maestrul care a condus
ceremonialul consacrarii era
Fratele General Sir John Lysaght
Pennefather, care a prezidat si in-
stalarea in functii a Maestrului
Venerabil si a Ofiterilor. Dupa aceea s-au desfasurat
lucrarile, inclusiv aprobarea a douazeci de articole
din Regulamentul intern al Lojii. Loja a fost trecuta
la gradul al doilea, iar Fratii Fenning si Hayman, care
in calitate de ucenici au semnat petitia, au fost facuti
Calfe. Patru candidati au fost propusi si initiati pe
loc, alti cinci au fost propusi, lucru care arata entu-
ziasmul masonic din Regiment - Regimentul 22
Infanterie (Regimentul Cheshire), pe care il coman-
da Generalul. Stim ca In perioada petrecuta in India
au luat parte la batalia de la Meeanee din februarie
1843, batdlia de la Hyderabad din martie 1843 si la
cucerirea provinciei Sindh din vara lui 1843.

Prima minuta scrisd a Lojii spune:

S-a primit o dispensd din partea Prea Respectabi-
lului James Burnes, Mare Maestru Provincial pentru
Nord-Vestul din Indiei Britanice, datatd Bombay,
25 aprilie, anul Domnului 1842 si al Francmasoneriei
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A military General at the

inaugural meeting of the

Lodge Hope of Kurrachee
No. 337

On 25% April 1842 the Provincial Grand Master,
Bro. Burness, established Scottish Freemasonry in
India under authority from the Grand Lodge of
Scotland, by issuing a Provisional Charter to Brethren

at Kurrachee to form themselves
into a Lodge styled “Hope”. The
Provisional Charter is permission
to hold meetings until a Charter is
issued by the Grand Lodge of
Scotland will take its place and
precedence from the Provisional
issue on that date. The Lodge was
numbered 421 by Grand Lodge.
The inaugural meeting was
held in the 17% May 1842 when
Bro. Capt. R H MacIntosh was in-
stalled as Worshipful Master, and
what an excellent Scottish name
to start Scottish Freemasonry in
India. Our appointed acting PM at
our consecration was Bro. Gen Sir
John Lysaght Pennefather, who
presided over the installation of
the Master and the Office-bearers who were duly in-
stalled. Thereafter the following business was con-
ducted including twenty articles of the By-Laws that
were approved. The Lodge was passed to the second
degree and Brothers Fenning and Hayman, who as
entered apprentices signed the petition, were made
Fellows of Craft. Four candidates were proposed and
duly initiated, a further 5 candidates were proposed.
Thus, indicating the masonic enthusiasm in the Reg-
iment, that Regiment being the 22" Regiment of Foot
(The Cheshire Regiment) which the General com-
manded. We know that whilst in India they took part
in the Battle of Meeanee in February 1843, the Battle
of Hyderabad in March 1843 and the conquest of
Sindh in summer 1843.

The first recorded minute of the Lodge reads:

A warrant of Dispensation having been received
from the MW James Burnes, PGM of the North Western



==

Foru sonic

5842, numindu-i pe Fratele J. L. Pennefether Maestru
din Trecut, pe R. H. Maclntosh primul Maestru Vene-
rabil si pe A. H. 0. Mathews si M. McMurdo ca Prim
Supraveghetor si, respectiv, Supraveghetor Secund,
conferindu-le autorizatia de a consti-
tui o Lojd Masonicd ce se va numi
Loja Hope. In acest scop, urmdtorii
Frati s-au adunat la Kurrachee in
17 mai 1842 la ora 2 dupd-amiaza.

Ins3 cine era acest om care a fost
numit Maestru din Trecut al Lojii si
si-a asumat Scaunul Regelui Solomon
la prima noastra tinuta si despre
care se poate spune ca a fost primul
membru al Lojii? Stim doar putine
lucruri despre istoria lui masonica,
in sensul ca a fost initiat in
Loja Sussex din Jamaica
in 1828, pe cand era capi-
tan in Regimentul 22 Infan-
terie. Pe atunci, Loja se
intrunea in Sussex Hall.

Un articol scris de
Ernest Marsh Lloyd si
publicat in 1895 ne spune
cate ceva despre el:

Sir John Lysaght Penne-
father a fost al treilea fiu al
reverendului John Penne-
father de la Co. Tipperary si
varul lui Richard Penne-
father, Baron de Exchequer in Irlanda. Mama lui a fost
fiica maiorului Percival.

S-a inrolat in armatd in 14 ianuarie 1818 cu gradul
de sublocotenent in Regimentul 7 de Gardd Dragoni,
a devenit locotenent in 20 februarie 1823 si cdpitan
cu jumdtate de soldd in 5 noiembrie 1825. In 8 aprilie
1826 a fost numit in Regimentul 22 Infanterie (Cheshire),
unde a devenit Maior in 22 martie 1831 si locote-
nent-colonel in 18 octombrie 1839.

Pdnd atunci nu participase la serviciu activ, dar in
1843 a comandat singurul regiment european din mica
fortd cu care Sir Charles Napier a cdstigat bdtdlia de la
Miani (Meanee; 17 februarie), unde a si dus greul luptei
si unde doud mii de soldati au invins treizeci si cinci de
mii. Batalionul era alcdtuit din vreo cinci sute de soldati,
aproape cu totii irlandezi, asemenea colonelului si gene-
ralului. ,Nobilul soldat Pennefather” (dupd cum I-a de-
scris Napier) a cdzut rdnit - mortal, s-a crezut - in varful
bancului de ldngd albia rdului si care era cel mai inalt
punct al pozitiei balucilor. A fost facut Companion al
Ordinului de Bath si a primit multumirile Parlamentului.

Provinces of British India, dated Bombay, the 25% April
in the year of our Lord 1842 and of Freemasonry 5842,
constituting and appointing Bro. ] L Pennefether as Past
Master, RH Maclntosh as first Worshipful Master and
AHO Mathews and M. McMurdo as
the first Senior and Junior Wardens
respectively, authorising them to as-
semble a Lodge for the purpose of
Freemasonry, and to be designated
Lodge Hope. In pursuance thereof
the following Brethren assembled at
Kurrachee on 17" May 1842 at 2 noon.

But who was this man that was
appointed Past Master of the Lodge
and assumed the Chair of King Solo-
mon at our first meeting and was ar-

guably our first member of
the Lodge? We know a little
about his masonic history
in that he was initiated in
the Sussex Lodge, Jamaica
in 1828, when a Captain in
the 22" Regiment of Foot.
The Lodge at this time met
in the Sussex Hall.

An article written by
Ernest Marsh Lloyd and
published in 1895 gives an
insight into the man:

Sussex Hall, Harbour Street, Kingston, Jamaica,
West Indies Harbour Street 1820

Sir John Lysaght Penne-
father was the third son of
the Rev. John Pennefather of Co. Tipperary, and cousin
of Richard Pennefather, Baron of the Exchequer in
Ireland. His mother was daughter of Major Percival.

He entered the Army on 14 Jan. 1818 as Cornet in
the 7" Dragoon Guards, became a Lieutenant on 20 Feb.
1823, and a Captain on half-pay on 5 Nov. 1825. On
8 April 1826 he was appointed to the 22" Foot (The
Cheshire regiment), in which he became Major on
22 March 1831, and Lieutenant-colonel on 18 Oct. 1839.

Up to this time he had seen no active service, but in
1843 his was the one European Regiment in the small
force with which Sir Charles Napier won the battle of
Miani (Meanee) (17 Feb.), and it bore the brunt of that
action, in which two thousand men defeated thirty-five
thousand. The Battalion was about five hundred strong,
nearly all Irishmen, like their Colonel and their General.
‘The noble soldier, Pennefather’ (as Napier described
him), fell wounded - mortally, it was thought - on the
top of the bank which bordered the river-bed and
formed the crest of the Baluchis' position. He was made
a CB, and received the thanks of Parliament.



In 1848 a renuntat la comanda Regimentului 22 si
a fost pus pe jumdtate de soldd, iar anul urmdtor
a fost numit intendent-sef adjunct in districtul Cork.
In 1854 a primit comanda Brigdzii Intdi a Diviziei
a Il-a (a lui Sir De Lacy Evans) din armata trimisd in
Rdsdrit, iar in 20 iunie a fost fdcut ge-
neral-maior. Brigada lui era alcdtuitd
din Regimentele 30, 55 si 95. A coman-
dat-o cu distinctie in bdtdlia de la Alma
si in lupta din 26 octombrie, cdnd din
Sevastopol a fost lansat un raid in fortd
fmpotriva indltimilor ocupate de Divi-
zia a I1-a de pe extrema flancului drept
a aliatilor. Insd a mai avut ocazia sd se
distingd zece zile mai tdrziu, cand rusii
au pornit atacul general - pentru care
raidul fusese doar o misiune pregadtitoa-
re — si s-a purtat batdlia de la Inkerman
(5 noiembrie).

Dat fiind cd Evans se imbolndvise, in
ziua aceea Pennefather se afla la comanda Diviziei.
Avea mai putin de trei mii de soldati, in vreme ce de el
se apropiau treizeci §i cinci de mii de infanteristi rusi.
In 26 octombrie Evans isi pozitionase trupele pe creasta
aflatd imediat in fata taberei diviziei si a permis ca
pichetele sd vind la el, preferdnd sd nu-si pdrdseascd
locul ales. Pennefather a adop-
tat o cale diferitd. A luptat
pentru fiecare palmd de pd-
mdnt, a tinut doar cdtiva sol-
dati in rezervd pe creastd si
a fnaintat cu toti soldatii pe
care-i avea la dispozitie ca sd-si
ajute pichetele sd tind piept
mai multor atacuri ale inami-
cului. Vizibilitatea redusd era
prielnicd pentru genul acesta
de tacticd, iar rezultatul a jus-
tificat-o. Pe mdsurd ce au venit
intdriri - trupe engleze si franceze -, acestea au fost la
fel trimise la inaintare pe fractii. Lordul Raglan a ajuns
in scurtd vreme pe cdmpul de luptd, iar Sir De Lacy
Evans a venit din Balaclava in cursul diminetii. Insd
Pennefather a fost ldsat sa conducd lupta, in mdsura
in care o putea conduce cineva. ,Mereu neinfricat, me-
reu scdnteind de o vivacitate rdazboinicd, era el insusi
o fortd.” Chiar si cand chipul radios nu-i putea fi vazut,
alinare se gdsea in glasul lui ,si in jurdmintele prefe-
rate ale «<marelui bdtrdn», strigate intr-un mod imbdr-
bator prin fum” (Kinglake). Batdlia a durat aproximativ
sase ore - de la rdsdrit pdand la 1 dupd-amiaza -, apoi
rusii au Inceput sd se retragd, dupd ce pierduserd
aproape doudsprezece mii de soldati.

,Purtarea admirabild” a lui Pennefather a fost po-
menitd in depesa Lordului Raglan. Doud sdptdmdani

In 1848 he gave up the command of the 22" Regi-
ment, and was placed on half-pay, and in the following
year he was appointed Assistant Quartermaster-Gen-
eral in the Cork district. In 1854 he was given Com-
mand of the First Brigade of the Second (Sir De Lacy

Evans's) Division in the Army sent to the
East, and on 20 June he was made
Major-general. His brigade consisted of
the 30", 55%, and 95" Regiments. He
commanded it with credit at the battle
of the Alma, and in the affair of 26 Oct.,
when a sortie in force was made from
Sebastopol against the heights held by
the second division on the extreme right
of the allies. But he had more oppor-
tunity of distinguishing himself ten
days later, when the attack, for which
this sortie was only preparatory, was
made by the Russians, and the Battle
of Inkerman was fought (5 Nov.).

Owing to the illness of Evans, Pennefather was in
command of the Division on that day. He had less than
three thousand men under him, while thirty-five thou-
sand Russian infantry were converging upon him. On
26 Oct. Evans had drawn up his force on the ridge
immediately in front of the camp of the division, and

allowed his pickets to be driven
in rather than leave his chosen
ground. Pennefather adopted
an opposite course. He disput-
ed every inch of ground, kept
only a few men in hand on the
ridge, but pushed forward all
the men he could to support
his pickets in resisting the
several masses of the enemy.
The thickness of the weather
favoured these tactics, and the
result justified them. As rein-
forcements, English and French, came up, they were
similarly thrown forward by fractions. Lord Raglan
was soon on the ground, and Sir De Lacy Evans came
up from Balaclava during the course of the morning;
but Pennefather was left to direct the fight, so far as
any one person could direct it. Always undaunted,
always kindling with warlike animation, he was a very
power in himself.’ Even when his radiant countenance
could not be seen, there was comfort in the sound of
his voice, ‘and the “grand old boy's” favourite oaths
roaring cheerily down through the smoke’ (Kinglake).
The battle lasted about six hours - from daybreak to
1 p.m. - then the Russians began their retreat, having
lost nearly twelve thousand men.

Pennefather's ‘admirable behaviour’ was mentioned

in Lord Raglan's despatch. A fortnight afterwards he



mai tdrziu a fost numit colonel al Regimentului 46 si a
preluat comanda Diviziei a II-a cand Evans s-a intors
in Anglia spre sfarsitul lui noiembrie. A fost luat din
Crimea in iulie 1855 pe motiv de invaliditate, iar in
25 septembrie a fost numit comandant al trupelor din
Malta, pozitie corespunzdtoaare gradului de gene-
ral-locotenent. A rdmas acolo aproape cinci ani, iar
dupd un scurt serviciu in Districtul de Nord a coman-
dat trupele de la Aldershot din 1860 pdnd in 1865.
A schimbat postul de colonel al Regimentului 46 cu cel
al Regimentului 22 in 13 februarie 1860. In 12 noiem-
brie in acelasi an a devenit general-locotenent al Regi-
mentului, iar in 9 mai 1868 a devenit general.

Fusese numit Cavaler Comandor al Ordinului de
Bath in 5 iulie 1855 si a primit Marea Cruce a Ordi-
nului de Bath in 13 mai 1867. A mai fost Comandant
al Ordinului Sardinian al Sf. Mauriciu si Sf. Lazdr,
Mare Ofiter al Legiunii de Onoare, precum si Cavaler
Clasa a Doua al Ordinului Medjidie. In 27 august 1870
a fost numit Guvernator al Spitalului Chelsea.

A murit in 9 mai 1872 si a fost ingropat in cimitirul
Brompton. In 1834 se cdsdtorise cu Katherine, fiica cea
mare a Domnului John Carr, din Mountrath, Queen’s
County.

N.B. Pe sotia lui Pennefather o chema, de fapt,
Margaret, NU Katherine, cum se spune in articol.

Aceasta marturie, scrisa la 23 de ani de cand primul
nostru membru a ocupat tronul lui Solomon, aduce la
lumina caracterul lui Pennefather si le permite mem-
brilor Craftului ca, 150 de ani mai tarziu, sa Inteleaga
viata unui Francmason militar care si-a slujit tara la mii
de kilometri de casa si cat de mult trebuie sa fi pretuit
el faptul ca era membru al Breslei in vremea Imperiului
Britanic. Noi, membrii din prezent, ar trebui sa pre-
tuim faptul ca Loja noastrd, Hope of Kurrachee, a fost
cea care a aprins flacara Masoneriei in India, o traditie
care continua sa straluceasca pana in ziua de azi.

O traditie pe care ne dorim sa o reinviem la nivel
de Loja este una pe care inaintasii nostri o respectau
anual cand se Intilneau la Karachi si s-a desfasurat cu
ocazia aniversarii fondarii Lojii. Fratii isi aminteau de
fondatori dupa cum urmeaza:

Fratii Lojii sunt chemati la ordin in Gradul
al Ill-lea.

O trambita anunta ultimul mesaj de la Apus.

Lista Fondatorilor a fost citita de Maestru.

Fondatorii sunt Fratii: I. L. Pennefather,
H. McMurdo, A. McPherson, H. F. Dilley, R. H.
MclIntosh, I. A. Ore, A. Hayman, H. Fenning,
A. H. O. Matthews, C. Benbow

S-aauzit apoi de la Orient sunetul chemarii.
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was given the Colonelcy of the 46th Regiment, and he
succeeded to the Command of the Second Division when
Evans returned to England in the latter part of Novem-
ber. He was invalided from the Crimea in July 1855, and
on 25 Sept. he was appointed to command the troops
in Malta, with the local rank of Lieutenant-general. He
remained there nearly five years, and after a short term
of service in the Northern District he commanded the
troops at Aldershot from 1860 to 1865. He exchanged
the Colonelcy of the 46th for that of his old Regiment,
the 22nd, on 13 Feb. 1860. On 12 Nov. of that year, he
became Lieutenant-general on the establishment, and
on 9 May 1868 he became General.

He had been made a K.C.B. on 5 July 1855, and re-
ceived the G.C.B. on 13 May 1867. He was also a Com-
mander of the Sardinian order of St. Maurice and
St. Lazarus, a Grand Officer of the Legion of Honour,
and in the second class of the Medjidieh. On 27 Aug.
1870 he was made Governor of Chelsea Hospital.

He died on 9 May 1872, and was buried in Brompton
cemetery. In 1834 he had married Katherine, eldest
daughter of John Carr, esq., of Mountrath, Queen's County.

N.B. Pennefather's wife was actually called Margaret,
NOT Katherine, as stated here.

This testimony written 23 years after our first mem-
ber took the Chair, brings to life the character of the
man and it allows members of the Craft some 150 years
later a small insight into the life of a military Free-
mason, serving his Country thousands of miles away
from home, how highly he must have valued his mem-
bership of the Craft in the times of the British Empire.
We as current day members should treasure that it was
our Lodge, The Lodge, Hope of Kurrachee that first lit
that bright light of Masonry in India, a tradition that still
continues and burns brightly to this day.

One tradition as a Lodge we are looking to resur-
rect is one that our forebears conducted annually
when they met in Karachi and was carried out on the
Anniversary of the Lodge’s founding. The Brethren
remembered the founders in the following way:

The brethren in the Lodge called to order
in the 3" degree.

A bugle sounded last post from the West.

The roll of Founders was called by the
Master.

The founders being Brothers: I. L. Penne-
father, H McMurdo, A. McPherson, H. F. Dilley,
R. H. McIntosh, I. A. Ore, A. Hayman, H. Fen-
ning, A. H. 0. Matthews, C. Benbow.

This was followed by Reveille being
sounded from the East. m



Annual visit of the Provincial GL to Hope of Kurrachee
(November 2023)




MICHAEL CASTILLANES CONCHE | Worshipful Master, CONCORD Lodge No. 134
Grand East of the Netherlands

Inaugurarea

Opening of the

Anului Masonic 2024-2025 Rotterdam Masonic Lodges

pentru lojile din Rotterdam

Sunt entuziasmat de apropierea inaugurarii Anului
Masonic 2024-2025 pentru Lojile din Rotterdam, de-
oarece Loja Concord Nr. 134 va fi gazda si organiza-
toare. De asemenea, sunt magulit
ca voi conduce acest eveniment in
calitate de Maestru Venerabil al
Lojii noastre. Nu este prima data
cand Loja Concord gazduieste si
organizeazd inaugurarea Anului
Masonic. In trecut, conform arhive-
lor noastre, inagurarea a fost con-
dusa de Maestrii nostri in 1993 (Ivo
Schuilwerve), 2001 (Frank Darby-
shire) si 2009 (Anne Brouwer).

Nu este o sarcinad usoara sa or-
ganizezi un astfel de eveniment.

E nevoie de multe pregatiri: sa

gasesti un spatiu corespunzator,

sa-1 aranjezi potrivit ocaziei, sa tri-

miti invitatii si sa repeti ritualul

care va fi folosit in cadrul ceremo-

niei. Ne propunem sa facem ritualul in limba engleza,
pentru ca Loja Concord foloseste Emulation, desi in
mod traditional ritualul folosit la deschiderea Anului
Masonic pentru Lojile din Rotterdam este in limba
olandeza.

Am participat de doua ori pana acum la inaugura-
rea Anului Masonic in Biserica Sfantul Laurentiu.
A fost magnific. Ceremonia a fost in olandeza, iar at-
mosfera solemna si placuta. Am avut ocazia sa intal-
nesc multi Frati din alte Loji din Rotterdam, dar si din
locuri indepartate. Marele Maestru care 1i conducea
pe Marii Ofiteri ai Marelui Orient al Olandei ne-a ono-
rat si el cu prezenta.

Inaugurarea Anului Masonic marcheaza Inceputul
noului an pentru toate Lojile din Olanda, deci si pentru
cele din Rotterdam, reludndu-se tinutele si lucrarile
rituale atat in Lojile olandeze, cat si in Loja de Instruc-
tie a noastra, dupa doua luni de pauza peste vara.

Ne asteptam ca majoritatea Fratilor din Loja Con-
cord si participe. Insd nu numai din Loja noastr3, ci
si Frati din Lojile din Rotterdam, din Loji din restul
tarii si probabil si din alte tari, Intrucat Loja Concord
este vizitata deseori de Frati din strainatate. Am dema-
rat deja pregatirile, incepand prin a rezerva locatia.
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work year 2024-2025

My thoughts on the coming opening of the
Rotterdam Masonic Lodges work year for 2024-2025,
are somewhat exciting for me since Lodge Concord

No. 134 will be the leading Lodge
in hosting and organising it. I also
feel humble to lead the opening as
the current Worshipful Master of
our Lodge. This is not the first time
for Lodge Concord to host and
organise the opening of the work
year. In past years, according to our
records it was performed by our
Masters in 1993 (Ivo Schuilwerve),
2001 (Frank Darbyshire), and 2009
(Anne Brouwer).

[tis not an easy task to organise
such an occasion as this. A lot of
preparations are required: finding
a suitable venue, setting it up to
make it appropriate for the occa-
sion, sending invitations and prac-

tising the ritual to be used during the ceremony. We
are proposing to have it in English as our ritual in
Lodge Concord uses Emulation, while traditionally
the ritual used for the Rotterdam Lodges opening of
the work year is in Dutch.

I have twice in the past attended the opening of
the Rotterdam Masonic Lodges work year in the St
Laurens Church. It was magnificent. The ceremony
was in Dutch, and the atmosphere was solemn and
pleasant. [ had an opportunity to meet a lot of Breth-
ren from other Lodges in Rotterdam and from other
faraway places. The Grand Master leading the Grand
Officers of the Grand East of the Netherlands was also
present to grace the occasion.

The opening of the Masonic work year marks the
start of open lodge meetings, degree ritual works in all
Dutch Lodges, also in our Lodge of Instruction, after
two months of summer break.

We are expecting that the majority of Brethren
from Lodge Concord will be in attendance. Not only
from our Lodge but also the Brethren from the Rot-
terdam Lodges, from other Lodges in the country and
probably from another countries as Lodge Concord
is often visited by Brethren from foreign countries.



Am creat cate un subcomitet pentru fiecare sarcing,
cum ar fi decorarea spatiului, transport, invitatii, ri-
tual si altele asemenea. Mai avem la dispozitie cateva
luni sa ne pregatim si am incredere ca putem duce la
bun sfarsit ce ne-am angajat sa facem, Loja noastra
gazduind inaugurarea Anului Masonic, pe 7 septem-
brie, In Biserica Arminius. Sunteti bineveniti sa parti-
cipati si sa vedeti cu ochii vostri. Va multumesc.

PE FRATII MEI MASONI il CONSIDER
FAMILIA MEA

Am fost singur la parinti, nu am avut frati. Am

crescut singur intr-o familie catolica stricta si credin-
cioasi. In copildrie mi-am spus ci intr-o buni zi voi
deveni independent, gata sa stau pe propriile picioare
si sa infrunt tot ce Imi iesea in cale. M-am dedicat
activitatilor in aer liber ca sa ma
calesc de la o varsta frageda.
M-am inscris la Cercetasi cand
eram In scoala primara si am
avut prima experienta departe
de familie Intr-o tabara, alaturi
de colegii mei Cercetasi.

In timpul facultitii m-am in-
scris in mai multe organizatii,
una dintre ele fiind Corpul de
pregdtire al ofiterilor in rezerva.

Eram deja ofiter cadet cand am

intalnit prima oara Echerul si

Compasul (doi dintre fostii mei

Comandanti de Cadeti erau mem-

bri ai Breslei) si am aflat de la

colegii mei ca acestea erau sim-

bolul Francmasoneriei, nu - asa

cum crezusem - un simbol pro-

fesional al inginerilor. Apoi am

absolvit si m-am inrolat in politie. Din nou am intal-
nit aceste simboluri, pe inelele sau autocolantele de
pe masinile fostilor comandanti din politie, lucru care
mi-a starnit curiozitatea sa aflu despre ce era vorba.
Am studiat ce era simbolul acela si cum sda devin
parte din organizatia care avea acel simbol. Timp de,
sa spunem, peste doudzeci de ani am incercat sa-mi
dau seama cum sd ma alitur Craftului. In 2015 am
devenit in sfarsit membru al celei mai prestigioase,
ilustre si generoase organizatii de pe planeta, Franc-
masoneria.

Fratii mei Francmasoni au devenit familia mea.
Legatura stabilita a devenit mai puternica odata cu
trecerea timpului. Acum, fiind de noua ani membru al
Breslei, legatura cu Fratii mei Masoni devine tot mai
profunda si mai puternica. Ti numesc si fi consider
familia mea.
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We are now already starting the preparation, with
the reservation of the venue. We have a subcommit-
tee for the different tasks such as venue and decora-
tions, transportation, invitations, ritual and any
other such tasks for this occasion.

We still have a few months to prepare and I am
confident that we can complete what we set out to do,
our Lodge hosting the Opening of the Masonic Year on
September 7% in the Arminius Church. You are wel-
come to attend and witness for yourself. Thank you.

MY MASONIC BRETHREN
I CALL MY FAMILY

[ was born an only child with no siblings; I grew up
alone in a strict and devout Catholic family. While I was
growing up, I told myself that I will become indepen-

dent someday, ready to stand
alone facing all the odds that will
come my way. [ immersed myself
in outdoor activities, to make
myself tough starting from a
young age. [ joined the Scouts
when [ was in elementary school
and had my first experience
away from home at a camp with
my fellow Scouts.

