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ARGUMENT

Dintotdeauna am fost preocupati de cunoasterea
intima a masoneriei internationale, de specificitatile
Marilor Loji de pe Glob si de intelegerea motivarii
apartenentei la Craft a oamenilor de rase, varste si
background-uri diferite. Si acest numar al revistei va
surprinde diversitatea si com-
plexitatea unor actiuni si preo-
cupari ale fratilor masoni.

Am fost intr-o deplasare spe-
ciala la Londra, in octombrie
anul acesta, sub stindard olan-
dez. Loja mea din Rotterdam
a vizitat Loja Royal Kent nr. 15
din cadrul United Grand Lodge of
England. 11 masoni olandezi am
participat la o superba ceremo-
nie de initiere, urmata de o agapa
chiar la sediul UGLE. L-am rugat
pe David Simpson, proaspatul
initiat iIn masonerie, in loja Royal
Kent, sa ne trimita o scurta
plansa in care sa descrie ce a
simtit in timpul ritualului, pe
care o publicim imediat dupa
plansa foto.

We've always been preoccupied with the intimate
knowledge of international Freemasonry, the spe-
cificities of GLs from the world and understanding
why people of various races, ages and backgrounds
were and are motivated to join the Craft. Also this
issue of the magazine will cap-
ture some of the diverse and
complex actions and preoccu-
pations of our Brethren.

This October I went on a spe-
cial trip to London, under Dutch
flag. My Lodge in Rotterdam vis-
ited the Royal Kent Lodge No. 15
within the United Grand Lodge
of England. Eleven Dutch Masons
took part in a superb initiation
ceremony, followed by a festive
board, right in the headquarters
of UGLE. I asked David Simpson,
who was newly initiated in the
Royal Kent Lodge, to send us a
short article describing what he
felt during the ritual, which we
will publish right after the photo
report.

Am avut placerea sa il intal-
nim la aceasta tinuta pe Marele Cancelar Adjunct
(Assistant Grand Chancellor) al UGLE, Ven. Fr. David
Roberts-Jones, PJGD, care a fost organistul tinutei.
El a fost impresionat de faptul ca loja mea olandeza
este — probabil - singura loja de limba engleza de pe
Glob care poarta Regalia Emulation, specifica UGLE.
Foarte multe Mari Loji au, in jurisdictia lor, loji de
limba engleza, dar fiecare poarta Regalia tarii respec-
tive. Un alt oaspete de seama, participant la tinut3,
a fost Ve. Fr. Nick Simpson, Mare Inspector al Metro-
politan Grand Lodge of London.

Maestrul Venerabil al Lojii Royal Kent, R.Fr. Huw
Shooter, ne-a fost ghid In prima zi a vizitei noastre,
introducandu-ne in atmosfera fantastica a Museum of
Freemasonry, pe care eu l-am vizitat - pentru prima
oard - in urma cu peste 20 de ani.

In dimineata zilei urmitoare am fost cu totii la
celebra Biserica Templierd, situata in proximitatea
Royal Court of Justice. Un amplu reportaj foto, de
4 pagini, va prezinta aceasta vizita memorabila la
Londra.

At the event we've had the
pleasure of meeting the Assistant Grand Chancellor of
UGLE, WBro. David Roberts-Jones, PJGD, who acted as
organist. He was impressed by the fact that my Dutch
Lodge is - probably - the only English-speaking Lodge
in the world wearing the Emulation Regalia, specific
to UGLE. Many GLs have English-speaking Lodges in
their jurisdiction, but each one of them wears the
Regalia of the respective country. Another esteemed
guest at the meeting was W. Bro. Nick Simpson, Grand
Inspector of the Metropolitan GL of London.

The WM of the Royal Kent Lodge, W. Bro. Huw
Shooter, was our guide during the first day of our visit,
taking us into the fantastic atmosphere of the Museum
of Freemasonry, which I've visited for the first time
over twenty years ago.

The next morning we went to the famous Temple
Church, next to the Royal Court of Justice. An ample
photo report, 4-pages long, shows you this memorable
visit to London.

Another exceptional event led by Lodge Concord
is the organization of a joint meeting of the Rotter-
dam Lodges in order to mark the opening of the
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Un alt eveniment de exceptie, condus de Loja
Concord, este organizarea tinutei comune a lojilor
din Rotterdam, pentru a marca deschiderea anului
masonic 2024-2025. Evident, tinuta s-a desfasurat
in limba engleza, care este specifica Lojii Concord.
Evenimentul a avut loc pe 7 septembrie, in Biserica
Arminius. Pozitiile de Prim si Secund Supraveghetor,
Maestru de Ceremonii, Venerabil din Trecut etc au
fost tinute de venerabilii celorlaltor loji din Rotterdam.
Exceptionald atmosfera! Marele Orient al Olandei a
fost reprezentat de F.R. Fr. Cees van Os, Mare Inchi-
zitor. Au fost prezenti aproape 100 de frati.

Loja mea scotiana a avut inspectie din partea Marii
Loji Provinciale in noiembrie, prilej cu care Philip
Harris a prezentat o plansa exceptionald, Soarele si
Masoneria, pe care o publicam 1n acest numar.

Revista Forum Masonic va ofera un interviu spe-
cial cu Marele Maestru al Spaniei, PR. Fr. Txema
Oleaga. Un alt interviu exceptional din acest numar
este cu venerabilul frate John Belton, autor de carti
masonice, pe care l-am Intdlnit prima oard la
Edinburgh, in 2007, la prima editie a International
Conference of History of Freemasonry. Acum vorbim
despre cea mai recenta carte a sa, Exploring the
Vault - Masonic Higher Degrees 1730-1800, scrisa
impreuna cu profesorul Roger Dachez, un alt mason
erudit, presedintele Institut Maconnique de France
inca de la Infiintarea acestuia, in 2002.

Cele doua interviuri sunt prezentate si pe canalul
YouTube al Revistei Forum Masonic: https://www.
youtube.com/c/masonicforum/videos.

Un interesant eseu despre inteligenta artificialg,
scris de un prieten roman si frate al meu, specialist
in acest domeniu controversat, prezinta o serioasa
schimbare de paradigma a lumii.

Un alt reper din acest numar al
Forumului este despre Pitagora,
muzica planetelor si sectiunea de
aur, text scris de un frate roman,
dirijor avand doctoratul in muzica.

Continuam publicarea unor frag-
mente din cartea lui Thomas Jac-
kson, Francmasoneria - idealism si
realism, pentru ca Tom a fost cel
care mi-a deschis mintea pentru a
intelege Masoneria dincolo de ceea
ce poate percepe un ochi si o minte
neantrenate.

Fotografia alaturatd a fost facuta
in primdvara acestui an la Haga, In
biroul Drept Respectabilului Frate
Cok de Zwart, Marele Secretar al
Marelui Orient al Olandei.

Lectura placutal

Forum Masonic

Masonic Year 2024-2025. Of course, the meeting was
held in English, which is the specific language of
Lodge Concord. The event took place on September
7% in the Arminius Church. The positions of Senior
and Junior Warden, Master of Ceremonies, Immediate
Past Master etc. were held by Worshipful Brethren
from the other Rotterdam Lodges. A fantastic atmos-
phere! The Grand East of the Netherlands was repre-
sented by VW. Bro. Cees van Os, Grand Inquisitor.
Almost 100 Brethren were in attendance.

My Scottish Lodge was inspected by the Provincial
Grand Lodge in November, when Philip Harris took
the opportunity and delivered an excellent paper, The
Sun and Freemasonry, which we’ve published in this
issue.

The Masonic Forum magazine offers you a special
interview with the Grand Master of Spain, MW Bro.
Txema Oleaga. Another exceptional interview in this
issue is the one with W.Bro. John Belton, a Masonic
author whom I first met in Edinburgh in 2007, at the
first edition of the International Conference on His-
tory of Freemasonry. We talk now about his latest
book, Exploring the Vault - Masonic Higher Degrees
1730-1800, co-authored with Professor Roger Dachez,
another Masonic scholar, chairman of the Institut
Magonnique de France since its founding in 2002.

The two interviews are also available on the
Masonic Forum YouTube channel: https://www.you-
tube.com/c/masonicforum/videos.

An interesting essay about Al, written by a Roma-
nian friend and Brother of mine, an expert in this
controversial field, shows that the world is going
through a serios paradigm shift.

Another notable article in this issue of the Forum
is about Pythagoras, the music of
the planets and the Golden Ratio,
written by a Romanian Brother,
a conductor with a PhD in music.

We are continuing to publish
fragments from Thomas Jackson’s
book, Freemasonry - Idealism and
Realism, because Tom was the one
who opened my mind to under-
standing Freemasonry beyond what
an untrained eye and mind can per-
ceive.

This photo was taken this spring
in The Hague, in the office of RW Bro.
Cok de Zwart, the Grand Secretary of
the Grand East of the Netherlands.

Have a great read!
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JOHN BELTON

Masonic Scholar, Author

Exploring the Vault
Masonic Higher Degrees 1730-1800

Invitatul nostru de astazi este
fratele si prietenul meu, John
Belton, un respectat cercetdtor si
autor mason. Ne-am intalnit
pentru prima datd la Edinburgh,
in 2007, la prima editie a Confe-
rintei Internationale de Istorie
a Francmasoneriei. Iti multu-
mesc mult, John, pentru ca ai
acceptat acest interviu. Sunt
onorat, multumesc!

E placerea mea!

John a fost initiat in 1980 si este
membru al Lojii Quatuor Coronati
nr. 2076 din UGLE. Ca pregdtire

Our guest today is my
brother and friend John Belton,
a respected Masonic scholar
and author. We met for the
very first time in Edinburgh, in
2007, at the first edition of the
International Conference on
History of Freemasonry. Many
thanks, John, for granting me
this interview. I am honoured,
thank you!

My pleasure!

John was initiated in 1980 and
currently is also a member of the
Lodge Quatuor Coronati No. 2076,

este microbiolog, iar de profesie
este marketer si a lucrat in export pentru o mare com-
panie farmaceuticd multinationald. John s-a mutat de
curdnd in Scotia ca sd fie aproape de familia lui. Prin-
tre primele domenii de cercetare care l-au interesat se
afld declinul de dupd 1947 al numdrului de masoni din
tadrile de limbd englezd, subiect care I-a determinat sd
scrie multe articole si cartea The English Masonic
Union of 1813: A Tale Ancient & Modern.

Cea mai recentd carte a lui este Exploring the
Vault: Masonic Higher Degrees 1730-1800, scrisd
impreund cu un alt cercetdtor mason, profesorul fran-
cez Roger Dachez. Roger este presedinte al Institut
Macgonnique de France incd de la infiin-
tarea acestuia, in 2002. Este si membru
al Comisiei stiintifice a Muzeului Franc-
masoneriei din Paris si membru al Scot-
tish Rite Research Society (Washington
DC). Din 1992 conduce revista de cerce-

EXPLORING
THE VAULT

Masonic Higher Degrees 1y3o-18a0

UGLE. By education he was a
microbiologist, by profession a marketer and exporter
working for a major multinational pharmaceutical
company. John has recently moved to Scotland to be
near his family. Early research interests focused on
the post-1947 decline of Freemasonic membership
across the English speaking world, leading to many
papers, and the book, The English Masonic Union
of 1813: A Tale Ancient & Modern.

His latest book is Exploring the Vault: Masonic
Higher Degrees 1730-1800, written together with
another Masonic scholar, a French professor, Roger
Dachez. Roger has been President of the Institut Magon-
nique de France since its founding in
2002. He is also a member of the Scien-
tific Committee of the Museum of Free-
masonry in Paris and a Contributing
Member of the Scottish Rite Research
Society (Washington DC). Since 1992 he

tare masonicd Renaissance Traditionelle.
A scris aproape treizeci de cdrti, printre
care De Salomon a James Anderson -
L'Invention de la franc-magonnerie si
La véritable histoire du grade de
Maitre - Hiram et ses Freres. Dar sd ne
intoarcem la Seif / Cripta (Vault). Dragul
meu John, de ce se intituleazd cartea
Exploring the Vault?

L e

Joux Berrow & RoGer Daciez

has directed the Masonic research jour-
nal, Renaissance Traditionnelle. He is the
author of nearly thirty books, including
De Salomon a James Anderson - L'In-
vention de la franc-maconnerie and La
véritable histoire du grade de Maitre -
Hiram et ses Freres. But let's come back
to the Vault. My dear John, why is the
book called Exploring the Vault?
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Odata cu gradul al treilea si publicarea Masonry
Dissected, care in 1730 a devenit dintr-odata tot mai
populara de la o editie la alta, toata lumea a putut sa
vada pentru prima oara ca Hiram a fost ucis si Cuvan-
tul a fost pierdut. Ce propunere mai buna pentru un
Francmason decat sa incerce sa descopere Cuvantul
pierdut? Si astfel incepem sa gasim povesti despre
reconstruirea Templului si despre cei care sapau cu
harletul si tarnacopul prin daramaturi, care dadeau
peste pietre pe care le puteau ridica si cripte in care
puteau si intre. In cripte, sub coloane, s-au gisit
lucruri, asa ca oriunde te-ai intoarce povestea orbi-
teaza in jurul Templului lui Solomon, al distrugerii si
al reconstruirii lui si in jurul lucrurilor descoperite
sub el. Iar asta simbolizeazd, din multe puncte de
vedere, felul in care au explorat, cu propria minte,
acei dintdi masoni. Cred ca asta e motivul.

E interesant cd ai scris cartea impreund cu un
frate francez, Roger Dachez. Ce v-a fdcut sd colabo-
rati?

Sincer, faptul ca eu nu stiam prea multe despre
Franta! Sunt englez, asa cd in copilaria mama m-a
invatat istoria Angliei si nimic despre istoria Frantei.
Cand am devenit Mason, la fel, era interzis chiar si
numai sa-ti treaca prin minte sa te gandesti la Marele
Orient al Frantei. Asadar, nu aveam cunostinte prea
bune. Cate ceva mai stiam, dar insa nu prea mult!
Cred ca mi-a devenit limpede ca in ultimii o suta de
ani cercetdrile despre dezvoltarea initiala a Gradelor
Superioare au fost destul de precare, repetitive si nu
raspundeau nici unei Intrebari. Si era clar ca o parte
dintre raspunsuri se aflau in Franta. De asta am avut
nevoie de cineva ca Roger Dachez. Am putut comu-
nica in engleza sau francez3, iar el stapaneste foarte
bine ce l-a invatat mama lui despre Franta si, proba-
bil, ce 1-a invatat nasul lui despre francmasoneria
franceza. Ne-am gandit ca in mod cert mai exista
lucruri de aflat, dar nu stiam unde sa le gasim si nici
ce am fi putut gisi. Ins3, daci era si le gisim si si
avem o poveste bund, era
nevoie de amandoi. Am
petrecut patru ani de viata
facand asta. Patru ani! Asta
inseamnd 5% din viata
noastra de pana acum!
Dupa orice standarde, e un
proiect mare. Dar ne-am

It was the Third Degree and the publication of
Masonry Dissected - and suddenly in 1730 it was very
popular with edition after edition and in it, for the
first time, everyone could see that Hiram was slain
and the Word was lost. What better invitation is there
to a Freemason than to try and find the Word that was
lost? And in that we start to get stories about rebuild-
ing the Temple and about people digging around with
spades and picks in the rubble and finding stones they
can lift and vaults they that they can go into. Things
were found in the vaults, under the pillars, so which-
ever way you turn the story revolves around the
Temple of Solomon, its destruction, its rebuilding and
what is found underneath it. And that, in many ways,
is symbolic of the exploration that the minds of those
early Masons took. I think that's the reason really.

You know, it was interesting to see that the book was
co-authored with a French Brother, Roger Dachez. What
was it that made the two of you decide to get together?

It was actually my ignorance about France! I'm
English so when [ grew up what my mother taught me
was the history of England - she didn't teach me the
history of France. When I became a Mason, equally
well, it was forbidden really to consider even thinking
about the Grand Orient of France, so my knowledge
was not particularly good. I had a bit, yes, but not
much! I think what became clear to me was that in the
last century the research on the early development of
the Higher Degrees was poor, repetitive and didn't
answer any of the questions. And it's quite clear that
some of those answers would be in France. This is why
[ needed someone like Roger Dachez. We could com-
municate in English or French and he had a very good
grasp of what his mother taught him about France and
what his proposer into Freemasonry, presumably,
taught him about French Freemasonry. We thought
that there had to be something more to be found, but
we didn't know where we could find it, we didn't know
what it would be that we could find. But if we were
going to find it and make a
good story, it needed the
two of us. We spent we
spent four years of our life
doing this. Four years!
That's 5% of our total lives
so far! That makes it a big
project by anyone's stand-

inhamat la el. Nu stiam pe
atunci ci o si fie atat de mare. In Scotia existi o emi-
siune numita ,Grand Designs”, in care oamenii fsi
construiesc case foarte mari, incep cu o idee mica,
dar apoi ea creste mult, devine foarte costisitoare si
le mananca tot timpul. Proiectul nostru a fost ceva de
genul asta! Dar a fost palpitant.

ards. And so that that's what
we embarked upon. We didn't know it was going to be
that big. Here we have a TV programme called “Grand
Designs”, where people want to build themselves very
big houses and they start with a little idea and it gets
very big, very expensive, and consumes all their time.
This project was like that! But it was exciting.
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Pentru carte a fost nevoie sd vd documentati si in
mod holistic, si in mod criminalistic. Ne poti explica,
te rog, de ce anume si ce ati sperat sd obtineti astfel?

Nu stiam ce o sa gasim, motiv pentru care ne-am
gandit ca In ultimii o suta de ani cercetatorii n-au
reusit sa gaseasca raspunsuri multumitoare. Prin
urmare, trebuia sa privim mai larg, nu sa ne concen-
tram doar pe Anglia, doar pe Insulele Britanice, ci pe
Anglia, Irlanda, Scotia, Franta, chiar destul de mult
pe Germania si Olanda, ca sa vedem ce e de desco-
perit. Si chiar am descoperit multe. Ne-am dat seama
si ca povestea n-o sa ne fie servitd pe tava, ci ca
trebuie si o ciutam. iti imaginezi o sceni a crimei,
cum politistii cautd indicii prin padure - un sir de
politisti care umbla printre copaci cu bete, impun-
gand ici si acolo ca sa vada ce descopera - exact asta
am facut si noi cu dovezile tiparite! Asta e partea de
criminalisticd. Am avut o viziune
larga si profunda. Pesemne am fost
nebuni chiar si numai sa credem ca
0 sd reusim, dar asta e, asta ne-am
propus sa facem - o ancheta holis-
tica si criminalistica.

Care sunt principalele lucruri pe
care le-ati descoperit?

In multe cazuri nu am descoperit
propriu-zis ceva, dar am Inteles rele-

Your research for the book needed to be both holis-
tic and forensic. Please, can you explain why and what
you hope to achieve doing this?

Well we didn't know what we were going to find
and that's why we thought that past researchers over
the previous century had failed to find any really good
answers. So we needed to look more broadly, we
didn't look just at England, we didn't just look at the
British Isles, we looked - quite frankly, at England,
Ireland, Scotland, France, and we also looked quite a
lot at Germany and the Netherlands, just to see what
there was to find. And we found a lot. The other thing
is we realized that the story is not going to be handed
to you on a plate, you'll have to look for it. So you
imagine these scenes, like a murder scene and the
police are looking through a woodland for clues.
There's a line of policemen and they're going through
the wood with sticks, poking away to
see what they can find - that's exactly
what we did with the printed evi-
dence we found! So that's the foren-
sic bit of it. We looked wide and we
looked in depth. We must have been
insane to even think we could do it,
but there we are, that's what we set
out to do - holistic and forensic.

What are the main discoveries you

vanta si importanta informatiilor
mai mici. Dar cred cad daca te uiti chiar pe coperta -
exact, iata, Exploring the Vault - vezi ca imaginea este
de prin anul 1490. Este o xilogravura a Templului lui
Solomon. Ne-am gandit ca ar merita sa urmarim
diverse persoane din Loja franceza Union nr. 98, cum
a ajuns sa se cheme, persoane precum John Coustos
si Philip de la Tierce, care au fost membri ai acestei
Loji si care, rdnd pe rand, au plecat In lume. Un
bucatar celebru a plecat in Olanda, un bijutier a
plecat In Franta si Portugalia, iar un diplomat - de
fapt, doi diplomati - s-au dus la Frankfurt, iar un
artist scenograf la Berlin. Cu totii erau profesionisti
si cu totii au dus Francmasoneria in Europa. in mare
masura era vorba despre masoneria albastra, dar nu
numai - gradele scotiene a fost duse de la Londra la
Berlin. Nu stim exact cum au decurs lucrurile, pe
alocuri suntem nevoiti sa ghicim putin, dar aceasta
Loja pare sa fi fost unita intr-un singur scop, acela
de a raspandi Francmasoneria prin Europa. Si altii
au identificat si cercetat persoane individuale, dar
noi i-am pus pe toti laolalta si apoi, dintr-odata,
a apdrut o imagine pe care n-o mai vazuse nimeni si
am descoperit multe alte lucruri.

Daca ne uitam la Francmasonerie, Masonry Dis-
sected este, de fapt, numai despre intrebari si ras-
punsuri. Candidatul obtine gradul, este adus inapoi,

made?

Very often we didn't necessarily discover some-
thing, but we saw the relevance and the importance of
smaller facts. But I think if you look just inside the
cover of the book - there you are, Exploring the Vault -
the image on the cover is from around 1490. It's a
wood carving of the Temple of Solomon. So we thought
we should follow various people of the Union French
lodge No. 98 as it came to be called. People like John
Coustos and Philip de la Tiercethey were all members
of this Lodge and one by one they went out. There was
a celebrity chef went to the Netherlands, a jeweler who
went to France and Portugal and a diplomat - well, two
diplomats — went to Frankfurt, and a man who was an
artist who did stage scenery went to Berlin. They were
all professionals, and they all took Freemasonry out
into Europe. Mostly it was the Craft Degrees, but not
only the Craft Degrees. The Ecossais Degree went out
from London to Berlin. We don't know quite exactly
what went, we have to guess at that a little bit, but this
one Lodge seemed to be united in a purpose, a purpose
to spread Freemasonry through Europe. Other people
had spotted and researched individual people, but we
put them all together and then suddenly a picture
appeared that no one had seen and we discovered
many other things.
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iar explicatiile 1i sunt date sub o forma de catehism,
intr-un model ,intrebari si raspunsuri”. Dar lucrurile
erau mai mult de atat. Am descoperit ca in 1735 au
inceput explicatii despre etica si moralitatea Franc-
masoneriei si despre angajamentul de dupa initiere.
Se vorbeste despre datoriile fatd de Dumnezeu, fata
de aproape si fata de tine Insuti. Explicatiile acestea
inca existd in ritualurile englez si scotian de astazi,
dar cred ca si in ritualuri din alte zone. Textul fusese
observat si Tnainte, dar nimeni nu-si daduse seama
cd era prima parte din ritual menita sa-l invete pe
candidat chiar la momentul initierii care sunt morala
si etica Francmasoneriei. E o initiativd dusa mai
departe de Ramsay in al sau Discurs, dar si de catre
de la Tierce in adadugirile la Constitutia lui Anderson,
facute in Frankfurt pe Main. Erau discutate lucrurile
acestea, dar si altele, iar daca citesti cartea iti sar in
ochi unul dupa altul.

Mi-ai spus cd unul dintre obiectivele celei mai
recente cdrti scrise de tine este sd deschidd mintea
cititorului cdtre noi posibilitdti de cercetare, cd nu e
doar o carte din care sd citezi, pentru cd o ai pe birou.
Te rog sa detaliezi.

Ne-am inhamat la un proiect foarte mare si, asa
cum stie oricine s-a Inhamat la asa ceva, ajungi sa
mai gasesti o informatie ici si alta dincolo, apoi le
pui cap la cap si cam asa se desfasoara tot procesul.
Ce am reusit sa facem e sa gasim cateva informatii.
De exemplu, acum stim ca Discours de Ramsay din
1736-1737 se gasea in format tiparit in 1738 intr-o
versiune mult modificatd. Stim ca nu Ramsay l-a
modificat, ci altcineva, un tip pe nume Philip Uriot.
Am studiat si ritualul de initiere a venerabilului si
putem explica multe acum despre acesta.

In privinta gradului de Cavaler al Sf. Andrei, care a
mers alaturi de Gradele Ritului Scotian din Berlin,
putem spune ca stim cine a scris cuvintele, exact ziua
in care le-a prezentat Lojii Union din Berlin, data cand
au facut repetitia ceremonialului si data cand au des-
fasurat de-adevaratelea ritualul, la tinuta din ziua
Sf. Andrei. Cand am descoperit asta mi-am dat brusc
seama ca altcineva studiase un document de la o data
ulterioara si descoperise amendamentul in care ritualul
nu presupune trei atingeri cu sabia pe spate, ci cinci,
iar din celelalte formule este limpede ca au fost inspi-
rate de Ramsay. Deci vezi cum curgeau ideile prin
Europa. E nducitor, dar citeodata am putut identifica
evenimente pana in ziua exactd in care s-au petrecut,
chiar daca acum 300 de ani. N-ai crede ca genul asta
de informatii sunt disponibile, dar trebuie sa cercetezi
si sa citesti - si, da, e greu pentru ochi si pentru tipar.

Am descoperit ca e nevoie sa studiezi editii dife-
rite ale aceleiasi lucrari. in Franta, In 1744, exista
o colectie numita Catechisme des Francs-Magons, iar

If you look at Freemasonry, Masonry Dissected is
only really about the questions and answers. The
candidate gets the degree and he's brought back in
and the explanation is given to him in a catechism, in
a “question and answer”. But there was more than
this. We discovered a 1735 start at explaining what
the ethics and morality of Freemasonry were, and the
charge after initiation. It deals with the duties you
owe to God, your neighbour, and yourself. That is still
in the English and Scottish Ritual today and I believe
it's in the Ritual of other places as well. People had
noticed, it but no one had realized that this was the
first bit of ritual that aimed to teach the candidate
upon his initiation what the morals and ethics of
Freemasonry were. It's something that was carried on
by Ramsay in his Discours, carried on by de la Tierce
in his expansion on Anderson's Constitution in Frank-
fort sur Main. People were exploring this, but they
were exploring other things as well and if you read
through the book they crop up one after the other.

You told me that one of the purposes of your latest
book is to open the mind of the reader to new possibil-
ities for research, one not just to requote that the book
is on their desk. Please comment

We started on a very big project and as anyone
goes through such a project you pick up on a fact here
and a fact there, and then you put two facts together,
and the process develops rather in that sort of way.
What we could do is we found one or two. We for
example we can tell you now that the Discours de
Ramsay of 1736-1737 was in print in 1738 in a much
altered form. We can tell you it wasn't Ramsay who
altered it, it was someone else, a guy called Philip
Uriot. We've looked at the passing of the Chair Degree
and we can explain a lot more about that.

In terms of a single degree, that of the Chevaliers
de Saint André that went with the Berlin Ecossais
Degrees, we can tell you who wrote the words, and
the very day he announced them to the Union Lodge
in Berlin, then give you the date when they did a
practice and the date when they did it for real at the
next St Andrews day installation. And having found
that suddenly I realized that someone else had looked
at a later document and found the amendment in
which the form is not three taps of the sword on the
back, but five, and there are clear indications from the
other words that they'd been influenced by Ramsay.
So you can see how the ideas were flowing through
Europe. It blows your mind, but sometimes we could
do it to the day, of an event almost 300 years ago. You
wouldn't think there would be that information avail-
able, but you have to look and you have to read and
it's tough on the eyes and hard on the printing.
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apoi versiunea ulterioara, Les Nouvelles Catechisme,
din 1749, ambele scrise de Leonard Gabanon. Cand
se ajungea la gradul al treilea continea o imagine cu
un sicriu, iar in partea opusa a imaginii aparea
cuvantul ,Iehova”. Apoi Gabanon a realizat o a treia
editie, o avem si pe aceea - are aceeasi imagine cu
sicriul la gradul al treilea, doar ca de asta data cuvan-
tul nu mai este ,Iehova”, ci MB (MacBenah). Si scrie
ca ,lehova” nu mai este cuvantul pentru gradul al
treilea, ci doar numele lui Dumnezeu si atat. Asta e
punctul in care putem spune ca ,lehova” a devenit
parola Scotiana si e motivul pentru care, intr-o oare-
care masura, a disparut din gradul al treilea. Dar
insisti si insisti, explorezi in continuare si gasesti in
continuare lucruri. Ce nu am reusit a fost sa desco-
perim toate indiciile astfel incat sa putem lega toate
lucrurile intre ele. Am reusit sa stabilim poate
trei-patru legaturi, iar restul e pe seama altora, pen-
tru cd mai sunt destule documente pe care sa le iei
la Intrebari. Asadar, incercam sa-i facem pe oameni
sa gandeasca Intr-un mod diferit. Vechiul obicei de
a tipari volume groase pline de ritualuri nu mai
functioneaza, pentru ca nu obtii decat un ditamai
raftul cu volume groase pline de ritualuri. Cand te
uiti la prima versiune, apoi la a doua, apoi la a treia,
sa vezi cum se schimba in timp, abia atunci incepi sa
vezi diferentele. Si, din nou, asta e o abordare crimi-
nalisticd - esti atent la detalii. Daca noi am gasit
lucruri, suntem convinsi ca exista lucruri inedite pe
care le pot gasi si altii.

Unul dintre capitolele din cartea voastrd este despre
litera G si Fiul Vaduvei. Te rog sd le explici spectatorilor
si cititorilor nostri cdte ceva despre acest subiect.

Da. In Anglia au vrut si scape de acest aspect - nu
le plac femeile, sau cel putin nu le placeau, asa ca
Ruth a disparut din ritualul masonic englez, Regina
din Saba a disparut si ea din ritualul masonic, la fel
si sotia sau (in functie de unde citesti) mama lui
Hiram, cel care a fost ucis. Insi ea riméane in Statele
Unite si In Europa, lumea spune ,Doamne, Dumne-
zeul meu, Dumnezeule” - si isi lasa mainile jos -
»chiar nu e nici un ajutor pentru Fiul Vaduvei?” Am
reusit sa descoperim cate ceva despre asta si e o
poveste fascinanta. Avem un capitol Intreg si urma-
rim firul istoriei pana chiar in momentul de dupa ce
l-au ucis pe Hiram. In 1760, Anglia se concentra pe
pedepsire, pe uciderea celor vinovati. Insi in alte
locuri nu era asa. Mai e un text, numit Ecossais Maitre
Angloise, care pesemne ar fi ajuns din Anglia, prin
intermediul prizonierilor de razboi francezi, pana in
Franta, care povesteste cum dupa ce Hiram a fost
ucis, Solomon i-a dat sotiei lui Hiram satul Gaboan
ca sd traiasca in el, iar ea a hotarat sa se Ingrijeasca
de Masoni. Asadar, ,chiar nu e nici un ajutor pentru

We discovered that you needed to look at different
editions of the same work. There was a series in France
in 1744 called the Catechisme des Francs-Magons and
then the later version Les Nouvelles Catechisme of
1749. Both by Leonard Gabanon and when it came to
the Third Degree it had a picture of a coffin, and
across the coffin was the word “Jehova”. And then he
did a third edition and we've got that - it's got the
same picture of the coffin of the Third Degree, only
this time it's not “Jehovah”, it uses (MB MacBenah).
And there is a statement that the word “Jehovah” is
not the word anymore of the Third Degree, it is simply
the name of God and that's all. That's the point at
which we can tell you that “Jehovah” became the
Ecossais password and that's why it partly vanishes
from the Third Degree. But you keep on you keep on
going, you keep on exploring, and you will keep on
finding. What we couldn't do, we didn't find all the
clues to connect all the things. We connected maybe
three or four things and the rest is left to other people,
because there are plenty more documents to go at.
So we're trying to teach people to think in a different
way. The old habit of merely printing big volumes full
of rituals doesn't work, because you just get a shelf of
big thick books full of rituals. It's only when you start
to look at version one, version two, version three, look
at how it changes over time that you start to see
differences. And, again, this is the sort of the forensic
approach looking at the detail. If we found things
we're sure that there are more things that other
people can find as well.