During my collegiate year I
joined several organisations and
one of them was the Reserve Offi-
cer Training Corps (ROTC), and
I was an advanced cadet officer
when [ first encountered the
Square and Compass symbol (two
of my previous Commandants of
Cadets were members of the
Craft) and I heard from my co-ca-

dets that it is the symbol of Freemasonry, and not, as
I thought, a professional engineering symbol. Then
[ graduated and joined the police force. I again encoun-
tered the same symbols as the rings and car decals with
all my previous commanders in the police force, which
made me curious about what it was all about. I was
contemplating what that symbol was and how to be-
come a part of it. For let’s say more than 20 years I tried
to figure out how to join. In the year 2015 I finally be-
came a member of the most prestigious, illustrious, and
benevolent organisation on the planet, Freemasonry.

My Freemason Brethren became my family. The
bonding that was established became stronger each
day. Now that [ am in my 9% year as a member of
the Craft, the bond with my Masonic Brethren is
getting deeper and stronger as I call and consider
them my family. ®
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ANNE BROUWER | PM and WM of Honour, Lodge CONCORD No. 134, Grand East of Netherlands

Inaugurarea
Anului Masonic la Rotterdam

Dupa Al Doilea Razboi Mondial, Lojile din Rotter-
dam au fost convinse ca numai lucrand impreuna
puteau contribui intr-un mod semnificativ la viata
orasului nostru, iar ca sa-si exprime aceasta credinta
au hotarat sa inaugureze fiecare An Masonic impreu-
ng, fiecare Loja prezidand pe rand
ceremonia. Acum, 75 de ani mai
tarziu, ele inca fac acest lucru, iar
in 2024 Maestrul Venerabil al
Lojii Concord Nr. 134 va avea
onoarea de a conduce aceasta ti-
nutd importanta. Loja a luat intot-
deauna foarte in serios aceasta
raspundere, iar celelalte dati cand
am condus ceremoniile au fost in
septembrie 1939 (Ivo Schuilwerve),

2001 (Frank Darbyshire) si 2009
(Anne Brouwer).

Revista ,Forum Masonic” m-a
rugat sa Impartasesc cateva amin-
tiri de la ultima ocazie si ma simt
privilegiat sa o fac, desi cu oare-
care emotie, pentru ca a trecut
ceva timp de atunci.

Dati-mi voie sa incep printr-un mic anunt: sambat3,
7 septembrie 2024, la ora 19:30, Anul Masonic la
Rotterdam va fi deschis de Loja Concord in Biserica
Arminius. Fratii vizitatori sunt bineveniti.

in urmi cu cincisprezece ani, in 2009, tinuta a
avut loc In stranele bisericii principale din oras,
Sf. Laurentiu, construita In Evul Mediu. Biserica este
scumpa si toate Lojile participante au contribuit la
acoperirea costurilor de inchiriere. Are trei orgi,
marea orga Marcussen - la vest, orga din transept -
la sud-vest si o orga de cor - spre est.

Dupa deschidere, ritualul este alcatuit in mod
normal dintr-o prezentare a patentelor Lojilor, o sec-
tiune ritualicd despre Piatra mistica - alaturi de
citirea Stravechilor Indatoriri - urmati de un discurs
tinut de Orator, formarea Lantului Fratesc, o pre-
legere a unui Frate tanar si incheierea, totul acom-
paniat de muzica.

Nu e usor ca Loja Concord sa urmeze acest model,
noi cantam Tnainte de deschidere si dupa incheiere,
lucram fara discursuri libere sustinute de un Orator
si lucram in limba engleza. Asadar, am creat un ritual
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Opening of the Masonic
work year in Rotterdam

After World War II the Rotterdam Lodges were
convinced that only by working together they could
meaningfully contribute to the life in our City, and
to give expression to this belief they decided to open
each work year together, each Lodge chairing in its

turn. Now, some 75 years later,
they are still doing so, and it is
expected that in this year 2024
the Presiding Master of Lodge
Concord No. 134 will have the
honour to chair this important
meeting. The Lodge has always
taken this responsibility seri-
ously, and the last recorded dates
we performed, were September
1993 (Ivo Schuilwerve), 2001
(Frank Darbyshire) and 2009
(Anne Brouwer).

Masonic Forum Magazine has
asked me to share some remem-
brance of the last occasion, and
[ feel privileged to do so, even if
with some trepidation, for it is
some time past.

Let me first start with a little announcement: On
Saturday September 7" 2024 at 19:30 the Rotter-
dam work year will be opened by Lodge Concord
in the Arminius Church. Visiting Brethren are very
welcome.

Arminius Church
https://rotterdammakeithappen.nl/en/media-objects/9993/



in care am pastrat ce era compatibil cu Emulation
si am profitat din plin de ceea ne-au oferit locatia si
ritualul.

Ritualul s-a desfasurat, ca de obicei, In strana
bisericii, care poate gazdui cu usurinta 200 de per-
soane. In seara aceea au fost cam 150 de Frati.

Descoperiseram ca Hayo Boerema, organistul titu-
lar al Bisericii Sf. Laurentiu, a acceptat sa se ocupe
de partea muzicald. Asadar, am intrat si am iesit din
edificiu pe Preludiul si Fuga in Fa Minor BWV 534
cantata la orga mare, ascultata Tnainte de Schmiicke
dich o liebe Seele BWV 654 cantatd la orga din transept
pentru Lantul Fratesc, In vreme ce Oda de Deschidere
si Incheiere au fost acompaniate la orga corului, intr-o
interpretare pe care n-o mai auzisem niciodata. Parca
te aflai intr-o oaza de apa limpede.

In Loja Concord il avem pe Fratele Marco van der
Linden, unul dintre cei mai mari ritualisti ai Ordinului.
Marco a tradus Plansa Gradului Intai in olandezi si a
explicat-o Intr-o prezentare uluitoare de 20 de minu-
te, fara notite. Fiecare Frate a primit o reproducere
format A5 a Plansei asa cum a fost ea pictata de Harris
pentru Loja Emulation, astfel ca le-a fost usor sa ur-
madreasca explicatiile. Reproducerea fusese fotogra-
fiata si multiplicata de 250 de ori de catre Fratele
Mehmey Saydam. Din cate stiu eu mai exista un singur
exemplar, care a apartinut regretatului Frate Arnold
Daane. In seara aceea Arnold a fost un fel de super-
maestru de ceremonii, datorie de care s-a achitat
exceptional.

De organizare s-au ocupat 17 Frati din Loja
Concord, dintre care numai 5 locuiau la Rotterdam,
restul fiind de peste tot din Olanda si chiar din stra-
inatate. Cinci sute de invitatii scrise au fost distri-
buite prin posta - asa era pe vremea aceea.
Ceremonia a inceput la timp si am incheiat in exact

Marcussen Organ in St. Laurens Church
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Organ_in_St._Lawrence_
Church_%2816088512927%29.jpg
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St. Laurens Church
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/User:Suicasmo/Benelux

Fifteen years ago, in 2009, this was done in the
choir of the main church, the medieval St. Laurens.
That church is expensive, and all partaking Lodges
contributed to the costs. The Church has 3 organs, the
great Marcussen organ in the West, the transept organ
in the South-West and a choir organ, in the East.

The ritual normally consists, after the opening,
of a statement of the Constitution letters of the
Lodges, a ritual section about the mystical Stone
with reading of the Old Charges, followed by a dis-
course by the Orator, formation of the Brother Chain,
delivery of the Lecture by a young Brother, and
closure, the whole being illustrated by music.

[t is not easy for Concord to follow this pattern, we
sing before opening and after closure, we work with-
out free speeches by an Orator, and we work in Eng-
lish. So, we created a ritual in which we kept what
was compatible with Emulation, and capitalized on
opportunities offered by both Church and Lodge.

The ritual was conducted, as usual, in the choir of
the Church which easily accomodates 200 persons.
That evening there were some 150 Brethren.

We had found the titular organist of the St. Laurens,
Hayo Boerema, prepared to take care of the musical
part. So, we were let in and out with Bach’s Preludium
and Fugue in f BWV 534 on the great organ, heard
before the Brother Chain Schmiicke dich o liebe Seele
BWYV 654 on the transept organ, whilst the Opening
and Closing Ode were accompanied on the choir organ
in a registration which I had never heard before. As
if you were standing in clear water.

In Concord Lodge we have Brother Marco van der
Linden, one of the greatest ritualists of the Order.



Transept Organ in St. Laurens Church
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File: Transept_organ_of Sint_
Laurenskerk,_Rotterdam.jpg

90 de minute. Festivitatile ulterioare s-au desfasurat
in cladirea Oostmaaslaan.

Probabil ca intregul eveniment a fost considerat
strict decent. Nu am auzit plangeri, nici multe re-
marci spontane despre cat de grozav a fost, mai
putin In legatura cu explicatia despre Plansa - aceea
a fost foarte laudata. Probabil ca anul acesta vom
desfasura partile principale ale ceremoniei in limba
englezd, momentul pare potrivit, insa raméane de
vazut. Va asteptam cu bratele deschise sa veniti si sa
asistati, in Biserica Arminius, in data de 7 septembrie.

Marco had translated the first Degree Tracing Board
in Dutch and delivered the explanation in a striking
performance in some 20 minutes, all by heart. Each
Brother had been handed a A5 reproduction of the
Tracing Board as painted by Harris for the Emulation
Lodge, so it was easy for them to follow the explana-
tion. The reproduction had been photographed and
multiplied 250 x by Brother Mehmet Saydam. To the
best of my knowledge one copy is still remaining, that
which had belonged to the late Brother Arnold Daane.
Arnold was that evening a kind of super-Director of
Ceremonies, which he did with his usual panache.

The organisation had been in the hands of
17 Brethren of Concord, only 5 were living in Rot-
terdam, the rest were from all over the Netherlands,
and even abroad. Five hundred (500) written invita-
tions had been distributed by snail mail, it was still
in the old days. The Ceremony started in time and
we were through in exactly 90 minutes. There were
afterproceedings in the Building Oostmaaslaan.

Probably the whole was considered just decent.
I heard no complaints, nor many spontaneous re-
marks how fantastic it was, with exception of the
Tracing Board Explanation: that was highly praised.
Probably we will do this year the main parts of the
Ceremony in English, the time seems ripe, but that is
music for the future. You are very welcome to come
and see, in the Arminius, on September 7%. m

SHRINE IN MEMORY OF OUR BRO. ARNOLD DAANE
(Oostmaaslaan 950, Rotterdam)
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In Memoriam Liviu Gherghin

L-am cunoscut pe Liviu Gherghin in anul 2009,
dupad ce a devenit maestru mason. Ne-am imprie-
tenit foarte repede. Impresionat de Forum Masonic,
Liviu s-a oferit sd mad ajute fdacand fotografii pen-
tru revistd. Md bucur sa spun
cd unele dintre pozele impor-
tante ale mele, aldaturi de
Mari Maestri de pe Glob, facu-
te la Bucuresti, i le datorez lui
Liviu.

El punea suflet in tot ce
fdcea, fie ca participa la acti-
uni de voluntariat, cum ar fi
plantarea de copaci, fie ca sus-
tinea studenti de top angajan-
du-i la cabinetul Iui notarial,
fie cd ajuta un copil al strazii
sau era preocupat sd organize-
ze un concert caritabil pentru
ca Sectia de Muzica a Scolii
Gimnaziale I.G. Duca din Petro-
sani sd poatd achizitiona un pian de concert pen-
tru copii. A fost membru fondator al Lojii care a
sustinut (si o face in continuare) "Premiile Iancu de
Hunedoara”, eveniment care se realizeazd impreu-
nd cu Universitatea de Vest din Timisoara si Inspec-
toratul Judetean Scolar Hunedoara si unde elevii
merituosi primesc burse si premii de excelentd.

In memoria lui, familia impreund cu un grup de
prieteni organizeaza anual o Gald a Excelentei, in
care cei mai valorosi tineri ai Vadii Jiului sunt lau-
reati ai unor consistente premii ce poartd numele
lui Liviu Gherghin.

Uniunea Nationald a Notarilor Publici din
Romdnia a editat, in 2022, o carte numitd "Un
atlas al faptelor bune”. Voi reproduce doar cdteva
fragmente despre fratele meu trecut, cu mult ina-
inte de vreme, la Orientul Etern. (C.1.)

,Cei mai multi oameni ai Vaii Jiului I-au cunoscut
pe Liviu Gherghin prin prisma activitatii sale profe-
sionale, aceea de notar public, demn urmas al tatalui
sau 1n aceastd activitate, cautand de fiecare data sa
vind in sprijinul celor care aveau nevoie de servicii
notariale.

Multi Ins3, au avut sansa si bucuria de a-1 cunoaste
pe Liviu Gherghin din postura sa de om cu adevarat
implicat In viata cetatii, de om pasionat de tot ceea ce
inseamna ,belle-arte” sau chiar in postura de prieten

I met Liviu Gherghin in 2009, after he was raised
to Master Mason. We became friends very quickly.
Impressed by the Masonic Forum, Liviu offered to
help me by shooting photos for the magazine. I am

happy to say that I owe to Liviu
some of my important pictures
taken in Bucharest, alongside
Grand Masters from around the
world.

He put his heart in every-
thing he did, be it volunteer-
ing, planting trees, supporting
top students by employing
them in his notary office, help-
ing a homeless child or organ-
izing a charity concert so that
the Music department of the
“I. G. Duca” Secondary School
could acquire a concert piano
for the children. He was a
founding member of the

Lodge that has supported (and still supports)
the “lancu de Hunedoara” Prize, an event or-
ganized together with the West University of
Timisoara and the Hunedoara County School
Inspectorate that rewards deserving students
with scholarships and prizes for excellence.

In his memory, his family and a group of
friends organize each year a Gala for Excellency,
where young people from Valea Jiului with the
best academic performance are awarded consist-
ent prizes bearing Liviu Gherghin’s name.

In 2022, the Union of Public Notaries of
Romania published a book titled "Un atlas al
faptelor bune” ("An Atlas of Good Deeds"). I will
reprint some passages about my late Brother,
gone much too early to the Eternal Orient. (C.I.)

“Most of the people from Valea Jiului knew Liviu
Gherghin through his profession as notary, worthy
successor of his father in this activity, always seeking
to support those who needed his services.

Many, however, had the opportunity and joy of
knowing Liviu Gherghin as a human being truly in-
volved in the life of the local community, as a man
with a passion for everything fine arts, or even as
a loyal friend. And those of us who knew Liviu
Gherghin in this way know how precious his presence
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devotat. lar cei care l-au cunoscut astfel pe Liviu
Gherghin stiu cat de pretioasa era prezenta lui in
randul nostruy, in randul Intregii comunitati si, poate,
tocmai de aceea pierderea lui este una care nu doar
socheaza, ci intristeaza atat de multi oameni.

Noi, cei care-l cunoastem, eram obisnuiti sa-1 in-
talnim pe acest distins intelectual peste tot unde
se intampla ceva memorabil: la expozitii, in salile de
spectacol, in biserici sau in pelerinaje cu relevanta
istorica si patrioticd, la evenimentele publice majore
sau, pur si simplu, la cafenea. Liviu era prezent peste
tot unde era... viatd! Pentru ca Liviu Gherghin era el
insusi un om plin de viata!

Fara indoiala, multora dintre noi ne va fi mai greu
fara prezenta in preajma noastra a acestui om de o
vitalitate impresionanta, de o prietenie sincera si de
o sinceritate absoluta. Vom invata insa sa-l1 pretuim
pe Liviu Gherghin prin ceea ce a lasat in urma sa, vom
pretui memoria unui om demn, a unui om corect,
a unui om sincer, a unui om sensibil, a unui om cult,
a unui mare patriot, iubitor de neam si tara. Vom
pretui, In esentd, un OM In cel mai relevant sens al
cuvantului. De aceea, nu ne vom lua ramas-bun de la
Liviu, pentru ca stim c3, indiferent ce misiune i va
da Dumnezeu in Imparatia Sa, Liviu Gherghin va ra-
mane pe mai departe langa noi, calauzindu-ne pasii
catre acea lume in care, asa cum deseori spunea, cele
mai importante sentimente sunt prietenia si omenia!
Vesnica amintire, Liviu Gherghin!”

k k%

»Tumultul vietii cotidiene, timpul care pare ca se
comprimd ne Impiedica sa fim aproape de semenii
nostri atat de mult precum am dori. Faptul ca notarul
Liviu Gherghin a fost declarat ,Cetatean de Onoare al
Municipiului Petrosani” reprezinta o recunoastere a
valorii sale de om, spune primarul Tiberiu lacob-Ridzi.

(..) Liviu Gherghin a fost ROMANUL adevirat, in
cea mai autentica forma a sa, OMUL care a pastrat
Patria si Tricolorul in sufletul sau si nu a uitat nici-
cand de bunatate, de caritate ori de valorile morale,
indiferent de vremuri.

A fost un om ce a trait dupa valorile traditionale ale
neamului nostruy, fiind un adevarat patriot, care si-a iu-
bit tara, semenii, istoria, cultura si a insuflat, totodats,
celor din comunitatea noastra, pasiunea pentru istoria
locurilor natale, dar si iubirea de neam si tara.

De-a lungul existentei sale, s-a implicat Intr-o serie
de actiuni culturale si a sustinut diverse proiecte sau
institutii de cultura din municipiul Petrosani. Era un
izvor nesecat de initiative, fiind mereu acolo unde era
nevoie de sprijin, fie ca vorbim despre artd, cultura
sau viata sociala si asta intr-un mod atat de firesc, fara
sa incerce sa profite in vreun fel de pe urma acestor
actiuni.
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was among us, in the entire community and maybe
that is why his loss comes not only as a shock, but also
saddens so many people.

We who knew him were used to meeting this distin-
guished intellectual anywhere something memorable
was happening: exhibitions, performance venues,
churches or historically and patriotically relevant pil-
grimages, major public events - or simply inside a
coffeehouse. Liviu was there wherever there was... life!
Because Liviu Gherghin himself was a man full of life.

Without a doubt, for most of us it will be harder
without the presence of this man of impressive vital-
ity, honest friendship and absolute sincerity. We will,
however, learn to appreciate Liviu Gherghin by what
he has left behind, we will cherish the memory of
a dignified man, a righteous man, an honest man,
a sensitive man, a cultured man, a great patriot who
loved his nation and his country. We will cherish, in
essence, a HUMAN BEING in the most relevant sense
of the phrase. That is why we will not bid Liviu good-
bye, because we know that, whatever mission God
will give him in His Kingdom, Liviu Gherghin will re-
main close to us, guiding our footsteps towards that
world where, as he so often used to say, the most
important feelings are friendship and kindness.
Eternal memory, Liviu Gherghin!”

) 3k 3k

“The turmoil of everyday life and time that
appears to condense prevent us from being as close
to our fellow human beings as we would like to be.
The fact that bailiff Liviu Gherghin was named
«Citizen of Honor of the Petrosani Municipality» is
an acknowledgment of his value as a human being,
says mayor Tiberiu lacob-Ridzi.

(...) Liviu Gherghin was THE true ROMANIAN, in
his most authentic form, the MAN who kept the
Country and the Flag in his soul and never forgot
about kindness, charity and moral values, no matter
the times he lived in.

He was a man who lived by our nation’s tradition-
al values. He was a true patriot who loved his coun-
try, his countrymen, its history, its culture and who,
at the same time, instilled in the members of our
community a passion for the history of our native
places, but also a love of nation and country.

In his life he was involved in a series of cultural
actions and supported various cultural projects or
institutions from Petrosani municipality. He was an
unending source of initiatives, always there when
there was a need for support, be it in arts, culture or
social life, and in such a natural manner, not trying
to draw any personal benefit from his actions.

Our paths crossed so many times, especially during
charitable actions, and I have always appreciated his



Ne-am intersectat pasii de atitea ori, mai ales in
cadrul unor actiuni caritabile, si mereu am apreciat
modestia, daruirea sa, dragostea fata de semeni, patrie,
dar si credinta. Credinta in Dumnezeu si, deopotriva,
credinta ca niciun efort nu este in zadar si ca, Tm-
preund, noi toti putem sa construim o lume mai buna!

A iubit cu intreaga sa fiinta comunitatea in care s-a
nascut si a trait si a incercat sa 1i ajute pe toti cei aflati
in dificultate, iar multitudinea de actiuni caritabile pe
care le-a initiat sau la care a contribuit stau marturie.

Pentru tot ceea ce a reprezentat pentru municipiul
Petrosani, pentru intreaga sa activitate si pentru me-
ritele deosebite pe care le-a avut in viata comunitatii
locale, din anul 2020 Liviu Gherghin este Cetatean de
Onoare post-mortem al urbei noastre.

Din pacate, prin disparitia sa prematura, munici-
piul Petrosani este mai sarac spiritual, iar trecerea lui
Liviu Gherghin la cele vesnice a lasat un gol de ne-
inlocuit in sufletele si in inimile noastre, ale tuturor.”

k k%

,Fara a fi ostentativ, Liviu era crestin. Avea convin-
gerea ca nu poti fi deplin roman fara a fi si crestin
ortodox. Ultimul mesaj pe care l-am primit de la Liviu
Gherghin, cu cca doud saptamani inainte sa aflam de
tragica lui disparitie, a fost scurt si foarte sugestiv:
,In veci ortodox!” Sunt convins ci nu sunt singurul
caruia i-a trimis acest mesaj si, de asemenea, sunt
convins ca toti cei care l-am primit, ar trebui sa-1
vedem ca pe un salut de dincolo de pragul ,Marii
Treceri” si ca pe o ultima dorinta prin care romanul
si crestinul Liviu Gherghin ne cerea sa nu-1 uitam in
rugdciunile si in pomelnicele noastre.

De mic copil, am fost crescut si educat in spiritul
dragostei de tara si de traditiile romanesti. Am stiut
povestea lui Mihai Viteazul si a lui Baba Novac inainte
de a afla povestea ,Alba ca zapada si cei sapte pitici”.
M-am considerat, in consecintd, un patriot si m-am
mandrit intotdeauna ca sunt roman, ca fac parte din
acest popor, cu bunele si cu relele lui.

Dupa ce l-am cunoscut pe Liviu Gherghin, 1nsa,
am avut o mare dilema: daca ma pot considera
patriot cu adevarat! La primul lui discurs pe care eu
l-am ascultat, prima impresie a fost ca nu vad bine:
pe Liviu Gherghin l-au pornit lacrimile cand a pome-
nit numele Romania! Apoi m-am gandit cd a fost
vorba de o slabiciune de moment. Colaborarea mea
ulterioara cu el m-a ajutat sa aflu adevarul: fara ex-
ceptie, In toate discursurile lui, Liviu Gherghin nu
putea pronunta numele tarii lui fara sa i se puna un
,nod in gat” si sa-1 porneasca lacrimile!

Ceea ce cred ca se cheama dragoste de tara pana
la durerea fizica, si chiar dincolo de ea, caci a-ti iubi
tara transcede vremelnicia!” (Dorel Schiopu, secretar
executiv al Filialei Judetene Hunedoara a Asociatiei
Nationale Cultul Eroilor ,,Regina Maria”)
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modesty, his dedication, his love for his fellow man,
for his country, but also his faith. Faith in God and, at
the same time, a belief that no effort is in vain and
that together we can all build a new world together!

He loved the community he was born and lived in
with all his heart and tried to help everyone in need,
and the numerous charitable actions he initiated or
contributed to stand testimony for this.

For all he represented for the Petrosani Munici-
pality, for his entire activity and for his extraordinary
merits in the life of the local community, Liviu
Gherghin has been a post-mortem Citizen of Honor
of our city.

Sadly, through his premature demise, the Petrosani
Municipality is left spiritually poorer, and the passing
of Liviu Gherghin has left an irreplaceable void in all
our hearts and souls.”

* % %

“Without being ostentatious, Liviu was a Chris-
tian. He had this belief that you can’t be truly
Romanian without being a Christian-Orthodox. The
last message I received from Liviu Gherghin, about
two weeks before hearing about his tragic passing,
was short and very suggestive: «Forever an Ortho-
dox!» I am convinced that I'm not the only one who
was touched by this message and I'm also convinced
that all of us who received it should consider it a
greeting from the other side of the «Great Passing»
and as a last wish through which the Romanian and
Christian Liviu Gherghin was asking us to not forget
him in our prayers.

Since I was a child I have been raised and
educated in the spirit of love of country and Romani-
an traditions. [ knew the story of Michael the Brave
and Baba Novac before finding «Snow White and the
Seven Dwarves». | have considered myself, therefore,
a patriot, and I have always prided myself with being
a Romanian, with being part of this nation, taking the
good with the bad.

But after [ met Liviu Gherghin I was left facing a
huge dilemma: could I consider myself a true patriot?
During his first speech that I ever heard, I thought
[ didn't see right: Liviu Gherghin burst into tears
when he said the name «Romania»! Then I thought it
must have been a moment’s weakness. My later
collaboration with him helped me find out the truth:
in all his speeches, without exception, Liviu Gherghin
couldn’t say his country’s name without a lump in his
throat and bursting into tears.

This, 1 believe, is called love for your country
taken to the level of physical pain, and even beyond,
because love of country transcends eternity.” (Dorel
Schiopu, executive secretary of the National Association
of the Cult of Heroes “Regina Maria’, Hunedoara
County Branch)
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Relatia Francmasoneriei
cu religia

Pe 17 februarie 1981, Congregatia Vaticanului
pentru Doctrina Credintei Bisericii Romano-Catolice
si-a reafirmat interdictia veche de secole ca membrii
ei sa se afilieze Francmasoneriei,
amenintandu-i cu excomunicarea.

Cum era si de asteptat, fraterni-

tatea a reactionat cu ingrijorare
si consternare. Fara indoiala ca
aceasta reafirmare ar fi avut un
efect asupra Breslei daca ar fi fost
pusa in aplicare, mai ales asupra
actualilor nostri membri catolici.
Ins3 e greu de crezut ci ar fi produs
un efect de lungi durata. In ianua-
rie 1982, Biserica Romano-Catolica
si-a revizuit masiv Codul Canonic.
Codul din 1917 a fost inlocuit, iar
schimbadrile au intrat In vigoare In
27 noiembrie 1983. Din a sasea
carte a Codului a fost eliminata in-
terdicitia in ceea ce priveste fra-
ternitatea noastra.

Nu avem cum sa stabilim ce efect a avut Bula Papala
asupra Francmasoneriei in ultimii 245 de ani, dar
istoria ne spune ca Breasla noastra a inflorit in ciuda
ei. As merge chiar pana acolo Incat sa spun ca actualele
tendinte protestante reprezintd o amenintare mult
mai mare pentru Francmasonerie, dar nu am ardtat
ca am fi Ingrijorati.