One of the chapters of your book is about the letter
G and the Widow's son. Please explain to our audience
and readers about this topic.

Yes. In England they wanted to get rid of that - they
don't like women, or they didn't; so Ruth has vanished
from English Masonic ritual, the Queen of Sheba has
vanished from Masonic Ritual, and so has the wife or
(it depends where you look) the mother of Hiram, the
one who was slain, vanished. But it still remains in the
United States and in Europe, people speak “Oh, Lord,
my God, oh, Lord, my God” - and they bring their hands
down - “is there no help for the Widow's son?” And
we managed to dig out a bit about that and it makes a
fascinating story. With this whole chapter we follow it
right the way through to what they did after Hiram was
killed. England in 1760 went for retribution, it went
for the killing of the guilty. But in other places it wasn't
like that it. And there was one called the Ecossais
Maitre Angloise which is supposed to have come from
England, through French prisoners of war, into France
and it tells the story about how after Hiram was killed
Solomon gave a village called Gaboan to Hiram'’s wife
to live in and she decided she was going to care for the
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Fiul Vaduvei?” - se pare ca Vaduva e cea care i-a
ajutat pe masoni, iar cititorii o sa inceapa sa inte-
leaga de unde vine povestea. Asadar, dupa gradul al
treilea exista istorii diferite, despre pedeapsa sau
despre vindecare, toate absolut fascinante.

Daca mergi la Capela Rosslyn - am fost acolo de
curand si am avut sansa sa ascult o prelegere, am adu-
nat In biserica pe toata lumea care se afla acolo -, iar
la sfarsit vorbitorul a luat o lanterna si a luminat unul
dintre colturile de sus, din partea din spate a capelei,
si ne-a spus , Acolo e chipul Maestrului care a plecat in
strainatate si l-a lasat pe Ucenic sa ciopleasca stalpul
pe care 1l vedeti In capatul celadlalt al capelei” Apoi a
indreptat lanterna in partea cealalta si a zis ,Iar acolo
este Ucenicul, cel care a fost ucis dupa ce s-a intors
Maestrul, iar 1anga el este mama lui” Interesant! in
perioada sculptarii si construirii Capelei Rosslyn apare
aceeasi poveste ca In Francmasonerie cateva secole mai
tarziu. Ar putea fi o pura Intamplare, nu stiu, dar se pot
descoperi lucruri palpitante, iar acesta, de exemplu,
e unul dintre ele. Claudiu, tu stii asta, pentru ca am fost
impreund, am mers la Preceptoratul Torphichen (con-
struit in 1140), langa Edinburgh, care a fost sediul
Cavalerilor loaniti. (https://www.masonicforum.ro/ro/
no-63-ro/landmark-in-scotia-preceptoratul-torphichen-
construit-in-1140/)

De fapt, Cavalerii au ajuns acolo cu mult timp
fnainte, prin secolele XII-XIII, cand au fost alungati
din Orientul Mijlociu si si-au facut un loc al lor. Insa
pe vremea Templierilor Masoni s-a starnit mult inte-
res in legiturd cu Cavalerii Templieri. In presi au
aparut tot felul de articole despre Cavalerii Templieri.
Capela Rosslyn - nu stiu! Despre multe dintre povesti,
mituri, legende mi se pare cd ne putem da seama ca
sunt foarte vechi. Daca ne uitam la vechile indatoriri
vedem ca si ele sunt vechi. Cum se leaga intre ele,
asta nu stiu, dar cand mergi Intr-un loc precum
Capela Rosslyn ajungi sa-ti pui multe intrebari.
E interesant cand stai sa te uiti cum s-au conturat
diversele grade. Am ajuns sa rescriu istoria Masone-
riei irlandeze, pentru ca ei nu prea s-au Impacat
niciodata cu faptul ca la sfarsitul anilor 1760-incepu-
tul anilor 1770 era acolo o Mare Comanderie a Cava-
lerilor Templieri, apoi in 1779 a avut loc o ruptura,
cand o altd grupare a primit un act de infiintare din
partea Lojii Mama Kilwinning din Scotia - urmau sa
devina Loja Kilwinning a Marilor Cavaleri Templieri
ai Irlandei si sa lucreze in Irlanda. Daca ne uitam la
un document anume, Ahiman Rezon din 1790 (Cartea
constitutiilor), acesta enumera toti ofiterii Marii Loji,
apoi ofiterii ambelor Comanderii ale Cavalerilor Tem-
plieri. Nu se recunoaste nicdieri In mod deschis, dar
s-a Intdmplat ca Marea Comanderie de Kilwinning sa
aiba gradul Cavaler de Rozacruce si ca Marele lor
Maestru sa fie in acelasi timp Marele Maestru Mason

Masons. So “is there no help for the Widow's son?” - it
was the Widow who gave help to Masons and you'll
start to see where that story comes from. So there are
different tales after the Third Degree, of retribution, or
of healing, and it's absolutely fascinating.

If you go to Rosslyn Chapel - I did recently and
was given a lecture, because we filled the church with
everyone who was there - and at the end the speaker
got his flashlight and he pointed it up at one of the
top corners of the back of the chapel and he said
“There is the face of the Master who went abroad and
left The Apprentice to carve the pillar that you can
see at the other end of the chapel” And then he
pointed his torch across to the other side and he said
“And that is The Apprentice, the one who got killed
afterwards when the Master came back and next to
him is his mother” And - interesting! - almost the
same story is appearing at the time of the carving
and the building of Rosslyn Chapel as comes up in
Freemasonry several centuries later. It might be pure
chance, I don't know, but there are exciting things to
be found, and that, for example, is one of them.
Claudiu, you know, because we've been together, we
went to the Torphichen Preceptory (built in 1140),
it’s near Edinburgh, which was the home of the
Knights of St John. (https://www.masonicforum.ro/
no-63/landmark-in-scotland-torphichen-preceptory-
built-in-1140/)

The Knights, in reality, were there a long time
before, so in the 1100s-1200s, when they got thrown
out of the Middle East and they clung on. But around
the time of the Masonic Templars there was a lot of
interest in the Knights Templars in society. So you
look at newspapers, and newspapers were publishing
articles about the Knights Templar. So, Rosslyn
Chapel - I don't know! A lot of these stories, myths,
legends I think we can see are very old. If you look at
the old charge you can see that they're old. How
they're connected together, [ don't know, but going to
a place like Rosslyn Chapel makes you ask a lot of
questions. It's interesting when you look at all the
different Degrees and how they all came together.
I ended up rewriting Irish Masonic history because
they never quite came to terms with the fact that
there was an early Grand Encampment that was going
late 1760s-early 1770s and then there was a split in
1779, when another group got a warrant from Mother
Kilwinning in Scotland and it was to be the High
Knights Templar of Ireland Kilwinning Lodge, and to
work this in Ireland. If you look at one particular, the
1790 Ahiman Rezon (Book of Constitutions), it lists
all the officers of the Grand Lodge, then it lists the
officers of both of the Knights Templar Encampments.
Now, it's never been openly acknowledged as that and
it happened that the Kilwinning Grand Encampment
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al Marii Loji a Irlandei. Existau si alte grade. Am des-
coperit ca doua Comanderii se aflau In competitie
directa si cred ca ele au fost in spatele diferitelor
grade, cum ar fi Cavaler al Spadei, Cavaler al Orien-
tului - acum a fost adaugat si Cavalerul Orientului
si Occidentului. Aceste grade au fost incluse si acolo
si erau diferite. Asadar, cred ca mai sunt multe lucruri
de descoperit si cred ca noi am descoperit limpede
ca forma gradului Cavaler de Rozacruce care a ajuns
in Anglia a fost preluatd de o loja irlandeza si este
versiunea specificd a Marii Comanderii de Kilwin-
ning. Joseph Wages a gasit un exemplar intr-un set
de ritualuri ale lui Dunckerley la - iti vine sau nu sa
crezi — o biblioteca masonica din Suedia, In versiune
engleza! Pot sa fac legatura Intre lucrul asta, un ritual
pentru Cavalerii de Rozacruce gasit de profesorul Jan
Snoek si ritualul de astazi al Cavalerilor Masoni irlan-
dezi. Exista un fir rosu care trece prin toate aceste
elemente. Atunci cdnd am scris capitolele despre
Arcul Regal si Cavalerii Templieri, primul este despre
Arcul Regal in Irlanda. Multi Masoni care voiau sa
devina Cavaleri Templieri trebuiau sa obtina mai intai
gradul Arcului Regal - si nu puteau. Arcul Regal a
presupus o simpla hotarare, au spus ,Noi suntem /
avem Arcul Regal”, I-au facut parte din Marea Coman-
derie in mod formal si au comunicat acest lucru
pentru ca lumea sa participe la intalnirile lor. Insa era
valabil pentru ambele parti In acelasi timp. Ambele
organizau un mare festin de praznicul Sfantului loan,
voiau sa atraga oameni. Am descoperit 70 de astfel
de anunturi, deci nu a fost ceva care s-a Intamplat
o singura data. Acum, irlandezii Incep sa se Impace
cu ideea. Urmatorul capitol este despre sosirea Cava-
lerilor Templieri in Irlanda si despre cum s-au stra-
duit sa-si impuna influenta, apoi vorbesc si despre
cum aceasta s-a transferat in Scotia si abia in cele din
urma a ajuns in Anglia. Lucrurile acestea, chiar daca
e posibil ca unele sa fi inceput In Anglia, s-au impus
foarte greu din pricina controlului pe care a Incercat
sa-1 exercite Marea Loji a Angliei. In Irlanda, Lojile
lucrau orice voiau. Marii Loji nu-i convenea, dar nu
putea sd le opreasci. In Anglia puteau si opreasca
acest fenomen si chiar l-au oprit, astfel ca raspandi-
rea lui In Anglia a fost mai grea si dificila. Mai sunt
multe de descoperit, dar nu ne-am bazat pe ritualuri;
e drept, am folosit ritualurile si ocazional sunt utile,
dar ele in sine nu rezolva problema - trebuie sa le
pui intr-un context, intr-un moment de timp, un
spatiu, printre niste oameni si e extraordinar cate
coordonate istorice despre timp si persoane exista
inca. Tratam destul de mult ce se intampla in Frank-
furt, buna parte s-a petrecut n anii 1740 si a avut
legatura cu incoronarea lui Carol al VII-lea, marele
monarh al Europei. Asadar, inca de la Inceput am ales
o perspectiva diferita, aceea de a ,scotoci peste tot”,

had the Knight Red Cross and that their Grand Master
was also the Grand Master Mason of the Grand Lodge
of Ireland at the same time. There were various other
Degrees, and I've discovered that the two Encamp-
ments competed with each other and I think there
were behind the various other Degrees, like the
Knight of the Sword, Knight of the East - now it's
added in Knight of the East and West. They were also
included as part of that and they were different. So
[ think there's a lot more to be discovered and I think
we've made the clear discovery that the form of
Knight Red Cross that mainly went to England was
taken by an Irish Lodge and is the particular version
of the Kilwinning Grand Encampment. Joseph Wages
found a copy in a set of Dunckerley rituals, believe it
or not, in one of the Masonic libraries in Sweden, in
an English transcript! So I can put that together with
a Knight Red Cross ritual that Professor Jan Snoek
found and today's Irish Knight Masons ritual. There
is a common thread that runs through all of them. So
you start to see when I write the chapters on Royal
Arch and Knights Templar, the first one is the Royal
Arch in Ireland and then it was because lots of
Masons wanted to become Knights Templar they had
to get the Royal Arch Degree first; and they couldn't.
The Royal Arch took a simple decision, they said
“We're having the Royal Arch”, they made it part of
their early Grand Encampment in a formal way and
they competed in the press for people to go along to
their meetings. But both parts, at the same time, and
each of them had a big Feast every St John's day and
they wanted to attract people. I found 70 advertise-
ments by them, so it wasn't just on one occasion. So
the Irish are coming to terms with this. Then the
following chapter is the arrival of the Knights Tem-
plar in Ireland and how they competed, and then I go
on also to look at how it transferred to Scotland and
finally, and only finally, it got into England. These
things, while some of them might have started in
England, the control that the Grand Lodge of England
tried to exert made it very difficult for them to suc-
ceed. In Ireland, Lodges worked whatever they
wanted to work. Grand Lodge didn't like it, but they
couldn't stop it; in England they could stop it and
they did, so it made the progress in England harder
and more difficult. There's a lot more to be discov-
ered but we didn't rely upon rituals; we did use rit-
uals and they are useful on occasion, but they don't,
of themselves solve the problem - you have to put
the context around them, the time, the place, and the
people and it's amazing how much information on
time and people is still available. We deal quite a lot
with what was going on in Frankfurt and a lot of it
was in the early 1740s and it was all to do with the
coronation of Charles VII, the big monarch of Europe.
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asa cum ni se spune ca au facut cei care au reparat
Templul, si sa cautam lucruri noi, curatandu-le de
praful asternut peste timp, si credem ca le putem
oferi cititorilor o modalitate noua de a aborda pro-
blemele, de a face descoperiri noi si de a incepe sa
puna cap la cap niste lucruri de bun-simt, dar si de a
ajunge la povesti care sunt diferite. Asta am facut noi,
si a fost 0 munca de patru ani.

Cateva cuvinte, de final, dragul meu frate John?

As vrea doar sa le urez celor care ne urmaresc pe
Roger Dachez si pe mine sa exploreze cu bucurie. Si,
in calitate de cercetatori, trebuie sa fim mai precisi -
nu e suficient sa citezi ce s-a mai citat si Tnainte. Daca
il citesti pe Fifield Dassigny, care a scris in Irlanda, vezi
ca a publicat o carte in care studiaza sosirea Arcului
Regal la Dublin si in care spune ca trebuie sa fi fost
venerabil, apoi fost venerabil, ca sa ajungi la acest grad
si ca fratii ar trebui sa fie rabdatori. E evident ca apa-
ruse multd presiune, foarte repede, in jurul anului
1744, lumea voia sa obtind Gradul Arcului Regal. Prin-
tre oameni e aceasta dorinta, de a avea Inca un Grad!
Cand am studiat primul Ahiman Rezon al lui Lawrence
Dermott, din 1756, am vazut ca vorbeste acolo despre
Arcul Regal pentru ca l-a facut parte din ,strategia lui
de marketing”, daca-mi permiti expresia, si spunea ca
reprezintd ,inima, radacina si esenta Francmasone-
riei” - cred cd asta e ordinea corecta. Astfel de lucruri
sunt citate - DAR cercetatorii au fost prea delasatori sa
citeasca pana la capatul paragrafului, pentru ca acolo,
chiar in 1756 - si sa nu uitam ca Anticii au Inceput la
Londra abia in 1751, asadar in cinci ani obtinuse o
pozitie care i impunea sa precizeze la sfarsitul acestui
paragraf pe care nimeni nu pare sa-l fi citit pana la
capat: ,, Trebuie sd le reamintesc celor care citesc textul
de fatd cd Arcul Regal este un grad pentru cei care au
fost initiati maestri venerabili si nu pot sd nu citez
declaratia din 1744 a lui Fifield Dassigny”, iar apoi
repetd exact cuvintele acelea. Asadar stim ca Lawrence
Dermott a fost In Anglia, ca Arcul Regal era popular si
ca multa lume si-1 dorea, Insa singurul lucru pe care
l-am putut gasi care 1i sustine afirmatia este faptul ca
Dassigny o spune si el - nimeni altcineva nu mai citise
aspectul asta! Sute de persoane trebuie sa fi luat
Constitutia din 1756, sa fi citit cuvintele, dar sa nu-si
fi dat seama de ce se afla la capatul paragrafului, pen-
tru ca acolo afli imediat cum a fost acceptat, imbratisat
si dorit Arcul Regal in anii 1750 in Anglia. Dar e nevoie
de lecturi si le doresc tuturor lecturi placute!

Multumesc foarte mult, John!
E placerea mea.

Sursa / Source:
https://youtu.be/kVAxmj_Wdel?si=G0Osa5Sjp0Bs0bOa-
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So we've started round the beginnings of a new way of
looking at it, of “ferreting around” as we're told the
people did when they were repairing the Temple and
looking for things, by scraping away and we think we
are able to offer people a new way of looking at the
problems and making new discoveries and starting to
put together some common sense, and getting stories
that are different. That's what we've done and it was
4 years’ work.

Any final words to add, my dear brother John?

No, except to wish those who follow Roger Dachez
and myself happy exploring. And as researchers have
to be much more precise; it's no good just quoting what
was quoted before. If you read Fifield Dassigny - he's
writing in Ireland -, he published a book in which he
looks at the arrival of the Royal Arch in Dublin and he
says that you must be through the Chair, past the Chair,
to get this Degree and that Brothers should be patient
and it was obvious that there was a lot of pressure even
very quickly, in around 1744, for people to get the
Royal Arch degree. There's a hunger amongst human
beings to have just one more Degree! When I looked at
Lawrence Dermott’s first Ahiman Rezon of 1756, he
does talk about the Royal Arch because he made it part
of his “marketing strategy”, for want of a better word,
and he said that it is the “heart, root and marrow of
Freemasonry” - I think that's the right order. That is
what people quote - BUT they were too idle to read to
the bottom of the paragraph, because in the bottom of
the paragraph, even in 1756 - and remember that the
Antients only started in London in 1751, so in 5 years
he'd reached a position where he had to say at the end
of this paragraph that no one else seems to have read
to the end of: “I have to remind those reading this that
the Royal Arch is a degree for those who have passed the
Chair and I can do no better than quote Fifield Dassigny
in his statement of 1744” and he goes on to repeat pre-
cisely that. So we know that Lawrence Dermott went
over to England and the Royal Arch was popular and a
lot of people wanted it but the only thing he could
revert to in order to justify his claim for this is that
Dassigny says it - no one else had read that! Hundreds
of people must have picked up the 1756 Constitution,
read the words and not appreciated what was in the
bottom of that paragraph, because it tells you immedi-
ately about the way in which the Royal Arch was
accepted and welcomed and wanted back in the 1750s
in England. So there we are. But you have to read and
[ wish people happy reading!

Thank you so much, John!
It's my pleasure. ®
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GORDON MICHIE | Past Substitute Provincial GM, Prov. GL of Fife and Kinross, GL of Scotland
PM, Lodge EARL HAIG No. 1260, Grand Lodge of Scotland
PM, Lodge HOPE OF KURRACHEE No. 337, Grand Lodge of Scotland

Eddie Watson - un omagiu
(aviatorul nostru fotbalist din Fife)

in 1996, cu ocazia celei de-a
75-a aniversari a Lojii Earl Haig
nr. 1260, m-am apucat sa scriu
istoria Lojii, iar in timpul cerceta-
rilor un lucru nu-mi dadea pace -
faptul ca nu am avut nici un Frate
care sa faca sacrificiul suprem in
vreun conflict armat si, bineinte-
les, in Al Doilea Rdzboi Mondial.
Da, de-a lungul timpului multi
Frati s-au inrolat. Eu fnsumi am
fost in Fortele Aeriene Regale intre
1988 si 1995. Am presupus pur si
simplu ca Fratii nostri au fost
foarte norocosi pentru ca si-au
incheiat serviciul nevatamati. Din
multe puncte de vedere eram
bucuros ca Loja noastra nu are

Eddie Watson — a tribute
(our Footballing Flyer from Fife)

In the lead up to the 75" Anni-
versary of Lodge Earl Haig, No
1260, in 1996 I undertook to write
the history of the Lodge and during
my researches one thing stuck in
my mind - that we did not have any
Brother who had given the ultimate
sacrifice in any of the conflicts and
of course World War 2. Yes, we had
many brethren throughout the
years that had signed up and taken
the King or Queen’s shilling. I my-
self served in the Royal Air Force
between 1988 and 1995. I just as-
sumed that our brethren were very
lucky and had come through their
service unscathed. In many ways
[ was glad that our Lodge did not

nevoie de o placa memoriala ala-
turi de monumentul superb aflat la vest de Elgin’s
Lodge de la Leven si care 1i comemoreaza pe Fratii care
si-au dat viata pentru pace.

Asadar, am ramas foarte surprins la sfarsitul verii
lui 2012 cand Secretarul nostru, Fratele Bob Christie,
mi-a redirectionat un e-mail de la un domn pe nume
Mark Watson, un subofiter din Armata Canadiana,
care se interesa in legatura cu bunicul lui matern.

E-mailul de la Mark mi-a starnit multe ganduri:
trebuie sa stim mai multe despre Edwin Watson, tre-
buie sa comemoram sacrificiul suprem pe care l-a
facut pentru noi toti si trebuie sa-i ajutam familia sa
afle lucrurile necunoscute despre viata lui.

Din fericire, necunoscutele s-au dovedit sa nu fie
o sarcina fmpovaratoare, pentru ca Mark, nepotul
lui, faicuse munca de teren si a putut sa-mi ofere
despre bunicul sau toate amanuntele, pe care le voi
relata in paginile care urmeaza. Sper ca de aici
incolo amintirea Fratelui nostru Edwin Watson,
candva pierduta, sa fie pastrata alaturi de ale Frati-
lor Lojii Earl Haig.

Dupa ce am studiat Registrul Lojii a devenit lim-
pede ca Fratele Watson era un Mason foarte nou si
tanar, atat de nou incat nu obtinuse Inca gradul al
treilea. A fost initiat In 17 ianuarie 1944 si ridicat
la gradul al doilea in 26 aprilie 1944.
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have the need to have a memorial
plaque to sit alongside the beautiful memorial in the
west of Elgin’s Lodge at Leven commemorating their
brethren that had given their all for peace.

[ was therefore very surprised in the late summer
of 2012 when our Secretary Bro Bob Christie for-
warded to me an email from a Mr Mark Watson a
retired Warrant Officer in the Canadian Armed Forces
asking about his maternal grandfather.

This email from Mark did very much spark very
many thoughts within my mind: we need to know
more about Edwin Watson, we must commemorate
the ultimate sacrifice he gave for us all and we must
help his family fill in the blanks of his life.

Thankfully filling in the blanks was not going to be
an onerous task as his grandson Mark had done the
leg work and he was able to supply me with chapter
and verse on his grandfather which [ will recount in
these pages and I trust that going forward our once
forgotten Brother Edwin Watson and the memory of
him will never be forgotten in the memories of the
Brethren of Lodge Earl Haig.

After looking back the Roll book of the Lodge it
became evident that Bro Watson was a very new and
young mason, so new that he had not yet received his
3 degree. He was initiated on the 17% January 1944
and was passed to the 2™ degree on the 26" April 1944.
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Cum nu a mai ajuns la gradul al treilea si, astfel, nu
a primit atestarea ca membru al Craftului, nu aveam
de la el decat recipisa gasita la sfarsitului carnetului
sau de zbor. Desi la momentul ultimului zbor era
membru al Craftului de mai putin de 6 luni, nu pot
decat sa speculez ca acceptarea in Masonerie a fost
un lucru important si de impact pentru el, pentru ca
a simtit ca e necesar sa pastreze recipisa in carnetul
de zbor, poate cel mai important document pe care
il avea asupra lui.

Asadar, cine a fost omul acesta si ce descoperise
Mark despre viata bunicului sdu? Inainte de rizboi,
Edwin a fost jucator de fotbal profesionist, jucand ca
varf central sau mijlocas lateral.

Edwin s-a nadscut la Pittenweem, In pitoreasca
localitate East Neuk din regiunea Regatului Fife, in
28 mai 1914 si a jucat initial la Crossgates Primrose
si mai multe echipe locale, dupa cum veti vedea mai
incolo 1n articol, apoi s-a mutat la Partick Thistle in
sezonul 1936-37. A marcat pentru Partick sase goluri
in paisprezece meciuri, apoi a semnat cu Huddersfield
Town 1n ianuarie 1938.

Dupa un an ca rezerva, Edwin a plecat de la Hud-
dersfield Town 1n aprilie 1939 la Bradford Park Ave-
nue, dar a jucat o singura data pentru ei in Divizia B,
inscriind intr-un egal 2-2 la Millwall in 2 septembrie
1939. Din nefericire, Al Doilea Razboi Mondial a
inceput a doua zi, asa ca rezultatul meciului - la fel
ca al tuturor celorlalte din sezonul respectiv - a fost
invalidat.

A jucat de inca trei ori pentru Avenue in compe-
titiile regionale temporare organizate in perioada
1939-1940. A jucat si in mai multe partide amicale.

Cariera de fotbalist 1-a purtat pe Edwin departe
de comunitatea de pescari in care s-a nascut si cea de
mineri din Levenmouth unde a copilarit, iar cariera lui
promitatoare a fost retezata de izbucnirea Razboiului.

Datorita carierei stralucite in topul ligilor engleze
dinaintea inceperii Razboiului, familia a putut afla
mai usor informatii despre viata lui, iar cateva dintre
realizdrile din timpului Razboiului i-au fost relatate
intr-un ziar local. Din nefericire, la momentul scrierii
textului de fata, nu stim despre care ziar e vorba, Insa
mai jos veti gasi articolul asa cum a fost publicat,
alaturi de un portret al lui Edwin, dar si de o fotogra-
fie cu el iesind pe ceea ce nu putem presupune ca ar
fi decat terenul celor de la Huddersfield Town.

Un fotbalist ataca un submarin german - sprint
de la bucatdria de bord la tunuri (ziar necunoscut)

In drum spre casa dupi o lungi expeditie de patru-
lare, echipajul aeronavei Sunderland ,W” de la
»William” al unei escadrile de coasta a RAF se prega-
tea de o masa calda.
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As he never received his 3™ degree and therefore
never received his certification of being a member of
the Craft all he had was his receipt that lay in the back
of his log book. Although he was a member of the
Craft for less than 6 months at the time of his last
flight, I can only speculate that his admittance into
the Craft must have been important to him and made
an impact as he felt the importance of his receipt to
keep it with his flying log book, which arguably was
his most important document in his possession.

So what of the man and what had his grandson
Mark uncovered about his grandfathers life? Prior
to the war Edwin was a professional footballer and
played as either a centre forward or inside left.

Edwin was born in Pittenweem in the picturesque
East Neuk of the Kingdom of Fife on the 28% May
1914 and originally played for Crossgates Primrose
and a variety of other local teams as you will read
later in this article before joining Partick Thistle in
season 1936/37. He scored six goals in 14 matches
for Partick and then signed for Huddersfield Town in
January 1938.

After a further year in the reserves Edwin left Hud-
dersfield Town in April 1939 to join Bradford Park
Avenue but played just once for them in the Second
Division scoring in a 2-2 draw at Millwall on the 2™
September 1939. Unfortunately World War 2 was
declared the following day and so the game, like all
others played thus far that season, was declared void.

He played a further three times for Avenue in the
temporary regional competitions set up during the
1939/1940. Edwin also played in a number of friendly
matches.

Edwin’s footballing career took him a long way
away from the fishing community of his birth and the
mining communities of Levenmouth where he grow
up and this promising career was only cut short by
the onset of War.

Due to Edwin’s footballing career in the top flight
of the English leagues prior to the start of the war this
has afforded more information to be available to the
family and some of his exploit during the war were
recorded in a local paper. Unfortunately at the time of
writing this we do not know which paper that this
was published but the following is the article as pub-
lished which had a head shot of Edwin and also a
photo of him walking out onto the field and we can
only assume it is Huddersfield Town’s ground.

Footballer Attacks U-Boat - Dash from Galley
to Guns (unknown newspaper)

Homeward bound at the end of a long patrol, the
crew of Sunderland “w” for William of an RAF Coastal
Command Squadron were ready for a hot meal.
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La aragazul bucatdriei de bord, sergentul major
Edwin Watson, fost jucator la Partick Thistle si fotba-
list din East Fife, desfasura partea domestica din
serviciul sau triplu: Watson este bucatar, mecanic si
ocupa pozitiile de tragere din avion.
In tigaie sfardia sunculita, iar ouile
asteptau sa fie gatite.

Dintr-odata, tiuitul alarmei a rasu-
nat puternic deasupra zumzetului
motoarelor, chemand echipajul ,la
posturi de lupta”.

In cateva clipe Watson a stins focul
aragazului, a strabatut In fuga com-
partimentul pentru bombe si, dupa ce
a deschis usile de lansare si a verificat
mecanismul, a ocupat pozitia la una
dintre mitraliere si a tras o rafala in
turnul de comanda al submarinului
german. Rezultatul a fost atat de bun

Over the galley stove Flight Sergeant Edwin Wat-
son former Partick Thistle and East Fife Footballer
was carrying out the domestic third leg of his triple
job. He mixes cooking with engineering and air gun-
nery. Bacon was sizzling in the pan,
eggs awaited cooking.

Suddenly the penetrating screech
of the klaxon horn rising above the
drone of the engines sounded “action
stations”.

In a matter of seconds Watson had
extinguished the fire under the stove,
rushed through the bomb bay, and,
after opening the bomb doors and
checking the mechanism, manned
one of the guns and sprayed the con-
ning tower of the U-Boat to such good
effect that that the few shots that
were aimed at the Sunderland in the

incat cele cateva lovituri trase spre
Sunderland la Inceputul incidentului si-au ratat cu
mult tinta.

Singura victima a fost un ou. ,L-am lasat din mana
asa de repede”, a declarat Watson, ,incat s-a rostogo-
lit pe podeaua bucatariei si, mai rau, am mai si calcat
in el. In sase ani de fotbal n-am simtit un asemenea
fior cum mi-a dat submarinul acela”, a comentat el mai
tarziu. ,Poate din cauza ca a durat atat de mult pana
sa fiu implicat in actiune. Stiti, am realizat un tur in
apele de langa coasta de vest a Africii fara sa vad
macar vreun periscop, iar din turul acesta trecusera
abia cateva ore.”

,Cand am ajuns la mitralierd, Jerry, avand vizibili-
tate, mi-a spus sa astept sd ajungem in raza de actiune
a mitralierei, apoi am tras inspre ei. Sergentul de zbor
care se afla la mitralierele din botul avionului a sporit
confuzia in turnul de comand3, iar cand am trecut
peste submarin, tunurile sale erau fara oameni, iar
marinarii puteau fi vazuti ascunzandu-se in timp ce
incercau sa se protejeze de proiectilele si gloantele
noastre”.

Sergentul Watson locuieste la Methil. Timp de
sase ani, pana cand Razboiul i-a intrerupt cariera, a
jucat fotbal la cel mai inalt nivel pentru Partick
Thistle, Huddersfield Town si Brandford. Cand a
izbucnit razboiul, s-a intors la Fife ca sa lucreze,
jucand in acelasi timp pentru East Fife. Are un frate
inrolat In Armata a 8-a.