Daca vi s-ar spune sa concepeti o organizatie care
sa puna accentul pe religie si s-o sprijine ati putea
sa concepeti ceva mai bun decat Francmasoneria?
Daca ati incerca sa dezvoltati o filosofie care sa pro-
moveze ideea de fraternitate a tuturor oamenilor,
credeti ca ati veni cu ceva mai bun decat filosofia
Craftului?

in poemul ,Repararea zidului”, batranul fermier al
lui Robert Frost spune:

Cand un gard vreau sd fac, mie-mi place sd stiu

Si pe cine-as putea pdgubi, nefdcdndu-L

EXxistd ceva ce nu suportd ziduri

Si le vrea ddardamate.

Poate ar trebui sa descoperim pe cine ar putea
pagubi Biserica nefacand gardul. Mi se pare ca e vor-
ba despre incercarea de a zidi libertatea de gandire si
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Freemasonry’s
relationship with religion

On February 17, 1981, the Vatican’s Congregation
for the Doctrine of the Faith of the Roman Catholic
Church reaffirmed its centuries-old ban against its

membership affiliating with Free-
masonry, and imposed the threat
of excommunication.

As would be expected the fra-
ternity reacted with some alarm
and consternation. Undoubtedly,
this reaffirmation would have cre-
ated some effect upon the Craft
had it been enforced, especially
upon our present Catholic mem-
bers. It was doubtful, however,
that it would have produced any
pronounced long-lasting effect. In
January 1982, the Roman Catholic
Church broadly revised its Code of
Canon Law. The revision replaced
the 1917 Code and went into ef-
fect on November 27, 1983. In the
sixth book of the Code, the prohi-

bition against joining our fraternity has been deleted.

There is no way of determining what effect the
initial Papal Bull has had on Freemasonry for the past
245 years but history relates that the Craft has flour-
ished in spite of it. I would suggest that the current
Protestant trends pose a far greater threat to Free-
masonry, yet we have shown a little alarm.

If you were asked to design an organization that
would emphasize and reinforce support of religion,
could you design anything superior to Freemasonry?
If you were to try to develop a philosophy that would
promote the concept of the brotherhood of all men,
could you conceivably improve upon the philosophy
of the Craft?

Robert Frost in his poem, “Mending Wall,” has the
old farmer saying:

Before I built a wall I'd ask to know

What I was walling in or walling out,

And to whom I was like to give offence.

Something there is that doesn’t love a wall,

That wants it down.

Perhaps we should seek to find within our churches
what they are walling in or walling out. There appears
to be an attempt to wall out freedom of thought and



alegere, precum si pe membrii ei, ca sa evite orice
influenta ce ar putea veni din afara ei.

Albert Pike a scris ca:

Meritul cel mai important al Francmasoneriei e cd
fi cere candidatului credintd si incredere intr-un
Dumnezeu viu si personal - Providenta binevoitoare
si ocrotitoare, care nu te sminteste dacd te rogi la
ea - si credintd in viata sufletului dupd ce trupul
piere; si asa, Francmasoneria primeste in lojile ei pe
crestinul de orice confesiune, pe evreu, pe musulman,
pe fariseu si 1i uneste prin sfanta legdturd a frdtiei.

Masoneria nu e o religie... Dar Masoneria impdrtd-
seste — si pdstreazd neintinate - principiile de cdpadtai
ale vechii credinte primitive, care se afld la temelia
tuturor religiilor si le strdbate ca un fir rosu.

Oricdrei religii i-ar fi greu sd gdseascd ceva gresit
in preceptele acestea, dar multi lideri crestini conside-
rd cd dacd nu sprijinim numai Crestinismul inseamnd
cd suntem anticrestini. Citez din brosura ,Antihristul”
a Bisericii Luterane: ,Este adevdrat cd Masoneria are
un crez, dar crezul nu este de facturd crestind, prin
urmare este Antihrist.

Nu suntem si nu am putea fi vreodata aparatori
doar ai religiei crestine, ci ai tuturor religiilor care isi
invata credinciosii preceptele despre care am vorbit.
Tocmai din acest motiv am reusit sa cream o fratie
pe care nici o religie nu o poate forma vreodata. Se
spune ca Masoneria e descoperirea lui Dumnezeu
prin practica fratiei, dar promoveaza si fratia dintre
oameni dezvoltand calitatile fratilor. Relatia de natu-
ra religioasa a Masoneriei e incontestabild, dar nu
suntem o religie. Religiile sunt multe; religia e una
singurd. Din acest punct de vedere, Masoneria spri-
jina religia.

A venit de mult momentul sa punem la indoiala
motivele pentru care conducerea bisericii se opune
Francmasoneriei. Atitudinea nu e noud, insa e mult
mai agresiva si patrunzatoare - cel putin in America -
decat in trecut. Stim ca Francmasoneria nu s-a schim-
bat, prin urmare schimbarea trebuie sa fi avut loc la
nivelul conducerii bisericesti.

Francmasoneria nu are nimic cu nici o bisericg,
insa printre clerici exista tot timpul unii care vor sa
monopolizeze contributiile financiare si timpul eno-
riasilor, exprimandu-si dispretul fata de orice organi-
zatie care in opinia lor se afla iIn competitie pentru
aceleasi lucruri.

Cunosteam foarte bine atitudinea antimasonica a
Bisericii Romano-Catolice chiar si inainte sa devin
membru al fraternitatii noastre, iar la scurt timp
dupa aceea am observat ca si unele confesiuni pro-
testante profeseaza acelasi gen de sentimente fata
de noi. Un frate alaturi de care am fost acceptat in
Breasla, am trecut probele si am crescut, un preot

choice, and wall in the membership so as to avoid
influences outside of itself.

Albert Pike wrote:

It is the crowning glory of Freemasonry that, re-
quiring only that a candidate shall believe and put his
trust in a living and personal God, the beneficent and
protecting Providence, to whom it is not folly to pray;
and shall believe the continued existence of the soul
of man after the death of the body, it receives into its
lodges the Christian of every sect, the Hebrew, the
Moslem, the Pharisee and unites them into the holy
bonds of brotherhood.

Masonry is not a religion ... But Masonry teaches,
and has preserved in their purity, the cardinal tenants
of the old primitive faith, which underlie and are the
foundations of all religions.

It would be difficult for any religion to find any-
thing objectionable in these precepts, but many
Christian leaders feel that if we are not a supporter
solely of Christianity, we are anti-Christian. I quote
from the booklet The Antichrist in the Lutheran
Church, “Masonry is acknowledged to have a creed,
but it is not Christian, therefore it is Antichrist.

We are not now and never could be defenders of
only the Christian religion, but of all religions pro-
fessing these precepts. For this very reason, we have
been able to develop a brotherhood that no single
religious faith could ever hope to. Masonry is said to
be the realization of God by the practice of brother-
hood, but it also promotes the brotherhood of man by
developing the manhood of the brother. There can be
no denying the religious relationship of Masonry but
we are not a religion. Religions are many; religion is
one. In this respect, Masonry supports religion.

The time is long past due for us to question the
motive of church leadership who oppose Freemasonry.
[t is not a new attitude. It is, however, far more perva-
sive and vicious, at least in America than it has been in
the past. We know that Freemasonry has not changed;
therefore the change must lie within church leader-
ship.

Freemasonry has no quarrel with any church but
there will always be within the clergy those who de-
sire a monopoly on financial contributions and time
of their parishioners and will express resentment
against any organization which they determine are
competing with them for the fulfillment of this desire.

Even before becoming a member of our fraternity,
[ was well aware of the anti-Masonic attitude taken
by the Roman Catholic Church, and it became evident
shortly thereafter that some Protestant denomina-
tions also profess similar settlements. A brother with
whom I was entered, passed and raised, a minister of
a Protestant denomination was discharged from his
church for his association with Freemasonry.
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dintr-o confesiune protestantd, a fost dat afara din
biserica lui pentru asocierea cu Francmasoneria.

Tendinta nu e de natura recentd, dar pare sa fi luat
avant de curand. In ,Introducere la Francmasonerie
si interpretarea ei” aflam ca ,am simtit de mult ca
sistemul societatilor secrete, avand in frunte Masone-
ria, a provocat in mare masura critica rationalista
negativd a Bibliei, lucru care amenintd sa distruga
biserica lui Hristos.”

Acum nu mai e cazul. Este bine documentata pozitia
Bisericii Luterane Unite de la inceputul anilor '60 cu
privire la afilierea masonica a pastorilor sai. Interdictia
se bazeaza pe articolul VII, paragraful 4 al Constitutiei
Bisericii Luterane a Americii, care spune ca:

Nici o persoand care face parte dintr-o organizatie
care pretinde cd are in invatdturile ei ceea ce Dumne-
zeu a dat doar Bisericii Sale nu va fi hirotonisitd sau
acceptatd sub vreo formd in preotime, iar o persoand
hirotonisitd sau acceptatd in preotime va fi exclusd
imediat din rdndurile Bisericii dacd se aldturd unei
astfel de organizatii. Incdlcarea acestei reguli atrage
dupd sine o pedeapsd disciplinard asupra respectivului
preot.

Si alte biserici protestante au manifestat abordari
antimasonice asemanatoare.

Unii carturari masoni considera ca nu exista nici
o amenintare in prezent, pentru ca regulile i afec-
teaza doar pe preoti, si nu vad sa existe vreo posibili-
tate ca ele sa se extindd si asupra mirenilor. Alti
carturari masoni, care fac parte si din preotime, sunt
de alta parere. Cei care cred ca liderii bisericii nu pot
crea o asemenea forta ar face bine sa nu piarda din
vedere faptul ca In 1738, cand Papa Clement al XII-lea
a emis prima Bula Papala impotriva fraternitatii, un
procent semnificativ din membrii Masoneriei erau
Romano-Catolici.

De ce are aceasta atitudine astdzi indeajuns de
multa influenta Incat sa provoace schimbari majore
in politica Bisericii? Daca schimbarea nu se regaseste
in cadrul fraternitatii, inseamna ca se gaseste in ca-
drul Bisericii. Va propun sa-i analizam mai critic pe
liderii Bisericii si sa ne folosim mai vizibil influenta,
ca pe o forta calauzitoare, Tnainte sa ne pomenim ca
am pierdut capacitatea de a o face. Avem tendinta sa-i
inconjuram pe liderii Bisericii cu o aura de infailibili-
tate tocmai datorita relatiilor lor cu Biserica si sa
acceptam astfel hotarari care ne afecteaza viata si pe
care nu le-am accepta de la vreo alti institutie. Incer-
cati sa va imaginati, de exemplu, ce reactie am avea la
aparitia unui decret guvernamental care sa ne spuna
cd nu avem voie si ne asociem cu fraternitatea. Insi
apararea noastra atunci cand decretul cu pricina vine
din partea Bisericii e, In cel mai bun caz, foarte slaba.

Poate ar fi bine ca liderii Bisericii sa-si dea seama
de posibilitatea ca hotararile lor sa afecteze sustinerea
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This trend is not altogether a recent phenomenon
but it appears to have gained momentum recently. In
the “Introduction of Freemasonry, and Interpreta-
tion,” we find, “we have long since felt that the secret
societies system, with Masonry at its head is respon-
sible in a large measure for the rationalistic negative
criticism of the Bible that is threatening ruin to the
church of Christ.”

This is no longer the situation. It was well docu-
mented in the early nineteen sixties, the position the
United Lutheran Church took in its reorganization
concerning affiliation by its ministers. This restriction
is based upon article VII, section 4 of the Constitution
of the Lutheran Church of America which states:

No person who belongs to any organization which
claims to possess in its teachings and ceremonies that
which the Lord has given solely to his church shall be
ordained or otherwise received into the ministry of this
church, nor shall any person so ordained or received by
this church be retained in its ministry which sub-
sequently joined such an organization. Violation of this
rule shall make such minister subject to discipline.

Other Protestant churches have advanced similar
anti-Masonic overtures.

Some Masonic scholars find no threat present,
because it affects only those in the ministry and they
see no possibility of its encompassing lay members.
Other Masonic scholars who are also ministers of the
church feel otherwise. For those who feel that such a
force could not be created by the leaders of the
church, it would be well not to lose sight of the fact
that in 1738, when Pope Clement XII issued the first
Papal Bull against the fraternity, a large percentage of
its members were Roman Catholics.

Why is this attitude becoming influential enough
today to cause major changes in church policy? If the
change does not lie within the fraternity, it must lie
within the church. I am suggesting that we make a
more critical analysis of our church leaders and use
our influence more substantially as a guiding force,
before we find that we have lost our capability to do
so. We have a tendency to cover our church leaders
with an aura of infallibility because of their very re-
lationship with the church, and thus accept decisions
affecting our lives which we would never accept from
other bodies. Try to visualize, for example, our reac-
tion to a governmental decree telling us that we
could not associate with the fraternity. Yet our de-
fense to just such a decree by the church is at the very
best weak, indeed.

It might be well if our church leaders were to rec-
ognize that there is a possibility that their decisions
may be a factor affecting loss of support and not
outside influences. I am not alone in my resentment
of such actions as antigovernment demonstrations



pe care o primesc, nu influentele externe. Nu sunt
singurul care nu e de acord cu demonstratiile antigu-
vernamentale organizate de cler, care incalca legile
guvernului nostru, si nici cu faptul ca sustin cauze
cdrora noi ne opunem. Contributiile Bisericii la ,Con-
siliul Mondial al Bisericilor” sunt folosite la promova-
rea propagandei antiamericane in tarile Lumii a
Treia. Terorismul e in deplina contradictie si cu filo-
sofia religioasa, si cu cea masonica. Multi au fost ex-
trem de dezamagiti de conducerea bisericilor noastre
si li se pare greu sa le mai sprijine cu buna-credinta.

Dat fiind ca nu sunt nici pe departe singur in pa-
rerile mele, banuiesc cad reactia aceasta a dus la o
pierdere a sustinerii mult mai mare decat e dispusa
Biserica sa recunoasca. Principiile fundamentale ale
Francmasoneriei se opun In mod direct oricaror ac-
tiuni care incalca legile tarii noastre si presupun
sentimente antipatriotice si, de vreme ce i atragem
pe cei care respecta principiile, e firesc ca noi, ca
indivizi, sa ne opunem actiunilor sau hotararilor care
le contrazic.

Obiectia exprimata de Biserica Romano-Catolica si
intr-o oarecare masura de unele confesiuni pro-
testante e aceea ca suntem o societate secreta, iar
biserica e Impotriva societdtilor secrete. Fara indo-
iala, nu suntem o societate secretd. Toti masonii ar
trebui sa stie ca singurele secrete pe care le pastram
sunt anumite parti din ritualurile noastre si mijloa-
cele de recunoastere - Insa chiar si daca am fi o socie-
tate secreta, de ce ar trebui sa starnim opozitie din
partea Bisericii? E Biserica justificatd sa se opuna
oricarei organizatii pe care nu o intelege?

Obiectia cea mai frecventa la adresa Francmasone-
riei e aceea ca s-ar afla In competitie cu Biserica.
Pentru cei care cunosc Francmasoneria, numai ideea
unei asemenea competitii e complet absurda. Maso-
neria nu are nimic Impotriva nici unei biserici, nici
Catolica, nici Protestanta.

Poate ca urmatorul pasaj din brosura ,Antihristul
din Biserica Luterand”, publicata de National Christian
Association, explica mai limpede premisele actualului
conflict:

Cei care au intrat in rdndurile ei [ale Francmasone-
riei] platind cotizatii anuale au fdcut acest lucru in
paguba Bisericii Crestine, cdci pentru a-si pdstra rela-
tiile bune cu aceastd organizatie anticrestind membrii
ei trebuie sd-si pldteascd ddrile aferente si taxe de
initiere ridicate dacd vor sd creascd in rang, ldsdnd
bisericile sd se descurce cum pot mai bine.

In The Moody Monthly, o publicatie a Moody Bible
Institute of Chicago, Francmasoneria e trecuta in
,Catalogul cultelor”. Lista are si un cuvant inainte:
»Caracterul divin al lui Isus Hristos e cel care separa
cu adevarat Crestinismul de un cult.”

in violation of our government laws by the clergy
nor to their championing causes to which we are
opposed.The church’s contributions to the “World
Council of Churches” are being used to promote
anti-American propaganda in third world countries.
Terrorism is an antithesis to both religious and
Masonic philosophies. Many have become greatly
disillusioned with the leadership of our churches
and find it difficult, in good faith, to continue to
support them.

In as much as I am far from alone in my senti-
ments, | would suspect that this reaction carries a
much greater impact of the loss of church support
than they would care to admit. The basic precepts of
Freemasonry are in direct opposition to any actions
in violation of our country’s laws and anti-patriotic
involvement, and whereas we tend to attract those
who follow these precepts, it is only natural that we
as individuals should oppose actions or decisions of
this nature.

The objection expressed by the Roman Catholic
Church and also to a degree by some Protestant
denominations is that we are a secret society, and
the church objects to secret societies. Certainly, we
are not a secret society. All Masons should know that
the only secrets we harbor are some portions of our
ritual and our means of recognition, but even if we
were to fall into this category, why should this factor
generate church opposition. Is it justification enough
for the church to oppose any organization it does not
understand?

The objection most frequently promulgated today
is that Freemasonry is in competition with the
church. For those of us who know Freemasonry, the
very thought of such competition is an absurdity.
Masonry has no quarrel with any church, Protestant
or Catholic.

Perhaps the following excerpt from the booklet,
“The Antichrist in the Lutheran Church,” published
by the National Christian Association relates most
accurately the feelings leading up to our current
conflict:

Those who have joined its [Freemasonry’s] ranks
paying yearly dues, do so to the detriment of the
Christian church, for to remain in good standing in
this anti-Christian organization, the member must
pay the stipulated dues and also the high initiation
fees if he desires to advance, while he permits the
church to worry along as best it can.

The Moody Monthly, a publication of the Moody
Bible Institute of Chicago, has Freemasonry listed in
its “A Catalog of Cults.” The list is prefaced with these
words: “Jesus Christ’s deity is what truly separates
Christianity from a cult.”
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Probabil ca nici o organizatie din lume nu in-
curajeaza sustinerea si devotamentul fata de Biserica
mai mult decat blanda noastra fraternitate, insa ac-
tiunile recente ale clerului fac acest lucru tot mai greu
de realizat.

Obiectiile ridicate de liderii Bisericii trebuie sa-si
aiba originea ori in ignorantd, ori in invidia si resen-
timentul fata de sprijinul pe care fraternitatea a reusit
sa-1 obtind din partea membrilor ei. S-ar putea ca
Biserica sa aiba ceva de invatat de la fraternitatea
noastra. Nici o organizatie nu se poate apropia macar
de anvergura actiunilor filantropice intreprinse de
Francmasonerie. De curand s-a descoperit ca intr-un
singur an, atat cat se poate estima, Francmasoneria
a contribuit la actiuni filantropice cu aproximativ
50% din suma-tinta a Fondului Unit la nivel de tara.

Francmasoneria a rezistat in trecut in fata multor
atacuri si a iesit din lupta cu puterile aproape nestir-
bite. Cel mai dificil moment al miscarii politice anti-
masonice a fost Inceputul secolului al XIX-lea - in
perioada aceea, insa, au existat oameni care sa lupte
si sa se Impotriveasca miscarii.

Ca sa intelegeti mai bine cat de veninoase sunt
atacurile din partea unor lideri ai Bisericii la adresa
fraternitatii, va mai spun un singur citat. E din ultimul
paragraf al unui articol intitulat ,Antihristul in Bise-
rica Luterana”, scris de William Meyer. Spune asa:
,Urasc aceasta Loja secretd, mai ales Masoneria, tarfa
din care au iesit toate lojile, dar sunt cu inima alaturi
de fratele ratacitor care nu l-a auzit vreodata pe pas-
torul lui spunédnd «lata drumul, mergeti pe el .»”

Acest atac direct la adresa Breslei noastre ar tre-
bui sa ne Impinga macar sa ne reevaluam pe noi in-
sine si locul nostru in istorie. Sa nu va indoiti - e un
loc extrem de important. Francmasoneria a atras unii
dintre cei mai mari oameni pe care i-a dat vreodata
lumea, iar acum ne facem griji ca actiunile Conventiei
Baptiste din Sud ar putea afecta 15 milioane dintre
membrii lor, pentru care Francmasoneria a fost unul
dintre cei mai aprigi sustinatori.

Acum un secol, Marea Loja din New York a propus
urmatoarea sinteza a invataturilor Francmasoneriei,
text cunoscut mai tarziu sub denumirea de Crezul
Masonilor:

Masoneria il Invata pe om sa practice filantropia si
bunavointa, sa apere puritatea, sa respecte legaturile
de sange si prietenie, sa adopte principiile religiei si
sa-i respecte oranduirile, sa-si ajute semenii, sa-i in-
drume pe orbi, sa-i ridice pe cei asupriti, sa-i adapos-
teascd pe orfani, sa protejeze Altarul, sa sprijine
guvernul, sa sddeasca moralitatea, sa promoveze in-
vatarea, sa iubeasca omul, sd se teamad de Dumnezeu,
sa-1 ceara milostenia si sa spere la fericire.

E ceva pentru care nu merita sa luptam? Lumea
are nevoie de influenta noastra acum poate mai mult
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There is probably no organization in the world
which encourages more church support and devotion
than our gentle fraternity, but recent actions by the
clergy makes this increasingly difficult to do so.

Objections expressed by church leaders must
either be due to ignorance or envy and resentment
of the support that the fraternity has been able to
generate from its members. It is possible that there
are lessons the church could learn from our fraternity.
There is no organization even approaching in
magnitude the philanthropic work of Freemasonry.
Recently it was revealed that in one year, as nearly
as could be determined, Freemasonry contributed a
sum in dollars for its philanthropic work, equivalent
approximately to 50% of the entire United Fund’s
goal in the nation.

Freemasonry has withstood many assaults in the
past and has emerged with no greatly reduced
strength, the most notable being the anti-Masonic
political movement during the early 19t century.
During this period in our history, however, there
were those who continued to fight and resist this
movement.

To give an insight in how venomous the attacks by
some church leaders against the fraternity are, I give
you one more quote. This is from the last paragraph
of an article titled “The Anti-Christ in the Lutheran
Church” by William Meyer. He says: “I hate this secret
Lodge, especially Masonry, the whore-mother of all
lodges, but my heart goes out to the erring brother,
who has never heard his pastor say to him, ‘this is the
way, walk ye in it.”

If nothing else results from this affront to our
Craft, it should cause us to re-examine ourselves and
our place in history. Make no doubt about it, it is
great. Freemasonry has been an attractive force for
some of the greatest men this world has ever pro-
duced and now we deal with a concern that action
by the Southern Baptist Convention could impact
15 million of their members, for whom Freemasonry
has been one of their greatest supporters.

A century ago, the Grand Lodge of New York pro-
posed the following summary of the teachings of
Freemasonry, later known as the Creed of a Mason:

Masonry teaches man to practice charity and
benevolence, to protect chastity, to respect the ties of
blood and friendship, to adopt the principles and
revere the ordinances of religion, to assist the people,
guide the blind, raise up the downtrodden, shelter the
orphan, guard the Altar, support the government,
inculcate morality, promote learning, love man, fear
God, implore His mercy and hope for happiness.

[s this not worth fighting for? The world needs our
influence as perhaps never before. Let us seek to find



ca niciodata. Haideti sa incercam sa descoperim de ce
bisericile Tnalta ziduri impotriva noastra, ce le inspai-
manta si de ce.

Multi din conducerea noastra considera ca nu e
bine sa intre in dezacord cu liderii bisericii. Dar
haideti sa recunoastem deschis ca nici o religie nu
e dusmanul nostru - doar unii lideri religiosi sunt
dusmanii nostri, iar liderii religiosi nu sunt infaili-
bili. S3 ne amintim ca in Biserica nu Biblia e autori-
tatea supremd In chestiuni ce tin de credinta si
practica. Biserica, nu Cartea, are ultimul cuvant, iar
preotul e purtatorul de cuvant al Bisericii.

Nu ne vom implica in conflicte, dar nu trebuie
sa refuzam sa ne folosim influenta ca sa stabilim
politica bisericilor. Nu putem sta cu mainile-n san
si sa permitem ca potentialii nostri membri sa fie
indepartati fara a incerca sa-i facem pe liderii
Bisericii sa inteleaga ca Francmasoneria si Biserica
sunt compatibile. Nu trebuie sa ramanem pasivi
in timp ce ne e rapita cea mai bogata sursa de
membrii noi. Macar atat le datoram fratilor nostri
din trecut, precum si viitorului maretei noastre
fraternitati.

why our churches are building walls and what they
fear and why.

There are many within the ranks of our leadership
who feel that we should not disagree with church
leadership. But, let us recognize clearly that there is
no religion that is an enemy of ours, there are reli-
gious leaders who are enemies of ours and there is
no infallibility in religious leaders. It must be remem-
bered that in the church, the Bible is not the supreme
authority in matters of religious faith and practice.
The church and not the book has the final say and the
Ministry is the spokesperson of the church.

We will not involve ourselves in quarrels, but we
must not refuse to use our influence as a guiding
factor in establishing church policy. We cannot sit
back and allow our potential membership to be di-
luted without any attempt to generate an under-
standing with church leaders of the compatibility of
Freemasonry and the church. We must not remain
passive while the richest source of future member-
ship is removed from us. We owe this much to our
brethren of the past and to the future of our great
fraternity. m

Excerpt from: Thomas W. Jackson, North American Freemasonry - Idealism & Realism,
Plumbstone, Washington DC, 2019, pp 206-214
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The best copy of Magnha Charta Libertatum (1215)
is displayed in Salisbury Cathedral
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These two cedars were planted during the reign of Queen Elisabeth I Photo credits: MASONIC FORUM Magazine
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Claudiu lonescu
de vorba cu / talking to

GABRIEL CROITORU

Violinist

Ramanand in Romania,
am facut ce trebuia

Astdzi avem un invitat spe-
cial foarte drag sufletului meu,
Maestrul Gabriel Croitoru,
violonist cu o exceptionald ca-
rierd artisticd nationald si in-
ternationald. Este profesor
universitar doctor la Universi-
tatea Nationald de Muzicd din
Bucuresti. La inceputul carierei
a fost laureatul celor mai im-
portante concursuri internatio-
nale devioard: Wieniawski - din
Polonia, Sarasate - din Spania,
Tibor Varga - din Elvetia,
Paganini - din Italia si Fritz Kreisler - din Austria.
Din anul 2008 a cdstigat dreptul sd cdnte pe vioara
care a apartinut lui George Enescu, realizatd de ce-
lebrul lutier Giuseppe Guarneri in anul 1730. Aceastd
vioard, numitd ,Catedrala’, a fost cumpdratd de
Enescu, el preferdand o vioard Guarneri del Gest, nu
una Stradivarius. Gabi, iti multumesc pentru onoarea
pe care ne-o faci acceptdnd sd acorzi acest interviu
pentru FORUM MASONIC.

Iti multumesc pentru invitatie, Claudiu.

Esti printre foarte putinele personalitdti din Romdnia
care nu ascund faptul cd apartin Masoneriei. Te rog sa
ne explici de ce nu ai nici o rezervd in aceastd privintd.

Pentru ca mi se pare ca e un lucru de lauda, nu
unul de rusine, in primul rand. Sa faci parte si sa
apartii unei Fratii din care fac parte - si au facut de-a
lungul istoriei — doar nume celebre, sau in mare par-
te nume celebre, mi se pare ca e un lucru, cum am zis,
de lauda. Sigur, nu pot sa spun despre altii, asa cum
stim cu totii, dar despre mine de ce nu? E adevarat ca
nici nu m-am batut cu caramida in piept, cum se spu-
ne, dar nici nu am ascuns vreodata apartenenta la
Ordin.

O intrebare-cheie, Gabi: ce este Masoneria pentru
tine? Te rog sd ne descrii parcursul tdu masonic.

Datorita Masonieriei am din ce In ce mai mult
ocazia sa cunosc persoane pe care altfel nu le-as fi
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Staying in Romania,
| did what | had to do

Today we have a guest who

is very dear to my heart, Maestro

Gabriel Croitoru, a violinist

with an exceptional national

and international artistic ca-

reer. He is a professor at the

National University of Music

Bucharest. Early on in his ca-

reer he won the most important

international violin contests:

the Wieniawski, in Poland; the

Sarasate, in Spain; the Tibor

Varga, in Switzerland; the

Paganini, in Italy; and the Fritz

Kreisler, in Austria. Since 2008 he has been playing

on the violin that belonged to George Enescu, crafted

by the famous luthier Giuseppe Guarneri in 1730.

This violin, called “The Cathedral’, was bought by

Enescu, who preferred a Guarneri del Gesu violin to

a Stradivarius one. Gabi, thank you for the honour of
accepting this interview for MASONIC FORUM.

Thank you for the invitation, Claudiu.

You are one of the few personalities in Romania
who do not hide the fact that they belong to Freema-
sonry. Please explain to us why you don’t have any
reservations in the matter.

Because it seems to me that first of all it's some-
thing to be proud of, not ashamed of. To be part of
and belong to a Brotherhood that boasts - and has
boasted over the years - only famous names, or
largely famous names, is, I think, something to be
proud of. Of course, I can’t speak for anyone else, as
we all know, but for me - why not? It’s true that
[ haven’t made a big fuss about it, but I never hid the
fact that I belonged to the Order either.

A key-question, Gabi: what is Freemasonry to you?
Please describe your Masonic journey.

Thanks to Freemasonry [ have increasingly had the
opportunity of meeting people who I wouldn’t have
met otherwise, quality people who aren’t in my circle
of acquaintances from the musical field - because



intalnit niciodata, persoane de calitate care nu fac
parte din cercul meu de cunostinte din domeniul
muzical - pentru ca acolo ma manifest. Eu cred ca
pentru fiecare dintre noi faptul ca apartinem acestei
organizatii ne imbunatateste viata, ne face mai buni,
asa cum ar trebui sa fie. Nu e intotdeauna valabil, dar
de cele mai multe ori se potriveste. Cu siguranta afli
lucruri noi si interesante, atata vreme cat esti deschis
si iti place sa te duci acolo. Mie personal mi s-a parut
intotdeauna ca ma duc acolo ca sa aflu lucruri inte-
resante, ma duc cu sufletul deschis, ma intalnesc cu
fratii mei si nu vad nici un fel de opreliste pentru altii
de a face acelasi lucru. Pana la urma, ce facem - ne
invartim in aceeasi sfera de influenta fiecare in dome-
niul nostru de activitate. Masoneria nu face decat sa
ne apropie si sa ne creeze oportunitatea de a ne im-
bunatati sfera de actiune. Am intrat in Masonerie in
2008 - iatd, coincide cu anul in care am castigat
dreptul de a canta pe aceasta vioara minunata - si
am crescut la momentele respective, am ajuns la gra-
dul de Maestru. Si la Rit am ajuns destul de departe.
Nici nu mai conteaza gradele, nu asta e pana la urma
un titlu de lauda, nu mi-au trebuit niciodata maririle.
Insd s-a intamplat sd mai pot si ajut in stanga si-n
dreapta pe unul si pe altul si, datorita lucrurilor aces-
tora care probabil s-au vazut undeva, am mai crescut
in grad. Ma refer aici la Ritul Scotian - dincolo, la Loja
Albastra, lucrurile se intampla oarecum automat, in
baza acestor Planse pe care le facem cu totii. Sunt
oameni care au incercat si vor in continuare sa se
catere - eu le zic cataratori - pe umerii celorlalti frati
din Masonerie din cauza faptului ca in viata din afara
nu au recunoasterea pe care ei considera ca o merita.
Si-atunci 1si zic ,hai sa ne cataram pe umerii altora si
sa vedem care dintre noi e mai In fata”. Mie mi se pare
ca suntem Frati, ca suntem egali, asa cum stim cu
totii, si nu constituie un titlu de lauda. De fapt, este
un titlu de lauda, dar nu faptul ca ai crescut in grad.
Pana la urma, nu acesta e scopul nostru.
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that’s where I work. I think that for each of us the fact
that we belong to the same organization improves our
life, makes us better, as it should. It's not always the
case, but most often it is. Of course you learn new and
interesting things, as long as you are open and you
like to go there. I, for one, have always felt that I go
there to learn interesting things, I go with an open
heart, I meet my brethren and don’t see anything
stopping others from doing the same. After all, what
do we do - we usually navigate in our own sphere of
influence, each of us in their own field. What Mason-
ry does is it brings us together and creates the oppor-
tunity of improving our sphere of action. I joined
Freemasonry in 2008 - there, it coincides with the
year when I won the right of playing this wonderful
violin - and at that time I was raised, I reached the
Master degree. I got pretty far in the Rite as well.
Degrees aren’t event that important, in the end it’s
not something to be boastful of, I never sought to be
raised. But it happened that I could help left and right
and, thanks to these things which were observed
somewhere, | was raised in the degrees. I'm talking
about the Scottish Rite here - in the Craft Lodge
things happen sort of automatically, on the basis of
the Tracing Boards which we all do. There are people
who have tried and will continue trying to clamber -
“clamberers” I call them - on the shoulders of other
Mason Brethren because in their outside life they
don’t have recognition they think they deserve. So
they say to themselves “let’s clamber on the shoulders
of others and see which of us turns up in front”. It is
my estimation that we are Brethren, we are equals,
as we all know, and that sort of status isn’t something
to be prideful of. Actually, it is something to be proud
of, but not simply the fact that you were raised in the
Degree. After all, that’s not our purpose.

Absolutely. You are an accomplished person, Gabi,
and I dare say that Freemasonry is proud to have
among its members personalities such as yourself.
It’s natural, because that’s what gives it value. Those
at the apex give value to the structure.

[ remember my Masonic parrain, his name was
George Buluta - I am referring to him in the past
tense because he is no longer with us. He told me:
“Look into my eyes. This is your moment of joining.
You won’t be playing the violin any better from now
and don’t imagine that people are going to look at
you in a better sort of way. True, they will know you
and what you are about and you, in turn, will have
the opportunity of knowing them. But if you're here
to self-exalt yourself, you're on the wrong track”
I can sadly see that there are many doing this. We
have characters of our own, but there’s no garden
without its weeds.
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Absolut. Tu esti un om realizat, Gabi, si imi permit
sd apreciez cd Masoneria e mdndrd sd aibd persona-
litdti ca tine printre membrii ei. E un lucru normal,
pentru cd asta dd valoare. Vdrfurile dau valoare
structuril.

Imi aduc aminte de nasul meu masonic, pe care il
chema George Bulutd - vorbesc la trecut in ceea ce-1
priveste pentru ca nu mai e printre noi - si care mi-a
spus: ,Uita-te bine in ochii mei. Acum esti la momen-
tul intrarii. N-ai sa canti mai bine la vioara din mo-
mentul dsta si s nu-ti imaginezi ca se vor uita altii
mai bine la tine. A, ca te vor cunoaste si vor sti despre
cine e vorba si tu la randul tau vei avea ocazia sa-i
cunosti - e foarte adevarat. Dar daca ai venit aici ca
sa te preamaresti, ai gresit traseul.” Constat cu ama-
raciune ca sunt destui care fac lucrul asta. Avem si
noi podoabe de-ale noastre, dar nu exista padure fara
uscaturi.

In activitatea ta internationald, ca muzician, ai in-
talnit Masoni? A dus acest lucru la o mai bund colabo-
rare, interactiune cu ei?

Am avut ocazia de multe ori sa intalnesc frati din
alte tari. Nu stiu daca neaparat a dus la o colaborare
ulterioard, dar cu siguranta am ramas in contact si
ori de cate ori am fost pe acolo ne-am reintalnit (sau
ei cand au venit in Bucuresti). Imi vine in minte
acum un exemplu: un fost coleg de liceu si de facul-
tate care, dupa ce am terminat facultatea, in ‘87,
a plecat din tara. A emigrat, fiindca eram Inainte de
’89. Ne-am pierdut din vedere circa douazeci de ani.
Dupa douazeci de ani, Intr-o zi cand eram la faculta-
te, vine imbracat In costumas, cravata, camasa alba -
10 dimineata, iti imaginezi, da? ,Ce mai faci, nu
ne-am mai vazut de atata amar de ani!” ,Uite, ce sa
fac, bine...” ,Dar ce esti asa imbracat, unde te duci?”
»,Ma duc sa ma Intalnesc cu niste prieteni.” Cam de-
vreme sa fie imbracat asa in costum. Zic , Ti-ai schim-
bat meseria? Esti la vreo multinationala?” ,Nu, nu,
dar..” Bun, nu l-am intrebat mai departe, el nu mi-a
mai zis altceva, drept pentru care, la un sfert de ora
dupa ce ne-am despartit, ma suna. ,De ce nu mi-ai
spus ca esti mason?” ,Eu te-am intrebat unde te
duci!” A aflat de la Frati ca s-a vazut cu mine si l-au
Intrebat daca nu mi-a transmis salutari de la ei. Nu,
cad n-a stiut! Actualmente face parte din Marea Loja
a Portugaliei, este Mare Organist. Nu stiu daca noi
avem asa ceva, nu cred cd avem.

Ca profesor universitar, ca formator de generatii de
muzicieni, consideri cd generatiile mai tinere si mai
putin tinere si-au pierdut reperele istorice, culturale?
Care sunt consecintele pierderii reperelor istorice de
cdtre tdndra generatie si cdt de gravd consideri cd e
aceastd pierdere?

Have you met Freemasons in your international
activity as a musician? Did it lead to a better collabo-
ration or interaction with them?

[ have had numerous opportunities to meet Breth-
ren from other countries. I don’t know that it neces-
sary led to an ulterior collaboration, but we’ve
certainly kept in touch and every time I went there
we met (or when they came to Bucharest). An exam-
ple comes to mind: a former high-school and univer-
sity colleague who, after we got our bachelor’s, in '87,
left the country. He emigrated, because it was before
’89. We lost track of each other for about twenty
years. Twenty years later, one day I was at university
and I see him in a neat little suite, tie, white shirt and
all - this is 10 in the morning, right? “How are you,
[ haven’t seen you in ages!” “Well, you know, 'm ok...”
“Why are you dressed up like that, where are you
headed?” “I'm going to meet some friends.” It seemed
a bit early to be dressed to the nines, so [ say “Did
you change jobs? Are you working for a multination-
al now?” “No, no, but..” Ok, I didn’t press him any
further, he didn’t say anything else, so fifteen minutes
after we part ways he calls me: “Why didn’t you tell
me you were a Freemason?” “Hey, I did ask where
you were going!” He learned from the Brethren that
he saw me and they asked him if he sent me their
regards. Of course not, because he didn’'t know! He
is currently a member of the Grand Lodge of Portu-
gal, as a Grand Organist (Director of Music). [ don’t
know if we have this, [ don’t think we do.

As a professor, as someone who has shaped genera-
tions of musicians, do you think that the younger and less
young generations have lost their historical and cultural
points of reference? What are the consequences of the
young generation’s losing of the historical points of
reference and how severe do you think this loss is?
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Eu cred ca s-au schimbat reperele. Au alte priori-
tati. Pe vremea cand faceam eu scoala si aveam profe-
sori de la care Invatam nu existau atatea tentatii si nu
existau atatea cerinte financiare, sa zicem asa. Tinerii
din ziua de astazi sunt impartiti In prea multe directii
si nu mai reusesc sa faci fati la toate solicitarile. Insa
constat ca in ultimii vreo 10 ani situatia s-a imbuna-
tatit. Cei care 1si doresc cu adevarat sa Invete un in-
strument - si aici ma refer
la cei dotati, pentru ca sunt
si oameni care fac o facul-
tate, dar nu au intotdeauna
chemare pentru meseria
pe care vor s-o urmeze; ma
refer la cei care au talent
de la Dumnezeu si, iatd, au
si ocazia sa invete de la cei
care canta inca pe scena -
isi dau silinta. Ti vezi pe
oamenii acestia ca vor si
chiar reusesc. Practic, o
mare parte dintre ei a ple-
cat din tara - ma refer la generatiile anterioare de
studenti; eu predau la facultate din '90. O multitudine
de fosti studenti ingroasa randurile unor orchestre
celebre din strainatate. Aici pot sa dau exemple si de
colegi de generatie care au ales calea strainatatii.
Mie nu mi s-a aratat lucrul dsta, ba din contra as zice.
Am avut ocazia de mai multe ori sa plec, cu toate astea
am ales sa raman aici. Consider ca am facut eu ce tre-
buia si nu invers. Pana la urm3, sigur, e o optiune
proprie, dar nu cred ca le-a mers lor mai bine sau mie
mai rau din cauza asta. Fiecare s-a dus pe drumul lui.
Ba chiar as spune ca acum, incet-incet, generatia mea
se trage Tnapoi catre casa, iar ceilalti, tineri, nu mai
sunt deloc atat de tentati sa plece din tara. E Incuraja-
tor si imbucurator pentru filarmonici, pentru dirijori,
pentru viitoarea generatie de solisti. Cred ca e si exem-
plul - nu numai al meu, sunt si altii. Am contribuit prin
sfaturile pe care le dam si prin toate ideile pe care
incercam sa le insuflam celor tineri la ramanerea lor
in tard si la sustinerea culturii romanesti, pentru ca
pana la urma despre asta e vorba.

Pentru cd ai vorbit despre exod - intr-adevdr, a fost
un exod masiv dupd ‘90, din toate straturile sociale.
Asa e, au plecat si foarte multi oameni capabili, dar,
caldatorind pe afard, am vdzut cd nici chiar vdrfurile
nu sunt foarte bine integrate in comunitdtile de acolo,
chiar dacd, probabil, trdiesc mult mai bine decat ar fi
trdit in Romdnia.

Intotdeauna pe un plan castigi, pe altul pierzi.
Depinde de fiecare persoana ce considera ca pri-
meaza in viata ei privatd, pana la urma. Aici nu ne
referim doar la implinirea profesionali. Implinire
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[ think that the points of reference have changed.
They have other priorities. When [ was in school and
was taught by professors there weren’t as many temp-
tations and there weren’t as many financial demands,
let’s call them that. Young people today are torn in too
many directions and can’t handle all the demands
anymore. But I've seen that in the last 10 years the
situation has improved. Those who truly wish to learn

an instrument - and I'm referring
to those who are gifted, because
there are also people who go to
university but not always have a
calling for the profession they
wish to practice; I'm referring to
those who have a God-given talent
and have the opportunity to learn
from others who are still per-
forming on stage - put in the
effort. You can see that these peo-
ple want it and actually get it.
Basically, a large portion of them
have left the country - I'm refer-
ring to previous generations of students; I have been
teaching at the university since 1990. A large number
of former students thicken the ranks of famous foreign
orchestras. I can also give examples of peers of mine
who have chosen to go abroad. I wasn’t drawn by this,
quite the contrary, | might say. I have had more than
one opportunity to leave, and yet I chose to stay here.
[ think [ was the one who did the right thing, not the
other way around. Ultimately, of course, it's a person-
al option, but I don’t think they had it better or I had
it worse because of it. Each of us went their own path.
[ would even say that now, gradually, my generations
is coming back home, while the others, the young
people, aren’t at all tempted to leave the country. It's
encouraging and gratifying for philharmonics, for
conductors, for the future generation of soloists.
[ think there’s also the power of example - not just
mine, there are others. Through the advice we give
and through all the ideas we try to inoculate to the
young people we have contributed to their staying in
the country and supporting Romanian culture, be-
cause ultimately this is what it’s all about.

You talked about an exodus - indeed, after 1990
there was a massive exodus, from all social strata. It’s
true, there were very many capable people who left but,
in my travels abroad, I have seen that not even the elite
are all that well-integrated in the communities there,
even if they probably live much better than they would
have in Romania.

You always win on one aspect and lose on another.
[t ultimately depends from person to person what
they consider to be more important in their private
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profesionala eu consider ca am avut din plin stand si
in Romania. E adevarat ca unii colegi ai mei de gene-
ratie m-au depdasit din punct de vedere financiar,
facand Tnsa o munca pe care eu nu am fost dispus sa
o fac, respectiv sa cant intr-o orchestra. Mie mi-a pla-
cut sa cant solist intotdeauna. E adevarat ca am si avut
ocazia de tinerel. Am ramas pe ideea asta - vorba unui
prieten, ,idei putine, dar fixe” - si iatd ca am ajuns
aproape de 60 de ani si incd nu m-am plictisit de ce
fac. Imi zicea un amic foarte destept: daci reusesti in
viata sa faci ce-ti place si sa-ti mai castigi si existen-
ta din lucrul asta, esti cel mai fericit. Daca mai ai si
familie, deja e toata panoplia plina. Altfel, vei fi mul-
tumit pe o parte, vei fi nemultumit pe alta si tot
timpul vei avea ceva de comentat sau niste regrete.
Eu nu am nici un regret.

Extraordinar!

Poate sd sune a automultumire, dar pe cuvant ca
mi se pare ca de-a lungul anilor am crescut, n-am re-
gresat. Am Inceput cu solistica, pe care o fac in conti-
nuare, la un moment dat - adica de vreo 20 si ceva de
ani - am devenit parte dintr-o formatie camerala care
apartine de Filarmonica Transilvania din Cluj-Napoca
si sunt vioara Intai la Cvartetul Transilvan, iar din '90
predau si la facultate. Sigur ca-mi aduc aminte cand
am dat concurs pentru a deveni cadru universitar.
Trebuia sa sustin o lectie, in afara de recitalul obliga-
toriu pentru oricine voia sa intre. Ma gdndeam c3, daca
imi dau un student prea bun, n-am ce sa-i spun; da-
ca-mi dau unul prea slab, n-o sa inteleaga nimic din ce
vreau eu sa-i explic. Aveam un stres din cauza astal
Intre timp nu-1 mai am, au mai si trecut niste anisori.
Din contrd, acum cand 1i vad pe altii mult mai tineri
avand aceleasi porniri mi se pare ca am ce sa le spun,
pot sa-i invat din proprie experienta.

life. We're not talking just about professional accom-
plishment. I think that [ have had plenty of profes-
sional accomplishment even staying in Romania. It’s
true that some of my peers have surpassed me from
a financial standpoint, but by doing a job which
[ wasn’t willing to do, and that is to play in an or-
chestra. I have always liked to play as a soloist. It’s true
that I've had the opportunity to do so ever since I was
quite young. I've stuck to this idea - as a friend of mine
says, “ideas few in number, but fixed” - and here [ am
at almost 60 and still not being tired of what I do.
A very smart friend of mine told me: in life if you
manage to do what you like and also make a living out
of it, then you're the happiest man alive. If you also
have a family, then the picture is complete. Otherwise,
you will be happy on one side, unsatisfied on another
and you’ll always have something to bicker about or
something to regret. | have no regrets.

That’s amazing!

It might come off as complacency, but I promise
you that I feel that over the years I have evolved, not
regressed. [ began as a soloist, which I still am, at
some point - that is, for 20-odd years now - [ have
become part of a chamber ensemble that belongs to
the Transylvania Philharmonic in Cluj-Napoca, | am
lead violin in the Transylvanian Quartet and starting
from 1990 I have been teaching at university. I re-
member when I gave the exam for becoming a uni-
versity professor. | had to hold a lesson, apart from
the recital that was compulsory for anyone who
wanted to apply. I was thinking that if I got a student
who was too good, | wouldn’t have anything to say to
him: if I got a student who was too unprepared, then
he wouldn’t understand anything I had to explain to
him. I was stressed out about it! In the meantime
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Tara noastrd a fost dintotdeauna la confluenta Estu-
lui cu Vestul. Acum sd trecem in plan artistic. Rusii au
sustinut din greu excelenta in artd, au fdcut artisti
emeriti, artisti ai poporului s.a.m.d. Pe de altd parte, si
cei din Vest - englezii i-au innobilat pe cei importanti,
fdcandu-i Sir sau Dame, francezii le-au dat Legiunea de
Onoare... La noi e haos, cel putin asa consider eu.

Si la noi au existat pe vremea comunistilor titluri
pentru cei din fata, respectiv solisti si dirijori. Daca ne
uitam In urma, la generatia dinaintea mea - eu con-
sider o generatie cam la doudzeci de ani, nu la zece -,
practic cu totii au avut astfel de titluri din partea
statului, respectiv Artist al poporului sau Artist eme-
rit, in functie de cum au fost recomandati, probabil,
nu stiu criteriile. In orice caz, toti cei care au avut si
au aceste titluri sunt niste personalitati, in domeniul
cultural cel putin. Nu li s-au acordat aceste titluri de
pomana. Artisti ai poporului erau mult mai putini
pentru ca erau scutiti si de impozite, printre altele.
Noi, sigur, facand parte dupa Al Doilea Razboi Mon-
dial din sfera de influenta a sovieticilor am mostenit
lucruri rele, in mare parte, dar si lucruri bune. Uite,
in domeniul cultural, ca despre asta discutam, faptul
ca am avut de-a lungul anilor continuitate. Ma refer
aici la dirijori si solisti, indiferent de domeniu, ca e
operistic sau simfonic. Practic, oamenii acestia au
putut sa Isi dezvolte cariera. Dar nu numai a lor, pen-
tru ca si orchestrele beneficiaza de un dirijor pe care
il cunosc foarte bine. Acum, in partea cealaltd, in Vest,
nu era si nu exista aceasta practica. Uite, daca 1l luam
pe Karajan - el a dirijat o viata Intreaga la Berlin, nu-i
asa? Pe de alta parte, Celibidache a murit ca dirijor
principal al Miinchenului. Asadar, au fost multe excep-
tii la regula respectiva, insa ei nu au acordat vreo
rentd viagera, ca sa zic asa, In calitate de salariu, unui
om care sa se ocupe permanent de chestia asta - din
contra, la doi-trei ani fiecare se simte oarecum gonit
si fortat sa plece n alta parte, lucru care nu cred ca
e neaparat in beneficiul celor din orchestra si nici al
publicului. Asadar, am avut si noi lucrurile noastre
bune. Deocamdata inca ne tinem de ele. Nu stiu cata
vreme se vor mai pastra locurile de dirijori si solisti
permanenti, dar mi se pare ca e un lucru de lauda
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I have lost this stress, a few years have passed since
then, to be fair. On the contrary, nowadays when
[ see others, much younger, who have the same
thoughts I feel | have something to say to them, I can
teach from experience.

Our country has always been at the crossroads
between East and West. Let us now move on to the
artistic field. The Russians have heavily supported
excellence in art, they named artists emeritus, artists
of the people and so on. On the other hand, the West
did the same - the English raised the important ones
to nobility, made them Sirs or Dames, the French gave
them the Legion of Honour... In our country there’s total
chaos, or at least that’s how I view it.

In our country too, during the time of the commu-
nists, there were titles for those in front, i.e. soloists
and conductors. If we look back to my generation -
I consider a generation as around twenty years apart,
not ten -, basically everyone has received titles from
the state, such as Artist of the people or Artist emer-
itus, on the basis on how they were recommended,
probably, I don’t know the criteria. At any rate, all
those who have had and still have these titles are
personalities, in the cultural field at least. They wer-
en’'t awarded these titles for nothing. There were a lot
fewer Artists of the people because they were exempt
from taxes, among other things. Of course, being part
of the Soviet sphere of influence after World War II,
we inherited bad things, for the most part, but there
were also good things. Take, for instance, in the cul-
tural field, since this is our topic of conversation, the
fact that over the years we have had continuity. 'm
referring to conductors and soloists, it doesn’t matter
if operatic or symphonic. Basically, these people had
the opportunity to develop their careers. But not only
theirs, because orchestras benefit from a conductor
they know very well. Now, on the other side, in the
West, there wasn’t and still isn’t such a practice. We
can take Karajan - he conducted Berlin his whole life,
didn’t he? On the other hand, Celibidache died as the
lead conductor of Munich. So there were many excep-
tions to that rule, but in the West they never gave a
life annuity, so to say, as a form of salary, for someone
to permanently handle this - on the contrary, every
two-three years everyone feels somewhat chased
away and forced to leave elsewhere, something which
I don’t think is necessarily in the benefit of the or-
chestra or the public. So we did have good things as
well. For the time being we still hang on to them.
[ don’t know how long they will keep permanent ten-
ure for conductors and soloists, but I think that offer-
ing young people the possibility to go down this path,
to choose a profession and do it increasingly better is
something to be praised. We'll see. It's hard to say
what will happen, I don’t think anybody knows.
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faptul ca oferi tinerilor posibilitatea de a merge pe
drumul asta, de a-si alege o meserie si de a face din
ce In ce mai bine meseria pe care si-au ales-o. O sa
vedem. De-aici incolo e greu de spus ce se intdmplg,
nimeni nu cred ca stie.