Edwin Watson (mijlocas lateral, 1,75 m, 70 de
kilograme) are mai putina experienta in campionatul
englez decat oricare alt finalist, dar s-a preferat adu-
cerea lui In teren In locul unor jucatori mai bine
cunoscuti. Este adaptabil, rapid, profita de orice oca-
zie, dar este capabil si sa si le creeze singur. Este un
alt scotian la inceputul carierei si inca nu a avut parte
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early part of the run in flew wide of
their target.

The only casualty was an egg “I put it down in
such a hurry” said Watson, “that it rolled onto the
galley floor and to make matter worse I trod on it.
Six years of big time football never gave me the thrill
that U-Boat did” he remarked later “perhaps it was
that [ had to wait so long to see some action. You see
[ completed a tour in West African waters without
spotting so much as a periscope wake, and I've
knocked a few hours of this tour”

“By the time [ reached the gun, Jerry was plainly
visible, and, holding my fire until I got within range,
I let him have it. The Flight Sergeant who was on the
guns in the nose added to the confusion in the con-
ning tower, and when we went over the submarine
her guns were unmanned and sailors could be seen
crouching as they tried to shield themselves from our
cannon shells and bullets.”

Flight Sergeant Watson’s home is at Methil. For six
years until the war interrupted his career he played
first class football for Partick Thistle, Huddersfield
Town and Bradford. When War broke out he returned
to Fife to work while playing for East Fife. He has
a brother serving in the 8" Army.

Edwin Watson (inside left 5’9", 11) has had less
experience of English play than any other finalist,
but was preferred in the semi-final to better known
performers. Adaptable, quick moving and an oppor-
tunist who can take a chance as readily as he creates
one. Another Scot in the infancy of his career, and
has known no outstanding honour yet, for he was
Partick Thistle’s reserve leader when he was brought
to Huddersfield on January 6 of this year.

The above newspaper articles give a good insight
into the man who was Edwin Watson, the humorous
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de vreo recunoastere deosebitd, fiind liderul echipei
de rezerve de la Partick Thistle cand a fost adus la
Huddersfield, in ziua de 6 ianuarie a acestui an.
Articolul de mai sus ne ajuta sa Intelegem mai bine
cine a fost Edwin Watson si ce simt al umorului trebuie
sa fi avut daca a spus povestea cu oul cazut pe podea,
pe care apoi a cadlcat. Avem norocul de a reconstrui
o imagine mai clard a lui Edwin Watson, sergentul de
aviatie, dintr-o carte scrisa
despre militarii curajosi
de la Comanda de Coasta -
Wavetops at my Wingtips -
de catre un coleg de echipaj
al lui Edwin. In carte gisim
la pagina 237 o pozad cu
locotenentul aviator Lon-
gland si echipajul lui Sun-
derland, printre care
sergentul Watson, facuta
cu putin timp fnainte de
ultima lor misiune la bor-

streak that must also have been within him with the
story of the egg rolling about the floor and him
trodding on it. We are fortunate also to be able to
build more of a picture of Edwin Watson the Flight
Sergeant from a book that was written about the
brave men of Coastal Command - Wavetops at my
Wingtips - written by a crew mate of Edwin’s.
Within the book there is a picture on page 237 of
Flt Lt Longland and his
Sunderland crew that
included Flight Sergeant
Watson taken shortly
before their final mission
onboard the ML 760
Sunderland “W”. Six days
earlier they had flown
together and had sunk
U-955.

To mark the 75" Anni-
versary 201 Squadron com-
missioned an artist to paint

dul avionului ML 760 Sun-
derland ,W”. Cu sase zile
inainte zburasera Impreuna si scufundasera submari-
nul german U-955.

Pentru a marca cea de-a 75-a aniversare, Escadrila
201 a cerut unui artist sa picteze un tablou comemo-
rativ, iar imaginea aleasa a fost scufundarea lui U-955
in data de 6-7 iunie. Panza se numeste , Flare Attack” -
JAtac cu rachete de semnalizare”.

Jurnalul de bord al sergentului Watson nu numai
cd este o lecturad interesantd nu doar pentru rude si,
sper, pentru cei care 1si rup din timp sa citeasca
acest articol, dar arata si ca Edwin a fost implicat si
intr-un alt schimb de focuri, cand a tras 400-500 de
gloante din botul avionului Sunderland. Documen-
tele disponibile confirma ca de data aceea submari-
nul german a suferit pagube minore la motor si ca
un marinar a fost ucis.

De unde credeam ca in
Loja Earl Haig nu avem
nici un Frate care sa fi
facut sacrificiul suprem,
acum ne simtim onorati sa
il numaram printre noi pe
sergentul de aviatie Edwin
Watson, numar de identi-
ficare 1361241 din Esca-
drila 201 a Fortelor de
Rezerva din Royal Air
Force. Un aviator fotbalist

Edwin Watson - back row, 3 from right

a commemorative print and
the attack and sinking of
U-955 on the 6/7™ June was chosen. The print is titled
“Flare Attack”.

Flight Sergeant Watson’s Log Book makes inter-
esting reading not only for the family and hopefully
for those that take the time to read this article but it
shows that Edwin saw action on another occasion
when he fired off 4 to 500 rounds from the nose gun
of his Sunderland. The records that are available
confirm that on this occasion the U- Boat suffered
minor damage to the diesel engine and that one
sailor was Kkilled.

From a situation in Lodge Earl Haig where we
thought we had no Brethren that had given the ulti-
mate sacrifice we find ourselves honoured to count
amongst our numbers FS Edwin Watson, 1361241, of
201 Squadron Royal Air Force Reserve. A footballing,
flyer from Fife!

As we believe that Free-
masonry must have made
an impact on Bro Edwin,
due to the fact he carried
with his receipt from his
initiation, we are led to
hope that the camaraderie
found on the football pitch
and within the Royal Air
Force would have given
Bro Watson that desire to

din Fife!

Din moment ce credem ca Francmasoneria trebuie
sa fi avut un impact asupra Fratelui Edwin, intrucat
purta cu sine recipisa de la initiere, speram ca acea

find a home within Lodge
Earl Haig and enjoy the camaraderie of his Brethren.
This was not to be but as a Lodge we felt that we
wanted to commemorate his service to his country



camaraderie pe care a gasit-o pe terenul de fotbal si
in cadrul Royal Air Force i-a oferit Fratelui Watson
dorinta de a-si gasi un camin in Loja Earl Haig si de a
se bucura de camaraderia Fratilor sdi. Nu a fost sa fie,
dar toti cei din Loja am simtit ca vrem sa-i comemo-
ram serviciul adus tarii si sa ne amintim vesnic de
sacrificiul lui. Cuvintele din documentul de langa
medaliile lui sunt foarte potrivite.

ins3, cum e firesc, ele riman la familia lui din
Canada. Loja a comandat o placa memoriala care va
fi dezvelita la tinuta cea mai apropiata de data care
ar fi Insemnat a 99-a aniversare a nasterii Fratelui
Ediwn Watson. lata cuvintele de pe placa:

Intru slava lui Dumnezeu si amintirea unui Frate
din Loja Earl Haig, 1260 / Sergentul de aviatie Edwin
Watson, 1361241 / Cazut la datorie in 12 iunie 1944,
la varsta de 30 de ani / Escadrila 201 a Fortelor de
Rezerva din Royal Air Force. ,V-am purtat pe aripi
de vultur si v-am adus la Mine.”

Placa memoriald a fost daruita de Fratele Reverend
Andrew E. Paterson, judecator, Mare Maestru Provin-
cial al Fife and Kinross si va face parte dintr-un omagiu
anual pe care 1l vom institui In Loja la tinuta cea mai
apropiata de Remembrence Day - 11 noiembrie. Langa
placa memoriala este expusa o reproducere a tablou-
lui , Atac cu rachete de iluminare”.

Voi incheia articolul cu un extras din ziarul local
mentionat mai devreme:

Presupus pierdut - Doamna Elizabeth Watson,
domiciliata in Methil, High Street nr. 158, a primit
o Instiintare de la Ministerul Aviatiei cum ca sotul
domniei-sale, sergentul Edwin Watson din Fortele
Aeriene Regale, dat disparut in 12 iunie, trebuie
acum presupus disparut in mod oficial. Edwin era al
treilea fiu al domnului Edwin Watson si al doamnei
Margaret Watson, din Methil, Kildare House. Lasa in
urma o sotie si doi copii, cel mai mic dintre ei nascut
la opt luni dupa ce Edwin a fost dat disparut. Un
fotbalist impatimit, Edwin a jucat pentru Markinch
Vics, Dunnikier si Partick Thistle Tnainte sa plece in
sud la Huddersfield Town. La un moment dat a sta-
bilit ceea ce a fost considerat un record, jucand la
tineret, juniori si seniori in aceeasi saptimanai. Ina-
inte de a intra in RAF, Edwin a fost angajat la turna-
toria de otel din Leven, iar numerosii prieteni pe
care si i-a facut acolo si in alte locuri 1si vor aminti
de el pentru veselia lui. Un frate mai tanar, Alex, unul
dintre ,Sobolanii desertului” [grupul expeditionar
din Africa al Aliatilor, n. trad.] se afla la spital in Tara
Galilor, unde se reface dupa ce a fost ranit grav la
picior in Germania, in 27 ianuarie.

Frate Edwin, slujitor bun si devotat, Loja ta e man-
dra de tine.
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and to remember for all times the sacrifice he gave.
The words of the scroll that sit proudly with his
medals are very fitting.

But rightly they remain with his family in Canada.
So the Lodge had commissioned a memorial plaque
that will be unveiled at the closest meeting to what
would have been Bro Edwin Watson’s 99" birthday.
The words on our plaque read:

To the Glory of God and in Remembrance of a
Brother of Lodge Earl Haig, 1260 / Flight Sergeant
Edwin Watson, 1361241 / Killed in action 12" June
1944, aged 30 / 201 Squadron Royal Air Force Volun-
teer Reserve. “I bare you on eagle’s wings and brought
you unto Myself”

The memorial plaque was dedicated by Bro Revd
Andrew E Paterson JP, Provincial Grand Master of the
Provincial Grand Lodge of Fife and Kinross and will
be part of an annual memorial we will instigate within
the Lodge at the closest meeting to Remembrance
Day. Hanging proudly next to the memorial plaque is
a copy of the picture “Flare Attack”.

[ will finish this article with words from the local
paper:

Presumed Lost - Mrs Elizabeth Watson, 158 High
Street Methil, has receieved notice from the Air Min-
istry that her husband Flight Sergeant Edwin Watson
RAF, who was posted missing on June 12 last, must
now be officially presumed lost. Edwin was the third
son of the late Mr Edwin Watson and Mrs Margaret
Watson, Kildare House, Methil. He leaves a wife and
two children, the youngest born eight months after he
was lost. A keen footballer, Edwin played for Markinch
Vics, Dunnikier and Partick Thistle before going south
to Huddersfield Town. At one time he created what
was believed to be a record by playing Juvenile, Junior
and Senior all in one week. Prior to joining the RAF
Edwin was employed in the National Steel Foundry,
Leven. And the many friends he made there and else-
where will remember him for his cheery disposition.
A younger brother, Alex, one of the “Desert Rats” is in
hospital in Wales slowly recovering from serious leg
wounds received in Germany on January 27,

Brother Edwin, good and faithful servant, your
Lodge is proud of you. m
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CONCORD Lodge — after an outstanding EA ceremony
Grand East of the Netherlands, Rotterdam, May 2024

Photo credits: CLAUDIU IONESCU
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ALEXANDRU ENE | PM, Lodge MILLENIUM No. 58, NGLR

Reversul medaliei
in inteligenta artificiala
— eseu in cinci puncte -

In timp ce inteligenta artificiald (Al) este laudata
pentru potentialul sau revolutionar, exista o crestere
a preocuparilor legate de ceea ce am putea numi
Jprostia artificiala” - efectele nega-
tive neintentionate ale implementarii
grabite si nechibzuite a tehnologiilor
de Inteligenta Artificiala. Acest eseu
exploreaza aspectele problematice
ale Inteligentei Artificiale actuale,
bazandu-se pe studii si analize re-
cente citate In diverse surse.

PRIMUL PUNCT
Degradarea calitatii

limbajului

The other side of the coin
in the age of Al
— an essay in five points -

While artificial intelligence (Al) is praised for its
revolutionary potential, there is a rise in concerns
regarding what we might call “artificial stupidity” -
the negative and unintentional
effects of hastily and recklessly
implementing Al technologies. This
essay explores the problematic
aspects of current Al based on
recent studies and review cited in
various sources.

FIRST POINT
Language debasement

A recent study from the prestig-
ious University of Tiibingen in Ger-

Un studiu recent realizat de pre-
stigioasa Universitate Tiibingen din Germania a scos
la iveala o tendintd ingrijoratoare In utilizarea lim-
bajului, care poate fi atribuita partial modelelor de
limbaj Al Cercetatorii au observat o crestere semni-
ficativa in utilizarea ,cuvintelor excedentare”, multe
dintre acestea fiind imprumutate din jargonul corpo-
ratist.

Studiul releva ca:

- Utilizarea cuvintelor precum ,showcasing” si
,underscore” a crescut de aproape 10 ori in 2024
fata de anul precedent.

- Frecventa cuvintelor precum ,potential”, ,find-
ings” si ,crucial” a crescut dramatic, acestea fiind
asociate tot cu discursul corporatist.

- Asemenea cresteri abrupte in utilizarea anumitor
cuvinte au fost observate anterior doar in cazul unor
evenimente globale majore, cum ar fi aparitia terme-
nilor ,Ebola” in 2015 sau ,coronavirus”, ,lockdown”
si ,pandemie” intre 2020 si 2022.

Aceasta tendinta sugereaza ca modelele Al gene-
rative pot contribui la o uniformizare si saracire a
limbajului, promovand un stil de comunicare lipsit
de substanta si plin de clisee corporatiste, lipsite de
continut si de valoare lexicala, exemplul, celor de la
Tibingen, fiind: ,0 comprehensiune exhaustiva a
interactiunii intricate dintre cerere si oferta este
pivotala pentru strategii eficace”. Toma Caragiu facea
umor asa acum zeci de ani. ,,... Demitizarea exhaustiva
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many has revealed a concerning
tendency in the use of language which can partially
be attributed to Al language patterns. Researchers
have seen a significant increase in the use of “surplus
words”, many of them borrowed from corporate
slang.

The study shows that:

- The use of words such as “showcasing” and
“underscore” has increased almost tenfold in 2024 as
opposed to 2023.

- The frequency of words such as “potential”, “find-
ings” and “crucial” has dramatically increased; these
words are associated to corporate slang as well.

- Previously, similar abrupt increases in the use of
certain words had been seen only in the case of major
global events, such as the terms “Ebola” in 2015 or
“coronavirus”, “lockdown” and “pandemic” in between
2020 and 2022.

This tendency suggests that Al generative models
can contribute to leveling and impoverishing the lan-
guage by promoting a style of communication lacking
in substance and full of corporate clichés, lacking
content and lexical value. Researchers at Tiibingen
have given the following example: “A comprehensive
grasp of the intricate interplay between demand and
supply is pivotal for effective strategies.” The Roma-
nian translation reminds us of sketches by the great
comedian Toma Caragiu: “Exhaustive and relationally
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sirelational caduca... Incongruenta fenomenologica si
introspectiv cromatica.”

Al doilea punct
Riscuri de securitate si confidentialitate

Un memo intern de la Google, scurs recent In pres3,
evidentiazd preocupdri serioase legate de impactul
Al-ului generativ asupra internetului si societatii in
general. Conform acestui document:

- Al-ul generativ este folosit pentru a produce
continut fals sau plagiat la scarad larga, inundand
internetul cu informatii necredibile.

- Principalele tactici de utilizare malitioasa a Al
includ manipularea asemandrii umane si falsificarea
dovezilor.

- Aceste tehnici sunt folosite iTn mod deliberat
pentru a influenta opinia publica, a facilita fraude si
a genera profit ilicit.

- Bariera tehnica redusa de intrare in utilizarea aces-
tor sisteme Al amplifica problema, permitand unei game
largi de actori sa produca continut fals cu usurinta.

Memo-ul avertizeaza ca aceasta proliferare a con-
tinutului sintetic de calitate slaba risca sa creasca
scepticismul general fata de informatiile digitale si sa
supraincarce utilizatorii cu nevoia de verificari com-
plexe ale informatiilor Intalnite online.

AL TREILEA PUNCT
Probleme etice si de proprietate intelectualda

Implementarea pripitd a tehnologiilor Al ridic3, de
asemenea, probleme etice semnificative, in special in
ceea ce priveste drepturile de proprietate intelectuala.
Un exemplu notabil este cazul companiei Perplexity,
care propune un nou tip de motor de cautare bazat
pe Al

Problemele identificate includ:

- Agregarea si sintetizarea continutului fara a cita
sursele originale.

- Incilcarea paywall-urilor publicatiilor si utiliza-
rea neautorizatd a imaginilor.

- Retinerea veniturilor din publicitate fara a com-
pensa sursele originale ale continutului.

Aceste practici reprezinta o Incalcare flagrantd a
drepturilor de proprietate intelectuala si pun sub
semnul Intrebarii etica utilizarii Al in domeniul cau-
tarii si agregarii de informatii.

AL PATRULEA PUNCT
Impactul economic si bula speculativa

Contrar asteptarilor optimiste, implementarea Al
nu pare sa genereze beneficiile economice antici-
pate. O analiza detaliata realizata de Goldman Sachs
arata ca:
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obsolete demythologization ... phenomenological and
introspectively chromatic incongruity...”

Second point
Security and confidentiality risks

A Google internal memo, recently leaked to the
press, underlines serious concerns regarding the
impact of generative Al on the internet and society
in general. According to this document:

- Generative Al is used to produce false or plagia-
rized content on a large scale, flooding the internet
with unreliable information.

- The main tactics in the malicious use of Al
include manipulating human resemblance and falsi-
fying evidence.

- These techniques are deliberately being used to
influence public opinion, facilitate political rigging
and generate illicit profits.

- The low technical entry barrier required for
using these Al systems amplifies the issue by allow-
ing a large array of persons to produce fake content
with ease.

The memo warns that the proliferation of syn-
thetic low-quality content risks raising the level of
general skepticism with regards to digital informa-
tion and overloading users with the need for complex
fact-checking of online information.

THIRD POINT
Ethical and intellectual property issues

The hasty implementation of Al technologies also
raises significant ethical problems, especially regard-
ing intellectual property rights. A notable example
is the case of Perplexity, a company that offers a new
Al-based search engine.

Identified problems include:

- Compiling and summarizing content without
citing original sources.

- Bypassing paywalls of publications and unau-
thorized use of images.

- Keeping the revenue from publicity without
compensating the original sources of the content.

These practices are a clear breach of intellectual
property rights and raise doubts about the ethics of
using Al for searching and compiling information.

FOURTH POINT
Economic impact and the speculative bubble

Contrary to optimistic expectations, Al implemen-
tation doesn’t seem to generate the anticipated eco-
nomic benefits. A detailed analysis by Goldman Sachs
shows that:
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-In prezent, foarte putine companii reusesc sa
obtina profit din implementarea Al

- Multe companii care au implementat fortat func-
tii Al par sa performeze mai prost decat inainte.

- Doar 5-6% dintre ma-
rile companii din diverse
domenii au adoptat cu ade-
varat tehnologii Al

Motivele principale pen-
tru aceasta adoptare lenta
includ:

- Erorile si halucinatiile
sistemelor Al

- Problemele de confi-
dentialitate si securitate

- Lipsa de transparenta

Masonic

- Very few companies are currently obtaining
profit by implementing Al.

- Many companies that have forcibly implemented
Al seems to perform poorer than before.

- Only 5-6% of big com-
panies in various fields have
truly adopted Al technolo-
gies.

The main reasons for
the slow implementation
include:

- Errors and hallucina-
tions of Al systems.

- Issues of privacy and
security.

- Lack of transparency

a companiilor care dezvolta
modelele Al

Un raport al fondului de
investitii Sequoia Capital
subliniaza amploarea investitiilor necesare in in-
frastructura Al:

- Companiile implicate in Al ar trebui sa genereze
aproximativ 600 de miliarde de dolari anual doar
pentru a acoperi costurile infrastructurii.

- Chiar si In scenariile cele mai optimiste, marile
companii tech ar genera fiecare profituri de doar
10 miliarde de dolari pe an din Al, lasand o gaura
financiara enorma.

David Kahn, un analist reputat de la Sequoia, aver-
tizeaza ca:

- Asteptarile de profituri rapide din Al ar trebui
temperate.

- Investitiile curente in Al sunt in mare parte spe-
culative.

- Exista un risc semnificativ ca aceasta bula Al,
evaluata deja la sute de miliarde de dolari, sa se
spargd, putand declansa o crizd economica globala.

AL CINCILEA PUNCT
Concluzia

In timp ce potentialul Al rimane vast, implemen-
tarea sa actuala ridica numeroase probleme. De la
degradarea calitatii limbajului si proliferarea dezin-
formarii, pana la probleme etice si riscuri econo-
mice, ,prostia artificiala“ pare sa fie un efect
secundar semnificativ al cursei tehnologice actuale.
Este crucial ca dezvoltarea si implementarea Al sa
fie ghidate de principii etice solide si sa tina cont de
impactul lor pe termen lung asupra societatii si
economiei. Doar printr-o abordare echilibrata si
responsabila putem spera sa valorificam beneficiile
Al, minimizand in acelasi timp efectele sale negative
neintentionate.

Photo source: https://www.polytechnique-insights.com/
en/columns/science/are-artificial-intelligence-and-
human-intelligence-comparable/
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from companies developing
Al models.

A report by the Sequoia
Capital investment fund
underlines the amplitude of the necessary invest-
ments for Al infrastructure:

- Companies involved in Al should generate
approximately 600 billion dollars each year only to
cover the costs of infrastructure.

- Even in the most optimistic scenarios, big tech
companies would generate profits of only 10 billion
dollars out of Al, thus remaining with a huge financial
hole.

David Kahn, a renowned analyst at Sequoia, warns
that:

- Expectations of quick profit from Al should be
tempered.

- Current investments in Al are largely speculative.

- There is a significant risk of this Al bubble,
already valued at hundreds of billions of dollars, to
burst, with the possibility of generating a global
economic crisis.

FIFTH POINT
Conclusion

While Al potential remains vast, its current
implementation raises many issues. From the
debasement of language to spreading disinforma-
tion and to ethical issues and economic risks, “arti-
ficial stupidity” seems to be a significant side effect
of the current technological race. It is vital that the
development and implementation of Al be guided
by solid ethical principles and take into considera-
tion their long-term impact on society and the
economy. Only through a balanced and responsible
approach can we hope to capitalize on the benefits
of Al, while minimizing its unintentional negative
effects. m
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MICHAEL CASTILLANES CONCHE | Worshipful Master, CONCORD Lodge No. 134
Grand East of the Netherlands

Deschiderea noului
an masonic al Lojilor
din Rotterdam

Loja Concord Nr. 134 a organizat deschiderea
noului an masonic al Lojilor din Rotterdam. A insem-
nat un an de pregatiri, care a Inceput cu organizarea
unui subcomitet pentru diverse sar-
cini precum rezervarea locatiei, pla-
nificarea, invitatiile si programul
evenimentului, precum si organiza-
rea echipei si a ritualului. In faza de
pregdtire, am avut Intalniri cu comi-
tetul si cu Venerabilii Maestri in func-
tie ai Lojilor din Rotterdam. A fost
pentru prima oara cand Ritualul
englez Emulation a fost folosit 1n
deschiderea traditionald a Anului
Masonic, alaturi de un strop de tra-
ditie masonica olandeza. Am avut
norocul ca Loja noastra sa organizeze
evenimentul si am avut ocazia sa stau
la Orient alaturi de Venerabilii Maestri
in functie ai Lojilor din Rotterdam,

Opening of the
Rotterdam Masonic Lodges
work year 2024-2025

Lodge Concord No. 134 organized the yearly
Opening of the Rotterdam Masonic Lodges for the
year 2024 - 2025. It was a year of preparation that
started with organizing a sub-com-
mittee for various tasks, such as
booking the venue and planning, invi-
tations and programme, and the
organizing of the team and ritual.
During the preparation phase we had
meetings with the committee and the
reigning Worshipful Masters of the
Rotterdam Lodges. It was the first
time the English Emulation ritual was
used in this yearly traditional Open-
ing of the Rotterdam Masonic Lodges
Work Year, with a touch of the Dutch
Masonic tradition. I was fortunate
that our Lodge organized it, and I had
an opportunity to sit in the East with
the reigning Worshipful Masters of

care au facut parte din echipa de
ofiteri ai tinutei.

Deschiderea rituald a Anului masonic a avut loc la
Biserica Arminius din Rotterdam, pe 7 septembrie
2024. Biserica a fost construita intre 1895 si 1897 de
congregatiile remonstrante din centrul Rotterdamului
si a fost desemnata ca monument national.

Ceremonia a fnceput In jurul orei 19:00, fiind
prezenti aproape noudzeci de Frati. Maestrul Vene-
rabil al lojii gazda a intrat In procesiune, insotit de
Supraveghetori si Diaconi. Oda de deschidere a fost
cantata in acompaniament de vioar3, interpretat de
Fratele Eduardo Diez Garcia. In calitate de Maestru
Venerabil al tinutei comune, am deschis Loja si i-am
salutat pe Frati. Marele Inchizitor, Foarte Respecta-
bilul Frate Cees van Os din partea Marelui Orient al
Olandei, reprezentandu-l pe Marele nostru Maestru,
Prea Respectabilul Frate Leonard Jonkers, a onorat
tinuta cu prezenta sa. In timpul ceremoniei, Secreta-
rul a facut prezenta lojilor din Rotterdam, iar Maestrii
in functie au fost invitati sa prezinte pe rand Paten-
tetele lojilor lor.

Venerabilii Frati Anne Brouwer si Robert Hall au
facut prezentarea Gradului I, inclusiv Sectiunile IV-VII
din Primele Prelegeri ale Ritualului Emulation, cu
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the Rotterdam Lodges that were
parte of the team of officers for the ceremony.

The Opening of the Masonic Work Year took place
in Arminius Church in Rotterdam last September 7,
2024. The Church was built in 1895-1897 by Remon-
strant congregations in the centre of Rotterdam and
has been designated as a national landmark.

The ceremony started at around 7 PM., with almost
ninety Brethren in attendance. The Presiding Master
entered the procession accompanied by the Wardens
and Deacons. The opening ode was sung with the
violin accompaniment played by Brother Eduardo Diez
Garcia. I as the Presiding Master opened the Lodge in
due form and welcomed the Brethren. The Grand
Inquisitor, Very Worshipful Brother Cees van Os of the
Grand East of the Netherlands, representing our Grand
Master, Most Worshipful Brother Leonard Jonkers,
graced the ceremony with his presence. During the
ceremony, the Secretary called on Rotterdam Lodges,
and the respective reigning Masters were invited to
testify their regular Warrants in order.

Worshipful Brethren Anne Brouwer and Robert
Hall explained the presentation of the 15t Degree
Tracing Board in narrative form, including the Sec-
tions IV-VII of the First Emulation Lectures, with
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deplina intelegere si acuratete. Fratilor li s-a oferit, de
asemenea, o coald A5 pe care era imprimatd Plansa
Gradului I, iar pe verso erau textele Odelor de deschi-
dere si Inchidere.

S-a format lantul fratesc, in cadrul caruia, in cali-
tate de Maestru care a condus ceremonialul, i-am
incurajat pe Frati sa lucreze impreund, sa ramana
unite Lojile din Rotterdam si sa efectueze vizite reci-
proce pentru intdrirea legaturilor. Dupa aceea s-a
cantat ,Lasst uns mit geschlung’'nen Handen”.

La prima ridicare, Foarte Venerabilul Frate Cees van
Os a fost salutat de sapte ori si i-a felicitat pe Maestrul
Venerabil si pe Frati pentru efortul depus, urandu-le
un An Masonic bun. Tinuta s-a incheiat la ora 21:00.
S-a cantat oda de inchidere. Procesiunea de Incheiere
a fost acompaniata de ,Gavota” din Partita pentru
vioard Nr. 3 a lui Bach.

In anticamer4, in calitate de Maestru Venerabil al
Lojii gazda, le-am multumit tuturor celor care au
depus efort si au participat la reusita tinutei. Eveni-
mentul a fost urmat de gustari si bauturi.

Ceremonia a reprezentat o traditie solemna si plina
de semnificatie pentru Lojile din Rotterdam. Insufla
de fiecare data un sentiment de unitate si legatura
intre Frati.
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OPENING ODE

Hail

All created things were made;
Heav'n and earth, Thy vast
design,

Hear us, Architect Divinel

May our work, begun in Thee,
Ever blessed with order be,
And may we, when labours
cease,

Part in harmony and peace.

By Thy glorious majesty -

By the trust we place in Thee -
By the badge and mystic sign -
Hear us, Architect Divine!
SMIB

understanding and fidelity. The Brethren were also
presented each an A5 postcard type of the Tracing
Board which had the text of Opening and Closing Ode
printed on the other side.

The Brother Chain was formed, in which as the
Presiding Master of the ceremony I encouraged the
Brethren to work together, stand united as Rotterdam
Lodges and visit each other’s Lodges to form a bond
of unity. Thereafter the song “Lasst uns mit
geschlung’'nen Handen” was sung.

At the first rising Very Worshipful Brother Cees
van Os was saluted with Seven, and congratulated the
Worshipful Master, the Brethren on the labour and
wished a good Masonic Work Year. The Lodge closed
at 9 PM. The closing Ode was sung. The outgoing
procession was accompanied by the “Gavotte” of
Bach’s Partita for Violin No.3.

In the anteroom, I as the Presiding Master thanked
all who had worked and participated to make the
meeting a success. The event was followed by refresh-
ments, with snacks in the bar.

The ceremony was a solemn and meaningful tra-
dition for the Rotterdam Lodges. It never fails to
bring a feeling of unity and bonding among the
Brethren. m

Rotterdam Lodges
Opening Work Year 2024-5
in the Arminiuskerk, Rotterdam
Lodge Concord No. 134

CLOSING HYMN

Now the evening shadows clasing,
Warn from toil to peaceful rest,
Mystic arts and rites reposing,
Sacred in each faithful breast.

Eternal! by Whose aid

God of Lightl Whose love
unceasing,

Doth to all Thy works extend,
Crown our Order with Thy
blessing;

Build, sustain us to the end.

Humbly now we bow before Thee,
Grateful for Thy aid divine;
Everlasting power and glory,
Mighty Architect! be Thine.

SMIB

IN THE BROTHER CHAIN
Laft uns mit geschlung'nen Handen
Brider, diese Arbeit enden
unter frohem Jubelschall.
Es umschlinge diese Kette,
so wie diese heil'ge Statte,

auch den ganzen Erdenball (2x).
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PHILIP J. HARRIS ESQ JP | Lodge ST.JOHN No. 280, Grand Lodge of Scotland
Lodge of LIVING STONES No. 4957, UGLE
Internet Lodge No. 9659, UGLE

Soarele si Masoneria

In calitate de initiati, trebuie si intelegem toate
simbolurile, alegoriile si conexiunile mai profunde cu
secretele Maestrului Mason. Prezentarea de fata isi
propune sa explice Simbolul Soare-
lui Tn cadrul ceremoniilor noastre.