Vom mai avea artisti de valoare, Gabi?

Da, deja avem. Sa zicem generatia mea, care e pe
ultima sutd de metri, in urma noastra avem deja o ge-
neratie - iarasi, la 25 de ani distanta - de tineri care
au astazi intre 30 si 40 de ani si care 1si fac treaba
foarte bine, atat in tard, cat si in strainatate, si sunt
recunoscuti la nivel mondial. Iar pe bancile facultatii,
ca sa ma refer la inca 20 de ani mai in urma, exista
sperante cd vom avea in continuare pe cine sa promo-
vam in domeniul artistic. Sigur, aici ma refer la violo-
nisti, pentru ca pe ei i stiu mai bine, ocupandu-ma de
ei de atata vreme.

Apropo de studenti si de muncd: tu cdnti pe vioara
lui Enescu si stiu cd el spunea cd geniul inseamnd 1%
inspiratie si 99% transpiratie. Esti in mdsurd sd co-
mentezi, te rog?

Nu stiu daca procentele sunt la fel de asemana-
toare intre noi, mie mi se pare un pic prea multa
transpiratie in detrimentul talentului in aprecierile
lui Enescu. Dar e clar ca una fara cealalta nu functi-
oneaza, sau functioneaza doar pana la un anumit
nivel. Ca sa fii recunoscut ca un artist complet sau
cat se poate de complet trebuie sa muncesti, e clar
ca fara munca nu merge, dar pe de alta parte cei
netalentati nu reusesc sa acceada la chestia asta.
Sau daca acced dureaza mult prea mult si isi pierd
rabdarea pe drum. Si atunci, inclin sa-i dau dreptate,
sigur e asa - doar cu procentele am o problema.

Tu cdt lucrezi pe zi, cdt repeti pe zi?

Depinde de moment. In orice caz, nu cred ci exist3i
zi fara studiu. Poate doar in vacanta sa mai las vioara
din mana pentru cateva zile, altfel sunt cu vioara
practic permanent in mang, indiferent daca e pentru
concertele mele sau pentru studenti. Eu am avut
sansa sa invat cu mai multi profesori deodata. Lucram
in facultate cu unul, In particular cu altul si fiecare
era suparat pe celdlalt. Mi-am dat seama ca cea mai
buna solutie este sa fac un repertoriu cu unul, un
repertoriu cu altul - asa nu se mai certau. Era dispu-
ta lor didactica. Eu, care eram beneficiarul sfaturilor
siIndrumarilor pe care le primeam, am considerat ca
e cel mai bine sa fac repertorii diferite cu fiecare. La
fiecare jumatate de an schimbam repertoriul fiindca
il terminam. Volumul de munca era altul decat daca
faceam acelasi lucru cu amandoi. Dar asta m-a ajutat
enorm, pentru cd mi-am creat un repertoriu urias.
Nu vreau sa ma umflu in pene, dar chiar e mare si de

38

Will we still have valuable artists, Gabi?

Yes, we already do. Let’s take my generation, who
is on its home stretch; behind us we already have a
generation - again, 25 years apart - of young people
who are today between 30 and 40 years old and do
their job really well, both in the country and abroad,
and have international recognition. And in the univer-
sity, to go another 20 years down, there is hope that
we will continue to have who to promote in the artis-
tic field. Of course, I am talking about violinists here,
because them I know best by having been in my care
for such a long time.

Speaking of students and work: you play on Enescu’s
violin and I know he used to say that genius is 1%
inspiration and 99% perspiration. Can you comment
on that, please?

I don’t know that the percentages are similar be-
tween us, in my view in Enescu’s remark there’s a bit
too much perspiration to the detriment of talent. But
it's clear that one without the other doesn’t work, or
it works up to a certain level. To be acknowledged as
a complete artist - or as close to complete as possi-
ble - you have to work, it’s clear that you can’t make
it without work, but on the other hand those who
lack talent can’t reach this level. Or even if they do,
it takes too much and they lose their patience on the
way. So I tend to agree with him, of course that’s
the way things are - it's only the percentages that
[ have a problem with.

How long do you work or rehearse a day?

It depends on the moment. At any rate, [ don't
think there is a day without studying. Maybe it’s only
on holidays that [ put the violin down for a few days,
otherwise I have it in my hands all the time, whether
it’s for my concerts or for the students. I have had the
opportunity of learning with several professors at
once. | had one professor at university and another
one for my private lessons, and each of them was
upset on the other. I realized that the best way is to
study a repertoire with one of them and another rep-
ertoire with the other - that way, they wouldn’t be
fighting. It was their didactical dispute. As the bene-
ficiary of their advice and instructions, [ considered
it best to study different repertoires with each of
them. Every half year we would change the repertoire
because we would exhaust it. The workload was dif-
ferent than if [ had done the same thing with both of
them. But it helped me a lot, because I built myself a
huge repertoire. I don’t want to brag, but it really is
big and sometimes I look at young people nowadays,
even the talented ones, who don’t have this. They
aren’t able to go beyond the routine of university,
to learn something on the side. There are very few



multe ori ma uit la tinerii actuali care nu au chestia
asta, nici chiar cei talentati. Nu reusesc sa iasa din
tipicul facultatii, sa invete ceva pe langa. Foarte putini
sunt cei care reusesc sa iasa de acolo. Ei probabil vor
si ramane, ca solisti sau ca dirijori sau ca artisti re-
cunoscuti. Cei care se multumesc sa faca doar ce le
propune facultatea, adicd minimum necesar, nu aleg
o0 varianta castigatoare, pe termen lung.

Gabi, revenim la partea masonicd, asa cum am in-
ceput interviul? Tu crezi cd lumea de astdzi mai are
nevoie de Masonerie cum avea in trecut?

Sigur ca are nevoie, pentru ca Masoneria ne apro-
pie. Si nu cred ca zic degeaba, pentru cd mie asta mi
s-a Intamplat. Asta Incercam sa dam si eu, si Fratii
mei din Loj3, celor din preajma noastra. Majoritatea
i{si dau interesul sa aduca oameni buni si cumva sa
crestem ceea ce am invatat si noi. Am invatat o mul-
time de lucruri. Cum spunea George, nasul meu, n-am
cantat mai bine la vioard, dar am invatat o gramada
de lucruri de cand am intrat in Masonerie. Or, chestia
asta e obligatoriu sa fie datd mai departe, dupa pdre-
rea mea. Ca daca nu, la ce a folosit toata istoria ma-
sonicd, toate cutumele, toate obiceiurile pe care le
avem? E atat de frumos, pana la urma, daca stii sa te
folosesti de ele In mod omenesc, nu pragmatic.

Foarte frumos spus!

Mie asa mi se pare, asa cred si consider ca nu gre-
sesc. Acuma, ca nu-ti iese intotdeauna sau ca nu vezi
intotdeauna feedback-ul respectiv - si asta e adevarat,
dar asta nu te mai obliga sa continui in directia re-
spectivd decat pana la un punct. il tragi de maneci
o dat3, de doua ori, dar daca el nu vrea sa iasa de
acolo, il lasi, atata poate. Poate ca nu intotdeauna li se
arata tuturor lumina. Unii sunt mai aproape de capa-
tul tunelului, altii mai in spate.

Tu ai recomandat pe cineva in Masonerie? Ai consi-
derat cd cineva e demn sd fie fratele tdu?

Sigur. Am avut si am in continuare frati pe care
i-am adus cu drag. N-am avut decat unul singur la care
am dubii inca, in rest cu totii consider ca au meritat
incurajarea. Pana la urma e o incurajare din partea
celui care te propune. Te incurajeaza sa fii o persoana
mai altfel decat ai fost, si nu spre rau, ci spre bine.
In privinta unuia consider ci incd am dubii. O s ve-
dem, poate ca timpul ii va lumina caile si o sa revina
la sentimente mai bune.

Gabi, as vrea sd te prezinti si ca om. Ca artist te
cunoaste toatd lumea, ca Mason uite, incepdnd de acum
ceva mai multi dintre nemasoni vor cunoaste cd apar-
tii Masoneriei, dar vorbeste, dacd vrei, despre viata
privatd a lui Gabriel Croitoru.
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who manage to get out of it. They are probably the
ones who will remain, as soloists, conductors or
acknowledged artists. Those who are satisfied with
doing only what the university gives them, which is
the bare minimum, don’t make a winning choice in
the long term.

Gabi, should we go back to the Masonic side of
things, like we started the interview? Do you think
the world today still needs Freemasonry like it did
in the past?

Of course it does, because Freemasonry brings us
closer together. And I don’t think I'm just saying that,
because it’s what happened to me. That’s what we
try, myself and by Lodge Brethren, to give to those
around us. | have learned a great deal of things. As
my Masonic parrain, George, said, I didn’t learn to
play the violin better, but I've learnt so many things
since I joined Freemasonry. But this has to be paid
forward, in my view - if not, what'’s the use of all the
Masonic history, all the customs and traditions we
have? It's all so beautiful, in the end, if you know
how to use it humanely, not pragmatically.

Very nicely said!

That’s my opinion, that's what I believe and I think
I'm not wrong. Now, it’s true, you won'’t succeed every
time or you won'’t see the feedback you are expecting -
but that means you're obligated to try that direction
only up to a point. You pluck at someone’s sleeve once,
twice, but if he doesn’t want to get out of his space, you
leave him there, that’s his limit. Maybe the light doesn’t
reveal itself to everyone all the time. Some are closer to
the end of the tunnel, others are further behind.

Have you ever recommended someone for Free-
masonry? Have you ever thought someone is worthy
of being your Brother?

Sure. I had and still have Brethren which [ brought
in wholeheartedly. There is only one that I still have
doubts about, all the others I think have been deserv-
ing of the encouragement [ gave them - because, ul-
timately, it's an encouragement coming from the
person that recommends you. He encourages you to
be a different person than you were, and not for evil,
but for good. With regards to one person I believe
[ still have my doubts. We’ll see, maybe time will light
his paths and he will return to better sentiments.

Gabi, I would like you to describe yourself as a man
too. Everyone knows you as an artist, as a Mason - there
it is, from now on more non-Masons will know you are
a member of Freemasonry, but talk to us, if you will,
about Gabriel Croitoru’s private life.
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Pot sa spun ca sunt casatorit foarte fericit de
o multime de ani, din '86 mai exact. Suntem fosti
colegi, ne stim de pe bancile scolii primare, fiind
concurenti In acelasi timp, fiindca eram colegi de
generatie. In clasa a XI-a ne-am imprietenit, in ulti-
mul an de facultate ne-am casatorit si inca nu ne-am
plictisit unul de celalalt. Amandoi predam vioara la
facultate. Cand eu aveam douazeci si cinci de ani am
avut-o pe Simina, fata noastra care, ce putea sa faca
altceva decéat vioara? Unul dintre profesorii mei de la
vremea respectiva, care intre timp nu mai e printre
noi, Stefan Gheorghiu, mi-a zis ca am avut mare noroc
ca i-am descoperit fiicei mele talentul la timp. A zis ca
sunt oameni care isi descopera talentul prea tarziu
si nu apuca sa mai faca mare lucru cu el, vor fi ne-
multumiti toata viata. , Tu ai avut norocul sa-i gasesti
ceea ce face cu indemanare, cu usurinta, si sa mai
aiba si sprijinul vostru, fiindca sunteti in domeniu.”
De altfel, majoritatea elevilor pe care el n-a mai putut
sa-i indrume la un moment dat i-a directionat catre
noi, considerand ca nu ne-a invatat degeaba ce stiam,
sa-i ducem mai departe mostenirea didactica. Simina
a ajuns si ea sa cante, este angajata la noi la facultate,
la catedra de muzica de camera, fiindca eram prea
multi Croitori la vioara si n-a mai incaput. Isi face
foarte bine treaba ca solist, canta foarte frumos. Are
si ea, la randul ei, o fatd de opt ani alaturi de care am
aparut deja pe scend, cantand trei generatii la rand.
E o chestie extrem de rara. Eu, de exemplu, n-am avut
antecedente muzicale in familie — ma refer la profe-
sionisti. Fiica mea ne-a avut pe amandoi. Cea mica
o are si pe mama ei, si pe noi, deci suntem chiar trei
generatii si am cantat deja. Apare din ce in ce mai des
pe scena fara nici un fel de problemd, cu dezinvoltu-
ra, pentru ca la varsta asta habar n-ai de emotii. Nu-ti
e frica de scenad, nu-ti e frica de lume, mai ales cand
ii ai imprejurul tau pe niste oameni pe care i cunosti
din casa si alaturi de care ea se simte 1n siguranta,
deci n-are nici un fel de problema in a canta pe scena.
imi aduc aminte la primul recital al Siminei, cand
avea cam 8-9 ani, la sfarsit i-am facut un fel de agapa,
si a venit sa ma intrebe: ,Tata, noi avem emotii?” Si
zic ,Dar ce-ti veni cu chestia asta?” ,Uite, doamna de
acolo m-a intrebat dacd am emotii.” ,Si tu ce ai zis?”
»,N-am stiut ce-s alea, am venit sa te intreb - avem
sau n-avem?” ,Du-te si spune-i ca n-avem.”

Iti multumesc incd o datd, Gabi, pentru onoarea pe
care mi-ai fdcut-o si ai fdcut-o audientei noastre. Nu e
un lucru comun ca un Maestru sd vorbeascd despre
doud domenii care se intrepdtrund la tine, in tine,
Masonerie si muzicd, muzicd de fnaltd clasd. Sunt
onorat, iti multumesc mult, Gabi.

Multumesc si eu!

[ can say [ have been happily married for many years
now, from 1986 to be precise. We are former class-
mates, we've known each other from primary school,
while at the same time being competitors, because we
were peers. In the 11" grade we became friends, in the
last year of university we got married and we still
haven’t grown tired of each other. We both teach violin
at the university. When I was 25 we had Simina, our
daughter, who could study what else but violin? One of
my professors at the time, he is now no longer with us,
Stefan Gheorghiu, told me that I was very lucky to have
found my daughter’s talent at the right time. He told me
that there are people who discover their talent too late
and don't have the time to do much with it anymore
and they stay unsatisfied for life. “You've had the stroke
of luck to find what she is good at, what come easy for
her, and she also has your support, because both of you
work in the field.” As a matter of fact, at one point the
majority of students he couldn’t tutor he directed to us,
thinking he hadn’t taught us everything we knew for
naught, in order to carry his didactic legacy forward.
Simina went on to play, she is currently working at the
university, at the Department for Chamber Music, be-
cause there were too many Croitorus at the violin and
she had no room left. She is doing a very fine job as a
soloist, she plays beautifully. She has an 8-year-old
daughter and I've already appeared alongside her on
stage, three generations in a row playing. It's something
extremely rare. |, for instance, didn’t have musical prec-
edents in my family - I am talking on a professional
level. My daughter had both of us. My granddaughter
has her mother and us too, so we really are three gen-
erations and we've already played together. She is ap-
pearing more and more often on stage, with no
problems, very comfortable, because at this age you
don’'t know what it means to be nervous. There is no
stage fright, you're not afraid of the world, especially
when you have people around you that you know from
home and feel safe around. So she has no problem
whatsoever in taking the stage. | remember Simina’s
first recital, when she was about 8 or 9, when it was
finished we organized a sort of buffet, and she came to
ask me: “Dad, are we nervous?” So I say: “Why do you
ask?” “Well, that lady over there asked me if we're
nervous.” “And what did you say?” “I don’t know what
that means, that’s why I came to ask you - are we or
are we not?” “Go tell her we aren’t”

Thank you again, Gabi, for the honour you've done
me and our audience. It’s not common for a Maestro to
speak about two fields that in your case, in your soul,
are combined - Freemasonry and music, high-class
music. I am honoured, thank you so much, Gabi.

[ thank you, too! =

Sursa / Source: https://www.youtube.com/c/masonicforum/videos
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Thank you, Nobby Clark,
for inviting me to your
outstanding mother lodge!
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Noblesse oblige

Pentru Francmasoni sau pentru oricine cautd
sd fie Print printre oameni.

Definitie: privilegiul obliga la raspundere.

Iatd doua citate din ritualul Arcului Regal:

FORMULA DE DESCHIDERE
A ARCULUI REGAL

Companioni, ne-am adunat din
nou plini de afectiunea si buna-
vointa ce finsufletesc intalnirile
dintre prieteni care au fost sepa-
rati o vreme.

Dupa aceasta perioada sper ca
ati savurat o noud bucurie fata de
exercitiile interesante ale acestui
loc de retragere si ca va intoarceti
fara indoiala cu mai multa placere
la lucrarile voastre.

Acum, Companioni, ne intalnim
in spatele usilor inchise, lumea
ocupatd a ramas pe dinafara cu
toate perplexitatile, ingrijorarile si
mahnirile ei, nici unele neavand
voie sa-si forteze drum in sereni-
tatea noastra, deoarece aici nu ar trebui sa patrunda
decat placeri nevinovate, veselii tacute si bucurii
fratesti.

Aici sunteti invitati sa excelati in adevar, in bine
si In dreptate si sa va bucurati de auspiciile si ema-
natiile stralucitoare ale luminii glorioase care arunca
in jurul vostru cele mai clare si mai binefacatoare
raze. Aici mintea voastra va fi incantata cu intelep-
ciune si inimile vd vor fi incdlzite cu binefaceri.

Companioni, nu va aflati In intuneric, mergeti asa-
dar drept copii ai Luminii. Respectati cea mai rigu-
roasa decenta, urmati cu atentie toate instructiunile
oferite si supuneti-va prompt tuturor solicitarilor. Fiti
constiinciosi in indatoririle posturilor voastre si toate
bucuriile unitatii si pacii vor triumfa.

Ordinul pe care il profesam ca membri este de cea
mai inalta demnitate si onoare, fiind varful si desa-
varsirea Francmasoneriei albastre. Imprima asupra
mintii credinta fn existenta unei zeitati care este
fara inceput si fara sfarsit si ne aminteste de evlavia

For the Freemason or anyone who seek to be
Princes amongst men.

Definition: privilege entails responsibility.

Here are two quotes from the Royal Arch ritual:

THE OPENING ADDRESS
OF THE ROYAL ARCH

Companions, again we assem-
ble with those feelings of affection
and goodwill which animate the
meeting of friends who have been
sometime separated.

After this interval, you have,
[ trust, acquired an increased
relish for the interesting exercises
ofthisretreatand you undoubtedly
return with new alacrity to your
labours.

Now, Companions, we meet
within closed doors, the busy
world shut out, with all its per-
plexities, cares and sorrows, none
of which are suffered to intrude
upon our happy privacy; for here

nothing should enter but innocent pleasures, quiet
joys and fraternal gaieties.

Here you are invited to excel in the true, the good
and the just, and to enjoy the bright auspices and
emanations of the glorious light which sheds around
you the clearest and most cheering rays. Here your
understanding will be delighted with wisdom and
your hearts warmed with benevolence.

Companions, you are not in darkness, walk there-
fore, as children of the Light. Observe the strictest
decorum, carefully attend to every instruction offered,
and readily comply with every requisition enjoined.
Be diligent in the duties of your respective stations and
all the joys of unity and peace will prevail.

The Order we profess is of the highest dignity and
honour, it being the summit and perfection of Craft
Freemasonry. It impresses on the mind a belief in
the existence of a deity, who is without beginning of
days or ending of years, and it reminds us of the
reverence due to his most Holy name. If everything
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datorata Preasfantului sau nume. Daca s-ar uni
laolalta toate lucrurile intelepte, virtuoase si demne
de laud3, rezultatul ar fi Masoneria Arcului Regal.

Obiectivul ei este sa perfectioneze virtutile, iar In-
deletnicirea ei preasolemna este sa comunice Numele
Sacru si Misterios al Dumnezeului Celui Preainalt
Adevarat si Vesnic, acea Mareata Entitate Minunata
care numai ea ne poate ridica spre bucurii, nepieri-
toare prin natura si vesnice prin durata.

FORMULA DE INCHEIERE
A ARCULUI REGAL

Companioni, sunteti acum pe cale sa parasiti
acest loc de refugiu, pace si prietenie si sa va duceti
in lume. Printre toate Ingrijorarile si treburile ei, nu
uitati datoriile sfinte care au fost atdt de puternic
recomandate si atat de des inculcate in cadrul aces-
tei supreme convocari.

Nu uitati ca in jurul acestui altar ati jurat voluntar
si solemn sa oferiti prietenie si sa alinati, cu marini-
mie nesovaitoare, atat cat va sta in puteri, oricare
Companion care va avea nevoie de ajutorul vostru, ca
1i veti aminti In cel mai bland cu putinta de nereusi-
tele lui, ca 1l veti ajuta sa se reformeze, ca il veti
apara si reabilita ori de cate ori ar fi defaimat si ca
veti sugera cele mai nevinovate, atenuante si favora-
bile circumstante pentru a-i justifica purtarea, chiar
si cand ar fi drept sa fie condamnat si fnvinovatit.
Astfel lumea va vedea cat de mult se iubesc Masonii
unii pe altii.

Dar, Companioni, trebuie sd extindeti aceste senti-
mente nobile si glorioase incd mai mult. Dati-mi voie
sd vd intipdresc in minte - si sd vd fie inrdddcinat in
inimd - cd orice om are dreptul neindoielnic la bunele
voastre oficii.

Dati-mi voie, asadar, sd va indemn sd faceti bine
tuturor, mai cu seamd sd aveti grija de casele credin-
ciosilor, astfel ca prin sdrguintd si credintd fatd de
datoriile posturilor voastre, prin bundvointa liberd,
filantropia extinsd, consecventa si sinceritatea priete-
niei, in general prin tinuta amiabild si virtuoasd, sd
puteti ardta lumii efectele pozitive si benefice ale
stravechii si onorabilei noastre institutii.

Sa nu se spuna ca ati trudit In zadar si v-ati risipit
puterile pentru nimic, caci lucrarea voastra se afla
inaintea Domnului, iar rasplata voastra este la Dum-
nezeul vostru.

In sfarsit, Frati si Companioni, si avem cu totii
acelasi gand, sa trdim in pace si fie ca Dumnezeul
iubirii si milosteniei sa salasluiasca bucuros printre
voi si sa va binecuvanteze in vecii vecilor.

wise, virtuous, and praiseworthy were united, the
result would be Royal Arch Masonry.

Its aim is the perfection of virtue and its most
solemn business is the communication of the Sacred
and Mysterious Name of the True and Ever-Living
God Most High, that Great Awesome Being, who alone
can exalt us to joys, imperishable in their nature and
eternal in their duration.

THE CLOSING ADDRESS
OF THE ROYAL ARCH

Companions, you are now about to quit this sa-
cred retreat of peace and friendship and mingle with
the world. Amidst all its cares and employments,
forget not those sacred duties that have been so
strongly recommended and so frequently inculcated
in this supreme convocation.

Remember that around this altar you have volun-
tarily and solemnly vowed to befriend and relieve,
with the most unhesitating cordiality, so far as may
be within your power, every Companion who shall
need your assistance; that you will in the most gentle
manner remind him of his failings, aid in his refor-
mation, defend and vindicate his character whenever
wrongfully traduced, and will suggest the most candid,
the most palliating and the most favourable circum-
stances in extenuation of his conduct, even when it is
justly liable to reprehension and blame. Thus shall
the world see how dearly Masons love each other.

But, my Companions, you are to extend these noble
and glorious sentiments still further. Let me impress on
your minds, and let it be instilled in your hearts, that
every human being has an undoubted claim to your
kind offices.

Let me, therefore, exhort you to do good to all,
whilst we more particularly recommend to your care
the household of the faithful, that by diligence and
fidelity to the duties of your respective avocations,
liberal benevolence, diffusive charity, constancy and
sincerity in your friendship, uniformly just amiable
and virtuous deportment; you may show to the world
the happy and beneficent effects of our ancient and
honourable institution.

Let it not be said that you have laboured in vain
and spent your strength for nought, for your work is
before the Lord and your recompense is with your
God.

Finally, Brethren and Companions, be ye all of one
mind, live in peace, and may the God of love and
mercy delight to dwell amongst you and bless you
for evermore.
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NOBLETEA

Francmasonilor care citesc cele de mai sus le atrag
din nou atentia asupra cuvintelor marcate cu aldine.
Recititi aceste pasaje si vedeti ce se asteapta de la voi.
Tineti cont de recomandarile care vi se fac.

Daca nu sunteti Francmason, cele de mai jos vor fi
de interes, indiferent daca sunteti barbat sau femeie.
Exista un loc nobil pentru noi toti.

Pe parcursul vietii am trecut prin niste lucruri
rele. Comportament care ar fi trebuit sa fie mai bun.
Cuvinte aspre aruncate in mod nenecesar. Nerabdare
fata de cineva mai putin capabil. Egoism pana la ne-
glijenta si, din pacate, rautate.

Astfel de lucruri nu construiesc, ci distrug relatii,
vatama societatea si conduc la animozitate si lipsa de
armonie.

Un Francmason care a
urmat calea ingustd pana la
gradul de Maestru Mason
nu ar trebui sa mai dea do-
vada de astfel de lucruri. Nu
se va perfectiona niciodata
daca nu invata ca astfel de
lucruri trebuie eliminate
din viata lui. Trebuie sa in-
vete nobletea.

Daca pana in clipa cand
atinge sublimul grad un
frate nu a invatat sa-si ma-
soare timpul, sa-si corecteze
greselile, sa-si perfectioneze caracterul, sa fie corect
in relatii, sa-si pastreze un caracter vertical si sa fie
sincer cu toatd lumea, inclusiv cu el Insusi, atunci ar
trebui sa se intoarca la inceput. La momentul cand
a marturisit odinioara ca era ,pregatit In adancul
inimii”. Un astfel de frate nu ar trebui sa existe. Daca
spre rusinea Lojii lui un astfel de caz exista, Fratii din
Loja ar trebui sa-si asume raspunderea pentru aceasta
insuficienta a iubirii fratesti.

Un Francmason care a devenit Maestru Mason,
indiferent daca e barbat sau femeie, ar trebui ca pana
sa atinga acest grad sa fie smerit, bland, sa aiba un
caracter puternic si o natura nobila. Vad foarte putini
care sunt asa. Cativa sunt.

CE INSEAMNA SA FII MAESTRU MASON

Sa fie foarte clar - acesta este cel mai inalt grad
masonic. Restul este ori lipsit de valoare, ori slujeste
Maestrului, care ar trebui manifeste Marile Principii
ale Iubirii Fratesti, alinarea (slujirea fata de toti, prin
aptitudinile oferite de viata si experienta) si adevarul
(telul intelegerii si invatarii).
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NOBILITY

Those Freemasons reading the above, I bring your
attention again to the italic marked wording of the
above. Read these passages again and see what is
expected of you. Pay attention to the recommenda-
tions made to you.

If you are not a Freemason the following will be
of interest to you be you either man or woman. There
is a noble place for all.

During my walk in life I have experienced some
bad things. Behaviour that should have been better.
Harsh words that were unnecessary given to another.
Impatience with someone less able. Selfishness to the
point of neglect and sadly wickedness.

Such things are not building but destructive of
relationships, damage soci-
ety and lead to animosity
and disharmony:.

A Freemason who has
walked the strait path of
the Master Mason should
no longer display such
things. Not that he will
ever be perfected, he must
learn that such things are
to be removed from his life.
He must learn nobility.

If by the time a brother
attains the sublime degree,
he has not learnt to mea-

sure his time, apply correction to his wrongdoing,
perfect his character, been fair in dealings, maintained
upright character and been honest with all including
himself, he should return to the beginning. Where he
once confessed he was “prepared in his heart”. There
should be no such brother. If to the shame of his Lodge
this is the case the Lodge brethren should take res-
ponsibility for this shortfall of Brotherly love.

A Freemason who is a Master Mason be they Man
or Woman should by this degree be humble, meek,
strong in character and Noble of nature. [ see very
few who are like this.

There are some.

TO BE A MASTER MASON

This is the highest masonic rank and let there
be no doubt about this. All else is either without
value or one of service to the Master Mason. They
should display the Grand Principles of Brotherly
love, relief (service to all with the skills of life and
experience) and truth (that goal of understanding
and learning).



PRIVILEGIILE FRANCMASONULUI

Libertate: are posibilitatea sa caute cunoasterea
fara prejudeciti sau partinire. Isi poate pistra ideile
si credintele fara a fi persecutat.

Acceptare: este pregatit cu inima pentru filosofia
Breslei.

Cunoastere: obtinuta studiind artele liberale si
stiintele, misterele mai ascunse ale vietii si stiintelor
si, In cele din urma, prin completarea propriei vieti.

Fraternitate: o fratie a intrajutorarii si sprijinului,
spre deosebire de multe altele.

Scop: extinderea experientei si cunoasterii si do-
bandirea intelepciunii prin tot ce face.

Obiectiv: sa lase lumea un loc mai bun, sa traiasca
respectat si sa moara regretat.

Acestea sunt doar cateva, dar exista mult mai
multe. Poate cel mai important privilegiu este sa
impartaseasca toate acestea cu cei mai putini capa-
bili sau cu cei asupriti, sa faca acest lucru fara jigniri
sau laude, 1n tacere si nevazuti.

Poate cd aceasta din urma fraza i se pare ciudata
cititorului. Insi daci e si respectim una dintre marile
lumini ale Francmasoneriei, Volumul Legii Sacre
Matei 6:4 enunta aceasta necesitate (Milostenia ta sd
fie fdcutd in ascuns, si Tatdl tdu, care vede in ascuns,
fti va rdspldti). Nici un argument nu poate fi mai
important decat aceasta!

CUM SA TRAIM NOBLESSE OBLIGE

Intariti prin aplicarea instrumentelor de lucru,
insusirea recomandarilor primite, prelegerile despre
Breasla, Juraminte, Adrese si, nu in ultimul rand, de
Ritual, Maestrii Masoni ar trebui sa-i slujeasca pe
neinitiati, nu sa-i priveasca de sus.

Sa-i Invete pe cei ignoranti, pe cei tineri si pe noii
Masoni.

Sa-i vindece pe cei bolnavi, pe cei raniti, pe cei
tristi si pe cei pierduti.

Sa-i viziteze pe cei singuratici si izo-
lati de societate.

Sa-i protejeze pe cei slabi.

Sa-i mustre pe cei care fac rau.

Sa-i calauzeasca pe nelegiuiti Tnapoi
la lege.

Sa-i ierte pe cei care au gresit.

Sa evite neadevarul.

Sa ofere o vorba amabila de incurajare.

Lista ar putea continua.

Prin acestea vom sti cit de tare ne
iubim unii pe altii si pe toti pe care fi
cunoastem.
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THE PRIVILEGES OF THE FREEMASON

Free: Able to pursue knowledge without prejudice
or bias. Maintain one’s own ideas and beliefs without
persecution.

Accepted: being prepared in the heart for the
philosophy of the Craft.

Knowledge: gained by study of the liberal arts and
science, the more hidden mysteries of nature and sci-
ence and the eventual completion of their own lives.

Fraternity: a brotherhood of self help and support
unlike many others.

Purpose: to expand experience with knowledge
and gain wisdom in all they do.

Objective: to leave this world a better place, to live
respected and die regretted.

These are but a few and there are many more.
Perhaps the most important privilege is to share this
with those less able or hard pressed, to do this with-
out injury or acclaim, quietly and unseen.

This last statement is perhaps odd to the reader.
But if we are to abide by one the great lights of
Freemasonry, the Volume of the Sacred Law (VSL)
Matt 6:4 proclaims this necessity (Give your gifts in
private, and your Father, who sees everything, will
reward you). No argument can override this!

HOW TO LIVE BY NOBLESSE OBLIGE

Empowered by the application of the Working
tools, Charges of recommendations, Lectures in the
Craft, Oaths, Addresses and not least the ritual,
Master Masons should be serving, not looking down
on the uninitiated.

Teaching the ignorant, the young and the new
Mason.

Healing the sick, the wounded, the broken and the
lost.

Visiting the lonely and the isolated from society.

Helping those in need of assistance.

Protecting the weak.

Admonishing the wrong doer.

Guiding the lawless back into lawful-
ness.

Forgiving the trespasser.

Ensuring right.

Avoiding falsehood.

Giving the gracious word of encour-
agement.

The list could continue.

By these shall we show how dearly
we love each other and all that are within
our knowledge. m
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Etica Libertatii -
Etica Responsabilitatii

Titlul special al acestui Convent

al Marii Loji este: ,Etica libertatii,

Etica responsabilitatii“. Acest titlu

nu a fost ales la Intamplare, nici nu

este bazat pe retorica: a fi liber in-

seamna a purta povara unei res-

ponsabilitati etice majore. Asa cum

a spus George Bernard Shaw - atat

ironic, cat si drept - ,Libertatea

inseamna Responsabilitate si de

asta majoritatea oamenilor o oco-

lesc”, Intr-adevar, etica libertitii si

responsabilitatii implicd dedicatie,

timp, pasiune si devotament. In-

seamna investigarea adancurilor

lucrurilor pentru a pune intrebari

cu bataie lunga. Metoda de urmat

a fost descrisd de Antoine de

Saint-Exupéry, cand a scris: ,Daca

vrei sa construiesti o corabie, nu

trimite oamenii sa adune lemn si nu le da sarcini si
munca, ci mai degraba invata-i sa tanjeasca dupa ne-
sfarsita imensitate a marii. Indati ce aceast sete a fost
trezitd in ei, vor incepe sa construiasca corabia”.

Din acest motiv, societatea are nevoie de cuvinte-
le si actiunile noastre. Numai Maestrii adevarati pot
spune cuvinte si duce la bun sfarsit actiuni cu tena-
citate si curaj. lar noi vrem sa fim bratul sperantei in
aceasta sarcind, nu partea bolnava. Vrem sa fim o
voce ferma si clara, care cere sa fie ascultata in toata
zarva care nu urmadreste decat sa creeze confuzie in
constiinta omului. Vrem sa fim dintre cei care Incear-
ca sa decida destinul lor - cu libertate si responsabi-
litate - si noi nu vrem sa ni se puna botnita. Noi vrem
sa fim Lumina pentru o societate care se impiedica
cdutand etica, care se uita dupa etica — uneori dispe-
rat — dar nemaistiind ce este etica sau unde este!

Etica zilei de azi este o problema spinoasa si care
sperie. Pentru acest motiv, in aceasta perioada, su-
biecte etice sunt discutate de toatd lumea si apar ades
in articole de ziar. Dar peste toate, etica este In mintea
multor indivizi Ingrijorati, care noteaza - cu tristete -
ca etica este tot mai mult absenta din viata publica si
privati. Insi viata privati si publica fird etici duce
inevitabil la un vacuum de motivatii care stau la baza
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Ethics of Freedom -
Ethics of Responsibility

The distinctive title of this

Grand Lodge is: “Ethics of Free-

dom, Ethics of Responsibility”.

This title was not randomly select-

ed, nor is it based on rhetoric:

being free means bearing the bur-

den of a major ethical responsi-

bility. As George Bernard Shaw

said - both ironically and rightly -

“Freedom means Responsibility

and that is why most men shun it”.

Indeed, ethics of freedom and re-

sponsibility entail commitment,

time, passion, and devotion. It

means investigating the depth of

things, in order to ask wide-reach-

ing question. The method to be

followed was described by An-

toine de Saint-Exupéry, when he

wrote: “If you want to build a ship,

don’t drum up people to collect wood and don’t assign

them tasks and work, but rather teach them to long

for the endless immensity of the sea. As soon as this

thirst has been awakened in them, they will start to
work to build the ship”.

This is why society needs our words and our ac-
tions. Only real Masters can say words and carry out
actions with tenaciousness and courage. And we want
to be the arm of hope in this task, not the sick part.
We want to be a firm and clear voice, which asks to
be heeded among the clamour, which only aims at
confusing people’s conscience. We want to be among
those who try to decide for their own destiny - with
freedom and responsibility and we do not want to be
muzzled. We want to be the Light for a society which
is fumbling to find ethics, which is looking for ethics -
sometimes desperately - yet no longer knowing what
ethics is, or where it is! Today’s ethics is a thorny and
feared problem. For this reason, in this period, ethical
topics are being discussed by everybody, and they
often appear in newspaper articles.

But above all, ethics is in the mind of many con-
cerned individuals, who note - with sadness - that
ethics is more and more absent from private and
public life.



acestei decadente si distrugeri a Statului, a societatii
sau a omului. Evident, noi traim Intr-o societate lichi-
d3, cum bine a fost definita, o societate in care gandul
rataceste, unde totul - chiar si situatiile politice -
risca sa fie gelatinoase, prost definite. Totusi, datorita
unei asemenea situatii, nu se schimba sarcina noastra.
Din contra, sarcina noastra - sarcina Francmasoni-
lor — este sa reconstruim etica piedutd, dand loc
libertatii si responsabilitatii. Acesta este motivul pen-
tru care, daca suntem pusi in fatd cu o cladire cu
geamuri sparte, trebuie sa nu spargem si geamurile
rimase. Intr-adevir, trebuie si reparam geamurile
sparte. Apoi cladirea va fi din nou normala. Lasand
deoparte metaforele, repararea geamurilor sparte
inseamna absorbirea categoriei aristotelice a rela-
tiei - cu ceilalti, cu lucrurile, cu lumea, nu pentru a
distruge, ci pentru a reconstrui. Numai pornind de la
relatii este posibil sa avem experienta adevaratei etici,
etica libertatii si responsabilitatii, care poate restaura
acea ,cladire cu geamuri sparte” precum a devenit
societatea noastra, Statele noastre, omenirea noastra.

Etica - sa nu o confunddm cu morala - este, fara
indoiala, cadrul unui Stat, al unei societati, si un bar-
bat dispus sa se defineasca astfel, Giuseppe Mazzini -
in mod trist uitat de aproape toata lumea -, a
reamintit acest concept cand a plasat etica la baza
acelei ,religii civile“ in care avea Incredere, pentru ca
nou-unita Italie sa prospere. Etica este reunirea tu-
turor acelor valori umane si civile care caracterizea-
za viata Intr-o comunitate si, cu ea, viata individuala.
Este aproape superfluu sa va reamintesc voua aceste
valori: onestitatea, curajul, simtul civic, iubirea de
aproape, fratia universala, respect pentru cei care
sunt diferiti de noi, generozitate, altruism, simtul
sacrificiului, tolerantd, sensibilitate religioasa si asa
mai departe.

Etica este facuta din aceste valori - simple, de
baza, dar sculptate in inimile noastre precum , Tablele
Legii“. Nimic altceva nu e nevoie sa faca etica. Aveti
grija, totusi, cdci etica inspirata de credinta religioasa
e asemenea eticii seculare. In cartea sa intitulati
Spaccio de la Bestia Trionfante, filosoful italian
Giordano Bruno scria foarte clar: ,Zeii nu se infurie
pentru o ocara sau o ofensa adresata lor; zeii se in-
furie cand se initiaza actiuni ce creeaza disensiuni
in coeziunea sociald, slabesc Statul, Legea, Justitia.
Nu existd asemenea lucru precum o religie adevarata
sau falsa (si cine ar putea spune - cand vine vorba
de credinta - ce e adevarat si ce fals?) Existd, in
schimb, religii folositoare si religii daunatoare. lar
eficienta unei religii poate fi masurata numai dupa
efectele pozitive sau negative pe care le produce in-
tr-o societate“ Actiunile conteaza. Rasplata trebuie
sa meargd nu la cei ce au ,vindecat un olog® ci la cei
care si-au eliberat tara si vindecat un suflet tulburat”.
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Yet, private and public life without ethics inevita-
bly leads to a motivational vacuum that lies at the
basis of the decadence and destruction of a State,
a society, or a man. Of course, we live in a liquid soci-
ety, as aptly defined, a society where thought is er-
rant, where everything - even political situations - runs
the risk of being gelatinous, ill-defined. Yet, owing to
such a situation, our task does not change. On the
contrary, our task - the task of Freemasons - is to
rebuild lost ethics, giving room to freedom and re-
sponsibility. This is the reason why, if we are facing a
building with shattered window glasses, we must not
shatter the remaining glasses. We must, instead, re-
pair the broken glasses. Then, the building will be
normal again. Metaphors apart, repairing broken
glasses means absorbing the Aristotelian category of
relationships, with the others, with things, with the
world, not to destroy, but to rebuild. Only starting from
relationships, is it possible to experience real ethics,
ethics of freedom and responsibility, which can re-
store that “building with broken glasses” as our society,
our States, our mankind have become. Ethics - which
must not be confused with morals - is undoubtedly the
framework of a State, a society, and a man willing to
define himself as such. Giuseppe Mazzini - sadly almost
forgotten by everybody - recalled this concept when he
placed ethics at the basis of that “civil religion” in which
he relied, so that newly unified Italy could thrive. Ethics
is the set of all those human and civil values that char-
acterize life within a community, and with it, also indi-
vidual life. It is almost superfluous to remind you of
those values: honesty, courage, civic sense, love for one’s
neighbour, universal brotherhood, respect for those who
are different from us, generosity, altruism, the sense of
sacrifice, tolerance, religious sensitivity, and so on.

Ethics, secular ethics, is made up of these values -
simple, basic, yet sculpted in our hearts as the “Tables
of the Law”. Nothing else is needed to make ethics. Be
careful however, that ethics inspired by a religious
belief is also very similar to secular ethics. In his book
titled Spaccio de la bestia trionfante, the Italian philo-
sopher Giordano Bruno wrote very clearly: “Gods do
not enrage for a swear or an offence addressed to
them; gods enrage when actions are made that cause
splits in social cohesion, weakening the State, the Law,
and Justice. There is no such thing as a true or false
religion (and who could say - when it comes to faith -
what is true and what is false?). There are, instead,
useful religions and harmful religions.

And the effectiveness of a religion can only be
measured according to the positive or negative effects
it produces in a society”. Actions matter. Reward must
not go to those who have “healed a cripple”, but to
those who have freed their country and healed a
troubled soul”.
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Totusi, remarca amara dar spontana este ca etica,
aceasta aspiratie de a trai etic, pare sa fie strdina so-
cietdtii noastre, Italiei asa cum este acum. Valorile
mentionate de Mazzini par a fi distantate de senti-
mentul public. O lume de oameni corupti, oameni care
se dau mari, ticalosi, hoti de nimic si indivizi destepti,
pare sa ii invinga pe acei oameni de onoare carora
Mazzini voia sa le incredinteze soarta tarii sale - a
tarii noastre. Aceasta tara pare sa fie distantd, daca
nu de-a dreptul straind, acelor oameni plini de buna-
vointd, cei cu o inima pura si cetateni adevarati. Pen-
tru acest motiv, lipsa de comportament etic este o
adevarata boala sociald. Aceasta nu este o problema
de neglijat, caci lipsa comportamentului etic provoaca
slabirea justitiei. Dar ,fara justitie, ce este Statul, daca
nu o banda de hoti“ - acestea sunt tristele si profeti-
cele cuvinte ale Fericitului Augustin, unul dintre
Parintii Fondatori ai Civilizatiei Occidentale si Cresti-
natatii. Daca nu exista Incredere in Stat si 1n justitie,
se poate spune - generalizand o afirmatie faimoasa a
lui Feodor Mihailovici Dostoievski — cd ,totul este
permis”. Si ,permisiunea“ generalizata conduce inevi-
tabil la haos, lupte Intre grupuri si o situatie sociala
degeneratd si degenerand, In care - dupa cum a scris
Hobbes - ,homo homini lupus” (,omul e lup pentru
om”). Aceasta propozitie poate fi - cu tristete - con-
firmata astazi. Mai degraba, este necesar sa restau-
ram responsabilitatea gandirii fata de situatia
curenta si sa recuperam valoarea indivizilor - a fiin-
telor umane, dincolo de grupuri etnice, ideologii si
societati. Acesta este singurul fel de a reactiona la
noul nihilism, care pentru multa vreme a proclamat
depasirea indivizilor, anihilarea tuturor valorilor etice
si, cu ele, anihilarea justitiei.

Noi stim, totusi, ca responsabilitatea gandirii si
fiintelor umane este prea des uitata. Dar, ca Franc-
masoni, noi nu putem accepta ceea ce se intampla - in
fapt, trebuie sa respingem asta cu toata forta. Noi
sustinem rolul central al eticii, cultura eticii si priori-
tatea eticii laice, inteligente si de bataie lunga. Ea este
distilata - istoric - din culturile greaca si lating, cres-
cand din cele mai bune elemente ale traditiei iu-
deo-crestine, din spiritul cavaleriei medievale, din
visul renascentist al omului In centrul universului,
din curajul eroilor din secolele al cincisprezecelea si
al saisprezecelea (ganditi-va la Galileo Galilei si
Giordano Bruno), dintre acei atleti ai inteligentei (in-
telectualii [luminismului) si dintre Parintii miscarii
italiene Risorgimento: toti aceia care si-au sacrificat
tineretea, viata, familiile si averea pentru etica unei
noi Italii. Au facut asta fara ezitare, fara sa paseasca
inapoi, fara compromisuri si fara sa fie distrusi. Tre-
buie sa asimilam experienta lor stiind ca ceea ce
conteaza cu adevarat nu este cunoasterea cumulati-
va, ci pretul ce l-am platit - si vom continua sa-1
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However, the bitter though spontaneous remark
is that this ethics, this aspiration to live ethically,
seems to be alien to our society, to Italy as it is now.
The values mentioned by Mazzini seem to be distant
from common feeling. A world of corrupt people,
wide boys, boasters, crooks, petty thieves, and smart
fellows seems to prevail over those men of honour to
whom Mazzini wanted to entrust the fate if his coun-
try — of our own country. This country seems to be
distant - if not downright alien - to people of good
will, those who have a pure heart, and real citizens.
For this reason, the lack of ethicality is a real social
disease. It is not a matter to be taken lightly. It is not
a matter to be neglected, as the lack of ethicality
causes the weakening of justice. But “Without justice,
what is a State, if not a band of malefactors”: these
are the sad and prophetic words by St. Augustine,
one of the Founding Fathers of Western Civilization
and Christianity. If there is no trust in the State and
justice, it can be said - secularizing a famous sen-
tence by Fédor Michajlovic Dostoevskij - that
“everything is permitted”. And the generalized “per-
mission” inevitably leads to chaos, the fight between
gangs, and a degenerated and degenerative social
situation in which - as Hobbes wrote - “homo homini
lupus - Man is Wolf to Man”. This statement can be -
sadly - ascertained today. Instead, it is necessary to
restore the responsibility of thought towards the
current situation, and recover the value of indivi-
duals - of human beings, beyond ethnic groups,
ideologies, and societies. This is the only way to
react to the new nihilism, which for a long time
now has been proclaiming the supersession of in-
dividuals, the annihilation of every ethic value, and
with them, the annihilation of justice.

We know, however, that the responsibility of
thought and human beings are all too often forgotten.
Yet, we as Free Masons cannot accept what happens
elsewhere - in fact, we must reject it with all our
strengths. We claim the central role of ethics, culture
of ethics, and priority of ethics, of secular, intelligent,
and far-reaching ethics. It is distilled - historically -
from the Greek and Roman cultures, stemming from
the best elements of the Jewish-Christian tradition,
from the spirit of the Medieval Knighthood, from
the Renaissance dream of man at the centre of the
universe, from the courage of the heroes of the 15%
and 16" Centuries (think about Galileo Galilei and
Giordano Bruno), from those Athletes of intelligence
(the intellectuals of the Enlightenment), and from the
Fathers of the Italian Risorgimento: those who sacri-
ficed their youth, their life, their families and their
wealth for the ethics of a new Italy. They did it with-
out hesitating, without stepping back, without com-
promises, and without breaking down. We must take



platim - pentru ceea ce credem noi ca este drept sa
gandim, rostim si faptuim. Giordano Bruno a scris in
cartea sa intitulata Oratio Valedictoria: ,Muncind, am
profitat; suferind, am avut experiente; traind in exil,
am invatat”. Aceasta este calea pe care toti oamenii
cu indoieli trebuie sa o parcurga.

Asta este si calea etica la care ne uitam si care
constituie propria noastra istorie, desi uneori pare
o etica minima. De fapt, este o cale plina de provocari
decisive: de la bioetica la libertatea de a gandi, de la
politica intentionata ca proiect si destin, nu numai
birocratie, la subiectele importante privind mediul
inconjurator si relatiile intre popoare. Aceasta cale -
care pare a fi o ,,eticd minima“ - se dezvolta prin cau-
tare si dialog. Trece dincolo de diferente - dincolo de
orice diferente - in numele singurului Panteon pe
care il recunoastem, care e redus la un cuvant: ome-
nire. In numele omenirii, ceea ce pare ,minim“ e de
fapt ,maxim“ A intelege asta e un semn de Intelepciu-
ne; a avea aceasta experienta in vietile noastre de zi
cu zi este un semn de mare putere a mintii. Noi am
invatat asta din munca Lojilor noastre si, din acest
motiv, ne putem confrunta cu problemele etice evitate
de multi - inclusiv de Biserica - fara sa punem intre-
barile corecte si fara sa pretindem ca putem da ras-
punsurile corecte. Noi punem intrebarile corecte de
multd vreme si am incercat sa oferim raspunsuri
posibile alegand sa ,zburam in inaltimi“ precum vul-
turii, lasandu-i pe altii sa zboare jos, precum gainile.

In virtutea acestei aspiratii citre eticd, noi reafir-
mam cu putere nevoia - cel putin pentru Italia - unei
cotituri etice, care include pe toata lumea intr-un fel
responsabil: de la politicieni la cetdteni, de la inte-
lectuali la muncitori, de la studenti la femei, tineri si
oameni care au migrat In Italia. Este o cotitura calita-
tivd. Din numai cateva randuri scrise de catre Lewis
Mumford, noi realizam ca opusul se intampla; cultura
si societatea sunt tot mai mult interesate de cantitate
si tind sa ignore calitatea. Trebuie sa avem curajul
etic, totusi, sa afirmam primatul calitatii; calitatea
gandirii si calitatea vietii. Fara aceste doua elemente,
riscul de intoarcere la comportamente irationale, la
ura si violenta este foarte ridicat. De asta este necesar
sa optam pentru calitatea care cere, in primul rand,
sa abandonam limbajul singuratatii si sa ne deschi-
dem lumii si altor oameni. Totusi, a ne deschide lumii
si altor oameni Inseamna sa ne dezvoltam abilitatea
de a simti uimire; exact cum facem In timpul initierii.
Din acest motiv - crezand ca visele si uimirea sunt
similare - trebuie sa urmam aceeasi cale a maestrilor
viselor, pentru a putea deveni maestrii viselor, oameni
care cred ca istoria este calea care continua prin iar-
ba; nu stim unde duce, dar suntem convinsi ca va fi
placut sa parcurgem o asemenea cale. Cum spunea

49

stock of their experiences, knowing that what really
matters is not accumulating knowledge, but the price
we paid - and we will continue to pay - for what we
believe is right to think, say, and do.

Giordano Bruno wrote in his work titled Oratio
Valedictoria: “By working I profited, by suffering I had
experiences, by living in exile [ learnt”. This is the path
that all the men of doubt must cover.

This is also the ethical way we look at and which
makes up our own history, even though it sometimes
seems a minimum ethics. Actually, it is a path full
of decisive challenges: from bioethics to freedom of
thought, from politics intended as a project and a fate,
and not mere bureaucracy, to the important topics
concerning the environment and relations between
peoples. This path - which is apparently a “minimum
ethics” - develops through quest and dialogue. It goes
beyond differences - beyond any difference - in the
name of the only Pantheon that we recognize, which
is summarized in one word: mankind. In the name of
mankind, what seems “minimum” is actually “maximum”.
Understanding this is a sign of wisdom; experiencing
this in our everyday lives is a sign of a great strength
of mind. We have learnt this from our Lodge work,
and for this reason we can vie with the ethical issues
which are skirted by many - including the Church -
without asking the right questions and without
claiming that we can provide the right answers. We
have been asking the right questions for long, and
we have tried to provide possible answers, by choos-
ing to “fly high” like eagles. Other people are left to
fly low, like hens.