Ca sa Intelegem natura acestei
prelegeri trebuie sa intelegem ter-
menii. Este o prelegere ezoterica,
menita pentru initiati. Numai cei
initiati In Craft sunt capabili sa inte-
leaga. Daca ati fost initiati si nu
intelegeti, va rog sa reluati si sa va
invatati gradul si cheile catre inte-
legere.

Cateva ,chei” ne-au fost oferite
odata cu fiecare pas al calatoriei
masonice, dar cea mai mare placere
este sd ajungem sa vedem cu ochii
nostri ,intelesul Francmasoneriei”.
Numai avand mintea deschisa si

—

The Sun and Freemasonry

We as initiates, are entitled to understand all the
symbols, allegory and the more hidden links to
the secrets of the MM. This presentation is to explain
the Symbol of the Sun in our cere-
monies.

To understand the nature of
this lecture we need to understand
the terms. It is an Esoteric lecture
and means for the initiated. Only
those initiated into the Craft are
capable to understand. If you have
been initiated and do not under-
stand please start again and learn
your degree and the keys to under-
standing.

We have been introduced to
some of the ‘keys’ at each step of
our masonic journey, but our great-
est pleasure is coming to see for
ourselves the “meaning of Freema-

folosindu-ne pregatirea, experienta
si capacitatea de patrundere putem descoperi nume-
roasele adevaruri minunate ale Ordinului nostru.

In cele ce urmeazi vom vedea indicatiile pentru tre-
cerea Soarelui in fiecare grad, folosind ilustratii simple.
Sistemul solar este folosit in sens alegoric pentru a ne
lumina pe toti Intru lucrarile superioare ale Craftului.

k k¥

Obiectivele noastre sunt urmatoarele:
e Ciclul Soarelui, gradele si amplasarea lor
e Sad descoperim ca fiecare dintre noi are un Centru

k %k x

Primul pas este ,in inima mea Venerabile Maes-
tru”. Ajungem in acest loc pe care inima noastra il
doreste din multe motive, dar mai ales vrem sa stim,
vrem cunoastere, vrem sa intelegem si sa fim impli-
cati. Inimile noastre, daca sunt cu adevarat chemate,
ne vor ocroti aici de toate imprejurarile potrivnice si
ne vor tine aprins interesul pe masura ce el Incepe
sa ne ofere raspunsuri, sa ne ofere cunoastere si sa
ne indeplineasca nevoia. Incepem din inim4 si, in cele
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sonry”. Only with an open mind,
using our education, experience and insight can we
unlock the many wonderful truths of our Order.

In the following we will see the pointers of the
passage of the Sun in each degree. By using simple
illustrations. The Solar system is used in an allegorical
sense to enlighten us all to the greater working of the
Craft.

% 3k 3k

Our objectives today are here:

¢ The cycle of the Sun, the degrees and their loca-
tions

¢ Finding you have a Centre

k 3k ok

The first step is “in my heart WM”. We come to this
place of our hearts desire for many reasons but chiefly
we want to know, we want knowledge, we want to
understand and be involved. Our hearts, if truly called,
will keep us here against all adversity and maintain
our interest as it starts to provide answers to us,
imparts knowledge and fulfils our need. We start from



din urm3, aflam cum cunoasterea pe
care o cautam se afla de la bun ince-
put In inima noastra.

De la Intrarea de la Apus calatorim
prin grade acumuland informatii,
unelte cu care sa lucram, sfaturi despre
cum sa ne comportam cu fratii nostri
si lumea laica si promitem sa pastram
ce am invatat (secretele masonice)
doar pentru noi. Ceea ce invatdm este
numai pentru initiati, nu pentru pro-
fani sau cei dispretuitori, ci pentru cei
pregatiti sa invete si sporeasca in
cunoastere si intelegere.

Aici as vrea sa amintesc niste
aspecte pe care e posibil ca voi sa le
fi trecut cu vederea: Soarele in timpul
ceremoniilor noastre, studiile obliga-

our heart and eventually find
the knowledge we seek is
within our hearts all the time.

From the Entrance in the
West, we travel through the
degrees picking up informa-
tion, tools to work with,
advice on how to behave with
our brethren and the popular
world and promise to keep
what we learn (our masonic
secrets) to ourselves. What we
learn is for the initiates only
not the profane or the scoffers
but those who are prepared to
learn, and grow in knowledge
and understanding.

Here I want to bring out

torii asupra carora trebuie sa ne aple-
cam si calea care se deschide Tnaintea noastra.

Desi sunt multe de invatat, avem niste linii Indru-
matoare. Va voi preciza cateva lucruri despre Soare
in Francmasonerie, ce ne arata el si care este relatia
lui cu Templul nostru, Templul pe care 1l numim Loja
si care este o metafora pentru voi Insiva. Prin urmare,
priviti cele ce urmeaza ca pe o explicatie despre voi
si despre Soare, despre ce ne invata el si despre valoa-
rea prezentei lui.

Inca de la rasaritul Soarelui va scufundati in lumina
zilei - Marea Luming, mica lumina sau marele lumina-
tor al naturii. Calatoria noastra incepe la Rasarit si se
incheie In eternitate, trecand prin Asfintit.

Asa cum cand v-ati nascut ati inceput sa muriti, la
fel si prin initierea in Masonerie incepeti sa va prega-
titi pentru sfarsit. ,Ne Tnvata cum sa murim.”

Unii dintre voi trebuie ca au credintd si inteleg ca
existd sperantd. Masoneria nu e diferita, In sensul
ca va ofera lumina scanteietoare la Rasarit atunci cand
intunericul pare sa izbandeasca. Steaua luminoasa
a diminetii ofera lumina si o promisiune.

Pregdtirea noastra in-
seamna sa lucram la piatra
cubicd neslefuita a vietii
noastre, sa ne aducem con-
tributia la viata, sa ne per-
fectionam si sa ne asiguram
ca noi - cladirea noastra -
»vom trai respectati si muri
regretati”. Asemenea ori-
carui edificiu, va ramane
marturie a unei munci bine
facute si a unei vieti bine
traite. Ne vom Intoarce mai
tarziu asupra acestei pietre
cubice.

some points you may have
overlooked: The Sun during our ceremonies, the nec-
essary studies we should engage in, and the path to
the further steps we have open to us.

Whilst there is much to learn, we have some point-
ers. [ am going to outline to you the Sun in Freema-
sonry, what it shows us and its relationship to our
Temple. That Temple we call a Lodge and is a meta-
phor for yourself. Therefore, consider this as an
explanation of you and the Sun, what it teaches us
and the value of its presence.

From the rising of the Sun, you are born into light
of day. That Great Light, that lesser light or great
luminary of nature. Our journey begins at the Sunrise
and ends in the eternal, having passed through the
Sunsetting.

As when you were born you began to die, so it is
with your initiation into masonry you begin to prepare
for your eventual end. “It teaches us how to die”.

Some of you will have faith and understand that
hope is there. Masonry is no different in that it gives
you that gllmmerlng light in the East when darkness

%) seems to prevail. That
bright and morning star
gives light and a promise.

Our preparation is to
work on our rough ashlar
of our life, make our contri-
bution to life, improve self
and that our building will
. “live respected and die
2 : | regretted”. Like any edifice
' built it will remain as a
P\ ¥ | testimony for a long time of
Semia¥" M\ \| work well done and a life
o =| well lived. We will return to
this ashlar later.
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* % %

Ati fost pusi in coltul de nord-est. Multi cred ca
ar fi o lectie despre Caritate, despre ajutoare banesti,
o noud podoaba, un certificat, dar este mai mult de
atat. Este prima lectie des-
pre empatie, nu ,sa simtiti
pentru” ci ,sa simtiti cu”
fratii vostri si cu lumea
larga. S-ar potrivi cuvantul
,agape” - sa iubim ce nu
poate fi iubit, sa iubim liber
si fara masura. Evident, aici
e mai mult decat credinta
comuna despre ritualul col-
tului de nord-est - este
vorba despre un concept

* % %

You were placed in the NE corner. Many believe
this to be a lesson in Charity, cash handouts, a new
jewel, a certificate but it is more than that. It is the
first lesson in empa-
thy, not to feel for
but feel with your
brethren and the
greater world. It
should be the word
Agape, to love the
unlovable, to love
freely and without
measure. Obviously,
this is more than the
common belief of

The NE

real, care propune empatie
fata de toti.

Lucrati asupra empatiei si asupra ideii de a Impar-
tasi, nu de a da pur si simplu. Volumul Legii Sacre
(Biblia) spune limpede in acest sens: ,Milostenia ta
sa fie Intr-ascuns” (Matei 6:4). O astfel de empatie nu
trebuie niciodata sa fie prilej de intarire a orgoliului,
ci prilej de smerenie si tacere.

In timp ce vi pregiteati pentru jurimantul sfant
a trebuit sa faceti trei pasi neregulati de 22, 30 si
38 de centimetri. Asta v-a aratat ca voi insiva sunteti
neregulati. Acum ganditi-va la nord-est, locul din care
Soarele rasare in cea mai lunga zi. Acum voi aruncati
o umbra diagonal, de-a curmezisul templului, catre
sud-vest.

Bisericile crestine erau candva orientate spre Est,
aliniate cu rasaritul Soarelui in ziua sfantului al carui
hram 1l purtau. Astfel, biserica era aliniata cu ziua
intre nord-est si sud-vest conform cu praznicul sfan-
tului.

Vi se da voie sa pasiti in lumina superioara a
Solstitiului sau a Miezului de Vara - si, simbolic vor-
bind, in Lumina Masonica. Calatoria voastra incepe.
Acum sunteti deschisi cdtre lumina masonica totala.
Cea mai lunga zi a anului.

k ok Xk

In gradul al doilea ati fost asezati in coltul de
sud-est al Lojii ca sa primiti Insircinarea. Aici sun-
teti constienti de cei cinci pasi ca de o scara in spi-
rala care urcd in Camera de Mijloc a Templului lui
Solomon.

De pe o scard in spirala nu puteti privi inainte, ci
spre exterior. Aveti o cale dreapta greu de gasit,
dreapta in sens nautic, nu in sensul de , drept inainte”.
Este o cale greu de parcurs.
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the NE corner ritual. It is real concept and proposes
empathy for all.

Work on empathy and sharing not giving. The VSL
(Bible) speaks clearly on this point. “Let your giving
be in secret” Matt 6: 1-14 Such empathy must never
be an ego boost it must be one of humility, meekness
and silence.

During your preparation for your solemn oath,
you were to take three irregular steps of 9, 12, and
15 inches. Here you are pointed to being yourself
irregular. Consider now the NE. The place where
the Sun rises on the longest day. You are now cast-
ing a shadow diagonally across the Temple to the
Sw.

Christian Churches once had an alignment with
the Sun rise on the day of the patron saint of the
church towards the East. This aligned the church
building with the day between the NE and SW
according to the festival of the saint.

You are admitted into the greater light of the
Solstice or Midsummer, and symbolically Masonic
Light. Your journey begins. You are open now to full
masonic light. The longest day of the year.

) 3k ok

In the second degree you were placed in the SE
of the Lodge for its Charge. Here you are aware of
the five steps, as of a spiral staircase leading
upwards to the Middle Chamber of the Temple of
Solomon.

A Spiral Staircase that does not look forward but
outward. You have a strait path that is hard to find
as in the nautical term not a straight path which
means onward directly. It is one that is not easy to
navigate.
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In calitate de Calfe
sunteti demni de ras-
plata (spor de salariu)
si sunteti barbati iscusiti
si harnici.

Aici rasare Soarele in
cea mai scurta zi. Umbra
voastra se intinde spre
nord-vest, intretdaind
umbra despre care am
vorbit mai devreme.

As a Fellowcraft you
are worthy of your wag-
es and are a skilled man
and worker.

Here the Sun rises on
the shortest day. Your
shadow casts across to
the NW crossing the
shadow previously de-
scribed.

* % %

Ati trasat patru unghiuri drepte, sau patru parti
ale unui Cerc - ,,un unghi de nouazeci de grade sau
a patra parte dintr-un cerc”. O diviziune a voastra,
a Templului. Acum veti vedea ca sunteti voi, impartiti
in patru.

Sunteti ridicati la Est si umbra voastra trece de la
Est la Vest, ca la Echinoctiu. Sunteti impartiti In doua
parti egale, ca printr-o bisectoare. Aici puteti inte-
lege mai multe si va puteti privi ca aflandu-va intre
patratul alb si cel negru al existentei noastre muri-
toare.

Acum sunteti invatati sa va studiati pe voi insiva.
Merita sa aveti pregdtire in ,artele liberale si in
stiinte”, precum si in ,tainele mai profunde ale natu-
rii si stiintei”. Dar studiul sinelui este mult mai soli-
citant. Aveti uneltele, sfaturile si sprijinul unui
Maestru, dar trebuie sa va intoarceti privirea spre
inima care v-a adus in Locul acesta.

Cei sapte pasi pe care i-ati facut ca sa ajungeti aici
sunt alaturati celor cinci si trei din gradele prece-
dente. Adunati-i si ganditi-va ce numar obtineti: este
acelasi cu Calfelor razvratite, din care douasprezece
s-au dezis pani la urma de raticirea lor. Insa trei au
fost judecate. Orgoliul lor le-a condus la distrugere.
[ata alta lectie de retinut.

Umbra imparte templul in doud, insa tot stra-
bate centrul marcat anterior de umbrele gradelor
precedente. Cdtre ce aratd, daca nu spre Centru? Veti
fi auzit vorbindu-se despre acest Centru in Gradul Al
Doilea. Urmeaza sa lamurim ce este el si de ce este
important pentru un Francmason. Centrul este locul
unde ar trebui pozitionate Altarele noastre.

k 3k x

Va aflati in Centru cand sunteti ridicati la gradul
de Maestru, iar lectia de invatat este aceea ca nu veti
fi niciodata perfecti, nu sunteti fara de vina si nici nu
sunteti altceva decat oameni; sunteti lipsiti de mij-
loace. Avand asta in minte puteti dezvolta Pace, lubire,
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You have now made four square angles, or four
parts of a Circle. “An angle of 90 degrees or the
fourth part of a circle”. A division of you, or your
Temple. You will now see that this is you in four
parts.

You are raised in the East and your shadow passes
East to West as on the Equinox. Equality and bisection
of yourself. Here you might understand more and
consider yourself between the black and the white
squares of our mortal existence.

Now you are taught to study yourself. It is worthy
of you to be versed in the “liberal arts and sciences”,
and the “more hidden mysteries of nature and
science”. But the study of self is much more onerous.
You have the tools and advice and the support of a
Master, but it is here you must look within to that
heart that bought you to this Place.

The 7 steps you have taken in getting here are
coupled with the 5 and 3 of the former degrees. Add
them together and consider the number you have.
The number corresponds with the rebellious Fellow-
crafts of which twelve recanted. But three met with
judgement. Their Ego’s bought them to destruction.
Here is another lesson to learn.

The shadow divides the temple in two. But still
crosses the centre previously marked by shadows of
the previous degrees. What is it pointing to but the
Centre? You will have heard of this Centre first men-
tioned in the 2" degree. What is it and why is it
important to a Freemason is about to be made clear.
The Centre is the place where our Altars should be
placed.

k ok 3k

You are at the Centre when raised and the lesson
to be learnt is that you are never going to be perfect,
you are not blameless, nor are you more than any
man, you are destitute. With this in mind you will be
able to develop Peace, Love, Piety, Joy, Kindness,
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Pietate, Bucurie, Buna-
tate, Blandete, Auto-
control, aducand astfel
cinstire asupra voastra
si binecuvantari asupra
aproapelui vostru. Dar
credinta nu e credinta
daca nu e pusa la Incer-
care.

Cei care cunoasteti
gradul Excelentului Ma-

r

Gentleness, Self-control,
and so bring credit to
yourself and blessings
to your fellow man. But
faith is not faith without
trial.

Those of you who are
familiar with the Excel-
lent master’s degree, or
the Passing of the Veils
will understand the

['he Raising

e E

estru sau Trecerea Valu-
rilor veti Intelege provocarea pe care trebuie sa o
treceti ca sa evaluati cat de bine v-ati studiat sinele.
Sunteti mai presus de rau? V-ati lepadat de razvratire?
[-ati iertat pe toti ceilalti ca sa va cautati propria ier-
tare? V-a impins ,Principiul Vital si Nemuritor” din
voi sa faceti pasul acela catre adevar sau inca va inse-
lati singuri? Cea mai mare provocare cu care va puteti
confrunta este sa iertati liber si absolut. Daca vreti sa
continuati calatoria Soarelui si dincolo de el pre-
dati-va si fiti in Pace, oferiti Iubire fratilor vostri,
aduceti binecuvantari asupra celorlalti. , Traiti respec-
tati si muriti regretati.”

k k%

Majoritatea Lojilor au un G in interiorul unei Stele
sau un Ouroboros (Sarpele care isi mananca propria
coada) in Centru, deasupra Altarului cu Volumul Legii
Sfinte, si Echerul si Compasul. Acestea simbolizeaza
vesnicia, geometria, Creatorul si locul armoniei per-
fecte intre voi si toate lucrurile.

Dupa ce am gasit primele vestigii ale Centrului
nostru, acum putem sa ne amintim cuvintele rostite
ritualic in fata noastra: ,Centrul din care nici un
Maestru Mason nu poate gresi material.” ,Principiul
Vital si Nemuritor” din fiecare dintre noi.

k 3k ok

Ati dat ocol Templului vostru interior, un drum
care se indreapta in spirala catre Centru, prin toate
cadranele, si ati gasit ,,punctul din Cerc” din care nici
un Maestru Mason nu poate gresi material.

Este bine sa va amintiti lectia sabiei atintite asupra
pieptului vostru. ,Mergeti incet, nu dati buzna, pentru
ca ar putea fi fatal, puteti rata niste invataturi esen-
tiale si pierde calea pe care va aflati acum.”

k k%

Un cadran al Cercului cu varful in Centru, Centrul
vostru. In acest Templu al vostru aveti patru cadrane
in care sa umblati.
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challenge you have to
face to measure your study of self. Are you beyond
evil? Are you free of rebellion? Have you forgiven all
others in seeking your own forgiveness? Has the
“Vital and Immortal Principle” within you taken you
that step into truth or are you still deceiving your-
self? The hardest trial you can face is forgiving freely
and absolutely. If you want to continue the journey
of the Sun and beyond surrender and be at Peace,
Love your brethren, bring blessings down on others.
“Live respected and die regretted”.

) 3k ok

Most Lodges have a G within a Star or Ouroboros
(Snake swallowing its own tail) at the Centre over
the Alter of the VSL, and Square and Compasses. It
symbolises eternity, geometry, the Creator, and your
perfect place of harmony with all things.

Having found the first vestiges of our Centre we
can now recall the words formally presented to us.
“The Centre from which no master mason can mate-
rially err”. “That vital and immortal principle” within
each of us.

) 3k ok

You have circumambulated the Temple within
you, a progressive walk spiraling into the Centre,
through all quadrants and finding the “point within
the Circle”, That from which no Master Mason can
materially err.

It is well to recall the lesson of the sword to your
naked left breast. “Go slowly, do not rush into this as
it can be fatal, you can miss some key teaching and
lose the pathway you are now placed on.

* % %

A quadrant of the Circle with its apex at the Centre,
your Centre. In this your Temple you have four quad-
rants to walk in.

The West, the body, rational, reasoning, material
and closed to learning more than is needed or of
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Vestul - corpul, rational, ganditor, material si
inchis fata de Invatare mai mult decat ar fi nevoie sau
ar fi considerat valoros. Persoana ,,mecanica” traitoare
in ordine si in lumea fizica.

Estul - marele spatiu al spiritualitatii si al con-
stiintei cosmice. Eternitatea si adevarul intreg. Sa
traim viata conform disciplinei Spiritului, sa fim cu
mintea atat de orientata spre ceruri incat sa neglijam
sinele si lumea.

Sudul - sufletul
omului, cautdnd sa
cunoasca, sa invete, sa
sporeasca in tainele mai
profunde ale naturii, sti-
intei si artelor liberale.

Diferenta dintre om si
toata creatia este data
de cultura, arta, litera-
tura, stiinta si filozofie.

Nordul - locul noptii

si intunericului, al igno-

perceived value. The mechanical person who lives in
order and the physical world.

The East, the great space of spirituality and cos-
mic consciousness. The Eternity and the whole
truth. To live with one’s life in the discipline of the
Spirit. So heavenly minded to the neglect of the self
and the world.

The South, the soul of man, seeking knowledge,
learning, growing in the more hidden mysteries of
nature and science, the
liberal arts. The differen-
tial between man and
the whole of creation, a
culture, art, literature,
science, and philosophy.

The North, that place
of night and darkness,
ignorance and selfish-
ness, our base origin
and the ego we should
leave outside of our per-

The Balance

rantei si egoismului, ori-
ginea noastra josnica si orgoliul pe care ar trebui sa
le lasam in afara templului nostru personal, invinse
si depdsite. Sa traim Intr-o lume inchisa si Ingusta.

Observati cd am urmat o cale In sens orar, ca si cum
ar urma Soarele atunci cand facem ocolul in timpul
ceremoniilor noastre. Calea este spirala care ne con-
duce la Centru, o cale Ingustd care inseamnad ca nu e
usor de gasit, nu e o cale dreapta In sens geometric,
ci unduitoare si care ne poartd mai aproape de Centru.

Atunci cand suntem initiati, varful unei sabii sau
al unei mistrii reprezinta avertismentul sa o ludm
incet, sa invatam constant si sa progresam pas cu pas.
Poate constatati ca ati stagnat in procesul de invatare.
E posibil sa vedeti ca altii s-au abtinut de la al doilea
pas. Dar un Maestru Mason trebuie sa avanseze zilnic
in cunoasterea lui masonica. Insistati si gasiti echili-
brul in voi Insiva.

Am vorbit despre Corp, Suflet si Spirit asa cum
le defineste Volumul Legii Sfinte (Biblia). Dar trebuie
sa intelegem ca cele patru cadrane alcatuiesc omul
intreg. Sunt folosite in Francmasonerie ca sa ne
intelegem - prin alego-
rie - Centrul. ,Punctul
din interiorul unui Cerc
din care un Maestru
Mason nu poate gresi.”
(Observati ca nu se vor-
beste decat despre Maes-
trul Mason. Cu totii
suntem Maestri Masoni.)

Centrul echilibrului,
ordinii, atentiei si al vi-
ziunii intregi, la nivel

sonal temple defeated
and overcome. To live in a closed narrow world.

Note we have a clockwise path as if following the
Sun in our circumambulations during our ceremonies.
This path is the spiral leading us to the Centre. A strait
path that means not easy to find, not a straight path
as in a line but winding and steadily getting closer to
the Centre.

As when entered on the point of a sword or
trowel the warning is to take it slowly, learn steadily
and progress one step at a time. It is a progressive
science, do not linger too long on a step but keep
moving upwards. You may realise that you have
stalled in your progress of learning. You may see
others have held back from the second step. But a
Master Mason must make a daily advancement in
masonic knowledge. Press on and find that balance
within yourself.

[ have spoken about Body, Soul and Spirit as defined
in the VSL (bible). But let us understand that the four
quadrants are the whole man. These are used in Free-
masonry to help us understand by allegory our Centre.
“That point within a Circle
from which a Master
Mason cannot err”. (Note
here it does not mention
anyone other than the
Master Mason. We are all
Master Masons).

The Centre of balance,
order, awareness and full
view of the macro and
micro, as above so below.
Within and Without.

Balance
Equilibrium
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macro si micro, precum in ceruri asa si pe pamant.
Precum in Interior, la fel si in Exterior.

In punctul acesta suntem armoniosi, in echilibru
cu cele patru cadrane si impacati cu noi Insine. Acum
ar trebui sa stim cine suntem. Nu vreun stab, vreun
ultraconservator sau vreun mare nu stiu ce, ci Maestri
Masoni porniti pe calea cunoasterii, a intelegerii lumii,
cautand ceea ce s-a pierdut, aducandu-i laolalta pe cei
pregatiti in inima lor, toleranti fata de altii si dand
mereu dovada de empatie fata de ceilalti.

,5a traim respectati si sa murim regretati.”

k k%

Acum priviti iar Rasaritul Soarelui de la Echinoctiu.
In calitate de frati ce urmeaza si fim ridicati la sublimul
grad de Maestru Mason ne aflam acum n Est. Soarele
care rasare ne arunca umbra catre destinul nostru.

Templul este Impartit in
mod egal intre Nord si Sud,
intre Miazanoapte si Miazazi.
Acest lucru aminteste de pa-
vimentul lojii pe care stati.
Calea noastra inseamna pasi
deopotriva in Intuneric si in
lumina. O existenta In alb-ne-
gru, conditia umana: sa facem
fata provocarilor, dezamagiri-
lor, sa acceptam inevitabilul,

W

At this point we are harmonious, in balance with
the four quadrants and at peace with ourselves. We
should now know who we are. Not any Pooh-bah,
Colonel Blimp, or Major whatnot. But a Master Mason
on the path to knowledge, understanding the world,
seeking that which was lost, bringing in those pre-
pared in their hearts, and tolerant of others, and
showing empathy to others.

“To live respected and die regretted”.

k 3k ok

Now to look again at the Sun rise of the Equinox.
As a brother to be raised to the sublime degree of a
Master Mason we are now in the East. The Sun rising
casts the shadow to our eventual destiny.

The Temple is divided equally between the North
and the South. Darkness and full Noon time light. This
is reminiscent of the
squared pavement you
stand on. Our path is
equally one step in
the dark and one in
the light. A Chequered
existence of life, the hu-
man condition evident,
we manage through
the trials, disappoint-
ments, accept the inev-

The Duel
existance

sda schimbam ce putem, sa
facem bine tuturor si sa ducem o viata exemplara, sa
fim puternici si sa terminam cursa.

Dacd nu credem intr-o Fiinta Superioara sau un
Principiu Ordonator al Creatiei, Francmasoneria nu are
ce sa ne ofere. Aici vedem ca viata omului este inte-
leasa. Nimeni nu este perfect, facem greseli, suntem
capabili de fapte rele, dar invatam sa obtinem iertarea
iertandu-i pe ceilalti. Cu totii ne aflam pe aceasta podea
alb-negru si cu totii suntem egali inaintea Centrului.

k ok Xk

In primul grad, daca ati auzit explicatia plansei, cu
siguranta ati auzit ca Templul (voi) este universal si
suficient de mare incat sa faceti parte din el de la
inceput pana la sfarsit.

Centrul vostru gazduieste ,principiul vital si nemu-
ritor” mentionat in gradul al treilea. Unii dintre voi
probabil cunoasteti patratul, cercul si triunghiul. In inte-
riorul lui se afld Centrul vostru, iar asta inseamna ca:

Piatra voastra era cubica si regulara. Cercul este
universal si etern. Triunghiul reprezinta, de obicei,
Divinitatea / Creatorul / Principiul Ordonator al Uni-
versului, fiinta Profetica, Patriarhala si Regala pe care
o numim Marele Arhitect al Universului - nu ca acestea
ar avea un Centru comun.
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itable, change what we
can, do right by all and live an exemplary life, be strong
and run the race.

If we do not believe in a Superior Being or an
Ordering Principle of Creation, Freemasonry has noth-
ing to offer us. Here we see that the life of man is
understood. No one is perfect, we are transgressors,
capable of evil deeds but we learn to obtain forgive-
ness in forgiving others. We are all on this chequered
floor and all equal before the Centre.

* % %

In the first degree, if you heard the explanation of
the tracing board, you will have heard that the Temple
(you) are universal and so large to be part of it all
from the beginning to the end.

Your Centre holds that “vital and immortal princi-
ple” mentioned in the 3" degree. The square, circle,
and triangle will be known to some of you. Within it
is your Centre and what it means is this: -

Your Ashlar was square and regular. The Circle is
universal and eternal. The Triangle is commonly rep-
resentative of the Deity/Creator/Ordering Principle of
the Universe. That Prophetic, Patriarchal and Regal
being we call the GAOTU. Not that these things share
a Centre.
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Outstanding paper delivered on the annual visit
of PGL to Lodge Hope of Kurrachee (November 2024)
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Mirela Elena Ene
de vorba cu / talking to

TXEMA OLEAGA
Grand Master, Grand Lodge of Spain

Ar trebui sa invatam
umilinta si sa devina
principiu de viata

Bund ziua. Invitatul nostru de astdzi este Marele
Maestru al Marii Loji a Spaniei. Prea Respectabile Mare
Maestru Txema Oleaga, iti multumesc pentru cd ai
acceptat acest interviu, deoarece in acest fel putem face
cunoscutd istoria si evolutia francmasoneriei spaniole.

Iti multumesc foarte mult pentru
aceasta oportunitate. Sunt foarte
incantat si este o onoare pentru
mine sa pot Impartdsi cu voi si cu tot
publicul vostru.

In primul rdnd, sd vorbim despre
originea si evolutia Marii Loji a
Spaniei si despre viata masonicd in
Spania. Cati masoni si cdte loji existd?
Ce ritualuri se practicd, existd loji in
alte limbi?

Ei bine, aici trebuie facute doua
consideratii preliminare. Francmaso-
neria a Inceput In Spania in 1727,
cand ducele de Wharton, care fusese
Mare Maestru al Lojei Modernilor a

We should learn
humility and make it a
principle of life

Good afternoon. Our guest today is the Grand
Master of the Grand Lodge of Spain. Most Worshipful
Grand Master Txema Oleaga, thank you for accepting
this interview, because in this way we can make known
the history and evolution of Spanish Freemasonry.

Thank you very much for this
opportunity. [ am very excited and
it is an honour for me to be able to
share with you and all your audi-
ence.

First, let’s talk about the origin
and evolution of the Grand Lodge of
Spain and about Masonic life in Spain.
How many Masons and how many
lodges are there? What rituals do you
practice, are there lodges in other
languages?

Well, two preliminary considera-
tions must be made here. Freema-
sonry began in Spain in 1727, when
the Duke of Wharton, who had been

venit in Spania si a fondat o loja
intr-un hotel numit Tres Flores de Lys, loja cunoscuta
sub numele de Matritense. Aceasta a fost prima loja
de pe teritoriul spaniol. Cu cateva luni Tnainte avusese
loc o experientd masonica in orasul Brest, in Franta,
unde a fost fondata o loja ce se numea La Reunifica-
cion Espaiiola (Reunificarea spaniold). Prima loja de
pe teritoriul Spaniel insa a fost Matritense. Acea loja
exista si astazi. Atunci cand razboiul spaniol s-a Inche-
iat si a venit regimul lui Franco, Franco a interzis
francmasoneria. Astfel, masonii au fost nevoiti sa
plece 1n exil. Multi dintre ei au fost asasinati, altii au
fost trimisi la Inchisoare. Asa ca nu a mai existat nicio
activitate masonica in Spania, panad la restaurarea
democratiei. Apoi, odata ce democratia a fost restau-
ratd, s-a format o noua organizatie numita Gran Logia
de Espana (Marea Loja a Spaniei) care a Inceput sa
functioneze 1n 1979.

La acest moment sunt 180, aproape 190 de loji.
Chiar s-a emis documentul de infiintare a unei noi loji.
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Grand Master of the Moderns Lodge
came to Spain and founded a lodge in a hotel called
Tres Flores de Lys, the lodge known as Matritense. This
was the first lodge on Spanish soil. A few months
earlier, a Masonic experience had taken place in the
city of Brest, France, where a lodge was founded
called La Reunificacién Espariola (Spanish Reunifica-
tion). But the first lodge on Spanish soil was
Matritense. That lodge still exists today. When the
Spanish war ended and Franco’s regime came in,
Franco banned Freemasonry. Masons were forced into
exile. Many of them were assassinated, others were
sent to prison. So there was no Masonic activity in
Spain until democracy was restored. Then, once
democracy was restored, a new organization called
the Grand Lodge of Spain (Gran Logia de Espana) was
formed and started in 1979.

At this moment there are 180, almost 190 lodges.
A new lodge document has even been issued. We are
just over 3000 brethren. It has been very difficult for
us to grow.
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Suntem putin peste 3000 de frati. Ne-a fost foarte
greu sa crestem.

Majoritatea lojilor lucreaza in spaniold, dar sunt si
loji care vorbesc alte limbi. Exista un procent impor-
tant de frati care lucreaza in englez3, altii in franceza
si sunt unii care lucreaza in germana, suedeza si chiar
unii dintre ei in norvegiana. Noi lucram conform con-
stitutiei noastre. Marea Loja a Spaniei permite ca
orice ritual care este practicat intr-o loja sa fie incor-
porat in tara noastra. Cele mai raspandite ritualuri
sunt cel Scotian Antic si Acceptat si Emulation.

Marea Loja a Spaniei este impartita in opt provin-
cii masonice. Provincia principala este Castilla, cea
din care s-au nascut celelalte. De fiecare data cand
se constituie o noud provincie masonicd, aceasta
trebuie sa coincida cu spatiul fizic al comunitatilor
autonome care exista in tara noastra. Deci, Catalonia
are propria sa Mare Loja Provinciald, comunitatea
Valenciana are propria sa loja provinciala, Murcia are
propria sa loja, Andaluzia o are pe a sa, Madrid la fel.
Exista, de asemenea, Insulele Canare si Insulele
Baleare, doua comunitdti autonome care apartin
statului spaniol si al caror teritoriu fizic coincide cu
cel al Marilor Loji Provinciale. Singura care are per-
sonalitate juridica este Marea Loja a Spaniei, care are
sediul in Barcelona.

Intr-o perioada scurti de timp, sper ci va fi dupa
vard, cum Spania are doud orase autonome care se
numesc, Ceuta si Melilla, pe teritoriul Africii, vom crea
o loja in orasul autonom Ceuta. Suntem deja cu pro-
cedurile In derulare si suntem foarte incantati ca
intregul teritoriu spaniol are acces la francmasonerie.

Care a fost rolul francmasoneriei in evolutia socie-
tatii spaniole? Ce implicatii benefice a avut pentru
evolutia societdtii spaniole si in ce momente istorice ati
Jjucat un rol important? Cu ce probleme v-ati confruntat
in perioada in care Spania a fost sub dictatura lui
Franco?

Francmasoneria a sustinut intotdeauna valorile
libertatii, egalitatii si fraternitatii. Asta in Spania a
insemnat apararea educatiei pentru toti cetatenii,
a asistentei medicale universale, a tuturor acestor
tipuri de valori. Si este adevarat ca acest lucru a deter-
minat-o istoric sa se ciocneasca atat cu Inchizitia, care
era o institutie pe care Biserica Catolica a utilizat-o
pentru a-i reprima pe toti
cei care erau in dezacord cu
ea, cat si cu toate entitatile
de naturda conservatoare.
Dar francmasoneria era
puternica. Este adevarat ca
a existat o problema seri-
0as3, si anume momentul la
care francmasoneria a fost

There are lodges that work, most of them logically,
in Spanish, but there are also lodges that speak other
languages. There is an important percentage of breth-
ren who work in English, others in French and there
are some who work in German, Swedish and even
some of them in Norwegian. We work according to
our constitution. The Grand Lodge of Spain allows any
ritual that is practiced in a lodge to be incorporated
in our country. The most widespread rituals are the
Ancient and Accepted Scottish and Emulation.

The Grand Lodge of Spain is divided into eight
Masonic provinces. The main province is Castilla, the
one from which the others started. Every time a new
Masonic province is constituted, it must coincide with
the physical space of the autonomous communities
that exist in our country. So, Catalonia has its own
Provincial Grand Lodge, the Valencian Community has
its own Provincial Lodge, Murcia has its own Lodge,
Andalusia has its own Lodge, Madrid has its own
Lodge. There are also the Canary Islands and the
Balearic Islands, two autonomous communities that
belong to the Spanish State and whose physical terri-
tory coincides with that of the Provincial Grand
Lodges. The only one that has legal personality is the
Grand Lodge of Spain, which has its headquarters in
Barcelona.

In a short period of time, [ hope it will be after
the summer, as Spain has two autonomous cities
called Ceuta and Melilla, on the African territory, we
will create a lodge in the autonomous city of Ceuta.
We are already with the procedures under way
and we are very pleased that the whole Spanish ter-
ritory has access to Freemasonry.

What was the role of Freemasonry in the evolution
of Spanish society? What beneficial implications has it
had for the evolution of Spanish society and at what
historical moments have you played an important
role? What problems did you face when Spain was
under Franco's dictatorship?

Freemasonry has always upheld the values of lib-
erty, equality and fraternity. That in Spain has meant
defending education for all citizens, universal health
care, all these kinds of values. And it’s true that this
historically brought it into clash both with the Inqui-
sition, which was an institution that the Catholic
Church used to repress all
those who disagreed with it,
and with all entities of a
conservative nature. But
Freemasonry was powerful.
It is true that there was a
serious problem, and that
was when Freemasonry
became associated with the
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asociata cu liderii miscarilor de independenta din
teritoriile care erau colonii. De exemplu, José Rizal,
care a fost unul dintre liderii independentei in Filipine,
a fost un francmason initiat din Spania.

Asadar, este adevarat cad a existat un anumit atac
din partea zonelor mai reactionare impotriva franc-
masoneriei. Dar francmasoneria a jucat intotdeauna
un rol in apararea democratiei si a libertatilor. Si am
sa va dau un exemplu. Cand femeile nu aveau inca
propria lor structura masonicd, asa cum au astazi,
precursoarea Marii Loji din Spania a creat asa-numi-
tele loji de adoptie, adica loji in care femeile erau
initiate. Una dintre femeile care au fost initiate in
aceasta loja a fost Clara Campoamor, cea care a mili-
tat ca femeile sa aiba aceleasi drepturi ca barbatii in
ceea ce priveste dreptul la vot. Apoi, in Constitutia
Republicii, in 1931, la 1 octombrie, Clara Campoamor,
cu sprijinul altor forte, a fost cea care a deschis calea
pentru vot si, prin urmare, pentru drepturi egale
pentru barbati si femei. Deci, francmasoneria a fost
intotdeauna un pionier in sensul apararii valorilor si
drepturilor si tocmai asta a dus la problemele care
au aparut In timpul regimului lui Franco.

In timpul regimului lui Franco, persecutia a fost
brutala. Ma voi opri pentru o clipa asupra acestui
punct, deoarece cred ca este important ca toata lumea
sd stie acest lucru. In Spania, Franco si regimul sidu au
adoptat o lege in 1941 care permitea ca francmasonii
sa fie ucisi pentru simplul fapt ca erau francmasoni.
Cu alte cuvinte, era suficient ca o persoana sa fie
gdsita ca a fost initiatd in francmasonerie pentru a fi
executata. La acea vreme, In Spania existau aproxima-
tiv 4000 de francmasoni, mai mult sau mai putin ca
acum, din care 1.000 de persoane au fost executate.
Adica, un procent foarte mare!

Altii au fost privati de proprietatile lor, privati de
capacitatea de a preda, daca erau profesori, sau li
s-au confiscat laboratoarele, daca aveau un laborator,
daca erau oameni de stiintd, sau orice altceva. A fost
o persecutie brutald care a durat foarte mult timp.
Este dificil sa gasim o tara in lume In care sa fi exis-
tat o persecutie similara. Din acest motiv, incercam
acum sa recuperam memoria masonilor si a familii-
lor lor care au fost supusi represaliilor.

Care este situatia numdrului de membri ai Marii Loji
din Spania, avdnd in vedere cd existd tdri care se con-
fruntd cu o pierdere de membri activi sau cu o scddere
a numdrului de persoane care doresc sd fie initiate in
francmasonerie? Care este metoda de recrutare de noi
membri pentru Marea Lojd a Spaniei?

Pornim de la o situatie mai rea decat alte tdri!
Deoarece persecutia a generat o multime de prejude-
cati exista si astazi oameni care privesc francmasone-
ria cu o anumita suspiciune din cauza prejudecatilor
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leaders of independence movements in territories
that were colonies. For example, José Rizal, who was
one of the leaders of independence in the Philippines,
was a Freemason initiated in Spain.

So it is true that there has been a certain attack
from more reactionary sectors against Freemasonry.
But Freemasonry has always played a role in the
defense of democracy and freedoms. And I'll give you
an example. When women did not yet have their own
Masonic structure, as they do today, the forerunner
of the Grand Lodge of Spain created the so-called
lodges of adoption, that is to say lodges into which
women were initiated. One of the women who was
initiated into this lodge was Clara Campoamor, who
campaigned for women to have the same rights as
men in terms of the right to vote. Then, in the Con-
stitution of the Republic in 1931, on October 1, it was
Clara Campoamor, with the support of other forces,
who paved the way for the vote and therefore for
equal rights for men and women. So, Freemasonry
has always been a pioneer in defending values and
rights, and that is precisely what led to the problems
that arose during Franco’s regime.

During Franco’s regime, persecution was brutal.
[ will dwell on this point for a moment, because
[ think it is important for everyone to know this. In
Spain, Franco and his regime passed a law in 1941
which allowed Freemasons to be killed for the simple
fact that they were Freemasons. In other words, it was
enough for a person to be found to have been initiated
into Freemasonry to be executed. At that time there
were about 4,000 Freemasons in Spain, more or less
as many as there are now, of whom 1,000 were exe-
cuted. That’s a very high percentage!

Others were deprived of their property, deprived
of the ability to teach, if they were professors, or had
their laboratories confiscated, if they had a labora-
tory, if they were scientists, or whatever. It was a
brutal persecution that went on for a very long time.
It is difficult to find a country in the world where
there has been similar persecution. For this reason,
we are now trying to recover the memory of the
Freemasons and their families who were subjected
to repression.

What is the current membership situation of the
Grand Lodge in Spain, given that some countries are
experiencing a loss of active members or a drop in
the number of people wishing to be initiated into
Freemasonry? What is the method of recruiting new
members for the Grand Lodge of Spain?

We start from a worse situation than other coun-
tries! Because the persecution generated a lot of
prejudices, there are still today people who look at
Freemasonry with a certain suspicion because of the
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generate in timpul epocii Franco. Din acest motiv, in
urma cu cativa ani, Impreuna cu Marele Maestru ante-
rior, am inceput un proces de deschidere, care a con-
stat, practic, in faptul ca persoane relevante din
anumite orase spaniole, au iesit public pentru a spune
ca sunt francmasoni. Prin urmare, in acest fel, am
incercat sa normalizam prezenta francmasoneriei. Si
a fost un succes. Am continuat acest mecanism si am
facut un pas mai departe, conferinte, discutii, expo-
zitii. Expozitiile au un succes spectaculos.

In ultimul timp, am ajuns si facem si benzi dese-
nate pentru un public mai tanar, podcasturi si alte
actiuni.

Francmasoneriei 1i este interzis sa faca prozeli-
tism. Nu o putem face, dar, fara indoiald, prin acest
tip de activitati, francmasoneria se normalizeaza,
devine cunoscutd si are rezultate destul de bune.
Trebuie sa spun ca am observat o crestere de apro-
ximativ 10% in ultimii 2-3 ani, atat in francmasoneria
masculing, cat si in francmasoneria feminina, pentru
cd am facut aceste lucruri impreuna.

Varsta medie a francmasonilor scade in tara noastra.

Care este relatia dintre Marea Lojd a Spaniei si
Marea Lojd Feminind a Spaniei?

Am semnat cu Marea Maestra un document de
colaborare reciproca care permite trei lucruri. Primul
este ca spatiile masonice aflate la dispozitia Marii Loji
a Spaniei sunt puse la dispozitia Marii Loji Feminine
a Spaniei, pentru activitati, prin incheierea unui
acord economic. In al doilea rand, desfisuram activi-
tati de natura publica, discutii si conferinte. De exem-
plu, recent am avut, impreuna cu Marea Maestrd, un
interviu cu un jurnalist foarte cunoscut in Spania, la
o ora de maxima audientd. lar a treia parte este
reprezentata de activitatile pe care le-am asocia cu
caritatea si solidaritatea. In acest sens, Marea Loji a
Spaniei a infiintat o fundatie impreuna cu Marea Loja
Feminina a Spaniei pentru ca, de comun acord, sa
putem realiza aceste lucrari de caritate si solidaritate,
ajutand astfel si la cunoasterea Francmasoneriei de
catre public.

Foarte interesant. Avand in vedere traiectoria pe
care ati urmat-o, credeti cd lumea de astdzi mai are
nevoie de francmasonerie ca in trecut si, dacd da, care
credeti cd sunt motivele? Care este rolul francmasone-
riei in societatea de astdzi? Credeti cd francmasoneria
de astdzi este erodatd, cd devine mai mult o organiza-
tie caritabila?

Ei bine, eu cred ca valorile aparate de francmaso-
nerie sunt absolut esentiale In timpurile moderne.
Experimentam, in plus, o crestere a intolerantei, a
fanatismului, o forma de, exista un cuvant in spaniola
care se numeste ,cosificar”, adica de a face ca cealalta

prejudices generated during the Franco era. For this
reason, a few years ago, together with the previous
Grand Master, we started a process of openness,
which basically consisted in relevant people in cer-
tain Spanish cities coming out publicly to say that
they are Freemasons. Therefore, in this way, we tried
to normalize the presence of Freemasonry. And it was
successful. We continued this mechanism and took it
one step further, conferences, talks, exhibitions. The
exhibitions are a spectacular success.

Lately, we’ve gotten into comics for a younger
audience, podcasts and other things.

Freemasonry is forbidden to proselytize. We can’t
do it, but without a doubt, through these kinds of
activities, Freemasonry is becoming normalized, is
becoming known and is doing quite well. I must say
that we have seen an increase of about 10% in the
last 2-3 years in both male and female Freemasonry,
because we have done these things together.

The average age of Freemasons is decreasing in
our country.

What is the relationship between the Grand Lodge
of Spain and the Feminine Grand Lodge of Spain?

[ have signed a document of mutual collaboration
with the Grand Master of the Feminine GL, which
allows three things. The first is that Masonic prem-
ises at the disposal of the Grand Lodge of Spain are
made available to the Women'’s Grand Lodge of Spain
for activities, through an economic agreement. Sec-
ondly, we carry out activities of a public nature, talks
and conferences. For example, recently we have had,
together with the Lady Grand Master, an interview
with a very well known journalist in Spain, on prime
time. And the third part is the activities that we
associate with charity and solidarity. In this regard,
the Grand Lodge of Spain has set up a foundation
together with the Feminine Grand Lodge of Spain so
that, by mutual agreement, we can carry out these
works of charity and solidarity and so that this also
serves to make Freemasonry known.

Very interesting. Given the trajectory you have
followed, do you think the world today still needs
Freemasonry as it did in the past and, if so, what do
you think are the reasons? What is the role of Free-
masonry in today’s society? Do you think Freemasonry
today is being eroded, becoming more of a charitable
organization?

Well, I believe that the values defended by Free-
masonry are absolutely essential in modern times. We
are also experiencing an increase in intolerance,
fanaticism, a form of, there’s a word in Spanish called
‘cosificar’, which is to treat the other person as if they
were an object, instead of valuing the fact that they
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persoana sa fie tratata ca si cum ar fi un obiect, in loc
sa pretuim faptul ca este o fiintd umana si ca are
demnitate si aceasta trebuie respectata. Prin urmare,
cred ca aceste valori sunt absolut esentiale astazi.

Mai mult, am sa va povestesc despre un caz concret
pe care l-am trait Tn mod direct. Cind eram membru
al consiliului de administratie al unui teatru municipal
din orasul meu, Bilbao, directorul artistic a prezentat
programul pentru anul urmator, iar in cadrul acestui
program exista o sectiune pentru copii. Nu cred ca
este francmason, dar cunoaste francmasoneria, este
un om foarte respectabil, un catalan, si ne-a spus: am
de gand sa 1i invat pe copii metode ale francmasonilor.
Cand francmasonii se intdlnesc si discutda intre ei,
nimeni nu intrerupe vorbitorul, ci toti ascuta. lar cand
acesta a terminat de vorbit, atunci iau cuvantul. Nu
trebuie sa spui contrariul doar de dragul de a fi impo-
triva, ci sa Incerci sa contribui si sa ajungi la un ele-
ment comun la final. Deci, a spus el, teatrul trebuie
sa-i ajute pe copii sa vada asta. Vedeti voi, daca toti
actorii si actritele de pe scena vorbesc in acelasi timp,
ceea ce aude publicul este zgomot. Prin urmare, tre-
buie ca fiecare sa vorbeasca atunci cand 1i vine randul,
dar sa existe suficientd agilitate pentru a nu deveni
o succesiune de monologuri. Trebuie sa fie un schimb
de idei si, prin urmare, un dialog.

Mi s-a parut o idee fantastica acest mod de a
vedea cum francmasoneria poate fi folosita pentru
a ajuta. De fapt, una dintre cele mai interesante carti
care au fost publicate recent despre francmasonerie
este scrisa de un preot catolic care a cercetat franc-
masoneria si a spus ca francmasoneria este o scoala
pentru cetateni. Mi se pare cad acest element este
fundamental.

Materialismul pune incet stapanire pe viata noas-
tra de zi cu zi. Din acest motiv, cAnd a sosit actuala
echipa care conduce Marea Loja a Spaniei, unul dintre
punctele pe care le-am prezentat fratilor in oferta
noastra electorald, sa spunem, de a deveni conducerea
Marii Loji a Spaniei, a fost sa separam ritualul de
aspectele administrative. Adica, atunci cand noi,
masonii, ne Intalnim la reuniuni, ne dedicam acelei
parti spirituale, acelei parti a dezvoltarii noastre inte-
rioare, a cresterii noastre ca oameni, a intelegerii
celorlalti, ritualurilor, care sunt o adevarata bijuterie.
Ritualurile masonice, dintre care unele sunt foarte
vechi, au o asemenea bogdtie, o asemenea valoare
care sunt nepretuite, sunt adevarate mici comori pe
care le are francmasoneria. Asadar, sa lucram corect
si sa lasam tot ceea ce este birocratic, administrativ,
sau tot ceea ce are de-a face cu sfera politica, cu sfera
publicd, am spune noi, a francmasoneriei, pentru
reuniuni care nu au nimic de-a face cu ritualurile.

in acest fel, atunci cind ne adunim, si putem lucra
la interiorul nostru si sa construim ceea ce numim
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are a human being and that they have dignity and that
should be respected. Therefore, [ think these values
are absolutely essential today.

Moreover, I will tell you about a concrete case that
I experienced directly. When I was a member of the
board of a municipal theater in my city, Bilbao, the
artistic director presented the program for the fol-
lowing year, and there was a children’s section in the
program. [ don’t think he is a Freemason, but he
knows Freemasonry, he is a very respectable man,
a Catalan, and he told us: I am going to teach the
children the methods of the Freemasons. When the
Freemasons meet and talk among themselves, no one
interrupts the speaker, they all listen. And when he
has finished speaking, then they speak. You shouldn’t
say the opposite just for the sake of being contrary,
but try to contribute and arrive at a common ele-
ment at the end. So, he said, theater has to help
children see that. You see, if all the actors and
actresses on stage are talking at the same time, what
the audience hears is noise. So everyone should
speak when it's their turn, but there should be
enough agility so that it doesn’t become a succession
of monologues. There must be an exchange of ideas
and therefore a dialog.

[ thought it was a fantastic idea to see how Free-
masonry can be used to help. In fact, one of the most
interesting books that has been published recently on
Freemasonry is written by a Catholic priest who has
researched Freemasonry and said that Freemasonry
is a school of citizenship. It seems to me that this
element is fundamental.

Materialism is slowly taking over our daily lives.
For this reason, when the current team that leads
the Grand Lodge of Spain arrived, one of the points
that we presented to the brethren in our electoral
bid, let’s say, to become the leadership of the Grand
Lodge of Spain, was to separate the ritual from the
administrative. That is to say, when we Masons
meet in meetings, we devote ourselves to that
spiritual part, that part of our inner development,
that part of our growth as people, of our growth as
people, of our understanding of others, to the ritu-
als, which are a real gem. The Masonic rituals, some
of which are very old, have such richness, such
value that they are priceless, they are real little
treasures that Freemasonry has. So let us work
properly and leave everything that is bureaucratic,
administrative, or everything that has to do with
the political sphere, the public sphere, we would
say, of Freemasonry, for meetings that have nothing
to do with rituals.

In this way, when we come together, may we work
on our inner selves and build what we call the great
temple of humanity. It is one stone joining with the
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marele templu al umanitatii. Este o piatra care se
uneste cu pietrele altora pentru a construi o cladire.
Acesta ar fi sensul. Asadar, francmasoneria spaniola
este foarte mandra de cunoasterea ritualurilor, iar
toatd munca este facuta cu mare solemnitate.

Cum este francmasoneria in Spania, dincolo de
ritualuri, cum este implicatd in societatea actuald?

Exista multe diferente intre un loc si altul. Exista
locuri in Spania unde francmasonii sunt foarte pre-
zenti in organizatii sociale, cum este Crucea Rosie de
exemplu, si in alte entitati de acest tip, chiar si in
politica. Eu insumi Imi dedic o parte din viata politicii.
As spune ca In tot ceea ce are de-a face cu activitati
legate de caritate si solidaritate exista multi franc-
masoni, in tot ceea ce are de-a face cu entitati dedicate
imbunatatirii vietii exista multi francmasoni. Si apoi
exista multi francmasoni, este curios, in lumea stiintei,
in lumea universitara, lucru foarte interesant pentru
ca are un aspect formativ, In mod curios, in lumea
sportului si a sportului la nivel Tnalt. Nu pot dezvalui,
logic, aceste nume, dar sunt francmasoni foarte
importanti in lumea sportului care sunt mandri ca
sunt masoni si spun ca metoda masonica si ceea ce
au invatat de la ceilalti 1i ajuta foarte mult in succesul
lor profesional ca sportivi.

Vorbind despre societate, cum vede societatea spa-
niold francmasoneria astdzi, dupd o lungd perioadd de
persecutie, in special in timpul regimului lui Franco, care
o considera o conspiratie iudeo-masonica? Cum sunt
priviti membrii francmasoneriei de cdtre societate?

Au existat patruzeci de ani de persecutie si opre-
siune. Ne-am dat seama cd era necesar sa luptam
impotriva acestui lucru, pentru ca societatea era
reticentd in a accepta francmasoneria, era vazuta ca
ceva rau, incd exista si astdzi aceasta perceptie. Am
sd va spun o anecdota. Actualul secretar de stat pen-
tru Memorie Democratica, care nu este francmason,
este cercetator al francmasoneriei, a inceput sa stu-
dieze francmasoneria pentru ca a vazut ca unui fost
primar din Almeria, care era orasul sau, nu i s-a
permis sa fie inmormantat in cimitirul municipal.
Motivul pentru care nu i se permitea sa fie ingropat
era ca fusese francmason, deoarece cimitirul era
administrat de Biserica Catolica si 1l considerau ere-
tic. A inceput sa cerceteze francmasoneria si a deve-
nit unul dintre cei mai importanti experti. Cand si-a
publicat prima carte, mama sa i-a spus: ,Cred ca ar
trebui sa te dedici unor subiecte mai putin ciudate
decat acestea”. Cu alte cuvinte, propria sa mama i-a
spus ca ar trebui sa se dedice unor lucruri mai inte-
resante decat francmasoneria.

Asadar, am elaborat un program de lucru si am
avut norocul ca Legea Memoriei Democratice, care
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stones of others to build a building. That would be
the meaning. So Spanish Freemasonry is very proud
of its knowledge of the rituals, and all the work is
done with great solemnity.

How is Freemasonry in Spain, beyond the rituals,
how is it involved in today’s society?

There are many differences from one place to
another. There are places in Spain where Free-
masons are very present in social organizations,
such as the Red Cross for example, and in other
such entities, even in politics. [ myself dedicate part
of my life to politics. [ would say that in everything
to do with charity and solidarity activities there are
many Freemasons, in everything to do with entities
dedicated to the improvement of life there are many
Freemasons. And then there are many Freemasons,
curiously enough, in the world of science, in the
world of academia, which is very interesting
because it has a formative aspect, curiously enough,
in the world of sport and high-level sport. I cannot
reveal, logically, these names, but there are very
important Freemasons in the world of sport who
are proud to be Freemasons and say that the
Masonic method and what they have learned from
others helps them very much in their professional
success as sportsmen.

Talking about society, how does Spanish society
view Freemasonry today, after a long period of perse-
cution, especially during Franco’s regime, which con-
sidered it a Judeo-Masonic conspiracy? How are
members of Freemasonry regarded by society?

There have been forty years of persecution and
oppression. We realized that it was necessary to fight
against this, because society was reluctant to accept
Freemasonry, it was seen as something bad, this per-
ception still exists today. Let me tell you an anecdote.
The current Secretary of State for Democratic Mem-
ory, who is not a Freemason, he is a researcher of
Freemasonry, began to study Freemasonry because
he saw that a former mayor of Almeria, which was his
town, was not allowed to be buried in the municipal
cemetery. The reason why he was not allowed to be
buried was that he was a Freemason, because the
cemetery was run by the Catholic Church and they
considered him a heretic. He began to research Free-
masonry and became one of the leading experts.
When he published his first book, his mother said to
him, “I think you should devote yourself to less out-
landish subjects than this.” In other words, his own
mother told him that he should devote himself to
more interesting things than Freemasonry.

So we developed a work programme and we were
fortunate that the Law of Democratic Memory, which
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a fost adoptata acum cativa ani in Spania, sa recu-
noasca in mod expres la articolul 3 ca francmasonii
si familiile lor sunt victime ale represiunii. lar guver-
nul realizeaza in fiecare an un act simbolic de resti-
tutio, care are loc in ultima zi a lunii octombrie. In
aceasta zi, In urma cu doi ani, au acordat distinctia
unui mason al Marii Loji a Spaniei, membru al Supre-
mului Consiliu de grad 33, iar anul trecut Marii
Maestre a Marii Loji Feminine a Spaniei. Cu alte
cuvinte, a existat deja o recunoastere din partea
guvernului si a statului. Si exista recunoasteri simi-
lare intr-o multime de comunitati autonome. Acest
lucru permite francmasoneriei sa piarda treptat
aceasta aura negativa si sa devina o organizatie ono-
rabild, asa cum este in orice alta tara din lume. As
spune ca exista Inca multe prejudecati, dar, din feri-
cire, le combatem treptat.

A fi francmason are repercusiuni in viata profesio-
nald?

Nu neaparat. In cazul meu, de exemplu, a fost
invers. Din momentul in care am marturisit public
ca sunt francmason, nu am avut nicio problema,
dimpotriva. Dar recunosc ca exista inca unii frati
care sunt reticenti In a-si face cunoscuta apartenenta
la francmasonerie deoarece cred ca ar putea avea
probleme in munca lor, mai ales cand vorbim despre
entitati ultraconservatoare sau oameni foarte con-
servatori.

Avem frati de cea mai inalta calitate. Sunt frati care
cunosc tot felul de subiecte, care sunt experti In multe
lucruri, care sunt medici relevanti sau istorici. Exista
si masoni care sunt opusul, adica nu au un rang spe-
cial, sunt muncitori, dar in meseriile lor sunt adevarati
lideri. Sunt oameni implicati si asta fnseamna ca
masoneria intra treptat in societate si o face sa o vada
altfel. Adica avem frati foarte importanti, care pot avea
pozitii foarte Tnalte de responsabilitate In toate dome-
niile, si frati care, fara sa le aib4, totusi, oriunde s-ar
afla, indeplinesc si o sarcina foarte importanta de a
uni, de a aduce oamenii impreuna. Si astfel acest lucru
serveste, cred eu, pentru aceasta crestere pe care am
vazut-o in ultima vreme.

Cum vezi viitorul Masoneriei in Spania si in lume?

Eu vad un viitor foarte luminos in Spania. Vad din
ce in ce mai mult interes. O vad pur si simplu In numa-
rul mare de interviuri si cereri pentru discutii, coloc-
vii sau expozitii pe care le primim din toata Spania, si
in special din locuri in care nici macar nu avem inca
o loja. Asadar, daca putem vedea deja ca exista interes
pentru a invata despre francmasonerie in locuri in
care nu am reusit inca sa infiintam o loja, atunci acest
lucru indica faptul ca exista un teren propice pentru
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was adopted a few years ago in Spain, expressly rec-
ognizes in Article 3 that Freemasons and their fami-
lies are victims of repression. And every year the
government carries out a symbolic act of restitution,
which takes place on the last day of October. On this
day two years ago, they awarded the honor to a
mason from the Grand Lodge of Spain, also member
of the Supreme Council of the 33" Degree, and last
year to the Grand Master of the Women Grand Lodge
of Spain. In other words, there has already been gov-
ernment and state recognition. And there are similar
recognitions in a lot of autonomous communities.
This allows Freemasonry to gradually lose this nega-
tive aura and become an honorable organization, as
it is in every other country in the world. I would say
that there are still many prejudices, but fortunately
we are gradually combating them.

Being Freemason does have repercussions in profes-
sional life?

Not necessarily. For example, in my personal expe-
rience, it was the other way around. From the moment
I confessed publicly that I am Freemason, I had no
problem, on the contrary. But I recognize that there
are still some brethren who are reluctant to make
their Freemasonry known because they think it might
get them into trouble in their work, especially when
we're talking about ultraconservative entities or very
conservative people.

We have Brethren of the highest quality. There are
brethren who are knowledgeable on all kinds of sub-
jects, who are experts on many things, who are rele-
vant doctors or historians. There are also Masons who
are the opposite, that is, they have no special rank,
they are hard workers, but in their trades they are
true leaders, involved people and that means that
Freemasonry is gradually entering society and making
it see it differently. | mean we have very important
Brethren, who may have very high positions of
responsibility in all fields, and Brethren who, without
having them, however, wherever they are, also fulfill
a very important task of uniting, of bringing people
together. And so this serves, I think, for this growth
that we have seen lately.

How do you see the future of Freemasonry in Spain
and in the world?

[ see a very bright future in Spain. | see more and
more interest. [ see it simply in the large number of
interviews and requests for talks, colloquia or exhibi-
tions that we receive from all over Spain, and espe-
cially from places where we don’t even have a lodge
yet. So, if we can already see that there is interest in
learning about Freemasonry in places where we have
not yet managed to set up a lodge, then this indicates
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a avea succes. Asadar, sunt foarte optimist in Spania
si sunt optimist si pentru Europa.