By virtue of this aspiration to ethics, we strongly
reaffirm the need - at least for Italy - for an ethic
breakthrough, involving everybody, responsibly: from
politicians to citizens, from intellectuals to workers,
from students to women, young people and people
who migrate to Italy. It is a qualitative breakthrough.
From just a few lines written by Lewis Mumford, we
realize that the opposite is happening; culture and
society are increasingly interested in quantity, and
they tend to ignore quality. We must have the ethical
courage, instead, to claim the primacy of quality;
quality of thinking and quality of life. Without these
two elements, the risk of going back to irrational
behaviours, to hatred and violence is very high. This is
why it is necessary to embrace the quality that requires,
first of all, abandon the language of loneliness, and
open up to the world and other people. Yet, opening
up to the world and to other people means developing
the capability to feel astonishment; just as we did
during our initiation. For this reason - believing that
dreams and astonishment are similar - we must cover
the same path of the masters of dream, so that we can
become masters of dream, men who believe that
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Fratele Goethe: ,Continuam pe calea noastra fara frici.

Intotdeauna vi cerem si fiti plini de speranti“

Asa cum visul, speranta si simtul etic sunt pietrele
unghiulare ale invatarii si cautarii masonice, dupa
cuvintele socratice: ,0 viata fara cautare nu merita
traita“ De asta noi, ca Francmasoni, suntem nelinistiti,
liberi de dogme, oameni care nu vor sa se multumeas-
ca cu altceva decat cu cele mai bune, care cauta ce e
mai bun pentru ei si pentru alti oameni. Dar a cauta
nu ne face necredinciosi. Francmasoneria nu este -
cum unii au spus In mod gresit - multiplicarea relati-
vismului si mama nihilismului. Din contra, desi
Francmasoneria — cum a spus Voltaire - a aparat,
apara si va continua sa apere largul spectru al valori-
lor altor oameni, asta nu inseamna ca renunta la va-
lori. Asta nu inseamna ca Francmasoneria crede ca
oamenii trebuie sa nu aiba valori. Nu inseamna ca,
dupa Francmasonerie, viata publica trebuie sa fie o
jungla, unde cei mai puternici, cei mai violenti sau cei
mai inteligenti razbat. De fapt, Fracmasoneria crede,
ca Vaclav Havel, ca: ,Fara valori si obligatii morale,
impartasite si Inraddcinate adanc, nici legea si nici
guvernul democratic sau economia de piata nu vor
merge bine“. Francmasoneria pune in miezul sau un
comportament etic compus din valorile eterne ale
omului; acele valori care 1i fac pe oameni oameni. Pe
de alta parte, nu poate fi cunoastere a cuvintelor pier-
dute - tocmai simbolul cautarii - fara o nesfarsita
dragoste de om, fara ezitare si fara indoiala. Pentru
asta militeaza Francmasonii, impotriva celor care se
indoiesc sau se impotrivesc lor in toata lumea. Nu este
un accident ca Francmasoneria a fost acuzata si per-
secutata de toate regimurile totalitare in care etica a
fost sacrificata iIn numele ideologiei bazate pe institu-
tii, birocratie si dogme politice si teoretice, nu bazate
pe om. Pentru a urma aceasta eticd, Francmasoneria
a platit un pret foarte ridicat: pe campuri de lupta, in
lagare de concentrare, in camere de torturd, in exil, in
fata plutoanelor de executie. Pretul platit de Franc-
masonerie 1n fiecare zi este marginalizarea sistema-
tica, discreditarea, respingerea si dispretul. Acesti
mari eroi - pe care lumea nu li comemoreaza - sunt
in inimile noastre si sunt printre noi, in mod ideal, si
ne roaga sa fim ca ei.

Intr-adevar, Francmasoneria urmeazi calea lor,
urmarind principii etice neschimbate. Foloseste me-
toda ezoterica tipica Francmasoneriei si iese din
Traditie. Este o metoda care nu are nimic de-a face cu
formele religioase, cvasi-religioase sau oculte. Franc-
masoneria nu e o Biserica sau aurul de la capatul
curcubeului, folosit sa insele sau jefuiasca oamenii
care si-au pierdut speranta, care sunt frustrati sau
creduli. Ezoterismul este o valoare etica concentrata
pe imaginea unui om implinit, care are rezultate prin
ifmbunatatirea rezultata din practica rituala si studiul
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history is a path that continues in the greenery; we
do not know where it leads to, yet we are certain that
it will be nice to cover such a path. As Brother Goethe
wrote: “We continue on our path without fears.
We always call upon you to be full of hope”.

As dream, hope, and ethical sense are the corner-
stones of Masonic learning and quest, according to
the Socratic words: “A life without quest is not worth
living”. This is why we, as Freemasons, are restless,
free from dogmas, people who do not settle for sec-
ond best, who look for what is best for them and
other people. Yet, searching does not mean being mis-
believers. Freemasonry is not — as someone wrongly
states - the multiplication of relativism and the
mother of nihilism. On the contrary, although Free-
masonry - as Voltaire stated - has always defended,
defends, and will continue to defend the wide spectrum
of other people’s values, this does not mean that it
renounces its values. It does not mean that Freema-
sonry believes that man must not have values. It does
not mean that according to Freemasonry public life
must be a jungle, where the strongest, the most vio-
lent, or the smartest, prevail. In fact, Freemasonry
believes, like Vaclav Havel, that: “Without values and
moral obligations, shared and deeply rooted, neither
the law nor the democratic government, or market
economy shall work correctly”. Freemasonry places
at its core an ethicality made up of man’s timeless
values; those values that make men as such. On the
other hand, there cannot be knowledge of the lost
words - the very symbol of quest - without an endless
love for man, without hesitation and without vacilla-
tion. This is shown by the constant militancy of Free-
masonry against those who question or reject
Freemasons, all over the world. It is not by accident
that Freemasonry has been prosecuted and persecuted
by all totalitarian regimes in which ethics was sacri-
ficed in the name of an ideology based on institutions,
bureaucracy, and political and theocratic dogmas, not
based on man. To pursue this ethics, Freemasonry has
paid a very high price: on battlefields, in concentration
camps, in torture cells, with exile, before firing squads.
The price Freemasonry pays every day is systematic
marginalization, discredit, rejection, and scorn.
These great heroes - whom the world does not
commemorate - are in our hearts and are ideally
among us each time we meet, and they urge us to be
like them.

Indeed, Freemasonry follows their path, pursuing
the same, unchanging ethical principles. It uses the
esoteric method which is typical of Freemasonry and
stems from its Tradition. It is a method that has noth-
ing to do with religious, religious-like, or occultist
forms. Freemasonry is not a Church or a “fool’s gold”,
used to deceive or rob people who are disenchanted,



simbolurilor. Simboluri care nu sunt formule magice
sau porcdrii spiritiste, sa Intelegem clar asta, dar
obiecte materiale si expresii lingvistice - adesea
jucate sau rostite -, prin care noi percepem acele
valori eterne care stau la baza eticii universale.

Toate simbolurile folosite de Francmasonerie, la
fel ca formulele rituale, vizeaza plenitudinea, dem-
nitatea, simtul transcendentei, respectul pentru om
si natura, toleranta, fratia, perfectionarea indivizi-
lor si comunitatilor, intelepciunea. Acestea sunt
virtutile pe care le-am dori la baza oricarei societati
si fiecarei fiinte vii. Pentru acest motiv, un mare
carturar renascentist precum Girolamo Cardano,
scria ca ,viata umana e simbolica; cei care nu o in-
teleg nu sunt oameni®

Pentru acest motiv, unul dintre subiectele asupra
carora Marele Maestru a insistat Intotdeauna si va
insista intotdeauna este absoluta respectare a Ritualu-
lui si practicii esoterice la diferitele Grade, la fel ca
intelegerea culturii Masonice ca o cultura etica. Si ca
ambele sunt absolut inseparabile, pentru ca ambele
sunt mesajul nostru: un mesaj de vitalitate si speran-
ta pentru o societate extenuata si lipsita de motivatie.

Aceste valori propun, mai Inainte de toate, un
mesaj de libertate. Intr-adevir, libertatea este chiar
esenta Francmasoneriei. Daca etica este etica adeva-
ratd, transmite libertatea. Unde libertatea nu inseam-
nd haos, anarhie sau egoism, ci mai degraba datorii
si responsabilitati: datoria de a fi fericit cu altii si
pentru altii si respnsabilitatea de a atinge fericirea
individuala si comuna prin relatii umane si o alta
sensibilitate catre lume. Asta inseamna ca scopul
nostru este sa schimbam lumea, sa facem lumea mai
dreapta si fericita, deci mai libera. Pana cand Fratia
nu va atinge asta, niciun fel de libertate adevarata nu
va exista. Cata vreme nu vor avea toti conditii decen-
te de trai, nu va exista libertate. Cata vreme nu va
exista tolerantd, nu va exista libertate si nu va exista
fericire.

Pare evident, dar nu este. Daca - asa cum a scris
Rousseau - ,,Oamenii se nasc liberi; dar peste tot
sunt in lanturi® Si lanturile nu sunt numai lanturile
grele ale inchisorilor si lagarelor de concentrare, dar
si lanturile mai usoare ale controlului mass-media
si urii, care in mod subtil prinde mainile si mintile
celor mai slabi, ceea ce i poate face slavi fara sa isi
dea seama. De asta trebuie sa intelegem ce e liber-
tatea, sa o traim pana la capat si sa fim gata sa lup-
tam ca toti sa o poata obtine. Acesta este secretul
antic pe care Francmasonii 1l poarta in inimile lor si
transmit tuturor celor ce vor sa parcurgd, cu ei, o
cale comuna. Si gandesc, cum fac Francmasonii si
cum a zis Kant, cad,omul nu e un mijloc, ci un scop”
si ca viata merita traita pentru a obtine acest scop.
Cu asta In minte, Francmasoneria se ridica la nivelul
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frustrated, or gullible. Our esotericism is an ethical
value that focuses on the image of accomplished and
fulfilled man, who has achieved results through the
improvement resulting from the ritual practice and
the study of symbols. Symbols that are not magical
formulas or spiritistic junks (let’s be clear about this),
but material objects and linguistic - often perform-
ing - expressions, through which we can perceive
those eternal values which are at the basis of universal
ethics.

All the symbols used by Freemasonry, as well as
ritual formulas, aim at enhancing completeness, dig-
nity, sense of transcendence, respect for man and
nature, tolerance, brotherhood, improvement of
individuals and communities, and wisdom. These are
the virtues that we would like to be the very founda-
tions of every society and every living being. For this
reason, a great Renaissance sage man like Girolamo
Cardano, wrote that “human life is symbolic; those
who do not understand it are not men”.

For this reason, one of the topics on which the
Grand Master has always insisted, and will always
insist, is absolute compliance with the Ritual and the
esoteric practice at the various Degrees, as well as
understanding that Masonic culture is a culture of
ethicality. And that both are absolutely inseparable,
because both are our message: a message of vitality
and hope for a society that is exhausted and lacks
motivation.

These values propose, first of all, a message of
freedom. Indeed, freedom is the very essence of Free-
masonry. If ethics is real ethics, it conveys freedom,
where freedom does not mean chaos, anarchy, or
selfishness, but rather duty and responsibility: the
duty to be happy with others, and for the others and
the responsibility to achieve individual and common
happiness through human relationships and different
sensitivity towards the world. This means changing
the world as a target to be set, making the world more
right and happy, hence freer. Until Brotherhood is not
achieved, no real freedom will exist. Until decent living
conditions are not available to everyone, there will
be no freedom. Until there is no tolerance, there
will be no freedom, and there will be no happiness.

[t seems obvious, but it is not. If - as Rousseau
wrote - “Men were born free, they are in chains
everywhere”. And chains are not just the heavy chains
of jails and concentration camps, but also the lighter
chains of mass-media control and hatred, which
subtly clutches the wrists and narrows the minds of
the weakest, which can make them unaware slaves.
This is why we must understand what freedom is, live
it thoroughly, and be ready to fight so that everybody
can obtain it. This is the ancient secret that Free-
masons have in their hearts, and convey to all those
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provocarii pentru un comportament etic care e si
libertate si responsabilitate, invitand toti oamenii
care sunt liberi, puternici si pregatiti sa o accepte,
sa intre in Francmasonerie, platind pretul pentru
aceasta provocare, daca e necesar. Mai multa liber-
tate si mai multa responsabilitate: aceasta e provo-
carea noastra de la Rimini, catre societatea italiana.

Noi suntem constienti cd asta implica un exemplu
dat altora si purtand - totodata cu Umilinta - bine-
venita dar dificila povara a rigorii si milei, fara de care
nici libertatea si nici responsabilitatea nu pot exista.
Si nici etica adevarata.

Doresc sa trag o concluzie la aceste remarci, ci-
tand o afirmatie plind de inteles a unui scriitor care
a imbratisat multe valori ale ezoterismului, Intelep-
ciunii, eticii, libertatii si responsabilitatii. Paolo
Coelho scrie: ,Nu regret momentele in care sufar;
port cicatricele pe mine, ca si cum ar fi medalii, stiu
cd libertatea are un pret mare, la fel de mare ca scla-
via. Singura diferenta este ca platesti pentru ea cu
placere si cu un zambet, chiar daca zambetul e scal-
dat in lacrimi®,

(Reprinted from Masonic Forum Magazine No.40)
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who wish to cover, with them, a common path and
think, as Freemasons do and Kant said, that “man is
not a means, but an end” and that to obtain this end,
life is worth living. With this in mind, Freemasonry
stands up to the challenge for an ethicality that is
both freedom and responsibility, inviting all men who
are free, strong, and ready to accept it, to join Free-
masonry; paying the price for this challenge, if neces-
sary. More freedom and more responsibility: this is
our challenge from Rimini, to the Italian society.

We are aware that this entails being an example to
others, and bearing - along with Humility - the wel-
come but heavy burden of Rigour and Mercy, without
which neither freedom nor responsibility exist, and
not even real ethics. I wish to conclude these remarks
by quoting a particularly meaningful and poetic sen-
tence by a writer who has embraced many values of
esotericism, wisdom, ethicality, freedom and respon-
sibility. Paolo Coelho wrote: “I do not regret the mo-
ments in which I suffered; I bear scars on me, as if
they were medals, I know that freedom has a high
price, as high as that of slavery. The only difference
is that you pay for it with pleasure, and with a smile
...even when that smile is drenched in tears”. ®
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Dowland Manuscript
Legenda Breslei / The Legend of the Craft

(Reprinted from Masonic Forum Magazine No.6-7, 2001)

Prin Puterea Tatdlui Regilor, cu intelepciunea
Fiului Sau slavit, prin harul bunatatii Sfantului
Duh, erau trei persoane intr-una singura fiinta, fii
cu noi la Inceputurile noastre si dia-ne noua harul
sa stapanim in vietile noastre

trecatoare, astfel sa ajungem in

imparatia Lui fara sfarsit. Amin.!

Buni frati si discipoli: scopul

nostru este sa va spunem cum

si in ce fel a inceput valoroasa

stiinta a Masoneriei si apoi cum

a fost ajutata de regi si printi

vrednici si de alti dreptcredin-

ciosi.

Si de asemenea, celor care sunt

doritori, noi le declaram dato-

ria ce apartine fiecarui mason

si sa o tind in buna credinta.

Drept pentru care zicem: merita

sa fie bine pastratd ca o breasla

valoroasa si o stiintd iscoditoare.

Caci fie sapte stiinte liberale,

din care sapte e (numai una)

intr-una.

Si numele celor sapte stiinte, fie acestea: prima
e Gramatica; si care fnvata pre om sa vorbeasca
intru adevar si sa scrie intru adevar.

Si a doua este Retorica; si care Invatd pre om sa
vorbeasca drept intru vorbe ticluite.

Si a treia este Dialectica; si care invata pre om
sa cantareasca sau sa stie intre adevar si fals.

Si a patra este Aritmetica; si invatd pre om sa vada
si sa socoteasca toate felurile de numere.

Si a cincea e chemata Geometrie; si asta invata
pre om masuratoarea si masura pamantului si
tuturor celorlalte lucruri.

De unde asta stiinta se cheama Masonerie.

Si a sasea stiinta se cheama Muzica; si asta invata
pre om despre cant si voce, despre limba si orga,
harpa si surla.

Si a saptea stiinta se cheama Astronomie; si asta
invata pre om mersul soarelui, al lunii si al ste-
lelor.

! In manuscrisul Landsdowne, precum si in cele mai multe
manuscrise, formula este Tatd Ceresc, in loc de Parinte al
Regilor.

1.

10.

11.
12.

The might of the Father of Kings, with the

wisdome of his glorious Son, through the grace

of the goodness of the Holy Ghost, bene three

persons in one Godheade, be with us at our
beginninge, and give us grace so to
governe us here in this mortail life
liveinge, that we may come to his
kingdome that never shall have
endinje. Amen.!
2. "Good Breetheren and Followes:
Our purpose is to tell you how and
in what manner this worthy sci-
ence of Masonrye was begunne,
and afterwards how it was favoured
by worthy Kings and Princes, and
by many other worshippfull men.
3. And also to those that be will-
inge, wee will declare the charge
that belongeth to any true Mason to
keepe for in good faith.
4. And yee have good heede
thereto; it is well worthy to be
well kept for a worthy craft and a
curious science.

For there be Seaven liberall Sciences, of the which

seaven it is one of them.

And the names of the Seaven Seyences bene

these: First is Grammere, and it teacheth man to

speake truly and write truly.

And the second is Rhethoricke; and teacheth a

man to speake faire in subtill termes.

And the third is Dialectyke; and teacheth a man

for to discern or know truth from false.

And the fourth is Arithmeticke; and that teacheth

a man for to recken and to accompte all manner

of numbers.

And the fifth is called Geometrie; and that

teacheth mett and measure of earth and of all

other things;

of the which science is called Masonrye.

And the sixth science is called Musicke; and that

teacheth a man of songe and voice, of tongue

and orgaine, harpe and trompe.

! In the Landsdowne, and most of the other MSS., the formula
is "the Father of the Heavens", or "of Heaven".
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14. Fie acestea cele sapte Stiinte Liberale, cele care
au fost ctitorite de una, si aceea se numeste
Geometrie.

15. Si omul poate chezasi ca stiinta lucrarii e ctitori-
ta de Geometrie, ca Geometria a invatat pe om
masuratoarea si masura, ponderea si greutatea
tuturor lucrurilor de pre pamant, ca nu este om
care a lucrat doar vreo stiinta, caci a lucrat si
masura, si masuratoarea, si nici un om nu a cum-
parat si a vandut, ci a cumparat si a vandut dupa
masura sau greutate, si totul acesta se cheama
Geometrie.

16. Si pre acestea le folosesc negustorii si mesterii
si toate celelalte stiinte, si in special plugarul si
cultivatorul tuturor felurilor de pamanturi, gra-
nare, vii, flori si cultivatori de alte roade si poame;
nici Gramatica sau Retorica, nici Astronomia sau
nici una din celelalte Sapte Stiinte nu isi pot gasi
masura si masuratoarea fara Geometrie.

17. De aceea se crede ca stiinta Geometriei este cea
mai vrednica si fondatoarea celorlalte.?

18. Cum s-au inceput aceste vrednice Stiinte, eu va
voi spune.

19. Tnainte de Potopul lui Noe, era un om ce se chema
Lameche, dupa cum este numit in Biblie, in al
patrulea Capitol al Genezei; si acest Lameche a
avut douad sotii, si una era Ada, si cealalta era
Sella; de la prima sotie, Ada, a primit doi fii, pre
numele lor Jabell si cestdlalt Tuball, si de la cea-
lalta, Sella, a avut un fiu si o fiica.

20. Si acesti patru copii au gasit izvoarele cestor
stiinte n lume.

21. Si acest fiu mai varstnic, Jabell, a inceput stiinta
Geometriei, si el a plecat cu turmele de oi si miei
pe campuri si mai intdi a facut casa din lemn si
piatrd, dupa cum este scris in capitolul mai Ina-
inte spus.?

22. Si fratele lui Tuball a Inceput stiinta Muzicii, a
cantului din glas, harpa si orga.

23. Si al treilea frate, Tuball Cain, a inceput mestesu-
gul aurului, argintului, cuprului, fierului si otelu-
lui; si fiica a inceput mestesugul tesutului.

24. Si acesti copii stiau bine ca Dumnezeu va pedep-
si pentru pacat fie prin foc, fie prin apa; caci ei
au scris stiinta lor pre carele au Incaput-o in doi

17 Fondatoarea = in engleza findeth, folosit in sensul Anglo-
Saxon vechi de a inventa, a porni. Cu alte cuvinte, Geometria
a inventat, a fost sursa celorlate stiinte.

21 Case de lemn si piatrda = un exemplu de informatie fara
acuratete, in textul original, deoarece Jabal a fost cel dintai
care a "construit case de lemn si piatra”, dar si nomad, iar
in stilul nomad de viata, nu se construiau case. El a inventat
probabil corturi din pielea oilor, pentru a-i fi adapost pe timp
de ploaie sau furtuna. Este evident ca n acele vremuri, pastorii
isi mutau destul de des turmele pe alte pasuni.

13. And the seaventh science is called Astronomye;
and that teacheth a man the course of sunn,
moone and starrs.

14. These be the Seaven liberall Sciences, the which
bene all founded by one Science, that is to say
Geometrie.

15. And this may a man prove, that the science of the
work is founded by Geometrie, for Geometrie
teacheth a mann mett and measure, ponderatoin
and weight, of all manner of things on earth, for
there is no man that worketh any science, but he
worketh by some mett or measure, or no man
that buyeth or selleth, by some measure or by
some weight, and all these is Geometrie.

16. And these use merchants and all craftsmen, and
all other of the Saven Sciences, and in especiall the
plowman and tillers of all manner of grounds,
graynes, vynes, flowers and setters of other fruits;
for Grammere or Retricke, neither Astronomie nor
none of all the other Seaven Sciences can no man-
ner find mett nor measure without Geometrie.

17. Wherefore methinketh that the science of
Geometrie is most worthy, and that findeth all
other.?

18. How that these worthy Sciences were first be-
gunne, I shall you tell.

19. Before Noye's flood, there was a man called
Lameche, as it is written in the Byble in the iiijth
chapter of Genesis; and this Lameche had two
wives, and the one height Ada, and that other
height Sella; by his first wife Ada he gott two sons,
and that one Jabell and thother Tuball, and by that
other wife Sella he got a son and a daughter.

20. And these four children founden the beginning
of all sciences in the world.

21. And this elder son Jabell found the science of
Geometrie, and he departed flocks of sheep and
lambs in the field, and first wrought house of
stone and tree, as is noted in the chapter above
said. 3

22. And his brother Tuball found the science of mu-
sicke, songe of tonge, harp and orgaine.

23. And the third brother, Tuball Cain, found smith-
craft of gold, silver, copper, iron and steele; and
the daughter found the craft of Weavinge.

17 Used in its primitive Anglo-Saxon meaning of "to invent, to
devise". Geometry invented or devised all other sciences.

21 This is an instance of the inaccuracy of these old records in
historical lore. So far from Jabal being the first who "wrought
house of stone and tree", he was the originator of the nomadic
life, in which such buildings are never used. He invented tents,
made most probably of skins, to be temporary residence of
a pastoral people, led by the exigency of a want of food to
remove their flocks from time to time to new pastures.
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stalpi de piatra care sa fie gasiti dupa Potopul lui
Noe.

Siuna acea piatra era de marmura, pentru carele
nar fi ars prin foc; si cealalta era din caramizi
arse si lipite, sa nu se strice 1n nici o apa.
Vrerea noastra este ca adevarat sa va spunem
cum si in ce fel au fost gasite aceste pietre in care
erau aste stiinte scrise.

Marele Hermarynes, carele era fiul lui Cub, care
Cub era fiul lui Sem, care era

fiul lui Noe.

Acest Hermarynes a fost mai

apoi numit Harmes, Parintele

Inteleptilor; el a gasit unul din

cei doi stalpi de piatra si a gasit

stiinta scrisa acolo si a impar-

tasit-o celorlalti oameni.

Sila facerea Turnului Babilonu-

lui, atunci a faptuit prima oara

Masoneria.

Si regele Babilonului, care se

numea Nemrothe, era el insusi

mason; si el iubea mult stiinta,

ceea ce e spus si de (maestrii)

cronicari.*

Si cand s-ar fi facut cetatea Nini-

velor si alte cetati ale Orientului,

Nemrothe, regele Babilonului, a

trimis intr-acolo trei echipe de masoni la rugamin-
tea regelui din Ninive, tatal lui.

Si cand i-a trimis Intr-acolo, le-a dat o insarcinare
intru acest fel.

Precum sa Isi fie intru cinste unul celuilalt si pre-
cum sa 1si daruiasca Impreuna iubire, si precum
sa slujeasca cinstit stapanului pentru plata lor;
asa Incat stapanul sa aiba pretuirea pentru ei in
toata vremea.

Si alte Tnsarcinari le-a dat lor.

Si asta a fost prima data cand masonii au primit
insarcinari din stiinta lor.

Ba mai mult, cdnd Abraham si Sara, sotia lui,
mersera in Egipt, le impartasira egiptenilor cele
Sapte Stiinte; si el a avut un vrednic discipol, pre
numele sau Ewclyde, si el invata bine si era
maestru in toate cele Sapte Stiinte Liberale.®

Si In vremea lui s-a vazut ca lordul si nobilii rega-
tului aveau prea multi fii pre care 1i facusera, unii
cu sotiile lor, altii cu alte doamne ale regatului;

30 Nimrod

36 Fratele Matthew Cooke, care a fost primul care a publicat
note si comentarii asupra manuscrisului Halliwell, a protestat
cd i s-a pus in seama greseala de a fi facut contemporani pe
Euclid si Abraham. Se poate dovedi ca legenda lui Euclid este
un simbol, nu un fapt istoric.
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And these children knew well that God would
take vengeance for synn, either by fire or by wa-
ter; wherefore they writt their science that they
had found in two pillars of stone, that they might
be found after Noye's flood.
And that one stone was marble, for that would
not burn with fire; and that other stone was
clepped laterns, and would not drown in noe
water.
26. Ourintentis to tell you trulie
how and in what manner these
stones were found that these scien-
ces were written in.
27. The great Hermarynes, that
was Cuby's son, the which Cub was
Sem's son, that was Noy's son.
28. This Hermarynes afterwards
was called Harmes, the father of
wise men; he found one of the
two pillars of stone, and found the
science written there, and he taught
it to other men.
29. And at the making of the Tower
of Babylon there was Masonrye
first made much of.
30. And the Kinge of Babylon that
height Nemrothe, was a mason him-
self; and loved well the science, and
it is said with masters of histories.*
And when the city of Nyneve and other cities of
the East should be made, Nemrothe, the King
of Babylon, sent thither three score masons at
the rogation of the King of Nyneve, his cosen.
And when he sent them forth, he gave them a
charge on this manner.
That they should be true each of them to other,
and that they should love truly together, and that
they should serve their lord truly for their pay;
soe that the master may have worshipp and all
that long to him.
And other moe charges he gave them.
And this was the first time that ever masons had
any charge of his science.
"Moreover when Abraham and Sara his wife went
into Egipt, there he taught the Seaven Sciences to
the Egiptians.; and he had a worthy scoller that
height Ewclyde, and he learned right well and
was a master of all the vij Sciences liberall.”