Valorile pe care le apara francmasoneria sunt valo-
rile libertatii, egalitatii, fraternitatii. Fraternitatea este
un concept mult mai profund decat solidaritatea,
deoarece in solidaritate stabilesti limite, dar fraterni-
tatea nu iti permite sa stabilesti limite, pentru ca
aproapele tdu este fratele sau sora ta. Deci, legaturile
sunt sacre. Cred ca acest lucru este foarte relevant.

Francmasoneria se dezvoltd intr-un mod incredibil
in America Latina, spre exemplu. Spania este fonda-
toarea Confederatiei Masonice Interamericane, iar
boom-ul care are loc acolo, efervescenta francmaso-
neriei, este foarte relevanta. Nu pot vorbi despre alte
parti ale lumii pentru ca nu stiu prea multe, dar cel
putin In Europa si America Latina si lumea britanica,
cred, lumea anglo-saxond, sa spunem, in termeni
generali, Statele Unite, Anglia etc, cred ca avem un
viitor foarte luminos.

Ai observat diferente intre francmasoneria din
Europa de Vest si cea din Europa de Est, intre franc-
masoneria din America de Sud si cea din America de
Nord? Care tip de francmasonerie crezi cd este mai
aproape de ceea ce ar trebui sd fie francmasoneria?

Noi, spaniolii, avem o relatie emotionala cu lumea
latino-americana. Sunt legaturi, chiar, in unele cazuri,
legaturi de familie. Am rude care trdiesc in Chile, sau
care traiesc in Venezuela sau in Mexic. Si impartasim
aceeasi limba, iar acest lucru te uneste, fie ca iti place
sau nu. Este de asemenea adevarat ca vocatia euro-
peand a tarii noastre, a Spaniei, inseamna ca ne sim-
tim foarte aproape de Franta, Portugalia, Anglia,
Germania etc. Asadar, as spune ca la nivel individual,
la nivel personal, atunci cand esti la o Intalnire, la o
intalnire masonica, nu vad prea multe diferente intre
fratii dintr-un loc si din altul, toti ne comportam
intr-un mod foarte asemanator. In plus, toti ne imbra-
cam la fel, asa ca este greu sa faci diferenta.

Dar recunosc ca exista anumite moduri sau anu-
mite forme de organizare care sunt diferite in unele
locuri. Astfel, in Europa, diferenta, este foarte mica.

Pe de alta parte, este adevarat ca existd mai multe
diferente in ceea ce priveste modul in care sunt orga-
nizate lojile din America. Chiar si modul in care comu-
nica este uneori diferit.

Lucrul minunat la francmasonerie este ca poti
merge la o intdlnire intr-o tara care vorbeste o limba
pe care abia o cunosti, iar cand esti Induntru, ceea ce
vezi este atdt de familiar incat nu simti problema
limbii, pentru ca intelegi totul, o simti, pentru ca fran-
cmasoneria nu este doar o limba, nu este doar o
asociatie, ci este o experienta de viata. Asadar, purtati
valorile pe care le-ati invatat atat de adanc in voi, atat
de mult In inima, Tncat atunci cand va intalniti cu alti
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that there is fertile ground for success. So, I am very
optimistic in Spain and I am also optimistic for Europe.

The values that Freemasonry defends are the values
of liberty, equality, fraternity. Fraternity is a much
deeper concept than solidarity, because in solidarity
you set limits, but fraternity does not allow you to set
limits, because your neighbor is your brother or sister.
So bonds are sacred. I think this is very relevant.

Freemasonry is developing incredibly in Latin
America, for example. Spain is the founder of the
Interamerican Masonic Confederation, and the boom
that’s taking place there, the effervescence of Free-
masonry, is very relevant. I can’t speak about other
parts of the world because I don’t know too much, but
at least in Europe and Latin America and the British
world, I think, the Anglo-Saxon world, let’s say in
general terms, the United States, England, etc., I think
we have a very bright future.

Have you noticed any differences between Free-
masonry in Western and Eastern Europe, between
Freemasonry in South and North America? Which
type of Freemasonry do you think is closer to what
Freemasonry should be?

We, Spanish people, have an emotional relation-
ship with the Latin American world. There are ties,
even, in some cases, family ties. [ have relatives living
in Chile, or living in Venezuela or Mexico. And we
share the same language, and that unites you, whether
you like it or not. It's also true that the European
vocation of our country, of Spain, means that we feel
very close to France, Portugal, England, Germany, etc.
So I would say that on an individual level, on a per-
sonal level, when you are at a meeting, a Masonic
meeting, | don’t see too many differences between the
brothers from one place and another, we all behave
in a very similar way. Besides, we all dress alike, so
it’s hard to tell the difference.

But I recognize that there are certain ways or cer-
tain forms of organization that are different in some
places. So in Europe, the difference is very small.

On the other hand, it is true that there are several
differences in the way lodges are organized in
America. Even the way they communicate is some-
times different.

The wonderful thing about Freemasonry is that
you can go to a meeting in a country that speaks a
language that you hardly know, and when you're
inside, what you see is so familiar that you don’t feel
the language problem, because you understand
everything, you feel it, because Freemasonry is not
just a language, it's not just an association, it’s a life
experience. So, you carry the values that you have
learned so deep within you, so much in your heart,
that when you meet other brethren, wherever they
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frati, de oriunde ar fi ei, exista un fel de égregore, cum
spun francezii, un fel de armonie care are loc si va
bucurati enorm de ea. Evident, fiecare tara are pro-
priile idiosincrazii, dar nu sunt multe diferente.

La finalul interviului, Prea Respectabile Mare
Maestru, te rog sd te prezinti, atdt ca Mare Maestru al
Marii Loji a Spaniei, cdt si ca cetdtean spaniol.

Numele meu este Txema Oleaga Zalvidea, sunt
dintr-un oras din nordul Spaniei, numit Bilbao. M-am
ndscut acolo acum 61 de ani, iar meseria mea laica
este cea de avocat, este marea mea vocatie, impreuna
cu francmasoneria si politica. Sunt toate trei. Mi-am
inceput cariera politicd acum multi ani, pentru ca in
Tara Bascilor exista terorism, exista o organizatie
terorista care ucidea pe oricine gandea diferit. Asa ca
am decis sa fac pasul cel mare si sa intru in politica.
Acesta a fost motivul. Am fost consilier timp de multi
ani in consiliul municipal din Bilbao. Am fost chiar
candidat la functia de primar in doud randuri. Apoi
am renuntat din nou la politica si m-am intors la
drept, care a fost educatia mea. De asemenea, am
petrecut ceva timp in guvernul basc. Am prezidat o
companie publicd, compania de metrou, una dintre
cele mai importante companii din Tara Bascilor. Si
acum cativa ani, exact acum cinci ani, mi s-a cerut sa
parasesc din nou functia si sa candidez la alegerile de
senator. Asadar, in momentul de fatd sunt senator
pentru provincie, pentru teritoriul istoric al Biscaia.
Fac parte din Partidul Socialist si in Senat sunt purta-
torul de cuvant al grupului meu politic in Comisia
pentru justitie. Sunt responsabil cu redactarea legilor
in Senat. Asadar, este o sarcina foarte interesanta.

In ultima legislaturd am avut ocazia si particip la
o multime de legi care au insemnat un mare progres
pentru tara mea. Trebuie sa spun ca am incercat, de
asemenea, sa utilizez ceea ce am fnvatat in loja, acel
concept de tolerantd, de respect pentru idei, de a ma
pune in locul celuilalt etc.

Imi amintesc in special de momentul in care a fost
adoptata Legea Memoriei Democratice, care recu-
nostea masonii si familiile lor ca victime ale repre-
saliilor; acea zi a fost atdt de emotionanta incat am
purtat chiar si cravata pe care o port astazi, cravata
Marii Loji a Spaniei. Am purtat-o in plen In acea zi
si am spus cd o port in semn de omagiu pentru acesti
oameni.

Referitor la viata masonicad, am fost initiat cu multi
ani In urmd, in orasul San Sebastian. Practic atat
Emulation, cat si Rtul Scotian Antic si Acceptat. Am
fost Maestru Venerabil atat intr-o loja de Rit Scotian
Antic si Acceptat, cat si intr-o loja Emulation. Ceea ce
imi place cel mai mult sunt ceremoniile. Sunt fericit
cand merg la loj3, cand sunt cu fratii mei, ma umplu
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are from, there is a kind of égregore, as the French
say, a kind of harmony that takes place and you enjoy
it enormously. Obviously, each country has its own
idiosyncrasies, but not many differences.

At the end of our interview, Most Worshipful Grand
Master, I would ask you to introduce yourself both as
Grand Master of the Grand Lodge of Spain and as a
Spanish citizen.

My name is Txema Oleaga Zalvidea, I'm from a
city in northern Spain called Bilbao. I was born there
61 years ago, and my lay profession is a lawyer, it is
my great vocation, together with Freemasonry and
politics. They are all three. I started my political
career many years ago, because in the Basque Coun-
try there was terrorism, there was a terrorist organ-
ization that killed anyone who thought differently.
So I decided to take the plunge and enter politics.
This was the reason. I was councillor for many years
in Bilbao city council. I even ran for mayor twice.
Then I left politics again and went back to law, which
was my education. I also spent some time in the
Basque government. I chaired a public company, the
metro company, one of the most important compa-
nies in the Basque Country. And a few years ago,
exactly five years ago, | was asked to step down again
and run for senator. So now [ am a senator for the
province, for the historical territory of Biscay. | am
a member of the Socialist Party and in the Senate
[ am the spokesperson for my political group in the
Committee on Justice. | am responsible for drafting
laws in the Senate. So it is a very interesting task.

In the last legislature I had the opportunity to
participate in a lot of laws that meant a great progress
for my country. I have to say that I also tried to use
what I learned in the Lodge, that concept of tolerance,
respect for ideas, putting myself in the other person’s
shoes etc.

[ particularly remember the moment when the
Democratic Memory Law was passed, recognizing
Freemasons and their families as victims of repres-
sion; that day was so moving that I even wore the tie
that [ wear today, the Grand Lodge of Spain tie. I wore
it in plenary that day and said that [ wore it in homage
to these people.

Regarding my Masonic life, I was initiated many
years ago, in the city of San Sebastian. I practice both
Emulation and Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite.
[ have been Worshipful Master in an Ancient and
Accepted Scottish Rite lodge, as well as in an Emula-
tion lodge. What I enjoy most are the ceremonies.
[ am happy when I go to lodge, when I am with my
brethren, it fills me with an energy that enables me
to cope with any problem I may encounter.
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de o energie care Tmi permite sa fac fata oricarei
probleme pe care o pot Intalni.

Sunt Mare Maestru din martie 2022. Am candidat
pentru aceasta inalta functie cu un program care avea
patru puncte si care este aproape 70% sau 80% imple-
mentat. Sper ca peste un an voi putea sa finalizez tot
ceea ce am planificat si, odata ce totul va fi terminat, le
voi spune fratilor sa aleaga pe altcineva, pentru ca aici
nu este vorba de a sta mult timp in functii, ci de rotatie.

Una dintre cele mai mari lectii pe care le inveti in
francmasonerie este ca intr-un an esti Maestrul Vene-
rabil, esti In cel mai important loc, esti centrul atentiei
intregii loji, iar in anul urmator fratii aleg pe altcineva,
iar tu te ridici din scaun. Cred ca ar trebui sa invatam
cu totii umilinta, nu numai in viata noastra masonica,
ci sa o aplicam si In lumea noastra laica.

Si in politicd, de asemenea.

Si 1n politicd, desigur. Pentru ca in politica exista
o circumstanta care apare, uneori, si in cadrul unor
loji. Este un fenomen numit adamism. Deci cineva
ajunge Intr-o pozitie si crede ca viata incepe In ziua
in care ajunge el acolo. Nu, nu este asa, el trebuie sa
ia ceea ce a invatat de la cei precedenti, sa pastreze,
sa Imbunatadteasca si sa predea, daca este posibil,
celui care urmeaza. Acesta este scopul pe care il are.
Cred ca francmasoneria te invata asta.

Si tnveti principiul de a te pune in locul celeilalte
persoane.

Asta este fundamental. Cand sunteti intr-o loja si
stati Intr-un loc, vedeti ceremonia intr-un fel. Dar se
poate intampla ca saptimina urmatoare, sau luna
urmadtoare, sau la urmatoarea Intalnire sa va aflati in
alt loc si ceremonia sa fie aceeasi, dar punctul de
vedere sa fie diferit. Atunci trebuie sa fiti capabili sa
intelegeti ca punctul de vedere este doar un lucru
accidental si ca toate punctele de vedere, adunate
impreund, formeaza intregul. Aceasta este o invatatura
masonica fundamentald. De fapt, prima data cand a
trebuit sa redactez o lucrare masonica pentru o revista
generala a fost pe acest subiect.

Felicitdri pentru activitatea ta in francmasonerie,
in politicd si in viata personald. Si iti multumim cd ai
acceptat sd acorzi acest interviu pentru revista noastrd.

A fost o placere. Mi-a placut interviul. L-am gasit
foarte prietenos si cu mult continut. Va felicit pentru
munca pe care o faceti si sper ca pot contribui cu ceea
ce am putut spune cu modestie, la raspandirea valorii
francmasoneriei pentru toatd lumea. Iti multumesc
foarte mult.
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[ am Grand Master since March 2022. I applied to
this very high position with a program that had four
points and is almost 70% or 80% implemented.
[ hope that in a year’s time I will be able to finalize
everything that [ have planned and once everything
is finished, I will tell the brethren to elect someone
else, because this is not about staying in office for a
long time, but about rotation.

One of the greatest lessons you learn in Freema-
sonry is that one year you’'re the Worshipful Master,
you're in the most important place, you're the center
of attention of the whole lodge, and the next year
the brethren elect somebody else, and you get out
of the chair. [ think that we should all learn humility,
not only in our Masonic life, but apply it in our lay
world.

And in politics, too.

And in politics, of course. Because in politics there
is a circumstance that sometimes occurs in some
lodges. It's a phenomenon called adamism. So some-
one gets into a position and thinks that life begins the
day he gets there. No, it doesn’t, he has to take what
he has learned from the previous ones, preserve,
improve and pass on, if possible, to the next one. That
is the purpose he has. I think Freemasonry teaches
you that.

And learn the principle of putting yourself in the
other person’s shoes.

This is fundamental. When you are in a lodge and
you sit in a place, you see the ceremony one way.
But it may happen that the next week, or the next
month, or the next meeting you are in another place
and the ceremony is the same, but the point of view
is different. Then you must be able to understand
that the point of view is only an accidental thing and
that all the points of view put together form the
whole. This is a fundamental Masonic teaching. As
a matter of fact, the first time I had to write a
Masonic paper for a general magazine was on this
subject.

Congratulations on your work in Freemasonry, in
politics and in your personal life. And thank you for
granting this interview to our magazine.

It was a pleasure. I enjoyed the interview. I found
it very amiable and with a lot of content. I congratu-
late you on the work you are doing and hope that
[ can contribute what I could modestly say to spread-
ing the value of Freemasonry to the world. Thank you
very much. =

Sursa / Source: https://youtu.be/WzgQ2zkkRIo
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CONCORD Lodge from Rotterdam visiting
ROYAL KENT Lodge from London (October 2024)
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DAVID SIMPSON | Lodge ROYAL KENT No. 15, United Grand Lodge of England

Ganduri despre Initiere

Dragi Frati, am avut norocul sa fiu acceptat ca
membru Lojii Royal Kent Nr. 15 si am fost initiat pe
9 iunie. M-am trezit de dimineata foarte ingrijorat
in legdtura cu ceremonia. Sunt convins ca inainte sa
fim initiati cu totii ne-am
gandit la ritualuri neobis-
nuite si nu ne simteam
siguri. Pe masura ce
orele au trecut, mi-am
dat seama cd nelinistea
mea era, de fapt, entu-
ziasm fata de ce urma sa
inceapa.

Am ajuns la Free-
mason’s Hall din Londra
impreund cu nasul meu
de Masonerie, Fratele
Jared. Cand am ajuns,
ne-am intalnit cu o parte

Thoughts on Initiation

Dear Brethren, I was lucky enough to be accepted
as a member of Royal Kent Lodge No. 15 and was
initiated on 9™ June. I woke in the morning feeling
very apprehensive about the ceremony. I am sure that
before we were initiated,
we all had thoughts of
unfamiliar rituals which
we were uncertain about.
As the day progressed,
[ realised that my appre-
hension was, in fact, ex-
citement about what was
about to begin.

[ travelled to the Free-
mason’s Hall in London
with my proposer, Brother
Jared. On arrival, we met
with some of the breth-
ren as well as the Wor-

din Frati, precum si cu
Venerabilul Maestru. A fost o atmosfera foarte rela-
xatd si plina de sustinere. Am fost intrebat de mai
multe ori daca am adus morcovul!

In sfarsit, a sosit momentul si ma pregitesc de
ceremonie. Am fost dus intr-o camera laturalnica si
pregatit. Mi s-a parut cd a trecut o vesnicie cat am stat
acolo legat la ochi, asteptand inceputul. A fost
o experientd minunata si care m-a implinit. A trecut
0 vreme pana sa-mi dau seama ca sunt calauzit de
Fratele Jared. Am avut incredere deplina in el si m-a
facut sa ma simt in largul meu pe tot parcursul. Cand
mi s-a permis sa-mi scot legatura de la ochi mi-a fost
dezvaluita adevarata splendoare a incaperii Lojii. Am
vazut ca aveam de fata oaspeti. Am fost onorat sa fiu
initiat in prezenta a 11 frati din Marele Orient al
Olandei, care ni s-au alaturat si la agapa fraterna care
a avut loc dupa tinuta.

Agapa fraterna a avut loc in salon, unde am savurat
mancarea si m-am bucurat de toasturi si de experienta
Focului Masonic. Venerabilului Maestru al Lojii Royal
Kent i-au fost aduse cadouri, primite cu recunostinta.
Cel mai mult m-am bucurat sa impartasesc seara cu
Fratii din loja-mama, dar si cu oaspetii din Loja olan-
deza Concord, care m-au incurajat foarte mult si au
facut ca seara sa fie deosebita. Chiar simt ca fac parte
din ceva foarte special si astept cu nerabdare un viitor
indelungat si fericit in calitate de Francmason.
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shipful Master. It was a
very relaxed and supportive environment. | was asked
several times whether I had brought the carrot!

Finally, the time had arrived for me to be prepared
for the ceremony. | was taken to a side room and
prepared. It seemed like an age while [ stood, blind-
folded, awaiting the start. I will say that it was a
wonderful and fulfilling experience. It was a while
before I realised that I was being guided by Brother
Jared. I trusted him completely and he made me feel
comfortable throughout. When 1 was allowed to
remove the blindfold, the true splendour of the Lodge
room was revealed to me. [ was able to see that we
had visitors present. I was honoured to have been
initiated in the presence of 11 brethren from the
Grand East of the Netherlands, who also joined us for
the festive board after the meeting had been closed.

The festive board was held in the ballroom, where
[ was able to enjoy the food, toasts and also experi-
ence the Masonic fire. Gifts were presented to the
Worshipful Master of Royal Kent Lodge and these
were gratefully received. Most of all, I enjoyed shar-
ing the evening with the brothers from my home
lodge as well as the visitors from Dutch Lodge Con-
cord, who were all extremely supportive and made
the evening extra special. I really feel part of some-
thing very special and I am looking forward to a long
and happy future as a Freemason. &



ﬁusonic F

RADU POSTAVARU

Pitagora, muzica
planetelor si
sectiunea de aur

Musica universalis numita si muzica sferelor sau
muzica planetelor, este un concept filozofic care pri-
veste proportiile In miscarile corpurilor ceresti - Soa-
rele, Luna si planetele - ca pe o
forma de muzica. Teoria, originara
din Grecia antica, a fost un principiu
al pitagoreismului si a fost dezvol-
tata ulterior de astronomul din
secolul al XVI-lea Johannes Kepler.
Un Intreg este frumos din punct de
vedere estetic daca toate compo-
nentele sale se afla intr-o armonie.
Conceptul de ,muzica a sferelor”
incorporeaza principiul metafizic
conform caruia relatiile matema-
tice exprima calitati sau ,tonuri” de
energie care se manifesta in numere,
unghiuri vizuale, forme si sunete,
toate conectate intr-un model de
proportie. Pitagora a identificat pri-
mul faptul ca indltimea unei note

Pythagoras, the Music
of the Planets and
the Golden Ratio

Musica universalis, also known as the music of the
spheres or the music of the planets, is a philosophical
concept that looks at proportions in the movements
of celestial bodies - the Sun, the
Moon and the planets - as a form of
music. The theory originated in
Ancient Greece and was a principle
of Pythagoreanism and it was later
developed by the 16" century astron-
omer Johannes Kepler. A whole is
aesthetically beautiful if all its com-
ponents are in harmony. The con-
cept of “music of the spheres”
incorporates the metaphysical prin-
ciple that the mathematical rela-
tions express qualities or “tones” of
energy that manifest as numbers,
visual angles, shapes and sounds,
all connected through a model of
proportion. Pythagoras was the
first to identify the fact that the

muzicale este o proportie inversa
cu lungimea coardei care o produce si ca intervalele
dintre frecventele armonioase ale sunetului formeaza
rapoarte numerice simple. Pitagora a sustinut ca Soa-
rele, Luna si planetele emit toate propriul sunet unic
bazat pe revolutia lor orbitald, iar calitatea vietii
umane reflecta efectul sunetelor ceresti care sunt fizic
imperceptibile pentru urechea umana. Pornind de la
acest argument si de la observatia ca vitezele lor,
masurate prin distante, sunt In aceleasi rapoarte ca si
concordantele muzicale, Aristotel afirma ca sunetul
dat de miscarea circulara a stelelor este o armonie.
Platon a descris astronomia si muzica ca domenii
Jinfratite” ale recunoasterii senzuale: astronomia
pentru ochi, muzica pentru urechi iar ambele necesi-
tand cunoasterea proportiilor numerice. Boethius, in
influenta sa lucrare, De Musica, a descris trei categorii
de muzica:

1. musica mundana (denumita musica universalis),
2. musica humana (muzica corpului uman),
3. muzica realizata de cantareti si instrumentisti.

Boethius credea ca musica mundana poate fi des-
coperita prin intelect si ca ordinea gasita in ea este
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height of a musical note is inversely
proportional to the length of the chord that produces
it and that the intervals between harmonious sound
frequencies form simple numerical ratios. Pythagoras
held that the Sun, Moon and planets all emit their own
unique sound based on their orbital revolution, and
that the quality of human life reflects the effect of the
celestial sounds which are physically imperceptible
to the human ear. From this argument and from the
observation that their speeds, measured through
distances, give the same ratios as their musical equiv-
alents, Aristotle claimed that the sound emitted by
the circular motion of the stars is a harmony. Plato
described astronomy and music as “sister” fields of
sensory recognition: astronomy for the eyes, music
for the ears, but both of them requiring the knowl-
edge of numeric proportions. Boethius, in his influent
work, De Musica, described three categories of music:

1. musica mundana (called musica universalis)
2. musica humana (the music of the human body)
3. music created by singers and instrument players

Boethius thought that musica mundana can be
discovered through the intellect and that the order
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aceeasi cu cea din muzica audibila ambele reflectand
frumusetea lui Dumnezeu.

Pitagora sustinea faptul ca numerele reprezinta
limbajul naturii, descoperind o relatie fundamentala
intre muzica si matematica. Exista o relatie in naturg,
o unitate In diversivitatea ei iar armonia este o stare
premergdtoare frumusetii. Din punct de vedere
muzical aceasta relatie poate fi rezumata astfel:
o coarda intinsa, vibrand ca un intreg, produce un
sunet. Armonicele acestuia sunt produse prin impar-
tirea corzii Intr-un numar exact de parti. Sistemul lui
Pitagora este construit prin suprapuneri de cvinte
perfecte, reprezentand succesiunea naturala a sune-
telor. Pornind de la nota Do, In sens ascendent se pot
forma 12 cvinte naturale iar in sens descendent, alte
12 cvinte naturale. Asezdnd acest material sonor
intr-o ordine ascendenta, in cadrul unei octave, vom
obtine gama netemperata pitagoreicd, formata din
sunetele rezultate din lantul de cvinte naturale. Sis-
temul netemperat pitagoreic are un singur tip de
coma numitd ,,coma pitagoreica”. Semitonul diatonic,
numit [ymma este mai mic decat semitonul cromatic,
denumit apotom, adica o coma pitagoreica. Se re-
marca faptul ca lymma este cel mai mic semiton
diatonic, iar apotom cel mai mare semiton cromatic
dintre toate sistemele de intonatie.

Faptul ca intervalele sunt cele ce se regasesc in
armonicele sunetului fundamental, fac din sistemul
netemperat pitagoreic unul propice pentru manifes-
tarea expresiva a melodiei. De asemenea acesta este
utilizat si pentru acordajul instrumentelor cu coarde.
Pitagora a descoperit ca armoniile care suna placut
auzului, corespund diviziunii exacte a corzii prin
numere intregi. Pentru pitagoricieni aceasta desco-
perire are o forta mistica majora. Miscarile astrelor,
ale planetelor, au reprezentat pentru ei ceea ce au
denumit ca fiind ,muzica sferelor”. Miscarea cerurilor
nu este altceva decat o ampla simfonie, o muzica pe
mai multe voci, totul fiind intr-o continua vibratie
pornind de la microcosmos pana la macrocosmos. De
exemplu Intr-un atom, particulele stabile sunt conso-
nante, iar cele instabile, disonante. Muzica particule-
lor elementare a fost estimata de Joel Sternheimer a
se situa cu 60-70 octave mai sus decat sunetele
audibile (ultrasunetele). La polul opus, sunetele
emise de o gaurd neagra din constelatia Perseu, au
frecvente de peste cateva milioane de ori mai joase
decat limita de audibilitate a urechii umane, repre-
zentand la ora actualad cea mai joasa nota descoperita
in Univers (infrasunetul).

In Universul material totul vibreaza. Stelele trans-
mit unde electromagnetice variabile 1n timp si spatiu.
Sunetele au aceleasi proprietatii ondulatorii ca
lumina. Una din carateristicile sunetului consta in
fenomenul vibratiei ce apare instantaneu odata cu
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within it is the same as the one in the music we can
hear, both of them reflecting the beauty of God.

Pythagoras claimed that numbers are the lan-
guage of nature by discovering a fundamental rela-
tion between music and mathematics. There is a
relation in nature, a unity in its diversity, and har-
mony is a state precursor to beauty. From a musical
standpoint, this relation can be summarized thus:
a strung chord, vibrating as a whole, produces a
sound. Its harmonics are produced by dividing the
string in an exact number of parts. Pythagoras’ sys-
tem is built upon overlapping perfect fifths, repre-
senting the natural succession of the sounds. Starting
from C and going up there are 12 fifths that can be
formed, and going down - another 12 natural fifths.
By arranging this sonorous material in ascending
order, in an octave, we get the untempered Pythago-
rean scale, made up of sounds resulted from the
chain of natural fifths. The untempered Pythagorean
system has only one type of comma, called the
“Pythagorean comma”. The diatonic semitone, called
the lymma, is smaller than the chromatic semitone,
called an apotom, i.e. a Pythagorean comma. Note
that the lymma is the smallest diatonic semitone,
while the apotom is the largest chromatic semitone
out of all intonation systems.

The fact that the intervals are those found in
the harmonics of the fundamental sound makes the
Pythagorean untempered system suitable for expres-
sively manifesting the melody. It is also used when
tuning string instruments. Pythagoras discovered
that the harmonics that are pleasant to the ear cor-
respond to the exact division of the chord through
integer numbers. For Pythagoreans, this discovery
has a major mystical force. For them, the movements
of the stars and the planets were what they called
“the music of the spheres”. The movement of the
skies is nothing but an ample symphony, a music on
several voices, everything in a continuous vibration,
starting from the microcosm all the way to the mac-
rocosm. The music of elementary particles was
estimated by Joel Sternheimer at about 60-70 octaves
higher than what we can hear (ultrasounds). At the
opposite end, the sounds emitted by a black hole in
the Perseus constellation have frequencies several
million times lower than the human ear can perceive
and are currently the lowest notes discovered in the
Universe (infrasound).

In the material Universe, everything vibrates.
Stars send electromagnetic waves that are variable
in time and space. Sounds have the same wave-like
properties as light. One of the characteristics of
sound is the vibration that appears at the same time
as it is produced. Vibration happens automatically,
sometimes unwillingly from our part. The applications
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producerea sa. El se produce automat, uneori inde-
pendent de vointa noastra. Aplicatiile fenomenului de
rezonanta/vibratie sunt nelimitate si posibile in orice
domeniu, iar sunetele creeaza, sustin sau distrug
continuu, neincetat. Pitagora spunea ca exista o armo-
nie si o ordine matematica divina in toata manifesta-
rea, oriunde am privi.

[ata cateva exemple: daca suflam intr-un fluier si
punem o mana la capatul lui vom sesiza trecerea unei
coloane de aer prin el. In functie de ce notd obtinem,
coloana de aer ce trece prin fluier va forma anumite
unde. In mod analog exista si unde (vibratii) care nu
pot fi ,vazute” dar pot fi dovedite stiintific, ca de
exemplu undele electromagnetice. Acestea au marimi
ce se propaga cu intensitatile unui caAmp electric si ale
unui camp magnetic, ca de exemplu undele radio.

Vibratiile au anumite forme, deoarece in calea lor
existd diverse elemente din naturd. Intalnind in calea
lor aceste obiecte, ele iau forme in functie de nsusi-
rile si proprietatile acelor ,obstacole” (aer, apa, gaz,
corp solid etc). Existenta acestor
insusiri este dovada ca vibratiile
au si forma. Grecii antici cunos-
teau sapte planete exact cat sunt
notele diatonice ale unei scari
muzicale. Conceptul de ,,muzica
sferelor” se datoreaza lui Pita-
gora care spunea ca planetele in
miscarea lor produc armonice.
in secolul 5 i.en., Pitagora con-
cepea spatiul dintre Pamant si
stelele asezate pe o sferd in jurul
Pamantului, ca fiind un interval
armonic perfect.

Cifra 4 reprezinta pentru
Pitagora ,radacina si temeiul
lucrurilor” el spunand ca numa-
rul 10 se naste din 4, deoarece
1+ 2+ 3+ 4 = 10. Decada

of resonance / vibration are limitless and possible in
any field, and sounds create, support or destroy con-
tinuously. Pythagoras said that there is a divine har-
mony and mathematical order in all that is manifest,
anywhere we look.

Here are some examples. If we blow through a
whistle and put a hand on its end we will perceive the
column air passing through it. Depending on the note,
the air column passing through the instrument will
form certain waves. Similarly there are also waves
(vibrations) that can’t be seen, but can be scientifically
proven, such as electromagnetic waves. They have
sizes that propagate with the intensities of an electric
field or of a magnetic field, such as radio waves.

Vibrations have certain shapes, because in their
path there are various elements of nature. By meet-
ing these objects, they shape themselves according
to the qualities and properties of these “obstacles”
(air, water, gas, solids etc.). These qualities are the
proof that vibrations also have a shape. The ancient
Greeks knew seven planets,
exactly the same number as the
diatonic notes of a musical scale.
We owe the concept of “music of
the spheres” to Pythagoras, who
said that in their movement
planets produce harmonics. In
the 5% century BC, Pythagoras
viewed the space between Earth
and the stars placed on a sphere
around the Earth as a perfect
harmonic interval.

For Pythagoras, the number 4
is “the root and foundation of all
things”. He said that the number
10 is born from 4, because 1 +
2 + 3 + 4 =10. The decad (the
number 10) is, therefore, a com-
plete ensemble, a closed cycle to

(nr.10) este astfel un ansamblu
complet, un ciclu inchis la care nu mai este nimic de
adaugat, iar tetrada sacra (1, 2, 3, 4) are analogie cu
geometria. Astfel: 1 - corespunde punctului, 2 - liniei,
3 - suprafetelor, 4 - corpurilor, etalon fiind cubul.
Patru exprima asadar opera realizata prin care ni se
dezvaluie arta, creatia si cel care a creat-o.

Johannes Kepler era convins de faptul ca orbitele
planetare sunt aranjate intr-o progresie (secventa)
unde fiecare plan orbital reprezinta o coarda a unui
instrument, ca in legea lui Titius-Bode. Kepler a deco-
dificat miscarea planetelor in trei legi ce 1i poarta
numele, ultima fiind publicata in cartea Armoniile
Lumii. El pleaca de la principiul sunetului grav ce
corespunde planetei lente, adica lui Saturn, pentru
care fixeaza nota de debut, Sol.
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which there is nothing to be
added, and the sacred Tetrad (1, 2, 3, 4) has analogies
with geometry. As such: 1 corresponds to the point,
unity; 2 - to the line; 3 - to surfaces; 4 - to bodies,
with the benchmark being the cube. The number 4
therefore expresses the finished work through which
art, creation and the creator are revealed.

Johannes Kepler was certain that planetary orbits
are arranged in a progression (sequence) where each
orbital plan represents the chord of an instrument,
like in the Titius-Bode law. Kepler decoded the move-
ment of planets in three laws bearing his name, the
last one published in the book Harmonies of the World.
He begins from the principle of the low sound which
corresponds to Saturn, the slow planet, to which he
attributes the starting note, G.
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De la antici si pana astazi, muzica si astronomia
s-au complementat in Intelegerea Universului. Stiinta
moderna a descoperit radioastronomia, transformand
in realitate vechiul mit al muzicii sferelor despre care
se spunea ca exista dar nu poate fi perceputa. O data
cu dezvoltarea tehnologica omul a transpus in reali-
tatea perceptibila ceea ce parea doar ideatic. Astazi
se pot asculta sunetele emise de stele, pulsari, quasari,
dar si a planetelor cu magnetosfera. Pamantul este
o planeta cu magnetosfera si emite sunete in spatiu,
detectabile prin cercetari si tehnici speciale de obser-
vatie/ascultare. Activitatea geomagneticd se afla
intr-o stransa corelatie cu activitatea solara, produ-
candu-se furtuni geomagnetice atunci cand o eruptie
puternica atinge Pamantul. O data cu lansarea in
spatiu a doi sateliti Radiation Belt Storm Probe, in
data de 30 august 2012, unul dintre ei a reusit sa
inregistreze un fenomen acustic cunoscut sub numele
de ,corul Pamantului”. Craig Kletzing cel care con-
duce echipa de cercetatori a explicat ca sunetele sunt
emise de particulele incarcate energetic din straturile
superioare ale magnetosferei PAamantului, inainte ca
acestea sa fie prinse in miscarea generata de campu-
rile circulare de radiatii din jurul planetei.

in secolul XVIII, filozoful Gottfried Wilhelm von
Leibniz (1646 — 1716), spunea: ,muzica este un exer-
citiu matematic secret, iar cel ce se ocupa de ea nu-si
di seama ci se ocupa de numere”. In aceeasi perioads,
Johann Sebastian Bach (1685 - 1750) si-a cifrat, prin
coduri muzicale numele si unele dintre compozitiile
sale. In vechea notatie muzicald german, litera A era
asociata notei La, B insemna Si-bemol, C era Do, iar
H - Si becar, iar Bach si-a putut scrie numele sau,
B A C H pe note : Si bemol - La - Do - Si becar. O alta
criptare folosita de Bach se baza pe stiinta numerelor,
Gematria (diferitd de geometrie). Atribuind fiecarei
litere din alfabet un numar corespunzator, A = 1,
B =2, C = 3, etc,, se obtine BACH = 14 iar numele sau
complet, Johann Sebastian Bach = 41. Piotr llici Ceai-
kovsky in Suita pentru orchestra op.53, in prima
miscare, cripteazad sonor numele fratelui sau Anatoly,
pe sotia si fiica lor. Sistemul folosit de Ceaikovsky este
similar cu cel utilizat mai tarziu de Maurice Ravel si
Claude Debussy. Numindu-si una dintre lucrari Varia-
tiunile Enigma, compozitorul Edward Elgar aduce o
noua provocare care a generat multe speculatii, dar
care nu a primit niciodata un raspuns concludent. Se
crede ca Enigma implica o melodie ascunsa in care
fiecare variatiune reprezintd o criptograma muzicala.
Aici este vorba de numele unor cunostinte apropiate
printre care se afla sotia lui Elgar, Alice, prietenul si
editorul lui Augustus J. Jaeger si Elgar insusi.

In evolutia muzicii sferelor numele lui Franco de
Cologne este de mentionat prin lucrarea, ,Ars cantus
mensurabilis” (Arta masurabili de a canta). In aceasta
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From Antiquity to nowadays, music and astronomy
have complemented each other in understanding the
Universe. Modern science has discovered radio
astronomy, turning to reality the old myth of the
music of the spheres, which was said to exist, but not
able to be perceived. With advances in technology,
mankind has brought to perceivable reality that which
seemed to only be conceived in thought. Today we can
listen to the sounds of stars, pulsars, quasars, but also
of planets that have a magnetosphere. The Earth is a
planet that has a magnetosphere and emits sounds in
space, detectable through special research and obser-
vation/listening techniques. The geomagnetic activity
is strongly linked to solar activity, which geomagnetic
storms starting when a powerful eruption touched
the Earth. With the launching of two Radiation Belt
Storm Probe satellites on August 30", 2012, one of
them managed to record an acoustic phenomenon
known as “the Earth’s choir”. Craig Kletzing, who leads
the team of researchers, explained that the sounds are
emitted by energetically charged particles in the
upper layers of the Earth's magnetosphere, before
they get caught up in the motion generated by the
circular radiation fields around the planet.

In the 18™ century, the philosopher Gottfried Wil-
helm von Leibniz (1646-1716) said: “music is secret
mathematical exercise, and whoever deals with it
does not realize that he is dealing with numbers”.
Around the same time, Johann Sebastian Bach
(1685-1750) encoded his name and some of his com-
positions through musical codes. Bach could write
his name with notes - B A C H: B flat, A, C, B natural.
In German musical nomenclature, in which the note
B natural is named H and the B flat named B. Another
encryption used by Bach was based on the science of
numbers, the Gematria (which is different from
geometry). By attributing a number to each letter of
the alphabet, A =1, B =2, C = 3 and so on you get
BACH = 14, and his full name, Johann Sebastian
Bach = 41. Pyotr Ilyich Tchaikovsky, in his “Suite for
Orchestra”, Op. 53, encrypts the name of his wife, his
daughter and his brother, Anatoly through the sounds
of the first movement. The system used by Tchaik-
ovsky is similar to one used later by Maurice Ravel
and Claude Debussy. By naming one of his works The
Enigma Variations, composer Edward Elgar sets a
new challenge that has generated much speculation,
but never received a conclusive answer. It is thought
that “Enigma” involves a hidden melody in which
every variation is a musical cryptogram. Here we
have the names of close acquaintances, among which
Elgar’s wife, Alice, his friend and editor Augustus
J. Jaeger and Elgar himself.

In the evolution of the music of the spheres, the
name of Franco de Cologne comes to mind through
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el aincercat sa codifice tonalitatea sunetelor si durata
acestora, notele fiind fie lungi (Intregi), fie scurte
(o treime din nota intreaga).

Calugarul benedictin Guido d’Arezzo (n.991/992 - d.
dupa 1033) va da numele notelor prin care se exprima
si muzicienii de astazi. Sistemul inventat de acesta
folosea sunetele ,Ut, Re, Mi, Fa, Sol, La, Si” pentru
a reprezenta o octava. Denumirea celor sapte note
se finaliza cu o vocala ceea ce permitea sa fie cantate
simplu. Ulterior sunetul ,Ut” este inlocuit in seco-
lul XVI cu sunetul ,Do” de la cuvantul latinesc ,Domi-
nus”(Dumnezeu).Interpretarea sistemului actual de
notatie muzicala arata astfel:

Do - Dominus - Dumnezeu;

Re - rerum - materie;

Mi - miraculum - miracol;

Fa - familias planetarium - familia planetelor, a
sistemului solar;

Sol - solis - soare;

La - lactea via - Calea Lactee;

Si - siderae - stelele.

Compozitorul roman Corneliu Cezar (1937-1997),
in ,Tratatul sau de Sonologie - Spre o hermeneutica
a muzicii”, face o analogie Intre longitudinile geo-
centrice ale Soarelui parcurse intr-un an si notele
muzicale:

0 30 60 90 120 150 180
210 240 270 300 330

Do Do# Re Mib  Mi Fa Fa#
Sol Lab La Sib Si

Ideea ca universul e guvernat de numere a fasci-
nat pe toti marii matematicieni, fizicieni, filosofi ai
lumii. Probabil ca nici un alt numar nu ilustreaza mai
bine aceasta idee si nu a fost inconjurat de atata
faima si mister ca numadrul phi, ¢, cunoscut si sub
numele de numarul de aur, sectiunea, raportul sau
proportia de aur. Simbolul ¢ reprezintd prima litera
din numele sculptorului grec Phidias considerat a fi
primul artist care a utilizat ,proportia de aur” in
creatiile sale, printre care se numara statuia lui Zeus
din templul Olympia si Parthenonul din Atena. Defi-
nit de Euclid cu mai bine de douad mii de ani in urma,
numarul irational phi = 1,618(033).....pare implicat
peste tot in natura: de la cristale, conurile de pin,
cochiliile melcilor si dispunerea petalelor florilor,
pana la forma galaxiilor. Prezenta ,sectiunii de aur”
a fost demonstrata in constructia piramidelor, in
picturile lui Leonardo da Vinci sau in sculpturile lui
Constantin Brancusi. Paul Larson, profesor la Uni-
versitatea Temple, a descoperit ,sectiunea de aur” in
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his work, Ars cantus mensurabilis (The Measurable art
of Singing). In it he tried to encrypt the tonality and
duration of sounds, with notes being either long (full)
or short (a third of a full note).

The Benedictine monk Guido d’Arezzo (b.
991/992 - d. after 1033) would give names to the
notes that musicians use to express themselves today.
The system he invented used the sounds “Ut, Re, Mi,
Fa, Sol, La, Si” to represent an octave. The names of
the seven notes ended with a vowel, which allowed
them to be sung easily. Later, the “Ut” sound would be
replaced in the 16" century with “Do” (C) from the
Latin word “Dominus” (God). The interpretation of
the current musical notation system is the following:

Do - Dominus - God

Re - rerum - matter

Mi - miraculum - miracle

Fa - familias planetarium - the family of the plan-
ets, of the solar system

Sol - solis - sun

La - lactea via - the Milky Way

Si - siderae - the stars

The Romanian composer Corneliu Cezar (1937-1997),
in his “Treatise on Sonology - Towards a Hermeneu-
tics of Music”, makes an analogy between the geocen-
tric longitudes that the Sun crosses in a year and
musical notes:

0 30 60 90 120 150 180
210 240 270 300 330

Do Do# Re Mib  Mi Fa Fa#
Sol Lab La Sib Si

The idea that the universe is governed by numbers
has fascinated all the great mathematicians, physicists
and philosophers of the world. Probably no other
number illustrates this idea better and has not been
surrounded by more fame and mystery than the num-
ber phi - ¢ -, also known as “the golden number”, “the
golden section”, “the golden ratio” or “the golden
proportion”. The symbol ¢ represents the first letter
in the name of the Greek sculptor Phidias, considered
to be the first artist ever to use “the golden ratio” in
his works, among which the statue of Zeus from the
Temple of Olympia and the Parthenon in Athens.
Defined by Euclid over two thousand years ago, the
irrational number phi = 1.1618(033) seems to be
involved everywhere in nature: from crystals, pine
cones, snail shells and the way petals are arranged on
flowers to the shapes of galaxies. The presence of “the
golden ratio” has been demonstrated in the construc-
tion of the pyramids, in Leonardo da Vinci’s paintings
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cea mai veche cantare bisericeascd, Kyrie Eleison, din
misa gregoriand, care se interpreteaza de peste
600 de ani. Cum lucrarile muzicale sunt impartite in
unitati egale de timp, numite masuri, matematicianul
John Putz a analizat rapoartele dintre numarul
masurilor dintre cele trei sectiuni ale sonatelor lui
Mozart pentru pian. Aceasta cercetare a condus, in
marea majoritate a analizelor, la proportia de aur
(phi). Roy Howat, profesor la Universitatea din Cam-
bridge sustine in volumul sau Debussy in proportie,
faptul ca prin inovatiile armonice, modale, prin
scara hexatonica formata numai din tonuri (modul 1
cu transpozitie limitata in sistemul compozitorului
Olivier Messiaen), Debussy a influentat multi com-
pozitori.

Howat prezinta ca exemplu, lucrarea pentru pian
solo, ,Reflectii in apa”, in care acesta utilizeaza relatii
si raporturi numerice specifice sirului lui Fibonacci
in melodie, armonie si ritm (respectiv 1, 2, 3,5, 8, 13,
21, 33, 54 etc.). Compozitorul Alban Berg si-a con-
struit concertul de camera pe structura de trei
masuri, cu trei teme distincte, aduse la vocile celor
trei familii de instrumente utilizate (pian, coarde,
suflitori). In 1907, Zoltan Kodaly scrie Méditation pe
o tema de Claude Debussy. La fel ca in fuga din Muzica
pentru percutie, celestd si coarde a lui Bela Bartdk,
lucrarea se deschide in piano si se incheie in pianis-
simo, cu un punct culminant central marcat in fortis-
simo. Daca se numara masurile acestei lucrari sunt
508. Raportul de aur al lui 508 este 314 (cel mai
apropiat numar intreg) si acest lucru se Intampla
exact in mijlocul celor doua masuri de climax (fff).
Aceastd forma mai poartd denumirea de arc (ABA).
Sectiunea de aur se gaseste si in operele compozito-
rilor roméani. La Dumitru Capoianu o parte din com-
pozitii sunt create pe baza unor programe pe
calculator. Compozitorul Wilhelm Georg Berger rea-
lizeaza mai multe tipuri de moduri (scari muzicale)
denumite specii care se diferentiaza in functie de
valoarea unitatii de masura.Criticul Eduard Hanslick
(1825-1904) a exprimat relatia dintre muzica si
matematica In volumul sau ,Frumosul in muzicd -
o contributie la revizuirea esteticii muzicale, spunand,
citez: ,Muzica naturii si muzica omului tin de doua
categorii distincte. Traducerea celei dintai in cea de-a
doua trece prin stiinfa matematicii”. Ideea care se
detaseaza este faptul ca raportul de aur si geometria
sacra din spatele acestor opere confera acestora
simetria, proportia si frumusetea ei placuta din punct
de vedere estetic.

Mario Livio in cartea sa Sectiunea de Aur — Poves-
tea lui phi, cel mai uimitor numdr, spune ca cifra trei
a fost consideratd, citez: ,primul adevarat numar
masculin”, dar si ,numarul armoniei”, dat fiind ca el
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and in the sculptures of Constantin Brancusi. Paul
Larson, a professor at Temple University, has discov-
ered “the golden ratio” in the oldest canticle - Kyrie
Eleison - of the Gregorian mass, which has been sung
for over 600 years. Since musical works are divided
into equal time units, called measures, mathematician
John Putz has analyzed the ratios between the num-
bers of measures in the three sections of Mozart’s
piano sonatas. This research has led, in the vast
majority of cases, to the golden ratio. Roy Howat, a
professor at Cambridge University argues in his book,
Debussy in Proportion, that through the harmonic and
modal innovations in the hexatonic scale consisting
of only tones (mode 1 with limited transposition in
composer Olivier Messiaen’s system) Debussy has
influenced many composers.

Howat gives as an example the work for piano solo,
“Reflections in the water”, where Debussy uses
numeric relations and ratios specific to the Fibonacci
sequence in the melody, the harmony and the rhythm
(ie.1,2,3,5,8,13, 21, 33, 54 etc.). Composer Alban
Berg constructed his chamber concert on a structure
of three measures, with three distinct themes, brought
to the voices of the three families of instruments that
are used (piano, strings and wind instruments). In
1907, Zoltan Kodaly writes Méditation on a theme by
Claude Debussy. Just like the fugue from Bela Bartok’s
Music for Strings, Percussion & Celesta, the work opens
in piano and ends in pianissimo, with a central climax
marked fortissimo. If we count the measures of this
work we find out there are 508. The golden ratio for
508 is 314 (the closest integer number), and this
happens exactly in the middle of the two climax meas-
ures (fff). This is also known as an “arc” (ABA). The
golden ratio can be found in works by Romanian
composers as well. Some of Dumitru Capoianu’s com-
positions area created based on some computer pro-
grams. Composer Wilhelm Georg Berger creates
several types of modes (musical scales) called species
that differ based on the value of the unit of measure-
ment. Critic Eduard Hanslick (1825-1904) has
expressed the relation between music and mathemat-
ics in his book On the Musically Beautiful: A Contribu-
tion Towards the Revision of the Aesthetics of Music as:
“The music of nature and the music of man are set in
two distinct categories. In order to translate the first
into the second one must pass through the science of
mathematics.” The idea to take away from this is that
the golden ratio and the sacred geometry behind
these works offers them their symmetry, proportion
and aesthetically pleasing beauty.

In his book, The Golden Ratio: The Story of Phi, the
World’s Most Astonishing Number, Mario Livio says
that the number 3 has been considered “the first



combind unitatea (cifra 1) si diviziunea (cifra 2).
Pentru pitagoreici, cifra 3 era impara deoarece are
un Inceput, un mijloc si un sfarsit, spre deosebire de
2 care nu are mijloc. Expresia geometrica a cifrei 3
este triunghiul, pentru ca trei puncte nesituate pe
aceeasi dreaptd determind un triunghi iar aria aces-
tuia contine doua dimensiuni.

Lucrarile lui Matila Ghyka, Incepand cu Estetica
proportiilor in naturd si artd sintetizeaza si constru-
iesc o teorie a proportiei de aur aratand ca atat in
cazul plantelor cat si al animalelor exista o preferinta
pentru figura pentagonala legata de sectiunea de aur.
Inscrierea in pentagrami a omului nu este altceva
decat omul vitruvian al lui Leonardo da Vinci, aratand
ca masurdtorile corpului uman demonstreaza pro-
portiile asimilate numarului de aur. De asemenea
pentagrama a fost un simbol al sanatatii si al cunoas-
terii In scoala lui Pitagora fiind totodata o modalitate
prin care adeptii se recunoasteau intre ei. Penta-
grama poate fi interpretata si ca sigiliul regelui
Solomon, perspectiva ce si-a avut originea in legenda
care spunea faptul ca Inteleptul rege stapanea demo-
nii prin intermediul unui inel de sigiliu pe care era
gravat , Tetragramatonul” (YHVH).

truly masculine number”, but also “the number of
harmony”, since it combines the unit (1) and division
(2). For the Pythagoreans, the number 3 is odd
because it has a beginning, a middle and an end, as
opposed to 2, which has no middle. The geometric
expression of 3 is the triangle, because three points
that do not all lie on the same straight line determine
a triangle, and its surface contains two dimensions.
The works of Matila Ghyka, starting with Esthétique
des proportions dans la nature et dans les arts, compile
and build a theory of the golden ratio by showing that
in the case of both plants and animals there is a pref-
erence for the pentagon shape linked to the golden
ratio. Man inserted in a pentagram is precisely
Leonardo da Vinci’s Vitruvian Man, which shows that
the measurements of the human body express the
proportions assimilated in the golden ratio. The pen-
tagram is also a symbol of health and knowledge in
the Pythagorean school, while also being a way the
adepts could recognize each other. The pentagram can
also be interpreted as King Solomon’s seal, a view
originating in the legend that the wise king could
impose his will on demons through a seal ring
engraved with the Tetragrammaton (YHVH). m




Photo credits: CLAUDIU IONESCU
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Peter Rasmussen
(un omagiu primului
Mare Maestru al ACGL)

Peter Rasmussen a fost primul
Mare Maestru al American Canadian
Grand Lodge din Germania.

Loja al carei membru sunt, Alt
Heidelberg Fidelitas nr. 821, are o
datorie de onoare, aceea de a Ingriji
mormantul fratelui Pete, cum i se
spunea pe vremea lui. Acestui
demers nobil s-a alaturat si loja
Peter M. Rasmussen nr. 916 din
Worms.

Peter Rasmussen a lasat toata
agoniseala sa de o viata Marii Loji, al
carei prim Mare Maestru a fost in
1962 - American Canadian Grand
Lodge. Sotia lui, Johanna, cu care s-a

Peter Rasmussen
(a tribute to the first
Grand Master of ACGL)

Peter Rasmussen was the first
Grand Master of the American Cana-
dian Grand Lodge in Germany.

The lodge of which | am a mem-
ber, Alt Heidelberg Fidelitas No. 821,
has an honorary duty to tend the
grave of Brother Pete, as he was
called in his day. The Peter M. Ras-
mussen lodge No. 916, from Worms,
has joined in this noble cause.

Peter Rasmussen left all his life's
work to the Grand Lodge of which
he was the first Grand Master in
1962 - the American Canadian
Grand Lodge. His wife, Johanna,
whom he married in 1955, had

casatorit in 1955, decedase si, asa

cum se Intdmplad in majoritatea cazurilor, lasi moste-
nire celor dragi tot ce ai agonisit in viata. Alaturi de
familie, masoneria fusese viata lui Peter Rasmussen.
Loja Alt Heidelberg a fost casa lui, 1a propriu.

* % %

Pe insula Long Island din sudul Danemarcei s-a
nascut fiul unui comerciant danez pe nume Rasmus
Jergensen si al sotiei sale Emily (Baker).

Acesta a fost Peter Marius Rasmussen, ndscut la
3 iunie 1894.

Cand Peter avea 9 ani, tatal sau si-a vandut aface-
rea, a mutat familia la Copenhaga si a plecat pe mare
ca un adevarat danez. A fost pompier pe ,SS United
States” si nu se intorcea des acasa, astfel ca familia lui
Peter nu l-a vazut prea des. Peter a mers la scoala
pana la varsta de 14 ani si apoi a mers sa lucreze
pentru unchiul sau la ferma sa de pe insulda. Ambitia
sa reald era si devina profesor. Inconjurat de api
sarata, zeul marii Neptun a intrat si in sufletul lui si,
la fel ca tatal sau, Peter a plecat pe mare la varsta de
16 ani. Lucrand pe un velier ca marinar, si-a inceput
calatoria In largul marii.

Prima aventura l-a dus Intr-o cdldtorie dus-intors
in Danemarca, Norvegia, Suedia si Germania. La varsta
de 18 ani s-a alaturat armatei daneze. Spera cu ade-
varat sa se alature puscasilor marini, dar acest lucru
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passed away and, as in most cases,
you bequeath to your loved ones all that you have
achieved in life. Along with his family, Freemasonry
had been Peter Rasmussen's life. The Alt Heidelberg
Lodge was his home, literally.

* % %

On the southern Danish island of Long Island, a
son was born to a Danish merchant named Rasmus
Jergensen and his wife Emily (Baker).

It was Peter Marius Rasmussen, born on 3 June
1894.

When Peter was 9 years old, his father sold his
business, moved the family to Copenhagen and went
to sea like a real Dane. He was a fireman on the 'SS
United States' and did not return home frequently, so
that Peter's family did not see him very often. Peter
went to school until he was 14 and then went to work
for his uncle on his island farm. His real ambition was
to become a teacher. Surrounded by salt water, the
sea-god Neptune got into his system and like his
father, Peter went to sea at the age of 16. Working on
a sailing ship as a deckhand, he started his journey
on the high seas.

The first adventure took him to Denmark, Norway,
Sweden and Germany on a round trip. At the age
of 18 he joined the Danish Army. He was really hop-
ing to join the Marines, but this did not materialize



nu s-a materializat si a ramas in Infanterie. Dupa
stagiul militar, s-a intors pe mare, mergand mai departe,
pana cand a ajuns pe tarmurile Statelor Unite, la Savan-
nah, Georgia. Dar nu a facut acest lucru din proprie
vointd, deoarece a avut nevoie de o apendicectomie.
Inci foarte tanar si dornic de aventurs, Peter a acceptat
postul de intendent pe un vas cu patru catarge, iar visul
sau de a deveni puscas marin s-a Implinit in parte,
pentru ca la bordul navei se aflau marinari si puscasi
marini ca artileristi si paznici.

In aceastd perioadd, mama lui Peter s-a mutat
la Oconomowoe, Wisconsin, unde el i s-a alaturat.
Aici, Peter a dobandit o
experienta noua si vari-
ata si chiar a facut un
stagiu Tn armata, ca re-
crut, la Chicicath, Ohio.
La 5 decembrie 1918, la
cinci zile dupa incheie-
rea Primului Razboi
Mondial, Peter a fost eli-
berat din serviciul mili-
tar si a plecat direct la
New York, unde a deve-
nit timonier pe un trau-
ler, iIndreptandu-se spre
noi si mai mari aventuri.
Dar nu si-a uitat nicio-
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and he stayed in the Infantry. After his military stint,
he went back to sea, going farther out, until he came
to the shores of the United States at Savannah, Geor-
gia. But he did this not of his own volition, as he
required an appendectomy. Still very young and
craving adventure, Peter took on the job of Quarter-
master on a fourmaster, and his dream of becoming
a Marine came true in part, for aboard ship were
Sailors and Marines as gunners and guards.

During this period Peter's mother moved to Ocono-
mowoe, Wisconsin, where he joined her. Here Peter
gained new and varied experience and even took a
hitch in the Army as
a draftee at Chicicath,
Ohio. On 5 December,
1918 five days after the
end of WW |, Peter was
released from the mili-
tary service and went
straight to New York
where he became the
helmsman on a trawler,
steering course for
newer and greater
adventure. But he
never forgot his mother
and visited her often.
After some time hired

data mama si a vizitat-o
des. Dupa un timp, s-a angajat pe o nava a Postei State-
lor Unite si a calatorit in Anglia, Irlanda, Germania si
inapoi in Statele Unite. De fiecare data cand vasul sau
ancora, mergea sa fsi
vada mama, care Isi
vanduse ferma din Wis-
consin si se mutase in
Wheaton, Illinois.

Dupa varsta de 30 de
ani nu a mai calatorit pe
mare. Intre iunie si oc-
tombrie 1925, Peter a
devenit francmason,
fiind initiat, devenind
calfa si apoi maestru in
Loja Wheaton nr. 269,
Wheaton Illinois. De ase-
menea, s-a alaturat unui
capitul Royal Arch si a
devenit Maestru al pro-
priei loji. In 1944, a fost
detasat la Departamen-
tul Marinei din Brooklyn,
New York, primind tot-
odata gradul 32 in Con-

sistoriul Brooklyn, RSAA.

on a United States Mail
ship and traveled to England, Ireland, Germany and
back to the U.S. Whenever his ship was in drydock he
would join his mother, who had sold their farm in
Wisconsin and moved
to Wheaton, Ill.

Atthe age of 30 he
was washed ashore
and turned landlub-
ber. Between June
and October of 1925,
Peter became a Free-
mason and was Ini-
tiated, Passed and
Raised in Wheaton
Lodge No. 269, Whe-
aton Illinois. He also
joined the Royal
Arch Chapter in his
adopted home and
became Master of his own lodge. In 1944 he received
an appointment in the Navy Department in Brooklyn,
New York, where he also became a 32 Mason in the
Brooklyn Consistory, ASSR.

Bro. Peter came to Heidelberg in 1946 and held
a position in the EUCOM Signal Center. Later he
worked for Deutsche Post in Heidelberg. After 1956,
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Fratele Peter a venit la Heidelberg in 1946 si a avut
un post in cadrul Centrului de comunicatii EUCOM.
Ulterior, a lucrat la Deutsche Post in Heidelberg. Dupa
1956, Bro. Pete a decis sa 1si dedice viata pentru a le
oferi americanilor din Germania accesul la masonerie
in Heidelberg.

Acest lucru a devenit realitate in 1962, cand a
devenit primul Mare Maestru al Marii Loji America-
no-Canadiene din cadrul Marilor Loji Unite din Ger-
mania. Din acel moment, Bro. Pete a lucrat neincetat
pentru Masonerie.

Fratele Pete a trait o viata linistita si retrasa alaturi
de sotia sa Johanna, cu care s-a casatorit In 1955.
Impreuni cu ei locuieste pisica lor, Moile. (fragment

Bro. Pete decided to devote his life to give Ameri-
cans in Germany Free Masonry and stayed in Hei-
delberg.

This finally came true in 1962, when he became
the first Grand Master of the American Canadian
Grand Lodge under the United Grand Lodges of Ger-
many. Since that time, Bro. Pete worked incessantly
for Freemasonry:.

Bro. Pete now lives a quiet and humble life with
his wife Johanna, whom he married in 1955. Living
with them is their cat Moile. (excerpt from the lauda-
tio in his honour, on table lodge, on his 75" birthday,
June 3 1969, Heidelberg)

din laudatio, fdcut la agapd, in
onoarea lui Peter Rasmussen,
pe 3 iunie 1969, cu ocazia
implinirii varstei de 75 de ani,
la Heidelberg)

k 3k ok

Fratele Peter M. Rasmussen,
mic de statura, cu ten luminos,
cu obraji rozalii, cu ochii zam-
bitori in spatele ochelarilor cu
rame aurii, benign, avea voce
blanda si maniere elegante, era
umil si totodata demn, mereu
gata sa ajute si sa sfatuiascs,
fiind total suprasolicitat.

Se stie ca participa la doua
instalari intr-o singura zi si
adesea, cand era chemat sa
participe la Marea Loja, apa-
rea pentru a tine un discurs
sau pentru a ajuta o Loja sa se
puna pe picioare dupa inche-
ierea lucrarilor Marii Loji.
Doamnele il adorau si parti-
cipa la toate capitulele Eastern
Star din tara. Mereu calm si
mereu zambitor, el organiza
intalnirile de weekend ale cor-
purilor rituale si, In acelasi
timp, se ocupa de problemele
maestrilor care participau.
(fragment din ,In the Begin-
ning’, text publicat initial in
TACT Vol. 1, No. 1, in iulie 1966,
condensat in martie 1980 de
ACGL si ,Reflections of a Foun-
der Member” scris de Eric A.
Ince PPDGM/PPJGW; publicat
de ACGL in februarie 1982)

Peter Marius Resmussen

geb. 3.6.1854

2.2t, Heidelberg/Boxberg
Altenheim "Louise-Ebert-Stiftung"®

Mein letzter Wille!