30 Nimrod

36 Br. Matthew Cooke, in his Notes to the MS. which he was
the first to publish, and which thence bears his name, protests
against being held responsible for the chronology which
makes Abraham and Euclid contemporaries. It will hereafter
be seen that this legend of Euclid is merely a symbol.
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caci acest taram este unul cald si prielnicios gene-
ratiilor.

Si ei nu aveau o regula cu copiii lor, si de aceea
aveau mare grija, si apoi Regele taramului a facut
un mare consiliu si un parlament care sa se sfa-
tuiasca cum sa isi vada copiii ca gentlemeni; si nu
au putut gasi o cale de bun simt.

Si apoi au strigat In tot regatul daca era vreun om
sa 1i sfatuiasca si el va veni la ei si el va fi astfel
rasplatit pentru lucrarea lui si va fi multumit.
Dupa aceasta, acea strigare s-a facut si a venit
acest mare dregator, Euclid, si a spus Regelui si
marilor sai dregatori: "Daca voi imi dati copiii
vostri inspre a-i conduce si a-i invata una din
cele Sapte Stiinte, asa ncat ei sa poata trai cin-
stit ca gentlemeni, ar trebui, drept conditie, sa
imi permiteti mie si lor ca eu ca insarcinare
sa am puterea sa 1i indrum dupa felul in care
stiinta ar trebui sa fie condusa".

Si Regele si tot Consiliul i-au permis lui asta si au
dat lege si sigiliu.

Si apoi acest vrednic Doctor a luat la el pre acesti
fii ai dregatorilor si le-a impartasit si lor din
stiinta Geometriei practice in lucrul in piatra la
toate felurile de constructii folositoare apartina-
toare lucrului bisericilor, templelor, castelelor,
turnurilor si conacelor, si la toate felurile de con-
structii; si le-a dat Tnsarcinari de acest fel.
Primul era sa i fie fideli Regelui si Dregatorilor
care 1i stapaneste.

Si ei trebuie sa se iubeasca intru unul pre celalalt
si sa fie cinstiti intre ei.

Si sa se cheme unul pre celelalt

ca frate sau ca tovaras, si nu ca

serv sau paj, si nu pre un alt

nume de ast fel.

Si ei trebuie sa binemerite plata

lordului sau stapanului pe care

il servesc.

Si ca ei trebuie sa Il onoreze pe

cel mai Intelept dintre ei ca sa

fie Maestru al Lucrarii si nici

din iubire, nici pentru mare

obarsie, nici pentru bogatii, nici

pentru favoruri sa il lase pre

altul care are mai mica price-

pere sa fie Maestru al Lucrarii,

altminteri Lordul fi-va rau ser-

vit, iar ei rusinati.

Si, de asemenea, ei sa 1i cheme

pre conducatorii lucrarilor

Maestri in vremea In care lucreaza cu ei.

Si alte insarcinari, prea multe pentru a fi spuse.
Si Intru toate insarcindrile, el i-a pus sa faca
un mare juramant, dupa obiceiul vremii; si i-a
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And in his days it befell that the lord and the
estates of the realme had soe manny sonns that
they had gotten, some by their wives and some
by other ladyes of the realme; for that land is a
hott land and a plentious of generacion.

And they had not competent livelode to find with
their children honestly as gentlemen; and they
could find no manner of good way.

And then they did crye through all the realme, if
there were any man that informe them, that he
should come to them, and he should be soe re-
warded for his travail, that he should hold him
pleased.

"After that this crye was made, then came this
worthy clarke Ewclyde and said to the king and
all his great lords, If yee will take me your
children to governe, and to teach them one of
the Seaven Scyences, wherewith they may live
honestly as gentlemen should, under a condition,
that yee will grant them and me a commission
that I may have power to rule them after the
manner that the science ought to be ruled".

And that the kinge and all his Counsell granted
to him anone and sealed their commission.

42. And then this worthy Doctor tooke to him these

48.

lord's sonns, and taught them the scyence of
Geometrie in practice, for to work in stones all
manner of worthy worke that belongeth to
buildinge churchrs, temples, castells, towres, and
mannors, and all other manner of buildings; and
he gave them a charge in this manner.
43. The first was that they should
be true to the Kynge, and to the
Lord that they owe.
44. And that they should love well
together and be true each one to
other.
45. And that they should call each
other his fellowe or else brother
and not by servant nor his knave,
nor none other foul name.
46. And that they should deserve
their paie of the lord or of the mas-
ter that they serve.
47. And that they should ordaine
the wisest of them to be master of
the worke and nether for love nor
great lynneage, ne riches ne for no
favour to lett another that hath
little conning for to be master of
the lord's worke, wherethrough the
lord should be evill served and they ashamed.
And also that they should call their governor of
the worke, Master, in the time that they worke
with him.
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tocmit pentru plata dreaptd, din care sa traiasca
cinstit.

Si, de asemenea, sa vina si sa se adune o data
la fiece an, cum sa lucreze mai bine, sa 1si ser-
veasca stapanul intru profitul lui si cinstirea
lor; si sa 1i corecteze intre ei pre cei care a
gresit In stiinta.

Si, asemenea, a fost stiinta inceputa acolo; si
vrednicul Euclid i-a dat numele de Geometrie.
Si acum se cheama pre tot acest taram, Maso-
nerie.

Multa vreme dupa aceea, cand copiii lui Israel au
venit in Tara Fagaduintei, dupa cum este cunos-
cutd acum intre noi, tara Jhrlm.®

Regele David a inceput Templul chemat Templum
D'ni si este numit de noi Templul lerusalimului.
Si acelasi Rege David 1i iubea pre masoni si tare
ii Indragea si le dddea buna plata. Si le-a dat in-
sarcinarile si legile asa dupa cum invatase de la
Ewclyde in Egipt, si alte insarcinari mai multe vei
auzi mai Incolo.

Si dupa moartea Regelui David, Solomon, care era
fiul lui David, a dus mai departe lucrarea Templu-
lui Tnceputa de tatal sau; si a trimis dupa masoni
in felurite tari si tinuturi; si i-a adunat laolalta
si avea patru mii de lucratori in piatra si toti se
chemau masoni.

Si el a ales dintre ei trei mii care au fost onorati
maestri si conducatori ai lucrarii lui.

Si mai mult, era un rege al altui tinut, pre care
oamenii 1l numeau Iram si il iubea pre Regele
Solomon si i-a dat lemn pentru lucrarea lui.”

Si el avea un fiu numit Aynon si el era Maestru al
Geometriei si Mare Maestru al tuturor masonilor
sai si era Maestru al tuturor felurilor de masoni
care lucrau la Templu; si asta s-a marturisit in
Biblie, in Libro Regum, al treilea capitol.?

Si acest Solomon a intarit atat insarcinarile, cat si
legile pe care tatdl sau le-a dat masonilor.

Si astfel a fost intarita slavita Stiinta a Masoneriei
in tara lerusalimului si Tn multe alte regate.
Mestesugari iscoditori au ratacit in lungul si latul
tinuturilor, unii sa Invete mai mult mestesug si
pricepere si unii sa 1i Tnvete pre cei cu mai putina
pricepere.

Si asa s-a Intamplat cd era un mason iscoditor
pre numele sau Maymus Grecus care fusese la
lucrarea Templului lui Solomon si a venit in

5% 1n original, Land of Beheast, de fapt Land of Promise, sau
the Promised Land. Promptorium Parvulorum zice "Beheste
Promissio".

59 Hiram

0 Multi masoni moderni (secolul al XIX-lea) il traduc ca Hiram
Abif, altii 1l considera a fi Adoniram. Originea acestui nume va
fi discutata in alta lucrare.
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And other many moe charges that longe to tell.
And to all these charges he made them to sweare
a great oath that men used in that time; and or-
dayned them for reasonable wages, that they might
honestly live by.

And also that they should come and semble to-
gether every yeare once, how they might worke
best to serve the lord for his profitt and to their
own worshipp; and to correct within themselves
him that they trespassed against the science.
And thus was the seyence grounded there; and that
worthy Mr. Ewclyde gave it the name of Geometrie.
And now it is called throughall this land, Masonrye.
Sythen longe after, when the children of Israell
were coming into the land of Beheast, that is now
called amongst us, the country of Jhrlm.®

Kinge David began the Temple that they called
Templum D'ni, and it is named with us the Temple
of Jerusalem.

And the same Kinge David loved Masons well and
cherished them much, and gave them good paie.
And he gave the charges and the manners as he
had learned of Egipt given by Ewclyde, and other
charges moe that ye shall heare afterward.

And after the decease of Kinge David, Solomon,
that was David's sonn, performed out the Temple
that his father begonne; and sent after Masons into
divers countries and of divers lands; and gathered
them together; so that he had fourscore thousand
workers of stone, and were all named Masons.
And he chose out of them three thousand that
were ordayned to be masters and governors of
his worke.

And furthermore there was a Kinge of another
region that men called Iram, and he loved well
Kinge Solomon and gave him tymber to his worke.”
And he had a sonn that height Aynon, and he was
a master of Geometrie, and was chief Master of
all his Masons, and was chief of all his gravings
and carvinge and of all manner of Masonrye that
longed to the Temple; and this was witnessed by
the Bible, in libro Regum, the third chapter.®
And this Solomon confirmed both charges and
the manners that his father had given to Masons.
And thus was that worthy Science of Masonrye
confirmed in the country of Jerusalem, and in
many other Kingdoms.

5¢ The Land of Promise, or The Promised Land. "Beheste
Promissio”, says the Promptorium Parvulorum.

59 It is scarcely necessary to explain that this is meant for
Hiram.

%0 The true origin and meaning of this name, for which some
of the modern Speculative Masons have substituted Hiram
Abif, and others Adoniram, will be hereafter discussed.
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Franta si el a raspandit Stiinta Masoneriei bar-
batilor Frantei.

Si era unul din spita regala a Frantei prenumele
sau Charles Martell; si el era un om care iubea
asta stiinta si l-a atras pre sus-pusul Maymus
Grecus si a deprins de la el stiinta si a luat asupra
lui insarcinarile si legile; si mai apoi, prin mila lui
Dumnezeu, a fost ales sa fie Rege al Frantei.’

Si cand era in putere, el a luat masoni si i-a ajutat
sa faca masoni acolo unde nu

erau; si i-a oranduit la lucrari si

le-a dat atat Insarcinarile, cat si

legile si buna plata, precum in-

vatase de la alti masoni, si le-a

intdrit o cartd ca de la an la an

sa 1si tind adunarea cand vor

voi; si mult i-a pretuit; si In ast

fel veni asta stiinta in Franta.

Anglia, Tn toata asta vreme era

lipsita de masoni, pana in vre-

mea Sfintului Albones.!°

Si In timpul sau, regele Angliei,

care erapagan, a inzidit orasul

pre numele sau Sainct Albones,

primprejur.

Si Sainct Albones era un vred-

nic cavaler si paj al Regelui,

dregator al castelului regal si

avea in stdapanire tinutul si In

grija ridicarea zidurilor cetatii; si 1i iubea pre
masoni si mult 1i pretuia.

Si le-a facut plata dreaptd, dupa cum era si rega-
tul; si le-a dat doi silingi pe sdptdmana si trei
pence pentru hrana pranzului.l!

Cdci Tnainte de asta vreme, prin tot tinutul, un
mason primea doar un penny pe saptamana si
hrana pranzului pana cand Sainct Albones a
schimbat acestea si le-a dat o Carta a Regelui si
a Consiliului sa tie o adunare pre care au nu-
mit-o Convent; si la aceasta a venit el insusi si a
ajutat sa se faca masoni si sa li se dea Insarcinari
dupa cum veti auzi mai incolo.

Imediat dupa moartea lui Sainct Albones, au venit
felurite razboaie in tinutul Angliei intre felurite
popoare, asa ca buna randuiala a legii masonice a
fost distrusa pana in vremea Regelui Athelstone,

65.

66.

67.

68.

69.

70.

71.

72.

%5 Acest nume este o enigma perfectd si multi masoni au in-
cercat fara succes sa ii dea de capat.

67 Sfantul Alban, unul din primii martiri ai Angliei.

701n englezd, nonesynches, care este o modificare a vechiului
cuvant noonshun, de unde vine modernul luncheon. insemna
gustarea de la amiaza pe care lucratorii o luau sa umbreasca
(shun) caldura amiezii. Poate insemna bani de hrand, prin
extrapolare. Sfantul Alban le dddea masonilor sai doi silingi
pe saptamana si trei pence pentru hrana zilnica.
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63. "Curious craftsmen walked about full wide into
divers countryes, some because of learning more
craft and cunning, and some to teach them that
they had but little cunnynge.
And soe it befell that there was one curious Ma-
son that height Maymus Grecus, that had been at
the making of Solomon's Temple, and he came
into France, and there he taught the Science of
Masonrye to men of France.
65. And there was one of the Re-
gal line of France that height
Charles Martell; and he was a man
that loved well such a science, and
tooke upon him the charges and
manners; and afterwards by the
grace of God, he was elect to be
Kinge of Fraunce.’
66. And when he was in his estate,
he tooke Masons, and did helpe to
make men Masons that were none;
and set them to worke, and gave
them both the charge and the man-
ners and good paie, as he had
learned of other Masons; and con-
firmed them a charter from yeare to
yeare, to hold their semble when
they would; and cherished them
right much; and thus came this sci-
ence into Fraunce.
"England in all this season stood voyd, as for any
charge for Masonrye unto St. Albones tyme.!°
And in his days the King of England that was a
Pagan, he did wall the towne about, that is called
Sainct Albones.
And Sainct Albones was a worthy Knight and
stewart with the Kinge of his household, and had
governance of the realme, and also of the makinge
of the town walls; and loved well Masons and
cherished them much.
And he made their paie right good, standing as
the realme did; for he gave them ij.s. vj.d. a weeke
and iij.d. to their nonesynches.!
And before that time, through all this land, a Ma-
son tooke but a penny a day and his meate, till

64.

67.

68.

69.

70.

71.

% The introduction of this monarch into the Legend leads us
to an inquiry into an interesting period of French Masonic
history that will be hereafter discussed.

67 St. Alban, the protomartyr of England. Of his connection
with the Legend, more hereafter.

70 A corruption of the old English word noonshun, from which
comes our modern luncheon. It meant the refreshment taken at
noon, when laborers desist from work to shun the heat. It may
here mean food or subsistence in general. St. Alban gave his
Masons two shillings a week and three pence for their daily food.
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74.

75.

76.

77.

78.

79.

80.

81.

care a fost un vrednic Rege al Angliei si a adus
acest regat in buna pace si randuiald; si a construit
multe lucrari de abatii si turnuri si multe felurite
lucrari; si 1i iubea mult pre masoni.

Si el a avut un fiu pre numele lui Edwinne, care
ii iubea pre masoni mai mult decat tatallui.

Si el era un mare practicant al Geometriei; si il
atragea tare sa vorbeasca si sa se adune impre-
una cu masonii si sa Invete din stiinta lor; si dupa
aceea, pentru iubirea ce avea pentru masoni si
pentru stiintd, a fost facut mason si a primit de
la Rege, tatal sau, o Charta si o Invoiala sa tie in
fiece an o data un Convent, unde doresc, in tinu-
tul regatului Angliei; si sa corecteze iIntre ei
gresalele si incdlcarile legilor si ale stiintei.

Si a tinut el insusi un Convent la Yorke si aici a
facut masoni si le-a dat Insarcinari si i-a invatat
legile si a hotarat ca legea sa fie respectata de
atunci incolo pe veci, si a luat spre pastrare
Charta si Invoiala si a dat randuiali ca astea s fie
reinnoite de la rege la rege.

Si cand Conventul s-a strans a dat o strigare ca
toti masonii batrani si tineri care au orice inscris
sau inteles al Insarcinarilor si legilor sa le arate
deindata.

Si cand s-au aratat, s-au gasit unele in franceza,
altele in greaca si unele in engleza si multe in alte
limbi; si scopul tu-

turor s-a lucrat in

unul singur.

Si s-a facut o carte

si cum s-a inceput

stiinta.

Si el Insusi a co-

mandat si cerut ca

trebuie citita sau

spusa atunci cand

era facut un mason

sau i se dadea o in-

sarcinare.

Si din acea zi in aste

vremuri, legile ma-

sonilor au fost tinu-

te in acea formad in

felul in care oame-

nii le pot urma intru

guvernare.

Si mai apoi, felurite Conventuri au ordonat schim-
bari prin parerile Maestrilor si Fratilor.

Autorul notelor de subsol / The footnotes author:
Albert Gallatin Mackey, Istoria Masoneriei, 1881
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74.

80.

81.

Sainct Albones amended it, and gave them a
chartour of the Kinge and his Counsell for to hold
a general councell, and gave it the name of As-
semble; and thereat he was himselfe, and helped
to make Masons and gave them charges as you
shall heare afterward.

Right soon after the decease of Sainct Albone,
there came divers wars into the realme of England
of divers Nations soe that the good rule of
Masonrye was destroyed unto the tyme of Kinge
Athelstone's days that was a worthy Kinge of
England and brought this land into good rest and
peace; and builded many great works of Abbyes
and Toures, and other many divers buildings; and
loved well Masons.

And he had a sonne that height Edwinne, and he
loved Masons much more than his father did.
And he was a great practiser in Geometrie; and
he drew him much to talke and to commune with
Masons, and to learn of them science; and after-
wards for the love that he had to Masons, and to
the science, he was made Mason, and he gatt of
the Kinge his father, a Chartour and Commission
to hold every yeare once an Assemble, wher that
ever they would, within the realme of England;
and to correct within themselves defaults and
trespasses that were done within the science.
75.And he held himselfe an Assemble at Yorke,
and these he made Masons, and gave them
charges, and taught them the manners, and com-
manded that rule to be kept ever after, and tooke
then the chartour and commission to keepe, and
made ordinance that it should be renewed from
kinge to kinge.

76. And when the Assemble was gathered he
made a cry that all old Masons and young that
had any writeinge or understanding of the charg-
es and manners that were made before in this
land, or in any other, that they should show them
forth.

77. And when it was proved, there were founden
some in French, and some in Greek, and some in
English and some in other languages; and the
intent of them all was founden all one.

78. And he did make a book thereof, and how the
science was founded.

79. And he himselfe bad and commanded that it
should be readd or tould, when that any Mason
should be made for to give him his charge.

And fro that day into this tyme manners of Ma-
sons have been kept in that form as well as men
might governe it.

And furthermore divers Assembles have beene
put and ordayned certain charges by the best
advice of Masters and fellows."
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NOTELE TRADUCATORULUI

Dupa stiinta noastrd, aceasta este prima traducere a Manuscrisului Dowland in limba romdnad.
R. Fr. GABRIEL GIURGIU, al carui efort merita laudat, a realizat si o serie de note explicative
suplimentare pentru ldmurirea fratilor.

datoria: in engleza, orig., charges. Mai departe, s-a tradus
prin indatorire.

Acest zicem se transforma la un moment dat In persoana
intai singular. Valoroasd este pentru worthy, iar iscoditoare
pentru curious.

in engleza in orig.: ,For there be Seaven liberall Sciences, of
the which seaven it is one of them.” Probabil ca este vorba de
0 anume stiintd care, se va vedea mai departe, este izvorul
celorlalte, in sensul ca una este cea de la care pornesc toate.
in engleza in orig. to discern, care inseamna in romana
moderna a discerne, a alege Intre mai multe variante.

in engleza in orig. ,mettandmeasure”. Mett (conf. germ. Mett,
metten), Inseamna tot mdsurdtoare (ca actiune).

in engleza in orig. orgaine, probabil un instrument vechi,
similar orgii.

in engleza in orig. founded, ctitorite ,fondate, initiate.

vezi pct. dedicat prop. 10.

vezi pct. dedicat prop. 4 pentru worthy.

in engleza in orig. ,founden the beginning”.

in engleza 1n orig. pillars, adica stei, stilpi. De acum incolo
se prefera stdlpi.

in engleza in orig. clepped laterns. Laterns vine din lati-
nescul later, deci cdramidd. Clepped laterns trebuie sa fie
cdaramizi zidite, Incleiate, legate, tencuite...

in text: ,there was Masonrye first made much of” Pentru
prima oara s-a lucrat prin masonerie (ca stiinta sau si in
sensul de zidarie?).

in engleza in orig. ,masters of histories”.

in englezd in orig. ,three score Masons”, probabil trei grupuri,
echipe.

in engleza in orig. a charge, de acum se traduce prin fnsdr-
cinare.

vezi 32.

vezi 32.

in englezd in orig. ,the lord and the estates of the realme”.
Estates se poate traduce si prin dregatori.

Este evident ca aici gentleman (pl. gentlemen) nu are sensu-
rile secolelor moderne. Ce insemna in sec. al XVI-lea un
gentleman? Poate om liber (nu serb sau servitor) si de bune
moravuri. Bun simt este o traducere destul de aproximativa
pentru originalul goodway. Sfdtuiascd este traducerea lui to
witt, probabil raddcina arhaica a lui to wittness (a dovedi,
madrturisi). Era destul de ciudat pentru un consiliu sa mar-
turiseasca, am preferat sfatuiasca. Se putea a tine sfat.

in loc de dregitor, poate mai corecti ar fi fost traducerea
prin functionar, in engl. in orig. clerk. Pentru insdrcinare,
vezi prop. 32.

in engleza In orig. ,science of Geometrie in practice”.

in engleza in orig. ,to be true” adica sa fie fideli, cinstiti,
onesti, credinciosi, devotati. Cat priveste ,that they owe”, mai
modern ar fi fost tradus prin cel care {i angajeazd, in loc de
ii stapaneste.

in engleza 1n orig. ,be true to each other”.

in engleza In orig. ,his fellow” pentru tovards si knave pentru
paj.

in engleza in orig. great lynneage, adica obdrsie foarte nobild,
de la contemporanul lineage (conf. Dictionar Englez Roman,
Editura Academiei, 1974).
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49, 50., vezi pct. 32.

51.

54.
55.

56.
60.
61.
63.
64.

65.
66.

67.

68.

69.

71.
72.

73.

74.

75.

76.

79.
80.

in engleza in orig. ,for his profitt and their worshipp” si ,to
correct within themselves”.

Sd fie vorba de o prescurtare de la Jerusalem?

Templum D’ni, probabil o prescurtare a latinescului Templum
Domini.

vezi pct. 32.

in lating, Cartea Regilor.

vezi pct. 32.

in engleza in orig. ,curious craftsmen”.

Maymus Grecus pare a fi o stalcire a lui Maximus Grecus, prin
trecerea din normanda in saxona (pierderea lui x din scriere).
vezi pct. 32.

in engleza in orig. ,when he was in his estate”, cu traducere
modernd, ,,cdnd era la putere”.

Sfantul Alban (Albones), dupa traditie, primul martir crestin
pe pamant britanic, in vremea persecutiei lui Diocletian,
sec. III (conf. Enciclopaedia Britannica, vol. XVI). Numele sau
a fost dat unuia din primele orase cladite in insula britanica
de catre saxonii crestinati (St. Albans) la care se face referire
in text.

Pagan adica pagan, incult, fara stiinta de carte (conf. Dictio-
nar Englez Roman, Editura Academiei, 1974), apoi in engle-
za In orig. towne, care s-ar putea traduce si oras.

in engleza in orig. ,stewart with the Kinge of his household”,
un dregator care se ocupa nemijlocit de randuiala casei re-
gale.

in engleza in orig. ,chartour of the Kinge and the Counsell”.
in engleza 1n orig. ,nations” in sens de popoare, neamuri (dar
nu in sensul clanurilor scotiene).Athelstone: este vorba de
regele Athelstan (924-940), fiu al lui Eduard cel Batran
(900-924), a continuat opera inceputa de tatal sau - recuce-
rirea tinuturilor Wessex-ului de la danezi (tinut numit initial
Danelaw - legea danezad). Practic, Eduard si Athelstone sunt
primii care pot fi numiti regi aiAngliei. (conf. G.M. Trevelyan -
[storia Angliei, traducerea In romana din 1975 la Editura
Stiintifica).

Edwinne, de fapt Edgar, nepot al lui Eduard cel Batran si fiu
al lui Athelstan, rege intre 959 si 975, a asigurat o domnie
prosperd si pasnicd, adunand sub sceptrul sdu intreaga
Anglie, cu exceptia Scotiei celtice si a Tarii Galilor celtice,
tinuturi avind autonomie limitatd. Se intitula impirat al
Britaniei (sursa este aceeasi ca la pct. 72). Nu existd consens
intre istoricii masoni in legdtura cu persoana regelui care a
initiat Conventul York. Unii spun ca este Edgar, fiul lui
Athelstan, altii cd este Edgar, fratele mai mic al lui Athelstan,
in fine, altii spun ca ar fi vorba de Edwin, rege al Northum-
briei in jurul anului 633, deci aproape 3 secole inainte de
Eduard cel Batran! Despre aceastd polemicad si argumentele
sale, intr-o alta lucrare.

in engleza in orig. ,practiser in Geometrie”, apoi: in engleza
in orig. ,a Chartour and a Comission”.

Despre importanta Conventului de la York se discuta si in
ziua de azi. Este clar un subiect de lucrare separata.

in engleza in orig. ,writeinge or understanding”, probabil in
sensul talmacirii sau comentariilor orale ale Legendei.

vezi pct. 32.

in engleza in orig. ,as men might governe it”.
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