Im Falle meines Ablebens lege ich hiermit in Gegenwart
dieser beiden mir bakannten Zeugen els freie Willens-
erklirung, ohne fremden Zweng oder Beeinflussung durch
Dritte folgendes fest:

1.) Ich michte auf einem wiirdigen Platz, der kiuflich zu
erwerben ist, alleine in einer eigenen Grabstétte, auf
dem Heuptfriedhof in Heidelberg beerdigt werden.

Diese Grabstitte soll von designierten Mitgliedern der
"American-Cenadien Grosse Landesloge" gopflegt und unter-
halten werden,

2.) Mein gesamter persénlicher und wihrend der Ehe er-
worbener Besitz Ubereigne ich in vollen Unfenge der
"American-Canadian Grosse Landesloge", die auch ilber
dessen weitere Verwendung alleine entecheiden dartf.

3.) Die Art, die Hussere Form und der Zeitpunkt der
Beerdigung ist hliesslich in das E der
"Amcrican-Cenadisn Grosas Landesloge® gestellt. Sie
@lleine handelt in meinem Auftrage.

4.) Alle darifber hineus auftretenden Fragen nach meinem
Ableben, knnen nur von den gewdhlten Offizieren oder
frilheren Grossmeistern der "American-Canadian Grosse
Landesloge" mit Mehrheit emtschieden werden.

5.) Ich widerspreche allen snders gearteten Winachsn, die
denen unter Punkt 1 bis 4 fostgelegten widersprechen, oder
di¢ dem Sinne nach davon abweichen,

6.) Alle frilher gegebenen Erklirungen oder Winsche sind
durch dieses Testament gegenstandslos geworden.

In Zweifeleféllen ist der deutsche und englische Text
dieser Willenserklirung fir elle Teile bindend.

Hay the bond of friendship end fraternal allisnce unite
us in Heaven.

:""_—‘)
._/".«.jz?/ Z/’r- . A,?«';.;u_'“ e

Peter K. Rasmussen

Zeugen:

M }w?a &A{W

gegaben zu Heidelberg, am 20 Dezember 1974
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* % %

Brother Peter M. Rasmus-
sen, small of stature, fair of
complexion, rosy-cheeked, smi-
ley-eyed behind gold-rimmed
glasses, benign, was gentle of
manner and voice, humble,
dignified, ever ready to assist
and advise, and totally over-
worked.

He had been known to
attend two Installations in
one day, and often, when
summoned to attend Grand
Lodge, would show up to give
a talk or to help a Lodge get
on its feet after the Grand
Lodge business had been con-
cluded. The ladies adored
him, and he would attend
every Eastern Star Chapter in
the land. Ever calm and
always smiling, he would
organize weekend meetings
of the concordant chapters
and at the same time take
care of the problems of the
blue lodge Masters who were
attending. (excerpt from “In
the Beginning” originally pub-
lished in TACT Vol. 1, No. 1, in
July 1966, Condensed March
1980 by ACGL and “Reflections
of a Founder Member” written
by Eric A. Ince PPDGM/PP]GW;
published by the ACGL Febru-
ary 1982) m
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PETER RASMUSSEN - MASONIC RECORDS (EXCERPTS)

1925- Initiated, Passed and Raised in Wheaton Lodge No. 269, AF&AM, Wheaton Illinois. Served as WM 1932.
WM of Stuttgart-American Lodge, U.D., Grand Lodge of Connecticut for seven years, 1947-54. Elected
District Deputy Grand Master American Canadian Group, 1955-62. First Provincial Grand Master
American Canadian Provincial Grand Lodge 1962, Grand Treasurer 1965-69, Grand Treasurer Emeritus
1969. Holds Life membership in Alt Heidelberg Lodge, No. 821, and many other lodges in Europe and
USA.

1926- Exalted a Royal Arch Mason, Wheaton Chapter, No. 242, Wheaton, Illinois. Served as Excellent High
Priest 1933. Charter member Heidelberg Chapter No.4, RAM of Germany 1956. Elected Most Excellent
Grand High Priest RAM of Germany 1958-60.

1927- Greeted as Royal and Select Master, Oak Park Council,N0.93, Oak Park, Illinois. 1956 affiliated with
Heidelberg Council No.2 as a charter member and with Europe Council No.5, R&SM of Germany. Served
the latter as Illustrious Master 1960. Elected Most Illustrious Grand Master R&SM of Germany 1961.

1956- Knighted in the first class of Heidelberg Commandery No.2 Knight Templars of USA. Eminent Commander,
1963-64.

1965-69- Secretary-Recorder Heidelberg York Rite Bodies in Germany.

1969- Elected to York Cross of Honor.

1944- Received the fourth to thirty-second degrees, Brooklyn Consistory (New York), Ancient Accepted Scottish
Rite.

1954- Crossed the hot sands of the desert in Heidelberg under sponsorship of Aahmes Temple. 1964-69 Orator,
European Shrine Club. Life Member Heidelberg Shrine Oasis.

1947- Assisted in organizing and first elected Honorary member, Heidelberg Chapter No. 304, National
Sojourners.

1928- Welcomed to membership in Wheaton Chapter No.506, Order of the Eastern Star, Wheaton Illinois.
1952 joined Peace Chapter No.2 Stuttgart, Worthy Patron 1953-54. Life member Heidelberg Chapter
No.3,0ES.

1954- Organized Job's Daughters Bethal No.1, Stuttgart.

1967- Elected Honorary Senior DeMolay
Bro. Pete enjoyed membership, life or honorary, in almost every Masonic Body in Germany, elsewhere
in Europe and the USA.

A complete list would require much more space than is available.

Suffice to say, he holds a unique place in all our hearts.
(from “Mr Mason in Germany’, June 3, 1969)

AMERICAN CANADIAN GRAND LODGE
OFFICERS 1962-1963

ELECTED OFFICERS:
GRAND MASTER PETER M. RASMUSSEN
DEPUTY GRAND MASTER HORST VOLKHARDT
GRAND SENIOR WARDEN JOHN WADDEL
GRAND JUNIOR WARDEN ERIC A. INCE
GRAND TREASURER KERMIT PURCELL
GRAND SECRETARY WILLIAM E. SMITH

Many thanks for providing documents to Brethren: RAZVAN BILDEA, KENT CROTTY and WARD WILLIAMSON
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THOMAS W. JACKSON | Honorary Director, MASONIC FORUM Magazine

De ce alegem aceasta cale? Why do we take this road?

Acum cativa ani am trait urmatoarele doua expe-
riente in aceeasi zi. In primul rand, un avocat din
Liban, care avea mai multe diplome academice, se
afla In biroul meu. Voia sa
devina francmason. Era moti-
vat de cat de mult credea el
cd inseamna acest lucru pen-
tru lumea intreaga si de cata
influenta presupune acest
statut. Principala sursa de
informatii In acest sens era
mama lui. Omul venise atat
de entuziasmat Incat m-am
pomenit pentru prima oara in
situatia In care sa trebuiasca
sa explic ca Masoneria nu e

Several years ago, | experienced these two situa-
tions on the same day. First, an attorney from Leba-
non with multiple academic degrees was in my
office. He wanted to become
a Freemason because of how
much he thought it meant to
the world and how much
influence it had. His mother
was one of his major sources
of information. He was so
enthusiastic, that it became
the first time I found myself
downplaying the power and
influence of the Craft. That
evening | spoke at a lodge
meeting. Following the meet-

chiar atat de puternica si
influenti pe cat credea el. In aceeasi seard am vorbit
in cadrul unei tinute a unei loji. Dupa tinutd, unul
dintre membri a venit la mine si mi-a spus ca se gan-
dea sa se retragd, pentru ca e dezamagit de ce a
devenit Francmasoneria. M-am pomenit ci o apar. In
aceeasi zi m-am gasit prins intre idealismul si realis-
mul care a devenit Francmasoneria.

[storia lumii e plina de numele celor care i-au con-
dus pe altii in lupta pentru libertatea tarilor lor. Poate
ca o parte dintre nume nu le cunoastem cu totii, dar
sunt consacrate in respectivele tari si zone de pe
mapamond. In Statele Unite ne sunt cunoscute multe
dintre numele patriotilor nostri de la inceputuri, care
au luptat pentru libertate.

Canada a avut si ea membri importanti ai guver-
nului care au fost masoni, printre care si sase
prim-ministri. Primul a fost Sir John A. MacDonald,
iar mai recent - Drept Onorabilul John G. Diefen-
baker. fi putem adiuga pe lista marilor masoni care
au faurit Canada pe fratii Joseph Brant, John Ross
Robertson si Reverendul William Lockridge Wright.
De la Prea Respectabilul Frate Bob Davies am aflat
despre influenta fratilor masoni din Politia Calare
Regalad a Canadei, care au avut o contributie majora
la dezvoltarea tarii lor.

Toti acesti oameni au avut cel putin un lucru in
comun: cu totii au fost francmasoni. Cu toti s-au for-
mat In cadrul unei loji masonice, unde au invatat
preceptele libertatii, independentei si egalitatii. Asta
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ing, a member talked with
me and told me that he was considering resigning
his membership because of his disappointment with
what Freemasonry had become, and I found myself
defending it. That day I found myself caught between
the idealism and the realism that has become Free-
masonry.

The history of the world is replete with the names
of men who have led in their country’s struggles for
freedom and liberty. Some of these names may not
be known to all of us but they are household names
in their respective countries and areas of the world.
In the United States, many of the names of our early
patriots who led in its struggles for freedom are well
known to most of us.

Canada has had its share of great government
leaders who were also Masons, including six Prime
Ministers. The first was Sir John A. MacDonald, and
more recently, Right Honourable John G. Diefenbaker.
We can add to that list Brothers such as Joseph Brant,
John Ross Robertson, and Most Rev. William Lock-
ridge Wright as Masonic greats who helped shape
Canada. I also learned from M. W. Brother Bob Davies
of the influence of Masonic brothers in the R.C.M.P.
who greatly impacted Canada’s development.

These men all had at least one thing in common.
They were all Freemasons. They were all nurtured in
a Masonic Lodge, where they were taught the pre-
cepts of freedom, liberty and equality. This is not to
imply that it was the Craft alone that made them the
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nu inseamna ca numai datorita Craftului au devenit
oameni mareti, insa nici nu poate fi doar o coincidenta
faptul ca toti cei care au condus lupta pentru libertate
in atat de multe tdri au fost francmasoni.

Istoria e plina si de alte nume pe care le veti
recunoaste: Hitler, Mussolini, Stalin, Franco, Tito si
Khomeini. Si ei aveau un lucru in comun: erau cu
totii dusmani ai Masoneriei.

Masonii au murit cu zecile de mii sub regimurile
lor din simplul motiv ca erau masoni. S-au schimbat
multe Tn anii ce au urmat, insa tiranii raman dusmani
ai Craftului nostru, lucru care nu ar trebui sa ne
deranjeze. Ar trebui sa le purtam ura cu mandrie, ca
pe o mantie, pentru ca a te opune tiraniei inseamna
a Imbratisa libertatea, iar acesta e caracterul esential
al Fraternitatii masonice.

De-a lungul istoriei ne-am ridicat mereu mai pre-
sus de atacurile lor. Poate ca in unele cazuri a fost
nevoie de mult timp, Insd ne-am ridicat. Acolo unde
a domnit tirania, Francmasoneria a supravietuit
numai In subteran, fnsa a supravietuit ravagiilor
tiraniei aproape de la inceput, ba chiar a inflorit in
pofida ei.

Mai Ingrijorator e faptul ca unii care au ales sa ne
fie dusmani au profitat cel mai mult de pe urma exis-
tentei noastre. Tragedia e cu atdt mai mare cu cat ei
se opun Craftului din aceleasi motive pe care le invoca
tirania.

E aproape de neinteles cum Francmasoneria a
putut sa aiba drept dusmani lideri religiosi si condu-
catori de stat din lumea libera, cand e foarte posibil
ca acestia sa fi ajuns In postura respectiva datorita
eforturilor depuse de masoni. Si totusi, la fel ca in
cazul tiranilor, oamenii din aceste categorii se numara
printre cei mai vehementi adversari ai Craftului. Nici
ei nu ne-au periclitat cu adevarat existenta in trecut,
chiar daca genul acesta de oameni a existat Inca de la
inceputurile noastre.

Cu toate acestea, noi, Fratii mei, facem astazi ceea
ce nici unii dintre dusmanii nostri din exterior nu au
reusit sa faca. Stiu ca ceea ce urmeaza sa spun ar
putea, In opinia unora, sa frizeze erezia, dar, pe de alta
parte, nesabuitii dau navala acolo unde ingerilor le
e teama sa pdaseasca.

Noi, Fratii mei, cream mediul proprice pentru
propria noastra disparitie. Noi, conducatorii Breslei
din ultimii douazeci de ani, am contribuit la erodarea
treptata a calitatii membrilor, iar aceasta pierdere a
calitatii e cea mai mare amenintare la adresa noastra
ca institutie semnificativa. Pierderea calitatii ne afec-
teaza numarul de membri si e nociva tocmai asupra
scopului care o provoacd, acela de a creste numarul
de membri. De ce alegem aceasta cale?

Multe dintre deciziile pe care le-am luat Tn ultimii
ani denota lipsa de interes cu privire la pastrarea
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great men they became, but nor can it be coincidence
that those who led in struggles for freedom in so
many countries of the world that has freedom, were
Freemasons.

History is also replete with the names of other men
who most will recognize. We all know the names of
Hitler, Mussolini, Stalin, Franco, Tito and Khomeini.
They also had at least one thing in common. They all
were enemies of Freemasonry.

Freemasons died by the tens of thousands at the
hands of these men’s regimes simply because they
were Freema- sons. Much has changed over the ensu-
ing years, but tyrants remain the enemies of our Craft,
and we should have no problem with that. We should
wear their enmity as mantles of pride, for to oppose
tyranny is to embrace freedom and that is a structural
character of the Masonic Fraternity.

Historically, we have always risen above their
attacks. It may have taken considerable time in some
cases, but we have risen. Where there has been tyr-
anny, Freemasonry has survived only underground,
but it has survived the onslaught of tyrants almost
from its inception, even flourishing in spite of them.

Of even graver concern, are those who have cho-
sen to become our enemies and who quite possibly
have benefited the most because of our existence.
What makes this an even greater tragedy, is that their
opposition to the Craft is for the very same reasons
as that of the tyrant.

It's almost incomprehensible that Freemasonry
could have as opponents religious and government
leaders of the free world, when they might very well
be in those positions because of the efforts of Freema-
sons. And yet, even as with the tyrants, there have been
men in these categories who must rank with the Craft's
greatest enemies. They also have had no long lasting
effect upon our survival in the past, even though they
can be traced back almost to our inception.

However, we, my Brothers, are today accomplish-
ing what none of our enemies from without have been
able to accomplish. I know that what I am about to
say will be approaching heresy to some, but then,
fools rush in where angels fear to tread.

We, my Brothers, are providing the environment
for our own extinction. We, the leaders of the Craft
for the last twenty years, have aided in the gradual
eroding of the quality of the membership, and it is
this loss of quality, that is the greatest threat to our
survival as a significant institution.This loss of quality
is already showing an impact on our quantity and it
is counterproductive to that very goal of increasing
quantity that is causing it. Why do we take this road?

Many of our decisions in recent years indicate a
lack of interest in preserving the quality of the Craft.
We seem more intent on redefining and reshaping it,
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calitatii Craftului. Parca suntem tot mai dispusi sa
redefinim si s modelam Masoneria din simplul motiv
cd noi ca lideri nu vrem sa se spuna despre noi ca am
dat gres, ca numadrul nostru a scazut. Si totusi, recu-
noastem ca pierderea membrilor e un fenomen soci-
ologic care afecteaza toate organizatiile. E un fenomen
pe care nu-l putem schimba si pe care trebuie sa-1
infruntam ca atare. Fratii mei, nu ne putem permite sa
ne evaluam in continuare in functie de cantitate, nu de
calitate. Daca facem asta, viitorul acestei organizatii
care a schimbat lumea nu pare promitator, iar noi, in
calitate de lideri, va trebui sa purtam povara vinei.

Citez din cartea Reflections of Masonic Values:
,Daca nu avem grija cand admitem candidati si daca
nu imbunatatim procedura de admitere Inseamna ca
incepem sa compunem un imn funebru pentru moar-
tea nobilei noastre institutii. In calitate de franc-
masoni, nu trebuie sd ldasdm una ca asta sa se
intdmple. Daca ramadnem indiferenti, suntem con-
damnati, pentru ca inseamna ca tocmai am batut
ultimul cui in sicriul Francmasoneriei.”

Cu totii ne dam seama ca Masoneria a avut de-a
lungul timpului si perioade bune, si perioade mai
putin bune, cd numarul membrilor a crescut si a
scazut. Dupa afacerea Morgan din America de Nord ,
in unele zone aproape a disparut de tot, insa a supra-
vietuit pentru a inflori din nou. Nimic din ce a arun-
cat lumea impotriva ei nu a reusit s-o ingenuncheze
prea mult. Desi putin cunoscutd, Francmasoneria din
Rusia e poate o dovada clasica a tenacitatii acestei
organizatii. Poate reprezenta si un studiu de caz care
ne arata ce s-ar intampla daca abordarea din America
de Nord continua pe aceeasi directie pe care am
urmat-o in ultimii ani.

In Living the Enlightenment, Margaret Jacob scrie
ca Francmasoneria si-a pierdut seriozitatea la sfarsitul
anilor '40, iar eu as sugera ca tot atunci am inceput sa
pierdem din vedere cine eram, de fapt. E interesant ca
in aceeasi perioadad ne-am si extins cel mai mult. A fost
inceputul incapacitatii noastre de a veghea Poarta de
Vest a templului. Nici chiar atunci, ins3, cantitatea in
detrimentul calitatii nu era atat de promovata de marii
nostri conducatori pe cat este acum.

In primii doisprezece ani in care am fost Mare
Secretar, nu am vazut niciodata pe cineva sa se retraga
din motive religioase. Acum, aceasta motivatie a deve-
nit o rutind. Opozitia din partea liderilor religiosi nu
e ceva nou pentru Francmasonerie, insa devine tot
mai puternica si mai eficienta. De ce credeti, oare?
A existat si o perioada in care majoritatea liderilor
mireni din bisericile noastre erau si cei mai impor-
tanti conducdtori ai comunitatilor - si erau franc-
masoni. Sa ataci Francmasoneria insemna sa-i ataci
pe cei mai activi sustinatori ai Bisericii si pe cei mai
de seama conducatori ai comunitatii. Acum nu mai
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for the simple reason that we, as leaders, do not want
to be judged as failures because our numbers have
decreased, and yet we acknowledge that this is a
sociological phenomenon affect- ing almost all organ-
izations. It is a phenomenon we cannot change, and
it is one, which we must ride out. My Brothers, we
cannot afford to continue to evaluate ourselves in
terms of quantity instead of quality. To do so offers
little hope for a future of an organization that changed
this world, and we, as leaders, will shoulder the blame
for future generations.

[ quote from the book Reflections of Masonic
Values: “If we shall not be careful in the admission of
candidates and improve the procedure of admission,
we are then starting the composition of a funeral
hymn for the death of our noble institution. As Free-
masons, we should not allow this to happen. If we do,
we are doomed for we have just hammered the last
nail in the sarcophagus of Freemasonry.”

We all realize that the Craft has had its ups and
downs, its increases and decreases in numbers dur-
ing its entire history. Following the Morgan affair in
North America, it almost became extinct in some
areas, but it survived to flourish again. Nothing the
world outside threw against it was able to hold it
down for long. Freemasonry in Russia, although little
known, is perhaps a classic example of the tenacity
of this organization. It might also be used as a study
as to what the result could be if our approach in
North America continues along the pathway we have
been following in recent years.

Margaret Jacob wrote in Living the Enlightenment,
that Freemasonry passed out of serious scholarship
in the late 1940s, and I would suggest that this was
the time when we began to lose focus on what we
were. It is interesting that it was also the time of our
most rapid growth. It was the beginning of our failure
to guard the west gate. Even then however, quantity
over quality was not promoted by our top leadership
as it is today.

In my first dozen years as Grand Secretary, | never
saw a resignation for religious reasons. Now we
receive them routinely. Opposition by religious lead-
ers is not new to Freemasonry, but it is becoming
more pervasive and effectual. Why do you suppose
that is? There was also the time when most of the
prominent lay leaders of our churches were also the
prominent community leaders, and they were also
Freemasons. To attack Freemasonry was to attack the
most supportive members of the church and the
quality leaders of the community. We are now failing
to attract these quality leaders. The church leader-
ship has no longer reason to be concerned about our
influence.
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reusim sa-i atragem pe acesti conducatori de seama.
Liderii Bisericii nu mai au nici un motiv sa fie pre-
ocupati de influenta noastra.

Ani intregi am acceptat ca numai 10% din membrii
nostri sa fie activi (desi marturisesc ca m-am intrebat
deseori de unde provin aceste cifre). Asta inseamna,
bineinteles, ca 90% sunt inactivi, si totusi continua
sa-si plateascad anual cotizatiile, desi stiu foarte bine
ca n-o sa fie niciodata activi. Exista o singura explica-
tie logica: li se pare ca e valoros sa poata spune: ,sunt
mason”. Daca neglijam aceasta valoare aparenta, ris-
cam sa-i pierdem pe cei 90%, lucru pe care il vedem
in ziua de azi. Ca unii sunt dornici sa fie suspendati
pentru neplata cotizatiilor sau ca altii demisioneaza
sunt semne clare ale faptului ca proprii nostri membri
si-au pierdut respectul pentru semnificatia Franc-
masoneriei.

In calitate de lideri, noi am ficut mai multe schim-
bari la nivel de structura si sistem in ultimii douazeci
de ani decat au avut loc, probabil, in ultimii 200. Totul
a fost facut cu un singur scop - sa fim mai multi si,
cu toata sinceritatea, Fratilor, nu stiu nici macar daca
am Incetinit ritmul in care pierdem membri. Poate ca
nu am oprit scaderea numarului de membri, insa cu
siguranta ne-am scazut influenta in societate si, odata
cu ea, capacitatea de a ne indeplini obiectivul.

Mi se pare greu de inteles de ce nu suntem in stare
sa recunoastem faptul ca majoritatea acestor schim-
bari nu numai ca nu ne-au ajutat, ci chiar ne-au facut
mult rau. Nu inteleg Incercarile noastre de a copia
modelul altor organizatii care se afla Intr-un declin
cel putin la fel de accelerat ca al nostru si cu care
oricum nu putem concura.

Cand Francmasoneria se afla la apogeu, eram
diferiti si eram unici. De ce nu construim pe baza
acelei unicitati, in loc sa incercam s-o transformam
in ceva nu am fost vreodata si nici nu ne-am dorit sa
fim? Nu a existat vreo organizatie care sa poata pre-
tinde ca a fost mai importantd in lume - cu exceptia
religiei organizate - decat Francmasoneria. De ce nu
ne uitdm la Francmasonerie acolo unde care are suc-
ces, unde isi pastreaza influenta, si nu incercam sa-i
ludm exemplul? Nu ma opun schimbarii atunci cand
ne ajuta, dar trebuie sa sa distingem ce e cu adevarat
benefic si sa recunoastem acolo unde am dat gres.

Nu m-a incantat absolut deloc comunicarea susti-
nuta de Imperial Potentate la Conferinta Marilor
Maestri de la Savannah de acum cateva sdaptamani,
chiar daci existau acolo observatii pertinente. Insi nu
pot sa fiu de acord cand spune cad ar trebui sa ne
intrebam cati membri Shrine participa la tinutele
noastre si apoi ca ,,0 sa fim uimiti sa aflam cat de multi
Shrineri ne tin lojile active si sunt ofiteri”.

Sa fie foarte clar cd ma mandresc sa fiu Shriner, insa
am devenit Shriner datoritd Francmasoneriei si am
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We have admitted for years, that only 10% of our
membership is active (although I have often wondered
where that statistic came from). This, of course, means
that 90% is inactive, and yet they continue to pay their
dues year after year, knowing full well that they will
never be active. There is only one logical reason for
doing this. They have a perceived value in being able
to say: “I am a Freemason.” Take away that perceived
value, and we risk losing the 90%, and that is what we
are seeing today. The willingness to be suspended for
non-payment of dues or the submission of resigna-
tions is indicative of a loss of respect for the meaning
of Freemasonry by our own members.

We, as leaders, have made more changes in our
structure and system in those twenty years than have
probably taken place in the last 200 years. This has
all been done for one reason: to acquire numbers, and
frankly, my Brothers, I don’t know if we have even
slowed the loss. We may not have stemmed the
decline of numbers, but we surely have decreased our
influence in society and, with this decrease, our abil-
ity to accomplish our purpose.

[ find it difficult to comprehend why we are inca-
pable of recognizing that most of these changes made
have not only not benefited us, but indeed may have
caused considerable harm. I don’t understand our
attempts to emulate other organizations that are
declining at least as rapidly as are we, and with
whom we cannot compete to begin with.

Freemasonry has been the best, we were different,
and we were unique. Why not build on that unique-
ness instead of trying to convert into something we
have never been nor ever meant to be? There has
never been any organization that could lay claim to
being more significant to the world, outside of organ-
ized religion, than has Freemasonry. Why not look at
Freemasonry in the world where it is succeeding,
where it remains influential and try to emulate it?
[ am not in opposition to change when it is to our
benefit, but we must recognize and distinguish what
is beneficial and admit when we have failed.

[ had some serious problems with the paper pre-
sented to the Grand Masters’ Conference by the
Imperial Potentate at Savannah a few weeks ago,
even though he had some valid points. When he said
that we should ask how many Shriners are present
at our lodge meetings, and then stated that we “will
be amazed at the number of Shriners that are now
keeping your lodges open and are officers,” then
[ must disagree.

Let it be known now that I am a very proud
Shriner, but I became a Shriner because of Freema-
sonry, and I served as a Lodge officer not because
[ was a Shriner, but because | was a Freemason. | was
not a Shriner keeping my Lodge open. | was a Lodge
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slujit ca Ofiter al Lojii nu pentru ca eram Shriner, ci
pentru cd eram francmason. Fiind Ofiter al Lojii, am
devenit Shriner. Daca pentru a intra in Shrine nu ar fi
necesara apartenenta la Masonerie, probabil ca Shrine
ar fi azi un simplu club social - iar eliminarea conditiei
de apartenenta s-ar putea sa-l transforme exact in asta.

E limpede ca mediul in care trdim s-a schimbat.
Acum trebuie sa stabilim dacda vrem sa ne pastram
principiile si valorile si sa-i ridicdm pe altii la nivelul
idealurilor noastre sau daca vrem sa ne potrivim
standardelor societatii actuale.

Trebuie si sa ne dam seama ca mediul actual trece
printr-un proces de metamorfoza mai rapid decat in
trecut. Schimbarile au loc azi, in lumea noastra, ceea
ar trebui sa ne faca sa ne oprim si sa analizam cum ne
vom integra In mediul actual. Francmasoneria ar putea
si s-ar putea sa joace rolul vital al fortei care echili-
breaza societatea pe parcursul metamorfozei, dar cu
sigurantd nu vom putea face acest lucru daca noi
insine nu ne gasim echilibrul. Trebuie sa ne reexami-
nam obiectivul, preceptele si filosofia si sa fim dispusi
sa ne schimbam modul de operare atunci cand e nece-
sar, Insa trebuie sa fim siguri ca schimbarile nu afec-
teazd si nici nu distrug principiile sau preceptele
fundamentale cu care ne-am nascut si pe baza carora
am inflorit.

Nu pot sa cred ca o filosofie care ne-a sustinut
vreme de aproape 300 de ani nu se poate aplica in
lumea de azi. Oare am devenit un anacronism in soci-
etatea actuala? Oare principiile si valorile noastre
chiar nu au mai avut loc in lume in ultimul sfert de
veac? Ma indoiesc. Atunci de ne tot chinuim sa ne
transformam n ceva ce nu suntem si nu constientizam
ca distrugem calitatea Masoneriei necesara sa sprijine
filosofia despre care vorbeam mai devreme? Daca
avem cu adevarat incredere ca filosofia si principiile
noastre isi au loc In lumea moderna, atunci trebuie
sa-i ridicam pe ceilalti la standardele noastre filoso-
fice, nu sa le coboram noi ca sa ajungem la ale lor.

John Robinson a facut o observatie pertinenta cu
privire la Craft mult inainte sa devind membru. A spus
ca problema Francmasoneriei de azi e ca nu mai prac-
tica Francmasoneria. Fratii mei, dar cum am putea s-o
practicam, daca marea majoritate a membrilor nici nu
stiu ce sa practice? Nu ne trebuie mai multi membri.
Ne trebuie mai multi francmasoni.

Pentru prima oara in indelungata si glorioasa noas-
tra istorie, istoricii scriu in sfarsit despre Francmaso-
nerie, dar nu scriu despre cat de multi suntem - scriu
despre calitatea noastra. Depinde de noi ce vor scrie
in viitor. Nu o putem lasa sa devina mai putin decat a
fost sau decat poate fi.

officer who also joined the Shrine. Without the early
requirement of Masonic membership as a prerequi-
site for Shrine membership, which supplied the qual-
ity, the Shrine would quite probably be just another
social club today, and a deletion of that quality may
make it so.

There is no question that the environment in
which we exist has changed. Now we must determine
whether we wish to retain our principles and values
and lift others to meet our ideals or change to fit into
the standards of present day society.

We must also acknowledge that the present-day
environment is undergoing a metamorphosis more
rapidly than ever in our past. Changes are taking place
today in our world, which out of necessity, must cause
us to pause and analyse how we will fit in as part of
that environment. Freemasonry could and may play
a vital role as a stabilizing force in society throughout
that metamorphosis. But we surely will not if we can’t
even stabilize ourselves. We must reexamine our
purpose, our precepts, and our philosophy and be
willing to make changes in our modes of operation
when necessary, but we must be certain that those
changes do nothing to damage or destroy the basic
principles and precepts with which we were born and
with which we flourished.

[ cannot believe that a philosophy that sustained
us for almost 300 years is not applicable to today’s
world. Have we become an anachronism in pres-
ent-day society? Have our principles and values
actually had no place for the last quarter century?
[ think not. Why then do we continue to make a con-
centrated effort to change into something we are not,
and fail to recognize that we are destroying the qual-
ity of the Craft that is necessary to support that
philosophy? If we truly do believe that our philoso-
phy and principles have a place in the modern world,
then we must pull others up to meet our philosoph-
ical standards not step down to meet theirs.

John Robinson made an astute observation con-
cerning our Craft well before he became a member. He
said that the problem with Freemasonry today is that
it does not practice Freemasonry anymore. My Broth-
ers, how can we, when the vast majority of our mem-
bers do not even know what to practice? We don’t
need more members. We need more Freemasons.

For the first time in our long and glorious history,
historians are finally writing about Freemasonry, but
they are not writing about our quantity. They are
writing about our quality. What they write in the
future is now in our hands. We cannot let it become
less than it was, nor less than it can be. ®m

Excerpt from: Thomas W. Jackson, North American Freemasonry - Idealism & Realism,
Plumbstone, Washington DC, 2019, pp 1-8
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Dear Brethren, we are waiting for your works,
as well as for your possible objections,
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